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COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

From our President Jeanette Fortier

“A New Year”
Greetings to all my Council of Catholic Women sisters and to
those who receive this W-RDCCW newsletter. This is written to
you on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, so, Merry Christmas and
blessings for the New Year. A new beginning for us all! May all
your hopes, dreams, and the desires of your heart find favor with
God.
Be like Mary. That was Fr. McGrath’s homily today at St. Mary’s
in Chatfield. The angel says to Mary (Luke 1:37) “… for nothing is
impossible with God.” Elizabeth says to Mary (Luke 1:43) “But
who am I that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” And in
Luke 1:46, Mary says “My being proclaims the greatness of the
Lord, my spirit finds joy in God my savior...” Some good points
for reflection as women of the
Church. What “impossible”
things in life have you placed
in the hands of Jesus? Who
are the women in your life
that bring Christ to you? How
do you form relationships with
other Catholic women? How
does your life proclaim the
greatness of the Lord?
Where does your spirit find
joy? You’ve got a whole year
to reflect on it!

Mission Statement:
The WRDCCW acts to support,
empower and educate all
Catholic Women of the Diocese
in spirituality, leadership and
service. The Council unites
Catholic organizations of
women, diocesan areas and
parish affiliates for the purpose
of producing activities, providing service and education,
fostering spirituality by responding with Gospel values to
the needs of the Church and
society in the modern world.
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President’s Report continued:
Plan Ahead. Some important dates coming up in 2021.


June 11/12 Conference of the St. Paul/Minneapolis Province in St. Augusta, MN.
Great speakers including our NCCW President Jean Kelly. Our Diocese will be responsible for hospitality during the conference. We’d appreciate your help!



August 25-28 Annual Convention of the National Council of Catholic Women in Arlington, VA. Celebrating 101 years, it will be a wondrous experience. Empowering
speakers, interesting tours, and women from across the country. What more could
you ask for?



September 24-25 Diocese of Winona-Rochester Council of Catholic Women Annual Convention. Details will be coming. Make sure you mark it on your calendar.
You won’t want to miss it. On all levels, organizers stay on top of procedures for
Covid, planning hybrid models of these events if necessary.

It’s great to hear from you. Over the past few quarters when this newsletter is sent
out, I have heard from one or two people. I would really like to hear from you. This
quarter, I am wondering what websites you watch that strengthen your faith. We’ll
pass them on to others.
A Christmas memory. In the late 1980’s, I
would help with story time at the Chatfield Public Library. One year, at story time just before
Christmas, I told the story “The Littlest Angel.
Using my creative dramatics knowledge from
college the children acted out opening a Christmas present and sharing with the other children
what was inside. After the exercise, as the children got up to leave, one of the girls came up
and said, “Jeanette, you didn’t tell us what was
in your present.” I smiled and told her that I’d
given up on Santa. For years I’d been asking
for a man under my tree. (Being single it
seemed a simple request) Alas, the gift never
showed up. The little girl responded, “Don’t give up Jeanette, he just hasn’t found the
right one for you yet.” Reflecting on the story this Advent, I realized that gift has been
under my tree all this time. It is Christ in the manger. Too bad I took so long to find it.
A blessed and happy 2021 to all.
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January 2021 Spirituality Commission
Church Report
Valerie Ehlenfeldt, P.O. Box 83 Ostrander, MN 55961
507-440-8629 ehlenfeldt.valerie@yahoo.com

