2nd reading

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as he chose us in
him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish
before him. In love he destined us for adoption to himself through Jesus
Christ, in accord with the favor of His will.

The Word of the Lord!! !

--Thanks be to God.

2nd reading

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans
Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were indeed buried with Him through baptism
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might live in newness of life. If, then, we have died with
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him. We know that Christ,
raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has power over Him.

The Word of the Lord!! !

--Thanks be to God.

2nd reading

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans
If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own
Son, but handed him over for us all, how will he not also give us everything
else along with him? Who will bring charge against God’s chosen ones?
It is God who acquits us. Who will condemn? It is Christ Jesus who dies,
rather, was raised, who also is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us.
What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? No, in all
these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord!! !

--Thanks be to God.

2nd reading

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans
None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, we
live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord. So then, whether we
live or die, we are the Lord’s. For this is why Christ died and came to life,
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. For we shall stand
before the judgment seat of God. For it is written:
!
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend before me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God.”
!
So then each of us shall give an account of himself to God.

The Word of the Lord!! !

--Thanks be to God.

2nd reading

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep. For since death came through a human being, the
resurrection of the dead came also through a human being. For just as in
Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in
proper order. Christ is the first fruits. Then, at his coming, those who
belong to Christ.

The Word of the Lord!! !

--Thanks be to God.

2nd reading

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.
Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all fall asleep, but we will all be
changed, in an instant, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. For that which is incorruptible must clothe itself with
incorruptibility, and that which is mortal must clothe itself with immortality.
And when that which is corruptible clothes itself with incorruptibility, and
that which is mortal clothes itself with immortality, then the word that is
written shall come about:
!
!
!

“Death is swallowed up in victory.
Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to
God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord!! !

--Thanks be to God.

