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Assumption of Mary
USCCB
"The dogma which recognizes the Blessed Virgin Mary's
singular participation in her Son's Resurrection by which
she was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory,
when the course of her earthly life was finished."
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Solemnity of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
BY BISHOP PAOLO MAGNANI
"The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is one of the most
joyful of our liturgical Solemnities. The Church on earth and the
Church in Heaven join in the infinite glory of God, who welcomes
and crowns his Mother. Today is the day of Mary's birth in Heaven
which celebrates the triumph of her soul and her body.

"A great sign
appeared in the sky, a
woman clothed with
the sun, with the
moon under her feet,
and on her head a
crown of twelve
stars."
-Revelation 12:1

Mary taken up into Heaven, in her attitude of contemplation
before the Most Holy Trinity, carries out the ministry of
intercession on our behalf, ever in communion with Jesus Christ,
the one Mediator and heavenly Priest.
Let us ask her to purify us: to free us from every evil, starting with
sin in its various forms. We are pilgrims on this earth, here below,
where it is our vocation to journey on towards Heaven, now bound
for experiencing God in the beauty of the creatures.
On the Solemnity of the Assumption, the Blessed Virgin Mary
strengthens us through faith in the future resurrection; she
attracts us with the sweetness of her love, so that one day we too
may contemplate Jesus, the blessed fruit of her love."
Source from:
https://www.ewtn.com/library/MARY/bvmassumpt.htm
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
Pro-Life

Pro-Family

Pro-Justice

AUGUST NEWS
Catholic Social Justice
Join the CSWNA in standing up for life!

TAKE ACTION

CATHOLIC NEWS
August Updates

Immigration & Refugees
The USCCB stands with immigrants and
refugees, stating that:
"we are one family under God"
To learn how you can be more involved, and
to stay updated on legislative news please
visit:
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/

Action Center
The USCCB provides an action center
with updates about issues such as born
alive legislation, religious freedom for
health care professionals, programs that
eliminate hunger, and so much more. The
CSWNA encourages all its members to
become empowered advocates and
utilize this Catholic resource for news and
updates.

FROM THE BOARD
By: Michael Barga

Seeing Christ in Clients and Their World
After two years of service work in Philadelphia, I decided to go back to graduate school for
social work. During my internships and post-graduate positions, I continued to encounter
people from around the globe to whom I was assigned the role of helper. I worked with
adolescents and adults in the acute psychiatric hospital, adolescents with special needs in a
school setting, families and individuals of all ages who had at one time been homeless, and
U.S. Army soldiers and their families. Each client brought with them different strengths and
challenges to the professional relationship. I made it my goal to see Christ in my clients, to
understand their world, and to minister to them within the bounds of my role.
While I have been an instrument of Christ to many clients, my social work experience has also
been a way for Christ to reach and teach me. One of those ways has been the development of
my ability to use a non-judgmental approach and allow clients the time it takes to guide me
through their world. Only as I grew with experience did I shy away from thinking I could quickly
understand the world of clients. Like many things, it was a process and continues to be.
I notice that when clients explain the full landscape of their world, I can better appreciate who
they are and see Christ in them. Especially for clients who are fellow believers, I can also see
how they are Christ to others in their world. At times, I recognize when clients might take a
step backwards for themselves in order to support others. I try to balance my judgment of how
practical advancement for clients may not always support their fostering of the virtues or
furthering of Christ's kingdom.
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The opportunities all of us have to be kind to
others and be a witness to Christ are based on
who we are, where we frequent, and who we
know. Since clients and their world are
unique, the opportunities for generosity in their
lives are as unique as them. It has been
beautiful to see the diversity of giving by
clients in my different social work roles. The
simplest and most concrete examples were
financial, where those who had very little
would still give to others. These moments,
along with the many others like them I
observed, gave me plenty to contemplate
about how I think about and approach my own
world.
In itself these generous client moments are to be
appreciated, although I think professionally there is also a
fruit of understanding clients and their world in the way I
have described above. It seems to lead me very naturally
toward giving deeper encouragement and affirmation to
clients. Authentic positive feedback which clients know
comes from an in-depth judgment of themselves and their
situation rather than a superficial one is a gift both
desperately needed and rare for many whose world is full of
despair and difficulty. I am very blessed to be a helper in the
world of my clients, and I strive to both see Christ in my
clients and find a way to share what I see so that they may
see themselves rightly. My hope is that they can better love
themselves and understand how much God loves them, as
they continue their difficult journeys.
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"The
opportunities
for generosity
in their lives
are as unique
as them"

AUGUST, 2019

CONFERENCE
PASSIONATELY CATHOLIC SOCIAL WORK

The fall conference is quickly approaching and we are finalizing the schedule of
speakers. Thank you to all who submitted applications to speak at the
conference! We encourage you to invite a friend or colleague to join you for the
conference. The conference offers 17 CEU's with 3 in Ethics. If you have not
registered, you can find the forms on our website at www.cswna.org.

The conference is being held on Franciscan University of Steubenville's campus.
We encourage you to join us in the vibrant Catholic experience with daily Mass,
networking with young Catholic social workers, visiting the Portiuncula chapel
on campus, and so much more. Franciscan offers an authentic Catholic
environment that will foster the prayer and Catholicism the conference seeks to
share with the attendees.
We look forward to welcoming you this fall for a conference packed with
enthusiatic speakers on relevant topics to Catholic social work! Thank you
again for your support and we will see you in October!

