Our Lady of the Mountains Parish

2905 White Mountain Highway – North Conway NH

Telephone: 603-356-2535  Fax: 603-356-2877
www.ourladyofthemountainsnh.org
The Celebration of Baptism
at Our Lady of the Mountains
If you do not have a street address within the parish or are not registered members of the parish, Church norms require the permission of the parish in which you reside.

Baptism Sponsors…In the case of two adult sponsors (either gender) ONE must be an active Catholic who can provide written documentation from his/her home parish. In the case of a Teen serving as sponsor, he/she must be Baptized & Confirmed and over age 16, documented by his/her home parish.

If the sponsors are not members of this parish, they are required to obtain from the parish in which they worship a SPONSOR CERTIFICATE which attests to their being practicing Catholics and which should be presented at registration (see below).

Only one sponsor is required, but two are customary.  If there are to be two sponsors, there should be one of each sex.  A non-Catholic Christian (baptized) may serve as a sponsor at a Catholic Baptism provided the other sponsor is a practicing Catholic.

Here at Our Lady’s the Sacrament of Baptism is normally celebrated on the last Sunday of the month after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. (There are NO Baptisms during Lent except in extreme emergency.) Registration for the Sunday of your choice takes the first Sunday of every month after the 10:30 a.m. Pre-registration is required.  If possible both parents and godparents should be present for registration which is followed by a brief instruction period in preparation for Baptism.  Godparents present their SPONSOR CERTIFICATES at this time.

Many times we are asked “What is the cost for Baptism”.  The answer is there is no cost.  However, it is customary to offer a donation at the time of Baptism to help defray the operating expenses of the Church.  If an offering is made, the amount is entirely up to the donor.

SYMBOLS OF BAPTISMS

Symbols like the water, the cross, the oil, the candle, the Godparents and the church speak to you about the life your child will live in the Christian community.  What better way to begin your role as Christian parents than to ponder the ageless symbols of the church and to understand both the burden and the promise of being parent to your newly Christened child!

One of the most touching ceremonies in the baptismal liturgy occurs when the minister makes a tiny sign of the CROSS on the forehead of the infant and asks parents and Godparents to do the same.  The whole Christian community reaches into its past for a symbol to portray its deepest belief about life.  That symbol is the cross of Jesus.

As the cross is traced upon the child’s tiny forehead, Christians remember that Jesus tasted the fullness of human life and will be with this young person through every phase of his or her own life.  Together with Jesus, this child will touch and taste all of life’s beauties and sorrows.  Because Jesus is present, the child will never be alone.
The most obvious symbol is WATER.  It is obvious that water is for washing and for drinking.  It floats away what is dirty and sustains life in us.  Using water in the baptismal ceremony says that the child will move away from all that is evil and be sustained in a new life, the life promised by Jesus himself.  This much is clearly evident to all of us.  Yet there is another meaning to this water symbol, one lost to many of us moderns. Ancient people also thought of water as a sign of death. Water, when it came rushing out of the riverbeds to destroy their fragile civilizations, was a sign of chaos and death.  When an early Christian saw a child plunged into the water, he or she remembered that the baptized person was dying with Christ.  When the child emerged from the water unharmed, they remembered that the child was raised up with Christ in a newness of life.  Death and resurrection were both portrayed by the passage into and out of the water.

CHRISM is the mixture of vegetable oil (often olive oil is used) and a fragrant perfume.  It is blessed during Holy Week by the Bishop in the Cathedral Church and is carried to every parish in the Diocese to be used in Confirmation and in the anointing of infants at baptism.  The use of the gleaming oil with its sweet aroma speaks of the specialness of this child.  In ages past, oil was a healing remedy and a sign of power.  Kings, priests, and prophets anointed, as were the sick, so that they might be strengthened and healed. By using chrism (oil), the church dramatizes its prayer that this child will be strengthened by God and by the prayer of the whole Christian community will once again anoint this young person, on Confirmation day.  Again, that anointing, like this one, will be a prayer for greater strength to live out the demands of the gospel of Jesus in everyday life.
In earlier days all who were baptized, young and old, were clothed in a long white garment which they wore for the week after their baptism.  The WHITE GARMENT reminded all in the community that these new Christians were wrapped in Christ”; that in a very real sense Jesus shared their lives.  They were urged to carry that new life with him and to keep it unstained until the day they met the Lord in heaven.  Toward the end of the ceremony, a small symbolic garment is placed on the child, a reminder to all who witness the ceremony that we are called to live simply.
The lighting of the CANDLE from the parish Easter (Pascal) candle is one of the brief concluding rites of the Baptism liturgy. The presence of the lighted Easter candle at every baptism celebration recalls that this is an Easter sacrament; that it takes its meaning from the dying and rising of Christ. Jesus says: “I am the Light of the world. No follower of mine shall ever walk in darkness; no, he shall posses the LIGHT OF LIFE.” (John 8:12)
GODPARENTS are a symbol, too, a sign of the whole church’s concern for this new child. In days when parents often died before a child reached maturity, godparents promised to take on the responsibility for rearing the child of faith if anything happened to the parents. Today the GODPARENTS promise to help parents in their task as Christian mothers and fathers. Godparents are to be role models for the child. What is important is not so much how closely they are related to the child as how closely they seem related to the Lord.
BAPTISM marks the passage into Church, by God’s grace. The kingdom of God comes to the baby in the love of the parents. The roots of the word “baptism” have to do with dipping and with plunging. Baptism by water for the followers of Jesus became the ritual marking the passage of a person into the Church. BAPTISM is the sacrament of ‘belonging’; becoming a ‘new member’ in the Church.
We mean by the Church first of all, the people: OURSELVES. We mean especially a particular Church: the Church of OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS PARISH. Parents, yours is a great responsibility, but it is also shared with the parish community. You are asking that your child share in the life of the Christian community – that of the Church. “The people of God, that is the Church, made present in the local community, has an important part to play in the baptism of both children and adults. Before and after the celebration of the sacrament, the child has a right to the love and help of the community.” By baptism, the members of the Christian family also say “yes, we accept your child as a new member.” Members of the family and other parishioners are not present at a baptism as spectators. They are there as CHURCH!
The very brief rite of Ephphetha (also called a “Prayer Over Ears and Mouth”) is optional in the rite of baptism. If used it comes after the candle is lighted from the Easter candle. Touching the baby’s ears and mouth, the minister prays that Jesus will “soon touch your ears to receive the word and your mouth to proclaim his faith.” In effect, this rite looks toward the completion of the child’s initiation in a mature practice of faith.

