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hope
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 19, 2018
All you have done for us, O God, has been done in true judgement!

’
T.
B
ERNARD
S
S
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516-731-4220 Phone/516-731-4355 Fax
Email: Parish@StBernardChurch.org
Website: www.StBernardChurch.org

MISSION STATEMENT
With faith, hope, and love the people of
St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to
bring the gospel of Jesus
to the Levittown Community and beyond.

PASTORAL TEAM
Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor
Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 130
Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 128
Father Innocent Duru, Chaplain In Residence
onyeduru@yahoo.com
Deacon John Blakeney
DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Deacon James Flannery
Aquinas69@gmail.com
516-731-4220
Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays.
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,
Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry
PSM@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-6074
Pat McDonough, Director of Youth & Young Adults
pat@stbernardchurch.org
Ext. 144
Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 142
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate
DVella@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 143
Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan
Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager
facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
ext. 120
Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance
Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 126
CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org
website: www.stbernardcyo.org

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith,
Hope, and Love at St. Bernard’s? Sign-up and get to know
us at one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and
Welcome evenings! For information, call the parish office
at 516-731-4220, or download a form from our website
www.stbernardchurch.org. Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on
the bottom of the home page form. If you move away,
please notify us as well.

Spiritual Life

Schedule of Masses:
Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,
12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass)
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org
Confessions:
Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm. Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and
Benediction: Monday: Check schedule on page 4.
Morning Prayer:
Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are
available.
Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our
Christian community! Baptisms are held on select Sundays at
1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before
an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born –
to ensure enough time to complete the baptism
preparation process. Our three-step preparation process
includes: 1) at-home reading and preparation by the parents;
2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff;
and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning
gathering, which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am
“Family-friendly” Mass.
Please call 731-4220 or e-mail
parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information
and preparation packet.
Marriages: Church arrangements should be made at least
6 months before the marriage and before making any
contracts with restaurants or caterers. Please call the
Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest, 731-4220.
Ministry to the Sick and Aging: If you are, or know of
someone who is homebound and would like to receive Holy
Communion, please call the rectory at 731-4220.
St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218
Usher Coordinator: John Lyons (516) 390-5150 or
Jlyons8234@gmail.com

Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation!
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Mit Verstand
E– mail Father Ralph: shepherd@StBernardChurch.org

How could they?
This past week my favorite
niece arrived in Pittsburg to
begin nursing school on the
same day the Pennsylvania
grand jury report was
published which revealed
that over decades, hundreds
of priests abused thousands
of children. I haven’t had
the chance to speak with her
to see how this horrific
reality colors her view of her
uncle’s vocation, but it
certainly has colored and
disturbed me. I know that
sexual abuse of children
happens across other
professions but somehow I
can’t get my mind around
how a man can preach the
gospel and handle the body
of Christ and then
manhandle the body of a
young person. And when it
is revealed that church
officials had documented
these cases for decades and
did little to protect future
abuse, I can only imagine
the hurt, anger, pain and
betrayal that victims of this
abuse must feel. I pray for
the victims; we’ll continue to
work on maintaining a safe
environment for our kids. I
wish there was more healing
I could do.

I’m glad my grandmother is not alive today. Not because I want her dead, but she’d
be horrified to see how many people eat their meals while working their
smartphones. She went through the trouble of cooking all her meals with love and
she wanted the beneficiaries of her meal to appreciate all the love and hard work she
put into her cooking. She didn’t appreciate it if we wolfed the food down. Rather,
she wanted us to eat “mit verstand,” as she put it in German: we were to eat “with
understanding”.

I will confess that sometimes I rush through a meal without truly tasting it and that
sometimes I’m distracted from paying attention to the food itself. But when I do eat
“mit verstand” I’m not only appreciating the taste of the food, but also honoring the
person who cooked the meal.