Fifteen Ways to Gain an Indulgence in the Year of St. Joseph
Plenary indulgences remit all temporal punishment due to sin and
must be accompanied by full detachment from sin.
Courtney Mare/CAN – Vatican - December 12, 2020
Pope Francis has decreed a Year of St. Joseph in which Catholics will have the
opportunity to obtain a special plenary indulgence.
Until December 2021, there are many new ways that Catholics can receive an
indulgence, including entrusting their daily work to the protection of St. Joseph
the Worker or reciting the rosary with their families.
These acts must be accompanied by sacramental confession, Eucharistic Communion, and prayer for the pope’s intentions, the usual conditions to obtain
any plenary indulgence.
Plenary indulgences remit all temporal punishment due to sin and must be accompanied by full detachment from sin.
According to the decree issued by the Apostolic Penitentiary on Dec. 8, there
are 15 ways to receive an indulgence in the Year of St. Joseph:
1) Participate in a spiritual retreat for at least one day that includes a meditation on St. Joseph.
2) Pray for St. Joseph’s intercession for the unemployed that they might find dignifying work.
3) Recite the Litany of St. Joseph for persecuted Christians. Byzantine Catholics have the option of an
Akathist to St. Joseph.
4) Entrust one’s daily work and activity to the protection of St. Joseph the Worker.
5) Follow St. Joseph’s example in performing a corporal work of mercy. These include feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting the imprisoned,
visiting the sick, and burying the dead.
6) Perform one of the spiritual works of mercy, such as comforting the sorrowful, counseling the doubtful, instructing the ignorant, admonishing the sinner, bearing wrongs patiently, forgiving injuries, and
praying for the living and the dead.
7) Pray the rosary together with one’s family in order that “all Christian families may be stimulated to
recreate the same atmosphere of intimate communion, love and prayer that was in the Holy Family.”
8) Engaged couples can also receive an indulgence from praying the rosary together.
9) Meditate for at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s Prayer, because St. Joseph “invites us to rediscover
our filial relationship with the Father, to renew fidelity to prayer, to listen and correspond with profound discernment to God’s will.”
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Church Report continued:
10)

Pray an approved prayer to St. Joseph on St. Joseph Sunday, the Sunday
after Christmas in the Byzantine Catholic tradition.

11)

Celebrate the feast of St. Joseph on March 19 with an act of piety in honor
of St. Joseph.

12)
13)

Pray an approved prayer to St. Joseph on the 19th of any month.
Honor Joseph with an act of piety or approved prayer on a Wednesday, the
day traditionally dedicated to St. Joseph.

14)

Pray to St. Joseph on the Feast of the Holy Family on Dec. 29.

15)

Celebrate the feast of St. Joseph the Worker on May 1 with an act of piety or prayer.

“All the faithful will thus have the opportunity to commit themselves, with prayers and good works, to obtain with the help of St. Joseph, head of the celestial Family of Nazareth, comfort and relief from the serious human and social tribulations that today afflict the contemporary world,” the decree signed by Cardinal Mauro Piacenza said.
The elderly, the sick, and the dying who are unable to leave their homes due to the coronavirus pandemic
also have special permission to receive an indulgence by “offering with trust in God the pains and discomforts” of their lives with a prayer to St. Joseph, hope of the sick and patron of a happy death.
The decree noted that in this instance the person must have the intention of fulfilling, as soon as possible, the three usual conditions for an indulgence, as well as a detachment from sin.
The Apostolic Penitentiary permits any prayer to St. Joseph approved by the Church, mentioning in particular the “To you, O blessed Joseph” prayer composed by Pope Leo XIII:
“To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our tribulation,
and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse,
we confidently invoke your patronage also.
Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God
and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus,
we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance
which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood,
and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities.”
“O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ;
O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence;
O our most mighty protector, be kind to us
and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness.”
“As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril,
so now protect God's Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity;
shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that,
supported by your example and your aid,
we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness,
and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen.”
Courtney Mare: © 2020 EWTN News, Inc. Reprinted with permission from the National Catholic Register – www.ncregister.com
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January 2021 Spirituality Commission
Respect Life Report

By Linda McGuire, 60677 227th Ave. Mantorville, MN 55955
Linda11carlson@hotmail.com

“O Holy Night” - This has been my favorite Christmas song of all time. This might have to do with the
fact that we played this song in high school band and
we French horn players had the most beautiful part
to play. However, I just read an article about the
words within this song and now have an even deeper
admiration during this time of COVID-19. The writer,
Annie Holmquist of Intellectual Takeout, reflects
upon the song’s
lyrics “A thrill of
hope, the weary
world rejoices, for
yonder breaks, a
new and glorious
morn”. She
points out the
weariness of our
day. Covid-19 has
impacted lives in
so many ways.
People are struggling. Interpersonal relationships have changed. Many people are
depressed, lonely or just tired. They are, as the song
says, weary. But wait (no, I am not selling a “as seen
on TV” ad), we are approaching that new and glorious morn! How exciting is that? God himself is incarnate, a newborn baby in Bethlehem. Hope for
the world. An understanding that despite all of our
human failings, God is still with us and hasn’t given
up on us. Wow. I’ll come back to this later.
Regarding COVID-19, we have had great news on the
vaccine front. The USCCB however cautions us as
many vaccines are derived using aborted fetal tissue
or cell lines. After reviewing the different vaccines,
the USCCB has concluded that the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are the most ethically acceptable and
that the AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson vacPage 5