Sacraments give grace as a free gift from God, given by reason of the rite itself, depending on the free cooperation of the person receiving the sacrament. A sacrament is a sensible sign instituted in the tradition of Christ which gives us the grace to be holy. The presence of both matter and form (matter are the things used, form are the prescribed words and actions) show sacrament.

Parents, Sponsors and the Church Community
– all play special parts in Baptism.

1. THE ROLE OF PARENTS 

Parents are the primary teachers in a child’s life.

IN THE BAPTISMAL CELEBRATION PARENTS: 

· bless the child

· renounce sin

· profess their own faith

· agree to raise their child in the Catholic faith.

IN DAILY LIVING THEY:

· set an example of Christian living

· show true Christian devotion by fostering a spirit of kindness and forgiveness

· give spiritual support

· provide for education in Catholic belief.

2. THE ROLE OF SPONSORS

Sponsors take an active part in the life of the newly baptized person.

IN THE BAPTISMAL CELEBRATION:

· sponsors help present the adult or infant to the Church.  They profess their own faith, and renounce evil in the name of the child being baptized.  Sponsors represent the entire faith community.

IN EVERDY LIFE:

· sponsors should help the new Christian grow in faith.  Their own lives should be an example and a source of encouragement.

QUALIFICATIONS:

Sponsors should be:
· members of the Catholic Church (for exceptions, talk with your pastor)

· fully initiated (they must have received Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist)

· mature enough to assume the responsibilities involved.

Information for Baptism Register

Today’s date:_____________

Child’s name:__________________________________  Male________ Female________
Date of birth:_____________

Place of birth:____________________ Hospital:___________________________

Mailing Address:_______________________________________

Town:__________________________ State:________ Zip Code:____________

Telephone number:________________________
Father’s name:________________________________

Religion of father:_________
Baptized:  Yes____      No_____

Mother’s first name and maiden name:

Religion of Mother_________________

Baptized:  Yes______    No_______

Church married in:_______________________________

Godfather’s name:_______________________________

Religion of Godfather:_____________________________

Baptized:   Yes_____     No______

Godmother’s name:_______________________________

Religion of Godmother:_____________________________

Baptized:   Yes_____     No______

Baptism scheduled for (date):___________________

Baptism performed by:_________________________
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OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS

2905 White Mountain Highway
North Conway NH 03860
REGISTRATION FORM

FAMILY NAME:_________________________

Full Time Parishioner:______ Part Time:_______

MAILING ADDRESS:______________________
STREET 

ADDRESS:___________________________

                      TOWN:______________________


              







       ____________________________

                          ZIP:__ __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __

TELEPHONE: ___________________________
email:________________________________

Please send monthly offertory envelopes:  _____yes   _____no

Would like to be include in the pictorial directory: _______yes   ____no
HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD:________________________
DATE OF BIRTH:_________________

MARITAL STATUS:____________________________
RELIGION:_______________________

OCCUPATION:________________________________

PLACE OF WORK:______________________________
PHONE:__________________________

SACRAMENTS: _____Baptism   ____Holy Communion  ___Penance   ___Confirmation  ___Marriage

SPOUSE:____________________________________
DATE OF BIRTH:_________________

MARITAL STATUS:____________________________
RELIGION:_______________________

OCCUPATION:________________________________

PLACE OF WORK:______________________________
PHONE:__________________________

SACRAMENTS: _____Baptism   ____Holy Communion  ___Penance   ___Confirmation  ___Marriage

LIST ALL OTHER MEMBERS CURRENTLY RESIDING IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD:

	NAME
	Date of Birth
	Baptism

yes/no
	1st Communion

yes/no
	Penance

yes/no
	Confirmation

yes/no

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Please mail form to:  OLM Census, 2905 White Mountain Highway, North Conway NH 03860
If you have a seasonal residence, please fill out the back of this form.   (((((((((((
Name: ________________________________________

Seasonal Address: _______________________________

City______________________State_________Zip______

Can you receive mail at this second address?  ____YES     ____NO

Months you are at this residence:

From_______________through________________

Please continue to send monthly offertory envelopes while away:

 ______yes        _____no