In today’s gospel (John 6: 51-58) the people certainly had NO understanding of the
food Jesus was offering them. He’s telling them that if they want eternal life, they
need to eat his body and drink his blood. So who can blame them for quarreling
with this? What a horrible concept -- if taken literally.

Yet by the time John writes this, the church had several decades of understanding
that the food of Jesus’ flesh and blood was to be consumed under the appearance of
bread and wine, a gift he gave at the Last Supper, a gift that was meant for all time.

So two thousand years later, we ourselves hear Jesus’ invitation to eat the food of
eternal life and for those who receive communion frequently, my grandmother’s
urging to eat “mit verstand” is appropriate to what we do when we approach the
table of the Lord. This is a meal that is not to be taken for granted, but tasted
because of the love of the One who gave us this heavenly food.

And just as a good meal gives us comfort and energy, so too the Eucharistic meal
affirms us and energizes us to bring the love of Jesus to others in our lives. If they
don’t notice the difference in the ones who have received communion, then they too
will find it hard to understand.
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Parish News

Gifts of treasure

Thanks Thanks Thanks

Sunday Collections

I would like to thank Father Ralph, the staff, and the
entire parish family of St. Bernard for
your overwhelming support toward the
“Art Show” intended to raise funds for
the ministry of the Little Sisters of the
Poor. There are still some paintings yet
to be picked up by people. Once we’ve
received all the proceeds from the auction, the
projected total will be $5,100 which is $600 more than
last year.

August 12, 2018
August 13, 2017
$ 11,389.25
$ 12,320.00
440 envelopes
482 envelopes
Faith Direct
$ 2,506.30
$ 2,388.00
Total Collection
$ 13,895.55
$ 14,708.00

I assure you that the Little Sisters and the residents in
their home will be ever grateful for your generosity.
In their name I assure you of their prayers for you and
your families. Please keep them and their ministry in
your prayers. You will hear from them soon.
Father Augustine

Faith Direct
Have you enrolled yet?
www.faithdirect.net Code = NY272

DRVC School of Missionary
Disciples

Parish calendar
Monday,
8:30 am
2:00 pm
6:00 pm

Encountering Christ Through the Joy of the
Gospel
DRVC School of Missionary Disciples is a two year
process of personal, intellectual, spiritual and
pastoral formation for adult Catholics that offers
an exciting, integrated approach to discipleship
through instruction, prayer, faith sharing and the development
of leadership skills.

Tuesday,
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Wednesday,
2:00 pm
8:00 pm

Is DRVC School of Missionary Disciples for you? It might
be if you desire…
 To expand and deepen your knowledge of the Catholic faith
and Holy Scripture.
 To deepen your understanding of the teachings of the
Catholic Church and discover how they connect to your life
and the world today.
 To grasp the true meaning of living the Gospel in daily life.
Then DRVC School of Missionary Disciples is for you!

Thursday,
9:30 am
1:45 pm
Friday,
7:15 pm

Join us to learn more about DRVC School of Missionary
Disciples

Saturday,
11:00 am
6:00 pm
Sunday,
10:00 am
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
8:00 pm

INFORMATION SESSION
St. Bernard’s Parish Center
St. Joseph Room ( first room on the right)
Wednesday, August 22, 2018, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
For more information contact Maria Elena Barbieri
516-678-5800 ext. 540,
mbarbieri@drvc.org or visit our website
www.drvc-faith.org/adult-formation
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(Subject to change)

August 20, Feast of St. Bernard
Miraculous Medal Novena, Church
No Zumba Gold
Annual St. Bernard’s Feast Day Mass and Picnic,
Church and Great Lawn
August 21
Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center
Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room
Summer Faith in Film Series, Parish Center
Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206
AA Meeting, School Room 207
Welcome Orientation, Parish Center
August 22
No Zumba Gold
Charismatic-Bread of Life Prayer Group,
Parish Center
August 23
Shawl Ministry, Parish Center
St. Vincent De Paul, Clairvaux House
August 24
Most Holy Trinity Prayer Group,
Prayer Room
August 25
Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria
Sacred Heart Community, Parish Center
August 26
Youth RCIA, Parish Center
Youth Choir Practice, Church
Youth Ministry Meeting, Parish Center
AA Meeting, Cafeteria

