
LOYOLA SCHOOL 
LIYAI,  

MANIPUR, INDIA 

(A Jesuit Work) 

 

Online Contributions:  

Go to jesuitsmidwest.org : 
Support Us  

Donate Now  

Designation: International Missions  

Leave a Comment:  

For the work of Fr Jerome Veigas SJ, Kohima, India. 
 

OR 
 

Check payable to:  
JESUIT INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS  

With a memo:  
For the work of Fr Jerome Veigas SJ, Kohima, India. 
Send to:  
St Xavier Church,  
611 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202 
 

*All donations are tax exempt. 
 

***** 

It is our tradition to pray for our benefactors and 

friends during our school assembly every day.   

Know that five hundred children lift up their voices 

invoking God’s blessings on you in their prayers. 
 

 

Computer Education: 

The children in Liyai are soon to have access to 

computer education. In the coming academic year, 

we plan to introduce computer literacy from grade 

3 to 10. We need 40 computers to make sure every 

student has an opportunity to be proficient in this 

new skill. Your generous contribution of $500 would 

help in purchasing these computers. 

Connectivity: 

Liyai, in far northeastern India, is located 6,605 feet 

above sea-level. Due to poor roads and highways, 

the area has not benefitted from infrastructure 

development nor any improvement in electronic 

communication. For the people to flourish and 

compete in modern education, we must have a 

solid cyber-connection to the rest of the world. We 

badly need internet connectivity. Such 

improvements would cost at least $2,000 to set up 

the basic system.  

If you are interested to support the Jesuits and the 

lives of many in remote northeastern India, this is a 

perfect opportunity for you. Be assured, every tiny 

contribution you make will reach the most 

deserving. Such is the commitment we Jesuits make 

to God and to you, our generous partners. 

Would you like to 

help? 

Here is how you can make your contributions 

                            Mailing Address: 
Jerome Veigas SJ 
Loyola School, Jakhama 
KOHIMA 797006, Nagaland, INDIA. 
                              jeromeveigas@gmail.com 



‘A PEOPLE OF THE SEA’  

ON A MOUNTAIN TOP! 

Nestled among the lovely hills lies the little Indian village 

of Liyai (Zhaimai in local language) with a population of 

7,153 Poumai people living in 1,220 households. With 

lush green forests and beautiful hilltops, Liyai has a 

history of more than 500 years. In the language of the 

people, Liyai means “People of the Sea”. As per the 

folklore, the inhabitants of this village are the 

descendants of an ancestral tribe who took up residence 

here during a hunting trip. The people of the sea soon 

found the wonders of agriculture.  Thus, in the 1930s, the 

locals gave up hunting and chose farming as their prime 

mean of livelihood. 

The Poumai Naga tribe has been considered an important 

ethnic community in Manipur and Nagaland.  With a 

population of 179,189, the tribe is spread among 94 

villages, as per the 2011 Census.  The people speak Poula, 

and they are known for their gorgeous outfits and artistic 

shawls. 

AND WITH YOUR HELP... 

 

Educating Girls: 
“Educate a girl and you 

educate a family.” This is a 

common saying among the 

Jesuits in northeast India. 

Educating girls is of great 

value for us.  What a 

mother knows is passed on 

to her children.  Unfortunately, the female 

literacy rate is much lower than boys. It is so low, 

that we have a priority to take special measures 

to bring girls to the school. Often, the girls are 

burdened with the added task of caring for their 

siblings, while the parents work in the farms. Our 

target is to help educate 100 girl children over the 

next 10 years. We can easily educate a child with 

$200 per year which provides for tuition, uniform, 

books, and stationery. Thank you for considering 

this opportunity. 

Auditorium: 
The goal of Jesuit education is the integral 

personal formation of the young. To achieve this, 

we need to create opportunities and facilities for 

students to excel in the arts, performance, 

speech, and theater. Simply put, our school needs 

an auditorium which can accommodate 500 

students. Furthermore, an auditorium would 

provide safety during times of inclement weather.  

Liyai suffers four months of heavy monsoon rains 

a year, as well as another four months of severe 

winter. The existing school has no auditorium that 

could serve the purpose of assembling the entire 

student body. A new auditorium would cost 

about $10,000 and provide space to exhibit 

student talent, spirit, and solidarity.  It would also 

help to protect the children from inclement 

weather. 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Christianity came to these parts as late as the early 

twentieth century when Mao Baptists planted the seeds 

of the Christian faith among the Poumai peoples. Due to 

the restrictions placed by the Baptists, the Catholic Church 

was not allowed to set foot here until 1950s. The Salesians 

of Don Bosco were instrumental in the spread of the 

Catholic faith around Liyai and other surrounding villages. 

After seventy years of growing in the Catholic faith, Liyai 

has given 6 priests and 20 religious sisters to the service of 

the Church with many more young men and women in 

formation. 

A JESUIT ENGAGEMENT 

In 2005, with 2,840 Catholics in number, Liyai was finally 

erected as a canonical parish and entrusted to the care of 

the Jesuits. The primary apostolic option for the Jesuits in 

Northeast India has been education for those in rural 

areas.  The village of Liyai is no exception. The overall 

literacy rate in Liyai is just 17.2% and the female literacy 

rate even worse: a meagre 6.8%.  Cultural and social 

development are possible only through good and quality 

education. As part of this new effort, the newly built 

Loyola School, inaugurated in 2017, offers space and 

facilities to over 500 students.  