cines are morally compromised and should be
avoided if alternatives are available.
The 2020 election season is not quite over. At this
time, the Democrats have retained control of the US
House but with a much smaller majority. Control of
the US Senate is up to the results of the 2 Georgia
runoff elections scheduled for early January. If the
Democrats win both, the Senate will be an even 5050 split, with Kamala Harris as the tie-breaker
(presuming Biden is inaugurated). This lack of
checks and balances is very alarming from a pro-life
perspective. The Democrats have discussed stacking
the US Supreme Court by adding justices, which
would likely negate the prolife gains in the Supreme
Court since the 1973 7-2 Roe v Wade decision. The
Democrats will also likely re-introduce the innoculously named “Women’s Health Protection Act”,
which would negate every single protective pro-life
law in all 50 states. These laws exist to protect the
unborn and their mothers, ensure conscience protections for healthcare workers, and ensure parental
rights. In short, we must vocally oppose this legislation and inform others of its implications.
Biden is also expected to reverse the Mexico City
policy, which will then force Americans to fund abortions in other nations. Additionally, he will likely
force Americans to give more tax dollars to Planned
Parenthood, the nation’s largest abortion provider.
Worse yet, Biden often likes to mention his Catholic
faith but is undeterred in his support for unlimited
abortion on demand, gay marriage, and euthanasia,
despite the Church’s teachings to the contrary. This
can be very confusing to the moral formation of
Catholics, who may then feel the church supports
these issues. It will be up to us, with the help of the
USCCB, to point out the teaching of the Church on
these issues.
Connecting Catholic Women

Respect Life Report continued:
December 15th marked the 25th anniversary of the
Minnesota Supreme Court decision Doe V Gomez.
This decision claimed a
“right” to abortion in
the Minnesota Constitution. This then extrapolated that if Medicaid
covers childbirth, it
must also cover elective
abortions. Simply put,
Minnesota taxpayers
cover the cost of Medicaid abortions. This cost
in 2018 alone was $1.03 million- paying for 4,256
abortions. In these 25 years, taxpayers have paid to
abort over 90,000 babies. Much research, including
that of The Guttmacher Institute, which is a research
institute aligned with the abortion industry, shows
that public funding of abortion leads to significantly
more overall abortions than would have otherwise
taken place. This law, as mentioned earlier, enshrined a right to abortion in our state constitution.
Due to this, abortion would remain legal and largely
increasingly taxpayer funded in Minnesota even if
the US Supreme Court struck down Roe v Wade at
some future time.

In these 25 years,
taxpayers have
paid to abort
over 90,000 babies.

“Slippery slope” is a general term referring to the
unintended but natural (or to be expected if one has
any imagination) consequences of a policy. I remember my dad talking about abortion in the early 1980’s
and fearing that it would lead to euthanasia and
then some. To some, that was crazy talk back then.
But now, less than 40 years later, euthanasia has euphemistically become known as assisted suicide and
is often seen as a compassionate and merciful act.
Why, after all, should we force someone to remain
living when they have a terminal disease and are in
pain? What is the point? The point is the slippery
slope. What was cushioned in compassionate language has become a policy that in effect causes
many people to seek death rather than feel like a
burden to their loved ones. Others who suffer from
depression resort to this rather than receive loving
Page 6

care and understanding. Examples abound but let
me just point to the sad state of affairs developing in
Canada. In 2015, the Canadian Supreme Court legalized assisting in a suicide. This has rapidly morphed
into so much more than helping those facing interminable pain and impending death to now also apply
to those not just in physical pain but in psychological
pain with NO terminal illness. The request to be
killed no longer has a required waiting period but
can now be carried out the same day. Nearly one in
fifty deaths in Canada are attributed to assisted suicide. The procedure may soon be available to children and the mentally ill. We must remain vigilant
and explain our position with love when this ongoing
debate renews.
While the above stories certainly are troubling, our