SACRAMENTS

mass intentions

BANNS OF MARRIAGE

This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions.
Saturday,
August 18
8:00 am
Geraldine Brady– 18th Anniversary
5:00 pm
Gloria Cacioli
Sunday,
August 19
7:30 am
FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
9:00 am
Joseph Antonucci
10:30 am
Lt. William Moore,
Anne Gratta– Living
Linda McCue,
Terry Camilleri –Living
12 Noon
James E. Ryan
5:30 pm
Roberto Felix Cuenca
Monday,
August 20, St. Bernard
8:00 am
Mary Walsh
6:00 pm
Parish Feast Day
Tuesday,
August 21
8:00 am
Wednesday, August 22
8:00 am
Living & deceased members Lynch and
Albano Families
Thursday,
August 23
8:00 am
Francis Dooley - 10th Remembrance
Friday,
August 24
8:00 am
Lucy Diamond Chettri
Saturday,
August 25
8:00 am
5:00 pm
Francis Dooley
Sunday,
August 26
7:30 am
Lydia Prestine
9:00 am
FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
10:30 am
Father Joe,
Peter Ryan,
Christopher Rzemiewski,
Michael Glennon
12 Noon
Rose Savino & Tina Vinci
5:30 pm
Michael Meservey

First Time
James Tanby, Sts Philip and James Church, St James, NY
Catherine Campa, St Bernard Parish, Levittown
Second Time
George Miladinovic, Serbian Orthodox
Megan Young, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown
Third Time
Michael James Cristina, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown
Caroline Quinn, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown

Baptisms
We welcome into the parish the following new members:

Willow Christine Attard
Emillie Llerena
Joseph Michael Olivos

Andrew William Hummel
Logan Anthony McNally
Haley Marie Williams

Congratulations to the happy parents.

Pray for the sick of our parish
Ike Bootsma
Karen Martin
Cynthia Wilson

Patricia D'Andrea
Ava Pinto
Ray Wilson

Wanda Krasnoff
Thomas Wenz
Charlota Zabala

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.
Thank you for cooperating and God bless all.
Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List
Baby Mason Francis Combs
Susan Arena
Brian Austin
Lorraine Bardolf
Arlene Barsch
Lois Byrne
Jean Caprera
Rosemary Clark
Monica DeLaRosa
Sr. Juliana Deptuch
Debra Dowdell
Margaret Dowdell
Gerry Finlan
Jim Finlan
Linda Fitz
Kathleen Flaherty
Rich Fuleki
Muriel Gallagher
Teresita Gallego
Michael Giampetruzzi
Colleen Grasing
John Guiffre
Mike Hach
Patricia Hafner
Carolyn Hakim
Cynthia Hansen
Donna Hare
John Hartofil
Vicki Jacona
Steve Jugan
Jerome W. Kalkhof
Anne Kalman
Katherine Anne Kwestel
Violet Kwestel
Martin Logan
Tia Mabanta
Jaime Macias
Andrew Mahoney Lucy & Richard Marconi William McDonagh
Teresa McDonald
Mary McLean
Mary Messina
Irmgard Montanino
Kerri Orlando
Johnny Perdue
Rosina Perri
Catherine Pipinou
Dolores Pizzo
Joan Rampolla
Fred Rappa
Laureen Quinn-Sturge
Deanne Reilly
Vinny Rosa
John Rotondo, Jr.
John Rotondo, Sr.
Flore Rowe
Federico Rueda
Eve Saint
Thomas Saint
Terry Sherwood
Guadalupe Silva
Danielle Stallone
Frances Stallone
Norma Steiger
Liberty Tabag
David Testa
Rosalie Travers
Frances Trzcinski
Joan Virostko
Theresa Votta
Brendan Wagner

The 2019 Mass Intention Book
will be open in the Parish Center on:
 Thursday evening, August 23, 5:00pm – 7:00pm
 Friday morning, August 24, after the 8am mass until

9:30 am.

