
 
April 30, 2020 

Dear friends and parishioners, 
 
     Today marks the end of a beautiful journey of grace for me at St Xavier Church.  Tomorrow, I will step 
down as pastor, and former pastor, Fr. Bob Thesing S.J., will serve as your parish administrator until the 
permanent pastor arrives in September.   
     In the days ahead, I plan to savor the abundant blessings received here during my upcoming two-week 
“retreat” at the start of May. And I will do so by remembering each of you by name.  On Friday May 1, First 
Friday and Feast of St Joseph, I will celebrate a private Mass of Thanksgiving at the very same time as the 
Jesuit community gathers for daily Mass at 5:00 pm.  It will be a time of holy gratitude to God for all the 
graces received in the last seven years as your pastor.   
     Times of transition offer a mixture of sadness, anxiety and confidence: sadness because I am leaving 
a place that has become my spiritual home for the last 7 years.  Anxiety goes along with the tenor of these 
uncertain days, health issues, and with the fluid transition to my next assignment in Chicago.  The future 
that awaits me is still not clearly in view.  But ultimately, I have a sense of confidence because I know 
deep down that God will be as faithful tomorrow as in the past.  “Give me only your love and your grace, 
that is enough for me.” 
     I am so grateful to all of you for the many small ways you have inspired me and (yes) called me to be a 
better priest, a better person.  That is the Christian vocation: to hear the call of the Lord in the people 
around you, and then to respond with trust – to go forward with eyes fixed on the Heart that created you 
from dust. In an extra special way, I want to thank and bless my fellow Jesuits (especially Fr. Joe Casey, 
S.J.) who have guided and supported me in the ways of parish ministry.  Oh, I cannot thank my staff 
enough.  These pastoral people love you and the Lord more than you can know.  They have offered time 
and talent to the fulfilling of our mission to live the Gospel.  And I must acknowledge every single one of 
our faithful St X volunteers:  those 10% who seem to “do everything” and help when the need is greatest.  
You know who you are!  You are ministers too, and often unnamed and unseen.  Indeed the Lord has seen 
the important work you do, and He will bless you with His Spirit to carry on with new leaders to come.   
     I give thanks to our benefactors and alumni for whom this parish owes its very structure and body.  
Many hearts are set on fire the moment they walk into the doors.  I know mine did.  In a way my 
departure is a closing of the full circle.  It was in November 1987 when I walked through the front door of 
church hoping to find yet one more brochure that explained how to join the Jesuits.  I found the last 
brochure and read it as I sat in the last pew by the statue of St Thérèse.  I joined the Society two years 
later, and from that time until now, this holy community has given life to me and so many others.  It has 
been a privilege to be at a parish of so many empowered leaders working towards a shared purpose: 
inward reflection / outward ACTION!   
     Especially when folks found out about my recent health crisis, I have been taken by the outpouring of 
gratitude and prayerful words and blessings.  Even though we are not able to embrace and touch, I know 
that our spiritual companionship will endure beyond any “distancing” that will happen in months to 
come.  When the doors open again, if you ever find yourself in the "Windy City" don't hesitate to get in 
touch. I will belong to the Jesuit community at St. Ignatius and using my Gmail account: 
pafairbanks@gmail.com.  In the meantime, our deepest connection remains the Eucharist: may He 
empower us to deeper faith, hope, and love.  The Heart of Christ will set us on fire to praise honor and 
serve those most in need.  A∙M∙D∙G 
 

The Lord told Moses, this is how you are to bless the people: 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. (Num. 6:24-26) 

 
— Rev. Patrick Alexis Fairbanks, S.J. 


