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Welcome to  

St. Michael Catholic School 
Living for Christ  ~  Learning for Life 

 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Michael Catholic School supports parents in the education of the whole child by 
instilling Catholic teachings, nourishing faith in Jesus Christ, and strengthening 
individual commitment to holiness and academic excellence. 
 

PHILOSOPHY 
 

Following the belief that Christ is the foundation of the whole educational enterprise in 
a Catholic School, St. Michael Catholic School is committed to assisting parents in the 
education of their children.  We strive to educate the whole child - attending to the 
spiritual, moral, intellectual, emotional, and physical needs of each student in response 
to the gospel of Jesus as it comes to us through scripture and the tradition of the 
Catholic Church. 
 
St. Michael Catholic School seeks to nourish faith in Jesus Christ by providing an 
environment of respect and Divine Love based on Christian values.  We believe service 
and leadership opportunities strengthen student commitment to lifelong learning and 
growth in holiness.  We foster academic excellence through use of a research-based 
curriculum, innovative instructional practices and integration of technology. 
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Dear Parents, 
 
We are delighted to personally welcome your child to Kindergarten!  The first year in school is a great 
adventure away from home for children and is very important to later achievement in school. 
 
This small handbook has been prepared to assist you in helping your child make the happiest and best 
possible adjustment to Kindergarten and the many new experiences that school brings.  There is also a 
comprehensive school handbook on our website that all families are asked to read. 
 
We look forward to becoming partners in education and helping your child grow in faith and knowledge. 
 
St. Michael Catholic School Staff 
 

 
Why Kindergarten? 
The aim of Kindergarten is to provide a basic foundation for your child’s education.  It is a program 
geared to make the transition from home to school as smooth as possible, and to ensure that each child’s 
first experience with school is both successful and happy. Our Kindergarten program is designed to help 
stimulate a strong self-concept, providing each child with many opportunities for achievement.  Children 
will learn both independence and cooperation with others. Our program will provide social and emotional 
development, inspire language development, and expand physical, mental, and spiritual growth. 
 

Cooperation Between Home and School 
Cooperation between parents and teachers is very important during your child’s education.  We believe 
parents and staff are partners in the total education of children.  Any concerns that may arise should be 
brought to the teacher’s attention as soon as possible.  When both the parents and the school are 
informed, everyone can work together cooperatively to overcome challenges and achieve excellence.  
 

Communication 
St. Michael Catholic School values communication and strives to keep parents informed of all school 
related matters, programs and events. In addition to our school handbook, we have several methods for 
communicating with you. 
 

Family Folders and E-Folder  
 

We try to minimize the amount of paper in the Family Folder by sending an “E-Folder” each week. This is 
an electronic newsletter which includes links to parish, school and community-based events. 
 

Friday (Classroom) Folders 
Each Friday, a red folder is sent home from the Kindergarten classroom. It contains completed work and 
classroom specific information.  Take the time to look through the papers, remove them and return the 
folder to school on the following Monday.   
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Parent/Teacher Communication 
Parents are welcome to communicate with us as often as possible. Feel free to send a note, e-mail, or call 
school to make an appointment to discuss questions, comments or concerns at any time.  Weekly 
classroom happenings are shared via a “Peek of the Week” and is posted on the class web page.   
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Conferences are held each fall and spring.  Additional conferences may be scheduled at any time at the 
request of the parent or teacher. 
 

Report Cards 
Kindergarten report cards aim to communicate student progress in both personal and academic 
development. They are sent home three times per year. 
 

Dress Code 
Dress Code 
StMCS has a dress code policy and procedure. All students are expected to follow the dress code daily 
unless otherwise notified by school staff.  Details are on the website. 
 

Class Color Days 
One day per month is designated as “Class Color Day”.  Each grade level (K-4) has an assigned class color. 
Kindergarten class color is red. This is a non-dress code day for students. Your child is invited to 
participate by wearing a top that is red (or mostly red) in color. Non-dress code pants are acceptable. 
  

