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          April 23, 2021 
 
Dear Parishioners of St. Olaf, 
 
Wishing you joy and hope in this Easter season.   
 
It seems to me that if there was a time to call ourselves to the joy and hope that Easter 
promises, it is this year as we continue our journey through the pandemic.   There have 
been dark times over this past year, and yet, with the advent of the vaccines I believe 
we are beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel.  How far away that light is 
uncertain, but we are certain it will come.   
 
As with many parishes, we are looking forward to what life will look like on the other 
side of the tunnel.  The fact is, that after all these months, it is unlikely that we will just 
return to life as it was before the pandemic.  I foresee that returning to a sense of 
normalcy will take planning and effort. 
 
I am establishing a Welcome Back Committee, with the goal of organizing efforts to 
commemorate what we have been through during the pandemic, encourage people to 
return to Mass, revitalize our parish community and parish ministries, and look for new 
opportunities as people return.   
 
COMMEMORATION WEEKEND 
 
The first phase of our coming together will be a Commemoration Weekend.  Over this 
year there have been many events postponed or cancelled, many milestones 
unrecognized and uncelebrated, and aspects of our lives that need to be recognized.  
This weekend will be a time to acknowledge, perhaps if belated, these events and 
milestones as a community.   The date of this event will be announced on our parish 
website. 
 
COMMEMORATION WALL 
 
We will be creating a commemoration wall in the commons or parish hall.  This will be a 
list of the baptisms, first communions, confirmations, weddings and funerals from these 
past months.  All parishioners will also have a chance to add any milestones that you 
wish to commemorate with the parish, perhaps a significant birthday or anniversary.  



Maybe you have an insight from this time you would like to share, or persons you wish 
to thank or remember.  You can submit these events for the wall on the enclosed sheet, 
or through our parish website. 
 
REOPENING 
 
We look forward to a weekend in the future when we can celebrate our coming 
together as a full community and resume activities that are an important part of parish 
life.  Although we don’t know when that will be or what it will look like, we would 
expect it would include a significant relaxing of restrictions, such as being able to 
dispense with face coverings and not observe social distances, the ability to resume 
singing at Mass, shaking hands at the sign of peace, after mass fellowship, etc.   
 
 
For updates to our commemoration and reopening plans, as well as other activities, 
please go to the website and click on the Welcome Back banner at the top of the page.   
 
Know that I miss all those who have not felt able to come to mass over these past 
months.  And please pray for our parish and each other as we come to what I think will 
be an exciting time.  And, as always, please pray for me, your pastor. 
 
 
May the Risen Lord guide our efforts, and guide the way to love, hope and unity.   
 
 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

 
Rev. Thomas E Mattingly, Pastor 
 