Pray for our beloved deceased
and those who mourn for them
Andrew Lalonde, Jr.
Catherine M. Lyons
Emil James Albertus
Robert McClay
John M. Talt, Jr.
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Adult faith formation

Summer Faith & Film Series

Join us for our annual summer Faith & Film series, with films
curated for you by Deacon John and Father Augustine.

5 Tuesday evenings, 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center
August 21

Wonder

(USA, 2017)

Based on the New York Times bestseller, WONDER tells the inspiring and heartwarming story of August Pullman. Born with facial differences that, up until now,
have prevented him from going to a mainstream school, Auggie becomes the most unlikely of heroes when he enters the local fifth grade. As his family, his new classmates,
and the larger community all struggle to find their compassion and acceptance, Auggie’s extraordinary journey will unite them all and prove you can’t blend in when you
were born to stand out.
August 28

A drama about a preacher who preached that there was no hell;
it’s about questions of heaven and hell.
For information, contact Deacon John at deaconjohn@stbernardchurch.org

Maybe it’s
time to Belong

Are you worshipping at
St. Bernard’s but not a
registered member of the parish??

 Going to church but not baptized?
 Baptized, going to a Catholic church, but not

Catholic?
 Baptized Catholic, going to church, but not con-

firmed in the faith?

Our next
New Parishioner Registration
And Welcome Orientation is coming!

Join the journey to adult faith!
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________

Tues., Aug. 21, 7:30 p.m., Parish Center

Best time to call: _______________________________________________

You can just “walk in” - or let us know you’re coming:
516-731-4220 or www.stbernardchurch.org/welcome

Place form in collection basket, or contact Diane Vella:
516-731-4220 ext. 143 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org

Bring the whole family!
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Alpha is coming!

General Registration for
ALPHA (English/Español)

and Youth ALPHA
opens today!
Today after Mass you can register on site to be a participant or a volunteer
for Alpha. The video shown at the beginning of Mass gives a good
explanation of what you can expect from Alpha.
You can try it once and see if it’s for you!
More information and registration is also available on our Alpha web pages:
www.stbernardchurch.org/alpha (English)
www.stbernardchurch.org/alphaespanol (Español)
Alpha for adults (in English and Spanish) and High School Alpha
will meet 8 Fridays 9/21 – 11/16, 6:30-8:30 pm, plus Alpha Retreat 11/3 or info or
questions about Alpha, or to sign up or volunteer NOW
go to www.stbernardchurch.org/alpha

Annual St. Bernard’s Feast Day
Mass and Picnic!
Tomorrow night,
Monday, August 20
6:00 pm Mass
Bring Your Own Picnic
and Games
(This is a family event; no alcohol please!)

RAIN OR SHINE!
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Liturgy corner
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 19, 2018
First Reading: Wisdom built her house. She prepared a
meal. She sent her maidens to invite guests from the
hills overlooking the city. The invitation to attend
Wisdom’s banquet goes out not to the rich or wealthy,
not people who think they understand everything and
not to pretentious or arrogant people. No, Wisdom
instructs her maidens to invite the simple and those who
have yet to encounter Wisdom’s truth. These are the
people she invites with the one word “Come”, the word
Jesus will also use to invite his disciples to follow him
and share in his Wisdom.

