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8661 North 76th Place, Milwaukee, WI 53223 

 

St. Catherine of Alexandria, the church on the hill since 1855, joins together as a Catholic community 
to give praise and thanks to God by living and sharing our faith in Jesus Christ 

through our worship, formation and outreach. 
With our cluster parishes, we strive to make Christ visible to our wider community. 

                    Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes                                

        August 23, 2016  
  
Attendees: Council members Sue Armacost, Ralph Boeckl, Marie Brushafer, Maureen Conaty, Lyn Keever, Lynne 
LeMense, Jeanette MacMurdo, Sue Niemi, Les Paulson, Rick Korpela (Trustee Treasurer), Pat Lehman (Trustee 
Secretary), and Debbie Hintz (Parish Director)    
Guests: Parishioners Winnie Glasshof and Cheryl Rebholz     
 
Opening Prayer  
Marie Brushafer led the opening devotion.  
 
Comments from Parishioners who are present  
Winnie, who is 84 years old, is still eager to play her part; she is concerned with the well-being of the parish, 
specifically mentioning Right Step, which she was assured will be present for this school year with another 
suitable tenant being sought for next year.  Cheryle deferred her comments until later in the meeting.  Both 
Winnie and Cheryle evidenced their dedication by choosing to stay for the whole meeting.  
 
Approval of the June 28, 2016, Minutes  
It was appreciatively recognized the previous secretary Sue Niemi had prepared the minutes.  Their approval 
was moved, seconded, and unanimously agreed to.  Debbie suggested that in the future the committee reports 
be included in the minutes.  
 
Committee Reports (questions/clarifications)  

• The Prayer & Worship, Stewardship, Christian Formation, and School Advisory committees report no 
meetings since June 28.  

• The Finance Council, meeting on August 15  
o Discussed and will soon decide on three proposals for the church and school security system.   
o Elected Jeff Jarocynski as Financial Chairperson.        
o Discussed changes to Right Step's contract for this year and plans for next year's leasing.  
o Will need to straighten out zoning for our cemetery before considering possible expansion. It 

was discovered our current cemetery is not zoned for a cemetery.  
o Received update on improvements being made in Christian Formation rooms – new shades, 

paint, carpet cleaning and new tables. Discussed the status of repairs to the stairs and walkway.        
• The Human Concerns committee  

o Decided on Advent Giving Concerns.  
o Asked that Andy have a parish insert in the bulletin regarding Gospel values in an election year.  
o Reported that St. Catherine has been represented at Adopt A Block meetings and in addressing 

community needs through the Faith Based organization.  
 
Archdiocesan Video (Ministry, Mission, Method)  
A video highlighting the ministry of Pastoral Council (and other committee) membership was shown.  



Review of Summer Mass Schedule  
A chart of attendance and financial support was distributed; attendance has been roughly equivalent with the 
most recent two Sunday mass schedule and the financial support is slightly greater.  People have appreciated 
having one better attended Sunday mass than two more sparsely attended masses; there was also concern that 
we not overwork our current priests and that we need to be mindful that the number of priests will continue to 
diminish in the years ahead.  Pat Lehman noted that her greatest scheduling challenge was finding Eucharistic 
ministers for the 4:30 p.m. Saturday mass and not so much in scheduling for Sunday mass(es).  There was among 
Council members a strong consensus for continuing with the one (9:30 a.m.) mass on Sunday (and 4:30 p.m. on 
Saturday).  A motion to continue that schedule was made, seconded, and unanimously approved.  
 
Mission Statement  
After discussion, a motion was made, seconded, and approved to adopt a modestly revised mission statement:  
St. Catherine of Alexandria, the church on the hill since 1855, joins together as a Catholic community to give 
praise and thanks to God by living and sharing our faith in Jesus Christ through our worship, formation and 
outreach.  With our cluster parishes, we strive to make Christ visible to our wider community.  
 
September All-Parish Meeting  
Debbie will give an update on our cluster planning. Committees will make brief reports, including an update on 
Right Step.  Food assignments were clarified; those members without committee liaison responsibilities will 
provide entrees.  
 
Update on Right Step  
One unsubstantiated complaint was received from a neighbor; of course the parish is concerned and has 
taken/will take appropriate action as it oversees Right Step's use of our facilities.  
 
Parish Director’s Report  

• Three meetings of a communications committee have already been held; work is now being done on 
updating the parish website and eventually a parish app will be implemented. The committee has 
recommended using LPi, our bulletin company, for a new website and the parish app.  

• The four classrooms regularly used for Christian Formation have been redone and refurnished better to 
meet the needs of their users.  

• The parish roster is being updated, with individuals/families who for three years have not participated in 
parish life (attending or giving) being contacted at least three times.  Those indicating interest will 
remain as members; the few who do not respond at all will be removed.  

• Those attending the September 30 or October 1 Synod Gathering may carpool to the event.  
 
Comments from Parishioners (continued)  
Cheryle had several recommendations/concerns:  

• Consider ringing bells during the elevation of the bread and cup, a suggestion which will be considered 
by the Prayer & Worship Committee.  

• Consider creating a mobile "store" at which items for baptisms/first communions/weddings and other 
special occasions would be available for sale.  

• What response has there been to the Time/Talent sheets? Cheryle was assured that needful follow-up 
(and additional seeking for volunteers) will be done.  

• The Granville Room should be given an aesthetic make-over.  
 
What are you hearing?  
Rick commented on the beautiful concert given by Thadeus Brooks after mass on Sunday, August 21. 
  
Closing Prayer  
Everyone joined in the Year of Mercy prayer.  At about 8:20 p.m., a motion to adjourn was seconded and 
approved. 