God loves us and has given us a capacity to choose
and to love one another. We can certainly be hopeful, knowing that God the Father chose to send His
son as a newborn babe, humbly born in a manger,
allowing the shepherds, outcasts of the day, the first
glimpses of this miracle, this love. We can look to not
only Jesus but also the saints for examples of selfless
love. We can strive to be better and to advocate for
God’s gift of life. Sometimes it may feel like we are
voices in the wilderness but so was John the Baptist.
If we truly believe as we say we do, our victory has
already been won. Love will guide us.
Blessings to all of you in 2021.

Human life- Respect it, protect it.

Connecting Catholic Women

January 2021 Spirituality Commission
Anti-Pornography/Legislative Report
By Ellen Allen, Kasson MN
507-634-6673
ejallen2@kmtel.com

I have to admit to you that this is my last commission report after three years of writing. However,
it is bitter-sweet. In the process I am very grateful to have worked and learned much from my
CCW commission experience, and with the help of many of you. In addition, it has been such a
pleasure to have made friendships with you, wonderful and giving Catholic women. Talking/
praying with Catholic women is great.
Therein, I hope to stay in touch with you all by way of CCW meetings, newsletters, convention,
phone or otherwise. If at any time I can help you, please give me a jingle, or we can just chat as
that would be nice too.

These are some of my favorite sayings:


Give your troubles to God….He is up all night anyway.



If you are what you should be, you will set the whole world on fire!!



Without friends, no one would choose to live, though he had all other goods.



Just because you’re mad at someone doesn’t mean you stop loving them.
Happiness is a perfume you cannot pour on others without getting a few drops on yourself. Ralph Waldo Emerson



Prayer
O Holy Spirit, soul of my soul, I adore You,
Enlighten, guide, strengthen, and console me.
Tell me what I ought to do and command me to do it.
I Promise to be submissive in everything that You ask of me,
and to accept all that You permit to happen to me.
Only show me what is Your will.
Amen

Quote: Pope John Paul II – “A society will be judged on the basis of how it treats it weakest members; and among the most vulnerable are surely the unborn & dying.”
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Anti-Pornography/Legislative Report continued:

TWO Wolves:
One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a battle that goes on inside people. He
said “My son, the battle is between two wolves inside us all.
“One wolf is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority and ego.”
The other wolf is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence,
empathy, generosity, truth, compassion, and faith.
The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather, “Which wolf
wins?”
The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.”

I think women are foolish to pretend they are equal to men.
They are far superior and always have been.
Whatever you give a woman, she will make greater.
If you give her sperm, she will give you a baby.
If you give her a house, she will give you a home.
If you give her groceries, she will give you a meal.
If you give her a smile, she will give you her heart.
She multiplies and enlarges what is given to her.
By: William Golding, British Novelist, Playwright & Poet, 1911-1993

The faults of the children are not always imputed to the parents, especially when
they have instructed them and given good example.
Our Lord, in His wondrous Providence, allows children to break the hearts of devout
fathers and mothers. Thus the decisions your children have made don’t make you a failure as a parent in God’s eyes. You are entitled to feel sorrow but not necessarily guilt. Do
not cease praying for your children, God’s grace can touch a hardened heart. Commend
your children to Immaculate Heart of Mary. When parents pray the Rosary, at the end of
each decade, they should hold the Rosary aloft and say to her, “With these beads bind my
children to your Immaculate Heart”. SHE WILL ATTEND TO THEIR SOULS.
St.Louise deMarillac
“My precious child, I love you and would never leave you.
When you saw only one set of footprints,
It was then that I carried you.”
Quote of St. Francis: “Every child that isn’t born, but is unjustly condemned to be aborted,
has the face of Jesus Christ, has the face of the Lord.”
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Anti-Pornography Report continued:
The following information was taken from the December Pastoral Center Update, Diocese of Winona-Rochester.
For the past two years, parishes in our Diocese have participated in Safe Haven
Sunday. Inspired by the USCCB’s formal statement Create in Me a Clean Heart: A
Pastoral Response to Pornography, Safe Haven Sunday is a weekend set aside
within the liturgical calendar by diocese and parishes to directly address the societal harms of pornography. Within the context of the Mass, parishes are able to provide teaching and resources that will support individuals, marriages, and families in
making all homes a safe haven. Safe Haven Sunday will take place on the weekend of February 6-7, 2021.
The resource is entitled Connected: How Strong Family Relationships Lead To
Internet-Safe Kids. Connected is a proactive resource that explores how a strong
family connection can protect children and teens from the dangers of hidden pornography use. It contains real-life stories and practical tips for maintaining or reestablishing connection in your family. Connected will strengthen your relationship
with God, your spouse and your children so your family can live pornography free.
Our Diocesan Council has ordered several copies. If you are interested, please
contact Jeanette Fortier.

