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Our Lady of the  
Assumption Church 

 81 Center Road 
Woodbridge CT  06525 

203/ 387-7119 
parishsecretaryoloa@gmail.com 

 





Pastors of Our Lady of the Assumption 
(1924-2022) 

 
Reverend Raymond O’Callaghan 1924-1956 

Reverend John Horgan  1956-1985 
Reverend Edward Jaksina  

and 
Reverend Philip Sheridan 1985-1992 
Monsignor Gene Gianelli 1992-2019 

Reverend Christopher Ford 2019-2022 
 

Reverend Glen J. Dmytryszyn, Administrator 
2022-present 

 
Priests Who Have Served the Parish 

 
Reverend Vincent Curran 
Reverend Francoise Eale 

Reverend Alphonas Fontano 
Reverend Ronald Genua 
Reverend Stephen Krugel 

Reverend Chacko Kumplam 
Reverend Robert Lord 
Reverend John Moskus 
Reverend Peter Mitchell 

Reverend Edmund O’Brien 
Reverend Vincent Paolillo 
Reverend Gerard Pelletier 

Monsignor Gerard Schmitz 
Reverend Joseph Sidera 
Reverend James Smith 
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Parish Garden (Social Action) 
 
In 1221, headed by Social 
Action, parishioners trans-
formed the former church 
playground into the OLOA 
Food Pantry Garden con-
taining 9 raised garden beds 
growing seasonal vegeta-
bles.  The garden is main-
tained by volunteers who 
water and weed on a weekly basis, harvest the vegetables 
when ripe, and deliver to needy organizations ministering to 
the poor and homeless.  All ages can participate.  Students 
can earn their community service hours. 

 
Ushers/Greeters  
 
Ushers are the first official representation of the church that 
people meet as they arrive. They offer a friendly, welcom-
ing presence to those coming to worship. They prepare the 
gifts that are taken up to the alter, take up the collection, 
assist during an emergency, help to seat people when the 
church is crowded, and hand out weekly bulletins. Volun-
teers can be high school age and above.  Community ser-
vice hours can be earned. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Action 
 
The Social Action Committee 
is committed to embrace, illu-
minate, and inspire the fulfill-
ment of the second greatest 
commandment: love your 
neighbor as yourself. They 
nurture spiritual growth and 
that of our parish family by 
serving the needs of individu-
als and families within the 
parish and surrounding communities.  The committee meets 
monthly September through June. 
 
Outreach activities for the poor include food collections, the 
Christmas Angel tree project of toys and gifts donated by 
parishioners to local needy organizations, and twice a year 

fundraising breakfasts to 
finance these endeavors.   
 
Volunteer help is needed 
to sort donated food. Peo-
ple are needed to sort and 
wrap Christmas gifts from 
the Angel Tree for the var-
ious organizations who 
requested aid.  
 
Volunteers are needed to 
help set up the church hall 
for the breakfasts by or-
ganizing tables, arranging 

table settings, and serving food.   
 
All ages high school and above are welcome and community 
service hours can be earned. 

 
 

History of Our Lady of the Assumption Church 
1924 to Present 

 
 
Our Lady Of The Assumption Parish has a rich and interesting history, filled with love 
and pride,  but also fraught with struggles leading up to the building of two churches.  
 
The Assumption parish had its beginning years ago as a mission chapel  At the turn of 
the twentieth century, the rich flatlands of Woodbridge closest to New Haven attracted 
a large number of Italian American farmers, stonemasons and laborers who built many 
of the reservoirs in the Woodbridge and Bethany areas.  At the beginning of the 20 th 
century, they would commute to New Haven to attend mass at the Italian parishes of 
St. Aedan, St. Anthony, St. Michael, and St. Ann in Hamden.  Before the mother 
church was built, there was a Rosary Society that met at the local Woodbridge Warner 
School on Lucy Street, which is now housing for the elderly. They continued to wor-
ship in the area churches until eventually, out of love of God, and the love of Mary, 
and their faith, these families desired a church of their own, not to make history but to 
reach heaven. 
 