Second Reading: In the second reading, the author of
Ephesians contrasts foolish persons with wise persons
and provides us here a connection to the First Reading
in which Wisdom desires those who participate in her
banquet renounce foolishness and embrace a life of
Wisdom. A life lived according to Wisdom is a life
lived in the Spirit. It is a life of prayer– of singing
psalms and hymns of playing instruments. It is a life
lived in thanks and praise to God for all God does for us
in Jesus Christ.
Gospel: Our Gospel from the Bread of Life discourses
begins with a repetition of the verse on which last
Sunday's Gospel ended, reminding us that Christ is the
"living bread" from heaven. The bread he gives us is
truly his flesh for the life and sake of the world. The
Jews do not understand how it is possible that Jesus can
give his flesh for people to eat. Christ solemnly teaches
that his flesh is "true food" and his blood "true drink."
Eternal life and participation in the Resurrection awaits
those who feast on his food. When we participate in the
Eucharist and eat Christ's Body and drink his Blood, we
partake of his Wisdom and choose to forsake
foolishness.

Responsorial Psalm 34: What more fitting a response to
the First Reading than the refrain which invites us to
“taste and see” the Lord’s goodness! We also prayed
this psalm of thanksgiving as the Responsorial Psalm
last Sunday. Our soul glories in the Lord who saves us
from sin and delivers us from fear! May the psalm lead
our hearts and minds to reflect on the bounteous feast of
the Eucharist. In the Eucharistic feast we partake of
Christ’s Body and Blood and share in his divine
Wisdom.

Saint Bernard of Clairvaux
Wednesday, August 20, 2018. Memorial of
Saint Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the
Church. St. Bernard (1090—1153) joined the
Cistercian Abbey at Citeaux, known for its
strict and austere way of life. Within a short
time, he was noticed for his leadership; hence,
he was appointed abbot of a new monastery at
Clairvaux. His monastic vision at Clairvaux
led to the foundation of several monasteries
throughout France, Britain, and Ireland. In the
solitude he wrote numerous theological and
spiritual classics, including his treatise On Loving God, eighty-six sermons
on the Song of Songs, and a major work On Consideration, a reflection on
papal spirituality. St. Bernard had a special devotion to Mary, earning
him the titles "Our Lady's faithful chaplain" and "Mary's harper." Due to
his abundant writing and influence upon the Church, he was declared a
Doctor of the Church.
Sourcebook 2018
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St. Bernard's Center for religious
education

Readings for
August 19, 2018—August 26, 2018

Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director, 516-731-8511

Catechists Needed
Catechists are called to teach and share the Person of
Jesus to our little ones! Parents,
grandparents, college students, high
school seniors are invited to join the
Religious Education ministry. We
are currently in NEED of volunteers
on Monday and Wednesday
afternoons from 4:15-5:30pm.
Training is provided along with userfriendly teacher manuals. Teaching
the faith is one of our spiritual works of mercy. Please
call Mrs. Martin if God is calling YOU at 731 8511.
Interview and background check is necessary. It is an
important volunteer work as the rewards are "out of this
world."
Have you forgotten to mail in your Registration form?
IF so , it's not too late to mail it in but hurry as our
classes are filling up fast!

Sunday, August 19. Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary
Time. Proverbs 9:1-6; Ephesians 5:15-20; Psalm 34:27; John 6:51-58.
Monday, August 20. Memorial of Saint Bernard,
Abbot and Doctor of the Church. Ezekiel 24:15-24.
(Ps) Deuteronomy 32:18-21; Matthew 19:16-22.
Tuesday, August 21. Memorial of Saint Pius X,
Pope. Ezekiel 28:1-10. (Ps) Deuteronomy 32:26-28,
30, 35-36; Matthew 19:23-30.
Wednesday, August 22. Memorial of the Queenship
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Ezekiel 34:1-11; Psalm
23:1-6; Matthew 20:1-16.
Thursday, August 23. Ezekiel 36:23-28; Psalm 51:1215, 18-19; Matthew 22:1-14.
Friday, August 24. Feast of Saint Bartholomew,
Apostle. Revelation 21:9-14; Psalm 145:10-13, 17-18;
John 1:45-51.
Saturday, August 25. Ezekiel 43:1-7; Psalm 85:9-14;
Matthew 23:1-12.
Sunday, August 26. Twenty-first Sunday in
Ordinary Time. Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18. Ephesians 5:2132; Psalm 34:2-3, 16-21; John 6:60-69.
Daily readings can be found online at:
www.usccb.org/bible/readings

St. Bernard’s Alzheimer’s
Caregiver Support Group
Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th TUESDAY of the
month from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon in St. Bernard's
Parish Center. This program is designed to help each
other cope with the challenging situation of dealing with
someone with dementia.
For more information, please call Mike Bartholomew at
516-754-8146.