Messages from the Health Office 
Nurse 
Health services for students are provided by a licensed school nurse and/or health aide during regular 
school hours.  Parents are encouraged to contact the health office (763-497-3887, ext. 406) at any time or 
email nurse@stmcatholicschool.org if they wish to discuss a health concern about their child.  
 

Immunizations 
StMCS follows the requirements of the Minnesota School Immunization Law. Parents of all Kindergarten 
students are required by state law to provide documentation of completed immunizations for their 
children prior to the fall start date of the school year. Failure to provide documentation or complete the 
necessary immunizations may result in the child's exclusion from school.  See Handbook for more details. 
 

Health Records 
The school nurse maintains a health record for each student which is updated yearly.  The student 
history/physical examination form and immunization record must be returned to school by August 1. 
Immunizations are reviewed annually to ensure each student is in compliance with Minnesota Law.   
 

Absenteeism 
Please call the school office between 7:00 and 8:00 am to report that your child will be absent for the day.  
Phone: (763) 497-3887.  If we have not heard from you by 8:00 am, a staff member will call to check on 
your child.  A note sent with a brother or sister can also be used to notify the office.   
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Transportation, Arrival and Dismissal 
Students residing within STMA boundaries have the option to ride the bus one or both ways each day. Car 
riders have a specific morning and afternoon routine shown in videos on our website. At the end of the 
school day, all students (bus riders and car riders) exit the building from Door D (across from Domino’s). 
Walkers will exit from Door E.   
 

Anytime there is a change in your child’s end-of-day routine, please send a note to school.  Likewise, if 
your child needs to be picked up during school hours for an appointment, please send us a note. 
 

Building Safety 
School hours are 7:35 am to 2:00 pm. Doors open at 7:15am daily. For security reasons, all doors are 
locked once classes begin.  Anyone entering the building after 7:40 will need to “buzz in” at Door A.  
 

All visitors, including parents, need to check in at the school office at all times. Parents that choose to walk 
their children into the building are asked to enter through the main office and sign in. 
 

Emergency Drills 
Fire, tornado, and lock-down drills will be practiced during the school year to ensure the safety of all 
students and staff. Kindergarten teachers explain these routines in great detail and ensure student 
understanding before we have school-wide practices. 

 

Classroom Management & Responsive Classroom 
St. Michael Catholic School has adopted the Responsive Classroom Philosophy that emphasizes building a 
classroom community of caring and respectful learners.  At the start of each school day your child will 
participate in a morning meeting.  At this time, the students are welcomed to school, they greet each 
other, share news, and participate in a community building activity. 
 

We have three basic school rules:  Be Respectful, Be Safe, and Be Welcoming.   
 

We will discuss what each of these rules looks like, sounds like and feels like.  We then create our 
classroom rules together.  The students and teacher discuss what our jobs are at school and then come up 
with a few classroom rules that sum up these jobs.  Each of us will sign our rules to show we agree to 
follow them throughout the school year.  This encourages children to take responsibility for their actions, 
and to also have a say in our classroom guidelines and expectations.   
 

A copy of the classroom rules will be posted on our webpage.  In a case where a student chooses not to 
follow a rule, he/she is given a reminder to help them make a better choice.  If necessary, a consequence 
might be given such as: logical consequences, your break it/you fix it, apology of action, or take a break 
which are all part of our Responsive Classroom model.   
 

We also use a strategy called “Give Me Five” to help us, as a group know when to stop what we are doing, 
pay attention, and be ready to listen.  When a teacher raises their hand to show five the student is to:  
1. Eyes on  speaker 2. Hands are free (put things down) 3. Ears are listening 4. Mouths are closed 5. Be 
still. 
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Some terms and definitions that may be used in our Responsive Classroom for classroom management: 
Take a Break:  A child is asked to leave the group to compose him/herself before returning to the group.
  
Apology of Action:  We discuss ways we may hurt others feelings and ways we can fix those hurt feelings 
(something more than a quick apology). 
Logical Consequences:  Students may help decide a plan to fix a situation caused by their actions.  

