
Homily for Christmas Eve 2019   

“This Place is His Place” 

 

Welcome to all who gather in this historic and 

sacred place.  We just had our bicentennial 

year and we discovered a lot about this place. 

This community started the parish in a 

different place than this.  Liberty and Vine. It 

was moved on rollers because Bishop 

Fenwick lived near this place.  We learned 

that this place burned down in 1882, twenty-

two years after it was built. They rebuilt this 

place and it looked pretty much the same until 1998 when this space was painted blue.  But all 

along our 200 year history, in whatever address or color, this is always a place of welcome. 

 

We welcome the regulars who come every Sunday, many of you work downtown and come here 

every weekday, and many others may have come as far away as Europe or Asia or Africa.  These 

are all locations where Jesuits make God a place in the world.  And we set the world on fire. 

 

I don’t want a show of hands, but many of you are here for the first time.  Maybe many are here 

for the last time?  From whatever place, thank you for coming to church today.  We are a diverse 

community.  We are friend and stranger, young and old, we welcome you all. There is a place 

for everyone.   In fact, each of you has a unique place, a different place than anyone else. 

Maybe you are seated with family.  That’s a good place. 

Some are sitting in the front, some way in the back.  Nothing wrong with that. 

You might be up in the choir or right here next to the manger scene. 

In any case, it is YOUR place.  No one else is sitting there, and in that special place …  

you are near to Christ.   Emmanuel = God with us.  In your place.  With you. 

 

In this place we discover the place of Jesus Christ, the living God.  And if you take nothing away 

from today’s sermon, take this.  The natural place for Jesus Christ is in your heart.  Always.   

You are near to Christ.  In God’s eyes, you are in first place.  The natural place for Jesus Christ 

is in your heart. 

 

Many of you grew up thinking Jesus is just a baby and his natural place is a stable. It’s more. 

Many of you grew up believing Jesus his natural place is in the body and blood at this table. 

Yes, in the stable, on this table, but it’s more. 

 

Some think Jesus is only reserved in the tabernacle, that’s his own place.  But it’s more. 

Some see Jesus outside of this place, they see him in up there someplace, in a heavenly place, no 

longer on this earth, but in another place altogether.  Some see Jesus in relatives who have passed 

away.  The place of memories and missing. Or some see Jesus in the eyes of the poor like Mother 

Teresa and did, like Pope Francis does. The poor. Yes, but it’s more. 

 



Go one more step.   Believe with your body, mind and soul that the natural place for Jesus is 

in your mind, body, and soul.  All three.   

 

Once you believe that, you will see the place of Jesus in your actions.  Not just your heart, but 

more.  The actions of your feet, your legs, where they carry you.  In your hands, what you do with 

your hands.  In your mouth.  The natural place for Jesus is throughout your entire body and in the 

decisions you make to glorify him in your choices. 

 

Tomorrow I am going to see the last Star Wars movie.  And I am just waiting to see if anybody 

says, “May the Force be with you, always.”  That’s a nice line, but I think the writers were 

inspired by the words of the Gospel, “Emmanuel, God is with us.  May the Lord be with you, 

always.”  Yes, you want the force of God to direct your actions. 

 

For example, see this place up here.  Yes Jesus is in the manger, but he is also within Joseph and 

the actions Joseph took.  “Joseph did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his 

wife into his home.”  When Joseph took Mary into his home, that led to his taking Jesus into his 

heart.  Many of you draw closer to Jesus by your devotion to Mary.  Joseph allowed Jesus to take 

up a place in his heart. 

 

Can you see the image of Mary in this place?  If I took the place of one of the shepherds, I would 

scoot a little closer and ask her, “Mary, why did you put your child in a manger, do you think he 

is some kind of food?  She would say, “Yes.” 

 

A manger is where the animals eat food.  The English word manger comes from the French 

“manger” to eat, or the Italian, “mange”.  That’s why the Gospel tells us he is in a manger, Jesus 

is food for me and for you.  He wants inside us.  His place is within.  At my place, he feeds me.  

And having been fed, I in turn feed others.  I take his place.  Because there is more to be done. 

That’s why the natural place for Jesus is in your body and soul so that you can place 

yourself at the service of other people. 

 

So, where will you place yourself next? What’s the next place you will go tonight?  Take him 

there. Where will you be tomorrow, or later this week.   Take him to that place and let your 

actions bring him to life. 

When you are with other people, place him in the conversation. 

If you find yourself alone or in fear about something, place him first in your mind. 

If you feel depressed or despairing, put a simple prayer in place of complaints. 

 Place gratitude before grumbling. 

 Put patience in the place of pride 

 If you feel tempted by lust or greed, place yourself under the Cross. 

 Replace grudges with grace and in the place of blame, forgiveness. 

The natural place for Jesus is inside you. 

 

In a week or so, this manger scene will not be here. Literally and figuratively, this manger scene 

is going to be vacated:   



   The shepherds have work to do, so they won’t be hanging around. 

   The three kings are from the east and the gospel story tells us they went home by another way.   

   They give their gifts at Epiphany and then they have other places to be. 

   The animals will be in their place out in the field, and the little drummer boy will be back in his 

parents’ garage with his band. 

 

We know that Mary and Joseph leave Bethlehem.  They raise Jesus, they move from place to 

place, Egypt, Nazareth, Galilee, Capernaum, Jerusalem, and finally Jesus finds his place on 

Calvary.  Then they place him in the tomb. 

 

But what takes place at the Resurrection? And the Ascension?  Where’s his place then?  Here!  

With you.  Jesus doesn’t just show up and then go up.  He stays here with you in your place. 

His place is among us.  So that we can take his place as light in a darkened world.   

 

In the words of St. Ignatius whose images looks over this place, Ite inflammate omnia. 

Go from this place, and set the world on fire. 

 

— Rev. Patrick Fairbanks, S.J. 