A SAINTLY RECIPE FOR A WOMAN OF FAITH
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January 2021 Leadership Commission
By Eleanore Jones, 17434 Co. 14, Spring Valley, MN 55975
eleanore_j@hotmail.com
507-937-3460

Dear sisters in Christ we are called to support, empower and educate all Catholic Women in spirituality, leadership and service. We have our work cut
out for us and let us pray that we will be able to do
this with the help of the Holy Spirit’s guidance and
our Blessed Mother’s help.

Support, Empower and Educate

Let us remember to mentor women in council as we all have so much to share and let us learn from each
other for we all have different talents which will make our councils grow.
The Fulfillment of Prophecy This piece is from one of our earlier issues and it therefore is somewhat
dated. But it certainly still applies today. Taken from Garabandal Journal Nov.-Dec. 2020. Garabandal
Journal P.O. Box 1796 Saint Cloud, MN 56302-1796
In Our Lady’s second Message of Garabandal delivered on her behalf by Saint Michael the Archangel to
Conchita on the night of June 18, 1965, she said: …less and less importance is being given to the Eucharist.” The following excerpts from Ruth Wilkinson’s book on the Holy Eucharist really bring home the truth
of this prophetic statement of the Blessed Virgin. A January 1992 Callup Poll reported that “fewer than
45% of Catholics who receive Holy Communion at least weekly acknowledged that they were receiving the
Body Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ under the appearances of bread and wine.” (From
an address given by Father James Buckley, FSSP, and published in the July, 2000, issue of the newsletter
Coalition in Support of Ecclesia Dei)
Catholics in the Diocese of Rochester, New York, were polled in a November, 1997, survey. The results
showed that a mere 35% of Catholics surveyed still believe that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist.
(From the Catholic Newspaper The Remnant of December 15, 1997)
According to a New York Times/CBS Poll during the summer of 2003, 70% of Catholics aged 18-44 believe the Eucharist is merely a “symbol” of Jesus. (From the August, 2003, Regina Coeli Report, Kansas
City, Missouri)
“Over the past four decades…the Church has experienced a sharp fall off in attendance at Mass…. (and)
a cessation of belief in the Real Presence among a clear majority of the lairy. Surveys suggest that 70%
of Catholics no longer accept the doctrine” [of Our Lords’ presence in the Blessed Sacrament]. (The Remnant, October 15, 2006)
At this time of year, we are terribly busy with many things and we forget the true meaning of Christmas.
Listen to the beautiful Christmas hymns which we all treasure. There is a peace found there that the
world cannot give us. Hymns like Silent Night, O Holy Night, O Come All Ye Faithfull, Joy to the World and
so many many more that we treasure. Let us find the peace in our hearts and in our lives that will calm
all our fears. With God anything is possible!
May all of you have a Blessed and Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year! I will be praying for all of you and your families ask that you do the same for me and my family.
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January 2021 Service Commission
Family & Community Concerns Report
Kathy Wilmes
mamawilmes@hotmail.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!
My name is Kathy Wilmes. This is a homecoming of sorts for me; once upon a
time, not so long ago, I was Family/Community Concerns Commissioner. I am honored to assume this position again, and to share with you some thoughts and ideas
on walking the journey of catholic family living.
I do not know about you, but I can’t wait for 2020 to get over. I think the one thing
that most saddens me about this year is the separation from family members and
other members of the community that help lift my spirits. Of course, the loss of my
father as well as my brother-in-law this year and the inability to share with friends
and family their lives of faith haven’t helped either.
But I would like to believe there is some upside to this dark valley that this pandemic has forced upon us; that is, the gift of quiet thoughts in the solitude, daily
prayers and celebrating Mass (early this year when the state was in complete lockdown, I enjoyed watching Mass and praying the Rosary online through Bishop Barron’s Word on Fire website, and I still pray in both forms everyday now online if I
can’t find a Mass opportunity in my parish home).
This month we celebrate Christmas uncommonly. Most of us will be at home, with
our own families, unable to join relatives and friends as we have in the past. And
that can be a challenge, especially for those of you who, like me, have disabled
relatives who don’t understand the reasoning behind the new rules.
Explaining to my disabled sister why she must stay away for both holidays is a
tough assignment.
But right after Christmas, we celebrate the feast of the Holy
Family. Family life was so especially important to Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph. There is a song I love to play every
Christmas season. It’s called Joseph’s Song, sung by Michael Card, and it reflects on Joseph’s wonder of holding
the newborn Son of God, as well as a prayer to fit him for
raising such a special child. I’d like to think that we all are
in wonder of the special gift that is family life. At this sacred time, it is my prayer that we all live each day in wonderment of the great gift of family that is ours and make
plans to connect with family members on December 27, as well as December 25 th.
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January 2021 Service Commission
International Report
By Rosanne Buehler, 406 N. Hill St, La Crescent, MN 55947
brbuehler@acegroup.cc
507-895-2403 (H)

