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Today is the last Sunday of the Liturgical year. We are celebrating the Solemnity of Christ 

the King. Isn’t it very strange that we are presented in Jesus a defeated king, a king 

crucified rather than a glorious king? Ironically we find Jesus on the cross, crucified 

between two criminals. He is mocked by the rulers and the soldiers telling him if he were 

the King of the Jews to save himself. One of the criminals is also speaking in the same line 

as the soldiers to ‘save yourself and us!’ All these people think that Jesus has no power to 

save; but they are completely mistaken. From the cross Jesus does what he knows best to 

do: to save. Jesus is Saviour and he has been saving all throughout his ministry. He does 

that also while hanging from the cross. He does that to the second criminal who asked him 

to remember him when he comes in his kingly power. Jesus saved him and offered him a 

place in Paradise. 

Four Responses: Simple people watch from afar the scene of the crucifixion/ Rulers 

Sneered at Jesus/ Soldiers Jeered/ One of the criminals Reviled 

The Biblical basis of Christ as King:   New Testament texts:  

a) In the Annunciation, recorded in Lk 13:2-33, we read: “The Lord God will make him a 

King, as his ancestor David was, and He will be the King of the descendants of Jacob 

forever and His Kingdom will never end."  In fact, the Kingdom of God is the center of 

Jesus’ teaching and the phrase "Kingdom of God" occurs in the Gospels 122 times, of which 

90 instances are uses by Jesus himself. 

b) The Magi from the Far East came to Jerusalem and asked the question: (Mt. 2:2) “Where 

is the baby born to be the King of the Jews? We saw his star… and we have come to 

worship him."   

c) During the royal reception given to Jesus on his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, the 

people shouted: (Lk 19:38) “God bless the King, who comes in the name of the Lord."   

d) During the trial of Jesus, Pilate asked the question: (Jn 18:33): “Are you the king of the 

Jews?"  Jesus replied: “You say that I am a king.  I was born and came into this world for 

this one purpose, to bear witness to the Truth."    

e) Today’s Gospel tells us to the repentant thief on the cross who made the request: “Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your Kingdom,”   Jesus promised Paradise with Him 

that very day. (Luke 19:39-43).    

f) Before his Ascension into Heaven, Jesus declared: (Mt. 28:18): “I have been given all 

authority in heaven and on earth.”   

g) Finally, in Matthew 25:31, we read that Christ the King will come in glory to judge us on 

the day of the Last Judgment. 



 

What is the Kingdom of God? What is the Kingdom of Christ the King?  

 

The Kingdom of God is a space. It exists in every home where parents and children love 

each other. It exists in every region and country that cares for its weak and vulnerable. It 

exists in every parish that reaches out to the needy. 

The Kingdom of God is a time. It happens whenever someone feeds a hungry person, or 

shelters a homeless person, or shows care to a neglected person. It happens whenever we 

overturn an unjust law, or correct an injustice, or avert a war. It happens whenever people 

join in the struggle to overcome poverty, to erase ignorance, to pass on the Faith. 

The Kingdom of God is in the past (in the life and work of Jesus of Nazareth); it is in the 

present (in the work of the Church and in the efforts of many others to create a world of 

goodness and justice); it is in the future (reaching its completion in the age to come). 

The Kingdom of God is a condition. Its consequences are love, justice, and peace. Jesus 

Christ is king! We pray today that God may free all the world to rejoice in his peace, to 

glory in his justice, to live in his love. 

 

Implications of the Feast:  

 

1) We need to assess our commitment to Christ the King.  As we celebrate the 

Kingship of Christ today, let us remember the truth that he is not our King if we do not 

listen to him, love him, serve him, and follow him. We belong to his Kingdom only when 

we try to walk with him, when we try to live our lives fully in the spirit of the Gospel and 

when that Gospel spirit penetrates every aspect of our living. If Christ is really King of my 

life, he must be King of every part of my life, and I must let him reign in all parts of my life. 

We become Christ the King’s subjects when we sincerely respond to his loving 

invitation: "Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 

heart" (Matthew 11:29). By cultivating in our lives the gentle and humble mind of Christ, 

we show others that Jesus Christ is indeed our King and that he is in charge of our lives. 

 

2) We need to give Jesus control over our lives.  Today’s Feast reminds us of the great 

truth that Christ must be in charge of our lives, that we must give him supreme power 

over our bodies, our thoughts, our heart and our will. In every moral decision we face, 

there’s a choice between Christ the King and Barabbas, and the one who seeks to live in 

Christ's Kingdom is the one who says, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 

is in Heaven.” Let us ask ourselves the question, "What does Jesus, my King, want me to do 

or say in this situation?"  Are we praying each day that our King will give us the right 

words to say to the people we meet that day, words that will make us true ambassadors of 



Jesus? Does our life at home as well as the way we conduct ourselves with our friends 

come under the Kingship of Jesus?  Or do we try to please ourselves rather than him? 

 

3) We need to follow Christ the King’s lesson of humble service to the truth. Christ 

came to serve and to be of service to others.  Hence, we are called to his service - service to 

the truth.  In the Gospel, we hear Jesus saying that the reason for his coming was to “bear 

witness” to the truth.  The truth to which Jesus bears witness by His Life and which he 

teaches us is that God, his Father, is also our loving and forgiving Father, so we are all His 

children, forming one body. Hence, whatever we do for His children, and our sisters and 

brothers, we do for Him.  So we are called to be a people who reach out to embrace the 

enemy and the stranger, a people who are called to glory in diversity, a people who will 

endlessly forgive, a people who will reach out in compassion to the poor and to the 

marginalized sections of our society, a people who will support one another in prayer, a 

people who will realize that we are called not to be served, but to serve.  In other words, 

servant-leadership is the model that Christ the King has given us. 

 

4) We need to obey the law of love of Christ the King.  Citizens of Christ’s kingdom are 

expected to observe only one law--the law of love.  "Love God with your whole heart and 

love your neighbor as yourself.”  "If you love Me, you will keep My Commandments."  Jesus 

expects a higher degree of love from His followers: “Love one another as I have loved 

you.”  On this great Feast of Christ, the King, let us resolve to give him the central place in 

our lives and promise to obey his commandment of love by sharing what we have with all 

his needy children.   

 