The Ride Home
This feature is for families to share their thoughts
as they travel to and from Church.

Thursday, September 13, 7:30 PM –
Catholic Daughters monthly meeting in
the parish center.
Sunday, October 21, 10:30 AM Mass –
Catholic Daughter Sunday recognized

20th Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 19, 2018

Save the Date: Saturday, November 24 – Annual Craft
Market in the school gymnasium. See bulletin for details
as we move closer to the date.

Gospel: John 6:51-58
Adults: Does the promise of eternal life affect the way I
live today?

Catholic Daughters always welcomes new members.
For information, please contact Kathy Scarallo at 516796-6208 and/or Susan Maher at 516-633-8960.

Children: Does the promise of living in Heaven with
Jesus make a difference in the choices I make?
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Parish social ministry
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P., 731-6074

There is also an ongoing support group for anyone who
has lost a loved one through suicide. This group meets
the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month from 7:00 PM to
8:15 PM. The next meeting is Monday, September 10th.
The survivors of suicide group (SOS) will be facilitated
by Dr. Sabatini, a bereavement expert with over 25
years’ experience in counseling the bereaved.

St. Vincent de Paul:
We are most grateful for your food and monetary
donations which help our neighbors stretch their dollars.
As you may know, those who have registered with us
are able to come to the pantry on a weekly basis, if
necessary, and take a bagful of the food staples which
they will eat during the week. Thanks to our partnership
with Long Island Cares and Island Harvest, we can
also receive food and other basic necessities to
supplement what we receive from you.

All groups request a registration fee of $20 and will meet
at the parish center. Please call our office or stop in for a
(necessary) registration form.

Thanks for your support…we are most grateful! This
week, our pantry needs include:
 Grape jelly
 Cake mixes and frosting
 Hearty soups
 Canned fruit

Back-to-School:
Before too long, it will be back to school. As is our
custom, we will try to provide some items for each of the
children whose families visit our pantry. We have
noticed that good sales are all around, so if you feel the
urge to shop, our children could use:

Please remember the poor boxes and to
“buy one, get one free!”
The annual Friends of the Poor Walk will take place on
Saturday, September 29th. Each parish Conference,
including ours at St. Bernard’s, will be collecting money
in September to assist our low-income neighbors. We
thank our neighborhood business partners for their
financial assistance, and we will thank you for your
donations which will be taken in early September.
Thanks for being “Friends of the Poor!”













Bereavement Support Groups:

St. Bernard’s Parish Social Ministry will be offering three
bereavement support groups this fall.
Beginning on Thursday, October 4th through December
6th, from 7:00-8:15 PM to, there will be a weekly support
group for the newly bereaved. This program is designed
to help the newly bereaved learn about the grief process,
develop skills to learn to cope with their grief, and to
begin adjusting to living in a world without the
deceased. This group is facilitated by Dr. Lou Sabatini.

Marble (not spiral) notebooks
Index cards
Post-its
Markers
Pencils
Pens (black, red, blue)
Crayons
Glue sticks
2” and 3” binders
loose leaf paper
Backpacks for junior and high school students

As always, thank you for your gracious generosity! We
are also happy to accept Target and Walmart gift cards,
which can be helpful for clothing and shoes. Thanks to
the Columbiettes for their generous donation!