I wish you a Merry Christmas and a healthy and blessed New Year. At this time of the year we think of
others who are in need. Many charities fund raise for the following year so they can serve others. Food
Pantries need donations. Many businesses have had to make changes or alterations so they can stay
open during these Covid-19 times. This year I shopped locally for family Christmas gifts. We’ve had to
make many changes in our lives to protect ourselves and others. I am grateful for the new coronavirus
vaccine and shots were started the week of December 14, 2020. Since the vaccine is reported to be
95% effective we must still wear masks and follow CDC guidelines until we’re given the word we don’t
have to anymore. We pray for positive progress since it is affecting all of us around the world.
Our International Commission has many sewing projects for our missions.
Both missions that we serve always have needs for pillowcase dresses,
diapers, fabric totes, bandages, infant clothing, britches for boys, blankets
and quilts. These are great winter projects. If you have any questions on
patterns or need other information, please email me or call me.

Both missions that we
serve always have needs
for pillowcase dresses,
diapers, fabric totes,
bandages, infant
clothing, britches for
boys, blankets and quilts

Sacred Heart Haiti Missions is not taking donations presently but will start
taking them in April. Dale and Joyce would like to thank everyone for their
donations. Joyce stated that the donations were very good and were
packed and labeled so nicely. The sisters in Haiti report that there is a
great need for everything. They are short on food and few people are working. The coronavirus has affected them but fortunately the numbers are decreasing. There is unrest and violence there. It is not safe
and the government is not allowing visitors in at this time.
Rochester Medical Missions manager Diane Wagner would like to thank you for your donations this year.
They have been receiving a lot of donations of supplies and PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) from
Mayo and have been distributing locally and overseas. They have 14-16 volunteers who sort and pack
donations from 7-10 am every Wednesday. They receive some local donations from families who have
done home care (diapers, gauze, gloves etc.) and from other organizations (walkers, beds, commodes,
wheelchairs, scooters, etc.) and distribute to individuals or other local organizations. I need to make a
correction to the address for the warehouse where donations are taken. It is: 3100 40th Ave N.W., Rochester, MN. If you have questions you can email Diane at: wagner4@netscape or call her at 507-282-3634.
I still have many diaper kits to sew. Thank you for the many that have been sewn. I look forward to the
day when we meet again and I can bring some along to distribute but if you’re in the La Crescent area
and want some let me know.
During this holy season, let us be thankful for the many blessings and talents we’ve been given,
For our lives, which we share with so many and are grateful for every day,
And for Jesus who is our ultimate hope and in him everything is possible.
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We are not sure what the January W-RDCCW
meeting is going to look like. We hope to be
able to get together soon!
Stay safe and healthy!