In 1924, the work got underway for the new church on 1700 Litchfield Turnpike with 
land donated from the Perrotti family. In 1940, Father Raymond O’Callaghan, the 
pastor of St. Ann’s Church in Hamden, became the manager of the mission church. 
While the men worked on the building, the women of St Ann’s Rosary Society 
worked hard to purchase and pay for the new altar, the candelabra, and the statue of St 
Ann. Only a basement chapel at first, it was a modest structure, shingle-sided with a 
tar paper roof, seating 200 parishioners. The unfinished Church hall was at ground 
level. Though it was humble, it was a church of much pride and love. In the begin-
ning, the church couldn’t seem to climb out of the basement or out of debt. Fr. O’Cal-
laghan would scrub the floors of the church on his knees, along with the women of the 
parish. He frequently fasted for a full day when he repaired the statue of Our Lady of 
the Assumption. He said that it was his act of added devotion to Mary.  In 1952, the 
$19,000.00 debt was paid off, the church was rededicated, and the upper level was 
finally put to use as the church proper.  The structure was completely reroofed and 
refurbished, and a modest campagna or belfry was added to the front facade. The 
church hall was moved downstairs to the basement, and the church proper was redeco-
rated in blue and gold, with funneled oaken woodwork. Despite its small scale, it be-
came an impressive house of worship. 
 
After Fr. O’Callaghan’s death in 1956, Rev. John J. Horgan was appointed pastor and 
served in that capacity for 29 years until 1985.  As time went on, both Woodbridge 
and Bethany saw a rapid growth in population, and every Sunday brought more evi-
dence of steady attendance in the parish. Sunday masses increased from 3 to 5 to ac-
commodate the new parishioners. Not only was there a lack of space for church busi-
ness, but religious education classes were being held at the Warner School, town hall, 
and even the First Church of Christ in Woodbridge.  A quiet search began for a new 
and appropriate church site. The long quest was ended in July of 1958 when Mrs. 
David F. Fitzgerald offered to gift a 21-acre plot on 81 Center Road for $1 as a memo-
rial to her husband, the former mayor of New Haven, as a new church site. A new 
milestone of the Catholic church was reached.  
 
In June of 1960, the town of Bethany was transferred to the parish of the Assumption 
which increased the number of parishioner families from 500 to 1,000. Shortly there-
after, a church building fund was established, and a successful campaign for family 
pledges was launched.   



  The new Church on Center Road, designed by Pollack & Sullivan, was built and 
dedicated December 23, 1962 by Fr. Horgan with Bishop Henry J. O’Brien presid-
ing.  The stained-glass windows were the design of Jean Jacques Duval, a noted 
artist, and feature the many apparitions of the Blessed Mother. Attached was a 
religious education facility with eight classrooms.  The weekly sense of inadequa-
cy that surrounded the youth instruction programs made it essential to not only 
build a house of worship to handle perhaps 700, but also a facility to handle the 
same number of children in religion classes.  Archbishop O’Brien approved the 
regular attendance of Dominican priests from Providence College to help out. 
  
Upon the death of Fr. Horgan in 1985, the team ministry of Fr. Edward J. Jaksina 
and Fr. Philip A. Sheriden succeeded Fr. Horgan.  The parish stretched from New 
Haven past Beacon Falls toward Waterbury and increased in parishioners.  
  
In 1992, Fr. Gene Gianelli was appointed pastor of Our Lady of Assumption 
Church and served for 27 years until his death in 2020.  He reported that the fami-
lies had tripled to 1,461.  
  
In 1995, Antinozzi Associates was commissioned to update the church interior.  
The open concept with curtain opening to the church hall was modified to a solid 
wall behind the altar with a circular valance of wood framing the crucifix.  The 
sawtooth design of the ceiling enhanced by the skylight was carried out in marble 
for the altar and podium and in the relief under the wood valance. The altar rail 
was removed with the exception of a small section near the baptistry. The marble 
steps lead up to the altar in a harmonizing accent color. A remodeling of the 
church separated the church proper from the church hall with classrooms for the 
youth of the parish, a kitchen for parish gatherings, and a large community hall for 
many parish events.  After 9/11, a crucifix was fashioned from the twisted steel of 
the World Trade Center and hangs on the north wall of the church hall. 
  
Sr. Dorellen was appointed principal of the religious education classes and offered 
a two-week vacation Bible school during the summer, a fun filled experiential 
faith learning.  The Church continues its faith formation with the appointment of a 
Director for grades 1-6, a Director for grades 7-8, a Director of Confirmation, and 
a Director of Adult and Family Formation. The summer Bible camp continues 
successfully. 
  
At the present time, the mission (mother) church serves the congregation with 
daily masses four days a week.  The mission church recalls celebrations of wed-
dings and baptisms of many of the older parishioners and holds a wealth of histor-
ic memories.   
  
The new church demonstrates the physical growth of its congregation and is a sign 
of the spiritual vigor of the present and the past.  The newer church is handicapped 
accessible and able to handle the larger number of parishioners.  Both churches 
were built with the love of God, and the love of Mary, and continue to serve over 
1200 families. 

