
St. Catherine of Alexandria 
8661 North 76th Place, Milwaukee, WI 53223 

 
St. Catherine of Alexandria, the church on the hill since 1855, joins together as a Catholic community 

 to give praise and thanks to God by living and sharing our faith in Jesus Christ  
through our worship, formation and outreach.  

With our cluster parishes, we strive to make Christ visible to our wider community. 

                        ANNUAL ALL PARISH MEETING MINUTES                      

September 27, 2016 

 

Present for the meeting were Pastoral Council members Debra Hintz, Rick Korpela, Pat Lehman, Sue 
Niemi, Sue Armacost, Les Paulson, Ralph Boeckl, Marie Brushafer, Maureen Conaty, Lyn Keever and 
Lynne LeMense, Finance Council members Stephanie Gilles, Jeff Jaroczynski, Ed Laskowski and Linda 
Schulz, and about twenty-five other persons. 
 
The meeting was called to order shortly after 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pastoral Council and Finance Committee members were introduced. 
 
Parish Director Debbie Hintz led the opening prayer. 
 
No representative was present to speak of Northwest Catholic and what it means to be a Seton Catholic 
School, but Debbie explained that the Seton school model will eventually embrace all of Milwaukee and 
the surrounding area, sharing staff and resources and strengthening inner city schools. 
 
Debbie Hintz presented an update on parish collaboration and the future of our three parishes (St. 
Catherine, St. Bernadette, and Our Lady of Good Hope): 

• A committee has been established (pastor or parish director/council chairperson/staff member 
from all three parishes) to direct the collaboration process. 

• Throughout the diocese, there are fewer priests; soon there will be 100 priests for 197 parishes. 
• Throughout the diocese, in our cluster, and in our parish there are fewer Catholics (St. Catherine 

numbered 5779 individuals in 1980; today we have 475 households and 953 individuals). 
• Less money (not an immediate problem for St. Catherine, but certainly a concern). 
• Throughout the diocese and in our cluster it has not been determined if any parishes will close. 
• Building community Is so very necessary. 
• How will the Church be present in the future; how do we at St. Catherine and in our cluster bring 

a Catholic presence to the northwest side of the City of Milwaukee, Brown Deer, and the southern 
area of Mequon that we embrace? 

 



Reports from Committees and the Finance Council 
• Speaking for the Christian Formation committee, Lorrie Maples mentioned a tri-parish 

committee focusing on how to make kids visible in their parishes. She also noted that many of the 
current catechists are from St. Catherine, with classes meeting on Wednesdays. Confirmation will 
be at St. Bernadette on May 27, 2017. Worthwhile programs are being offered in adult education. 

• Speaking for the Human Concerns committee, Judy Dollhausen mentioned prayer shawls/the 
First Friday community breakfast/Guest House support/Repairers of the Breach sleeping 
bags/cash support for St. Vincent de Paul/food contributions/meal program at All Peoples 
Church/ bereavement ministry active in attending funerals and staying in touch/All Souls' Mass. 
Also mentioned were the MPD4 Faith Based Organization (a police-community conversation will 
be held) and visits to the sick and outreach to nursing homes (eucharistic ministers), for which 
people have expressed appreciation. 

• Speaking for the Prayer & Worship committee, Kevin Senfleben spoke of our desire to be 
welcoming and inclusive and stressed that there are no such things as "ordinary" Sundays. He 
also commended the choir for its participation in our worship. 

• Speaking for the Stewardship committee, Debbie Hintz spoke of a follow-up to the spring 
stewardship appeal, the welcome extended to newcomers, the Appreciation Social, and social 
media/communications. 

• Speaking for the Finance Council, Jeff Jaroczynski presented the 2016-2017 budget (holding the 
line?). He also mentioned that Right Step will be leaving at the end of the school year and that a 
new tenant will be sought. With regard to property care and maintenance, security cameras will 
be put in place and that key cards will replace actual keys. Replacing the angels in the cemetery 
could be a challenge, but necessary steps will be taken. The proper zoning for the cemetery will 
be obtained (no problem anticipated); the cemetery may eventually be expanded and would 
include a columbarium. 

 
Questions and Answers 

• Linda Schulz responded to a question about how many folks are included in salary and benefits; 
she reported four full-time staff, the two priests, and five part-time staff members. 

• What is liturgy expense? Administration; the bulletins and worship guides. 
• What of our grant request? There should be a response by early December 2016. 
• What of holding hands during the Lord's Prayer? The action is not mandated, but is a matter of 

personal preference. 
• Why is the Church growing in Africa????? 

 
At about 8:15 p.m., the meeting was closed with Debbie Hintz leading all present in prayer. 

                                                                                        

        
 

 
 

 