 

Flexible Seating 
When you visit our classrooms, you will notice the physical layout of our rooms look somewhat different. 
We are implementing a research-based concept for classroom design called flexible seating. It is a 
concept grounded in educational research that increases student motivation, engagement, and focus.  It 
empowers students to make choices that help them do their best learning.  
 

Each classroom has five different types of seating options.  With teacher guidance, students sit or stand in 
a space that best fits their learning style to ensure that they are engaged in learning at all times.  
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Kindergarten Student Expectations 
 

When students attend St. Michael Catholic School, they broaden their involvement as members of the 
parish community.  Community is at the heart of Catholic Education not simply as a concept to be learned, 
but a reality to be lived.  This involves personal dignity, respecting self, respecting others, and respecting 
property.  To make school a positive learning experience which creates a harmonious community, the 
following behaviors are expected: 
•  Be on time for school 
•  Have all materials needed for class 
•  Complete school work to fullest potential 
•  Cooperate with all adults and classmates 
•  Handle all school property with care 
•  Display a quiet and reverent attitude during prayer and at Mass 
•  Be gentle, respectful, and attentive toward others 
•  Affirm and encourage one another to use individual gifts and talents 

 

Kindergarten Readiness 
 

Readiness skills are pre-reading skills needed before formal instruction begins.   
These skills include: 
1. Perceptual and auditory skills (visually seeing differences in objects or letters, and listening to and 

hearing differences in sounds) 
2. Motor skills (through general physical coordination or fine hand-eye coordination) 
3. Language skills (through organizing thoughts and relating to others) 
4. Listening skills (giving attention and following directions) 
5. Number knowledge (understanding size differences, names of numbers, etc.) 
6. Showing a desire to read (enjoying readiness activities) 
The best way to help develop pre-reading skills in your child is to read, read, read to them! 

 

Before School Begins 
• Talk to your child as a learner and help them to ask questions 
• Discourage “baby talk” 
• Discuss experiences your child has had and places he/she has been  
• Provide opportunities to play and share with other children and to make friends 
• Teach your child his/her full name, parents’ names, address, and phone number 
• Teach your child to print his/her name using the combination of upper and lower case letters 
• Teach your child to be independence and appropriate toileting habits 
• Teach your child the basic colors and shapes 
• Child should be able to count from 1-30 and name the numbers 1-30 
• Child should be able to recognize and name their ABCs 
• Practice tying shoes and zipping coats 
• Read nursery rhymes, poems, and stories with your child to stimulate a love of reading 
• Encourage your child to look forward to kindergarten as a happy, friendly place 
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Once School Begins 
LABEL ALL PERSONAL BELONGINGS with both first and last name. (jackets, boots, mittens, hats, etc.)   
School sweatshirts & polos look alike. Label school wear also. 
 

Encourage regular attendance and punctuality. 
 

If you bring your child to school on the first day, your child’s fears and tears will best be overcome if you 
do not linger.  Sometimes the first day of school is more difficult for the parents.  J  
 

Show interest in the work your child brings home to help develop a good self-concept.  Admire your 
child’s work.  Encourage him/her to explain and talk about it. 
 

When asking your child about his/her day in kindergarten, ask what happened first, second, and after that.  
If you ask to have things listed in order, it will reduce answers of  “nothing” or “we just played”. 
 

Recognize that each child is different and all children develop at different rates. 
 

All children become discouraged.  Help your child to be happy in the activities he/she can do well, but not 
to shed tears or give up when difficulties occur.  Each child needs to feel he/she is loved, belongs, and that 
successes outweigh failures. 
 

Check homework.  See that it is complete and done to your child’s best ability. 
 

Remember, a parent is the child’s first and most important teacher. 
 