 Senior Lunches 
 
Noontime lunches 
are scheduled twice 
a year for seniors 
to get together, 
meet as a commu-
nity and gain spir-
itual insight. Lunch 
is provided for a 
nominal fee.  Volunteers are needed to set up the tables, 
arrange the food, and clean the church hall after the event.  

 
 
 
Simple Suppers  
 
Simple suppers are offered 
on Friday nights during 
Lent, with the suppers  
provided by the various 
church organizations. The 
suppers are gratis but free-
will offerings are encour-
aged for the named charity 
for the week. The suppers 
are followed by the Sta-
tions of the Cross Lenten 
devotion. Volunteers prepare a meatless meal or help in the 
setup and cleanup of the church hall.  Students can earn 
their community service hours. 
 
 



 

 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 
 
The Parish Pastoral 
Council serves the 
Pastor of the parish in 
a consultative and ad-
visory capacity. The 
council is composed 
of representatives 
from various minis-
tries, including Music, 
Faith Formation, Social Action, Ladies Guild, Nursing, Hos-
pitality, Bereavement, and the Knights of Columbus. Also 
on the Parish Pastoral Council are “at large” members, rep-
resenting general Parish members, ideally from many age 
groups. The Council works as a coordinating group for Par-
ish ministries, a source of feedback for our Pastor, and a fo-
rum to bring parish suggestions, concerns, and/or ideas for 
discussion.  
 
 

Rosary Warriors (daily) Zoom  
 
“For where two or three are 
gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst 
of them.”   
 

The Rosary warriors meet 
daily to recite the Rosary 
and Divine Chaplet on 
Zoom to petition God for 
prayer requests received, 

and to thank Him for all the gifts he has given us.  We ask 
that His will be done. 

Adult Faith Formation 
 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation  (RCIA) 
For RCIA enrollment, the mini-
mum age requirement is 18 
years of age. Participants in the 
RCIA process meet on Sunday 
mornings after 9:30 am Mass 
from September through May. Participants may include unbaptized 
adults, those baptized in a non-Catholic Christian Church who seek 
full communion with the Roman Catholic Church, and those bap-
tized as Catholic, who have not received First Communion and Con-
firmation. If you would like to participate in the RCIA program or 
would like to gather additional information, please contact Sister 
Carolyn Severino. Sponsors are also needed for the candidates for 
RCIA.  
Book Club—meets weekly in the Fall and Spring. The genre is one 
of a spiritual nature that enhances our own spirituality and/or helps 
us to see and understand our faith more deeply. Scripture Studies 
meets in the Fall and Spring. Various Books of the Bible are chosen 
from both Old and New testament or a topic is studied scripturally.  
Adult Confirmation—a five-week series offered in early Fall and 
early Spring to prepare adults for the Sacrament of Confirmation 
which is administered at St. Joseph Cathedral in Hartford along with 
other adults of the Archdiocese.  
Landings—a six-week series offered six weeks before Christmas 
and six weeks before Easter This is an opportunity for those who 
have been away from the Church to come “home” in a setting where 
one can ask questions, explore and reconnect.  
Spiritual Direction—an opportunity to deepen one’s relationship 
with God, to learn and grow in one’s personal spirituality, and culti-
vate a life attuned to spiritual matters.  
 

Altar Servers 
 

Being an altar server provides the opportunity for 
boys and girls who have made their First Com-
munion to assist the priest at the altar during 
mass Training is provided prior to serving in the 
ministry. The servers attend a designated mass or 
service on a rotating basis 

Volunteer Opportunities 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bereavement  
 

 
The bereavement ministry helps those 
mourning the loss of a loved one to 
find comfort and explore strategies to 
cope with grief and loss by conducting 
a 10 week “New Day Program.” 
 
 

 

Children’s Faith Formation  
 
The Children’s Faith Formation Program  aims to create real 

encounters with Jesus Christ 
for both students and fami-
lies. We offer programs for 
children in grades one 
through six..  Grades seven 
through eight have their own 
program director. Our high 
school students receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation 
in the tenth grade and are 

welcome to stay in our youth group once they have com-
pleted their Sacramental preparation and reception. The pro-
gram welcomes volunteer teachers and aides to the program. 
A Bible vacation fun camp is held each summer for one 
week on the church grounds. Students can earn community 
hours for these activities. 
 

Collection Counter 
 

The parish offertory counters 
meet once a week to count the 
monies from the previous 
weeks’ monetary contributions 
from parishioners. 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Ministry 
Adult Choir 
 

The Adult Choir sings weekly at the 9:30 Sunday Mass and 
has rehearsals weekly. 
EVERYONE is wel-
come to the adult choir, 
including youth in High 
School. If you love to 
raise your voices in 
song, this is the minis-
try for you. Men and 
women blend their talents in weekly tribute to God.   Com-
munity hours can be earned. 
 