June 11/12 Conference of the St. Paul/Minneapolis Province in
St. Augusta, MN.



August 25-28 Annual Convention of the National Council of
Catholic Women in Arlington, VA.



September 24-25 Diocese of Winona-Rochester Council of Catholic Women Annual Convention. Details will be coming. Make sure you mark it on your calendar.

The Fatima Center offers a pamphlet entitled
“Our Lady of Fatima’s Plan to Defeat This Coronavirus”
https://fatima.org/media/our-lady-of-fatimas-plan-to-defeat-this-coronavirus/
You can obtain a copy to learn more
Address: The Fatima Center
PO Box 1470
Buffalo, NY 14240
Phone: 1-800-263-8160
Email:
info@fatima.org
Pamphlet Number: LF438

Our Seminarian that WRDCCW sponsors, Jordan Danielson, has returned
home from seminary in Detroit and is doing on-line learning due to COVID
concerns. His address is:
Jordan Danielson
206 South Dover St
Dover, MN 55929
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Below are some newsletters that are very informative and we encourage you
to subscribe to them:







From Minnesota Catholic Conference. website: www.MNCatholic.org. To receive Catholic
Advocacy Network (A voice for life and dignity in Minnesota) contact kcross@mncatholic.org.
Regular updates about MN legislation with Minnesota Catholic Conference. Often there is an opportunity to contact legislators by clicking on a link on the website.
To receive Washington Weekly from Catholic Charities USA:
Email socialpolicy@catholiccharitiesusa.org. Insights on pending legislation and congressional activities. NCCW works with Catholic Charities.
Also sign into USCCB (Catholic Conference of Bishops) www.usccb.org for regular updates.
If you are a NCCW member NCCW.org you should be getting Connect the e-newsletter which highlights national programs. This month featured “Box of Joy” project and announced the anniversary
prayer service.

Former NCCW President, Mary Ann Kramer of Lucan, Minnesota, died on Monday, December
21st. Her funeral will be Monday, December 28th at Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church in Lucan. Part
of her obituary reads:
Mary Ann came from a long family line of female pioneers, including intrepid women
who set off on horseback to homestead in Montana and teach in one-room schoolhouses. That legacy and her formative experiences at all-girls Good Counsel and allwomen St. Scholastica inspired her deep engagement with the National Council of
Catholic Women (NCCW). Though she often preferred to work from behind the scenes
and cede the spotlight to others, she never hesitated to step forward to answer the
call to lead when asked. She was chosen for numerous leadership positions, culminating in her role as President (1987-89) with an agenda that focused on empowering
women as leaders. In 2015, she was voted NCCW Woman of the Year in recognition of her life-long contributions to the organization and role as outstanding model of service to others.
Mary Ann was interviewed over a year ago for a video presentation that will be shown in June 2021 at
our Province Conference. She is the mother of 9 children and 19 grandchildren. May she rest in peace.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 2021
JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH
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Intention for evangelization - Human fraternity May the Lord give us the grace to
live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for
one another, open to all.
Universal intention - Violence against women We pray for women who are victims of violence, that they may be protected by society and have their sufferings
considered and heeded.
Intention for evangelization - Sacrament of reconciliation Let us pray that we
may experience the sacrament of reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste
the infinite mercy of God.
Connecting Catholic Women

“Not Everything is Cancelled”
Not everything is cancelled…
Sun is not cancelled
Spring is not cancelled
Relationships are not cancelled
Love is not cancelled
Reading is not cancelled
Devotion is not cancelled
Music is not cancelled
Imagination is not cancelled
Kindness is not cancelled
Conversations are not cancelled
Hope is not cancelled
And God’s love for HIS people is never cancelled.

For more information go to:
https://wwme.org/

February
12-13, 2021

February 12-13, 2021
April 16-18, 2021
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Shalom Hill Farm, Windom
Sheep Shedde, Olivia
Connecting Catholic Women