 

Speech and Language 
In kindergarten, great emphasis is placed on listening activities and language development.  The first part 
of the year is devoted to helping the children recognize sounds in the environment. The development of 
speech is a continual process.  Speech sounds are acquired slowly and perfection develops gradually. 
• Letter sounds most four year olds can make are:  p, b, m, h, w, n, k, g, and f. 
• Letter sounds most five year olds can make are:  v, t, d, ng, and y. 
• Letter sounds most six year olds can make are:  j, sh, ch, and i. 
• Letter sounds most seven year olds can make are:  r, wh, and th. 
• Letter sounds most eight year olds can make are:  s, z, tr, and sl. 
 

Children are able to understand language before they can speak.  Then they learn to communicate with a 
single word or idea and, through increased experience, they learn to communicate at more complex 
levels.  Through language, children learn to try out their own ideas, express their concerns, their social 
attitudes, and to communicate with both adults and their peers.  The way others respond to the child will 
either reinforce his/her language development or frustrate it. 
 

In Kindergarten, language skills include: 
1. Story orientation - both listening to and retelling stories, as well as creating original stories. 
2. Organization - categorizing objects and sequencing events. 
3. Picture orientation - determining the main subject of a story and to note the details about the story. 
4. Picture-word relationships - illustrate the concept that words, are a description of pictures. 
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Kindergarten Educational Goals 
Language Arts 
Skills to be mastered 
Letter/sound association 
Letter recognition 
Rhyming 
 

Skills introduced 
Listening for information, noting details, following directions, drawing conclusions, cause and effect, 
sequence of events, story structure, comparing and contrasting, categorizing and classifying, making 
predictions, fantasy and realism, topics and main ideas 
 

Positional terms     
in, on, under, beside, behind, in front of, next to, in back of, through, between, around, left, right 
 

Math 
Rote counting to 100 
Count movable items accurately to 20 
Match sets with numerals to 20 
Write numbers to 20 
Recognize numerals 0-100 
Explore simple addition and subtraction 
Read and interpret graphs 

Develop the vocabulary to describe size and shape 

Develop the vocabulary of spatial relationships 

Create a three-part pattern 

Identify characteristics:  color, size, length, shape, and weight 

Recognize and name the basic shapes:  square, rectangle, circle, triangle, oval, rhombus 

Tell time to the hour 

Recognize coins (penny, nickel, dime, quarter) 
 

Art Education 
Proper care and use of art materials 
Examine and explore:  line, color, shape, texture, value, form, space, shape 
Express individual ideas, thoughts, and feelings through simple media including drawing, painting, 
constructing and modeling 3-dimensional forms 
 

Religion 
God created all things and we are blessed 
Catholic prayers 
Recitation of prayers including the Sign of the Cross, Angel of God, Hail Mary, Our Father, Glory Be and 
Prayer Before Meals are practiced regularly/daily 
There are no formal assessments of prayers in kindergarten  
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Mass 

Every Friday we participate in an all-school Mass at 7:45am at St. Michael Catholic Church on Frankfort 
Parkway.  Kindergarteners are paired with an older buddy to sit with at Mass.  You are welcome to join us 
and are more than welcome to have your child sit with you during Mass if you prefer.  When Mass is over 
ALL students will be bussed back to school.  We will discuss appropriate Mass behavior in class, but please 
review appropriate behaviors at home and practice them at weekend Masses as well. 
 

Library Skills 
Introduction to library environment 

Locate and check out books at interest level 
 

Music Education 
Expression:  Demonstrate the difference between loud and soft sounds. 
Melody:  Demonstrate the difference between high and low sounds. 
Rhythm:  Demonstrate steady beat, long and short sounds, and fast and slow tempos. 
Form:  Recognize sections and understand echo. 
History/Style:  Experience different musical styles. 
Audience Skills:  Be a good audience. 
 

Computer Education 
Introduction to computer terms 

Introduction to mouse skills 

Reinforce importance of following directions  

Responsible use of Technology 
 

L.E.A.P. (Learning through Enrichment and Academic Preparation) actively engages students 

in movement activities that develop and enhance skills needed for academic success. 

Engaging activities foster: 
• visual perception 
• eye-hand coordination 
• auditory skills 
• large & fine muscle skills 
• movement 
• literacy 
• numeracy 
• basic Spanish vocabulary 

 