Children’s Choir 
 

The Children’s Choir 
meets for practice once a 
week in late afternoon and 
sings at various parish 
events, including some 
Masses (Palm Sunday, the 
Social Action breakfast, 
Pentecost and probably 
one or two other selected 

Masses.) All elementary school children are welcome.  

 
Nursing Ministry 
 

The mission of the faith community parish nurse is to educate 
parishioners and foster an 
atmosphere of holistic health 
by incorporating the total per-
son in mind, body, and spirit. 
Check in the weekly bulletin 
for future blood pressure 
screenings and other services that our parish nurses will pro-
vide. Parish nurses are encourage to volunteer. 



 

Lectors 
 
The Ministry of the Lector is to assist at masses reading the 
first and second readings of the Bible. First and foremost, 

this ministry is an invitation 
to a deep and honest reflec-
tion of our individual journey 
with Jesus Christ. Lectors are 
called to bring all that they 
are into the presence of God 
and to appreciate the effect of 
the Word of God on them-
selves and to those to whom 
they proclaim this living text. 
All who read with clarity are 
invited to volunteer.  
 
 

 

Midnight Run  
 
The Midnight Run prepares lunches for the homeless from 
items donated by parishioners and distributes to approxi-

mately 150-200 people 
in local shelters. The 
group meets monthly in 
the Church Hall for this 
event from September 
through June All ages 
high school and above 
who are willing to pre-
pare sandwiches from 
the donations are wel-
come. Drivers are need-

ed to deliver to the local shelters.  Students can earn their 
community service hours in this project. 

 

Eucharistic Ministers  
 
The Ministry of Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion is 
for baptized and confirmed indi-
viduals who will assist the Ordi-
nary Minister of Holy Commun-
ion (Priest or Deacon) in the dis-
tribution of Holy Eucharist at 
Mass, convalescent homes, and 
the homebound sick. Classes are 
conducted before the conferring of this privilege.  
 
 
 

Events Committee  
 
The Events Committee plans large social events for parish-
ioners to promote a sense of community and fellowship 
among members.  Some of  
the events include a barbe-
cue, and the annual picnic. 
Helpers are needed to cook, 
set up tables and tents, set 
up games, and to arrange 
music and fun activities.  
Students can earn their community hours for these events. 
 
 
 
 

Finance Committee  
 
The Finance Committee consults 
the pastor on the financial status 
of the church.  



Hospitality Outreach  
 

The Hospitality Outreach 
welcomes new parishion-
ers to our church by reach-
ing out to them and 
providing helpful infor-
mation regarding the 

church. Volunteers are needed to help with various undertak-
ings throughout the year. 
 

 

Knights of Columbus Trinity Council #5467  
 

The Knights of Columbus 
was founded by Father Mi-
chael McGivney (now 
Blessed Michael McGivney 
awaiting sainthood) to aid 
widows and children in 
need.  Since 1882, member-
ship in the Knights of Co-
lumbus has been open to 
men 18 years of age or older 
who are "practical" (that is, 
practicing) Catholics in un-

ion with the Holy See. It is a family oriented fraternal organ-
ization. Trinity Council is affiliated with Our Lady of the 
Assumption Church, . They plan, organize and participate in 
numerous parish, religious, social, fraternal and fundraising 
events throughout the year. Major projects are winter coats 
for the poor, and community paper shredding. The Council 
also cooks breakfast for the Social Action event held twice a 
year. Men are needed to volunteer for the Council’s activities 
on an as needed basis  

 

 

Ladies Guild  
 
The Ladies Guild mission is to provide support to the parish 
and priests of Our Lady of the Assumption Church, foster a 
sense of community 
among its parishioners, 
practice social work 
and charity, and pro-
mote the Catholic faith 
and parish’s presence 
in the greater commu-
nity. For as little as 
two hours per year, you can make a difference. The Guild 
provides baptismal bibs and blankets for the newly baptized, 
organizes the Christmas Bazaar in the Fall, provides the 
Easter Egg Hunt in the Spring, and votes to award a mone-
tary scholarship aid to five young parishioners who have 
volunteered for church duties.   

 
Baptismal items need 
sewers and knitters, and 
donations of cloth and 
yarn for preparation of 
the bibs and blankets 
given to a newly bap-
tized child.  
 
The Christmas bazaar 
encourages women of 
the parish to volunteer to 
help run the baked goods 
table, sort the items for 
the white elephant room, 

provide kitchen help for the lunches sold, and help in the 
setting up for church hall for the event.  
 
Bakers are needed for the receptions held during the course 
of the Church year.  


