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CHURCH TEACHIING ON
HOMOSEXUALITY
USCCB and the Catechism of the
Catholic Church response to
homosexuality and the call to
mercy.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Interview with a student about
the importance of volunteer
work and the impact it has
made on him and his career

CONFERENCE
Information on how to register
for the Passionately Catholic
Social Work Conference this
fall at Franciscan University
of Steubenville!

Legislative Review
Defending Life at all Stages
The CSWNA would like to thank all those
who reached out to the legislators involved
with the recent abortion expansion laws.
We will continue to follow the states who
are in the process of voting and ask for
your continued support and involvement in
protecting the unborn and their families.

M E R C Y
THE CATHOLIC RESPONSE TO
HOMOSEXUALITY
"The Church seeks to enable every person to live out
the universal call to holiness. Persons with a
homosexual inclination ought to receive every aid
and encouragement to embrace this call personally
and fully. This will unavoidably involve much struggle
and self-mastery, for following Jesus always means
following the way of the Cross.... The Sacraments of
the Eucharist and of Penance are essential sources
of consolation and aid on this path."
Ministry to Persons with a Homosexual
Inclination: Guidelines for Pastoral Care
USCCB 2006
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mercy
UNDERSTANDING THE HOMOSEXUAL INCLINATION MUST BE DONE
BY CATEGORIZING THE PERSON, INCLINATION AND THE ACT.

Person: The Catholic Church teaches that the person is to be
respected just as any other person should be. One must approach
this topic in humility with the understanding that all of us, in some
way, are broken at the level of our sexuality.
Inclination: It is not immoral to have same-sex attraction, but it is
disordered because the trajectory cannot lead to a morally upright act.
The inclination should be distinguished as deep-seeded rather than
innate, and it should be understood as having physiological and
psychological factors impacting the attraction.
Act: The homosexual act is against the church because it go against
natural law and closes the sexual act to the procreative dimension.

"The number of men and women who have deep-seated homosexual
tendencies is not negligible. This inclination, which is objectively
disordered, constitutes for most of them a trial. They must be accepted
with respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust
discrimination in their regard should be avoided. These persons are
called to fulfill God's will in their lives and, if they are Christians, to unite
to the sacrifice of the Lord's Cross the difficulties they may encounter
from their condition." Catechism of the Catholic Church 2358

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

HOW VOLUNTEER WORK
CHANGED THE CAREER
PATH OF A STUDENT

Timothy Noonan
Timothy Noonan is a senior sociology major at Franciscan University.
He will be attending Ave Maria Law school in the fall of 2019. He has
volunteered his entire undergraduate career with underprivileged youth
and gang members in the Steubenville community.

What inspired you to volunteer?
"I knew I needed to find a purpose for myself when I got to Franciscan. After
struggling academically and personally at my first college, I knew I needed to
find a way to go deeper in my educational experience. After seeing the visible
hurting in the downtown and hilltop areas of Steubenville, I thought volunteering
in my new community would be a great way to do this. Quickly I found Dirty
Vagabond Ministries and met with their missionaries, Mark Pirro and Maddy
Burns. Even though I wasn’t experienced at all in evangelizing teens, they
believed in me and gave me the chance to become a part of their team."
How did you share the faith with the young people
"When I got started, I did not know the extent of the wounds these kids carry,
nor was I prepared to help meet their spiritual needs. I still wouldn’t say that I
feel capable of meeting their spiritual needs today. But, right away I saw how
impactful just spending time with these teens could be. At DVM, we were able
to show unconditional love and understanding to kids that may have never
gotten that before. I tried to share the faith just by being a supportive and
listening ear to their stories, because no one can tell it better than they can
and everyone deserves to be heard."

What inspired you to pursue law?
"Walking alongside these kids took me
to some places I had never been
before, including the courtroom and the
inside of a jail. In these places I saw
kids I knew be affected by racism and
unfair treatment, that I would otherwise
not have seen. Seeing these kids be
mistreated at many different levels of
our legal system inspired me to change
my career course and start thinking
about law school."

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Criminal Justice
What do you hope to use your degree
for? "I hope to use my degree to bring
CHANGE in our legal system across the
country. All over the country, the poor are
harmed by the racism and corruption
embedded in our legal system; which can
be seen in mass incarceration, unequal
law enforcement, and harsh sentencing
practices. "

STEUBENVILLE
"Change can happen one city at a time. I
would love to come back to Steubenville
after I graduate law school and start this
process of changing our legal system to
better serve the poor and vulnerable."

NATIONAL
VOLUNTEER
MONTH
As social workers
we know that our
job doesn't end
when we leave
work. Community
participation and
involvement is
part of the call to
social work. April
provides a
wonderful
opportunity to
reach out and
offer support to
those in your
neighborhood.
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PASSIONATELY CATHOLIC SOCIAL WORK

REGISTRATION
EARLY REGISTRATION: JUNE 1ST - SEPTEMBER 27TH
LATE REGISTRATION ($25 LATE FEE): SEPTEMBER 28TH - OCTOBER 11TH
REGISTRATION AVALIABLE ON WWW.CSWNA.ORG

CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS
FORMS AVALIABLE AT CSWNA.ORG
LET US FEATURE YOUR WRITING

MEMBERSHIP
PURCHASE YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND JOIN A
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP THAT WILL SUPPORT
YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH AND PROFESSION.

CATHOLIC SOCIAL
WORKER OF THE YEAR
DO YOU KNOW A PASSIONATELY CATHOLIC SOCIAL WORKER
WHO DESERVES RECOGNITION?
FIND THE NOMINATION FORMS ON
WWW.CSWNA.ORG