There is an ongoing group for bereaved parents which
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month from 7:00
PM to 8:15 PM and will resume Monday, September
17th. This group is designed for newly-bereaved
parents, and for those who may have already been in a
support group but who could benefit from additional
support. Bereaved parents trained by Dr. Sabatini will
lead this group.
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Let’s Build
Our
Music Ministry
“Music ministry provides beauty, joy, comfort, inspiration, and
musical prayer for our communal liturgies and various parish
celebrations. This is possible due to the generous sharing of time and
talent of diverse and committed members. If you can carry a tune,
play an instrument and want to learn - sing and play with us.”
(Liturgy Today)

Choir rehearsals are beginning again in September so please contact one
of the following Directors to join one of our many wonderful choirs. Singers
and musicians welcomed.
The Five Thirty Sunday Mass is welcoming High School, College, and
young adults of all ages. Our contemporary ensemble needs musicians.
Rehearsals are on Sunday before the 5:30 pm mass – email Terrence Purtell Director@terencePurtell.com.
Children’s Choir sings once a month at the 9am Sunday Mass -2nd
Grade and higher. They rehearse on Tuesdays at 6:15pm in the Parish
Center; call Dottie Monaco for more information – 796-5631.
Folk Choir joyfully sings the 9am Sunday Masses and rehearses on
Wednesday evenings off site - call Carmen Greico 735-1939.
Adult Choir leads the congregation at the 10:30am Sunday Mass and
rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 7:30pm in the Church — call Mary Jane
731-4220 ext. 142
If you are not sure what choir might work for you just email Mary Jane at
mjstbernard@aol.com.
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Let’s Celebrate St. Bernard’s 70th Anniversary!

At the Parish Block Party
Sunday, September 16th 1pm-4pm
Food! Games! DJ!! Lots of FUN!

We will supply hot dogs, hamburgers, condiments and drinks.
& Bring a Dessert for the Sharing Table.
Please feel free to bring additional food for your tables.
PLEASE SIGN UP AFTER ALL MASSES ON SEPT 8/9!

Note: Children must be accompanied by an adult.
No skate boards, bikes, scooters, etc.
For more information, contact Susan Maher
516-633-8960

In case you don’t get to sign up after Mass, fill out tear off sheet and leave in box in rectory.
Thank you.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -

-------------------

FAMILY NAME _______________________________________________________________________
HOW MANY ATTENDING _____________________________________________________________
PHONE # _____________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________
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Thunder and rain!
We look forward to the day when
we don’t have to break out the mops
and buckets to clean up the leaks
that happen when we have a storm.
We’ve been having quite a few wild
storms lately and the humid weather
provides a breeding ground for mold
and mildew to grow in our leaking
church tower. The sooner we reach
our goal, the sooner we can get
started on our project and get past
the storms.

THANK YOU!!!

After we suggested using our
online donation site, Faith Direct,
we received quite a few new pledges.
That was easy, wasn’t it? To pledge
on line, you can use the Q-Code
above or go to
www.stbernardchurch.org and
and click on the Faith Direct link at
the bottom of the page.
Benefits of using Faith Direct?
• No need to mail your contributions
in. Save paper and postage
• Save the parish money -- we won’t
need to mail out reminders
 Get points if you use your credit
card to donate
 It’s fast, safe and secure

Total Raised to Date

$1,448,665

Percentage of
Minimum Goal

82%

Number of Pledges

514

Average Gift

$50/month

First Fruits...

We don’t know of anyone who would give away the first ripe
tomato from their garden. It is the most precious tomato of the
season. We know lots of people who look to give away their
garden produce when everything seems to ripen at once. When
considering a pledge to our “Let’s Build!” campaign, we’re
not expecting members of our parish to give their “first fruits”
-- after all, people have bills to pay and families to support.
However we’ve received more in pledges in this campaign so
far than we did in the whole last campaign 6 years ago! So
we’re grateful to all who have been sharing their “lettuce”
with us. If you haven’t sent in your pledge yet, please consider
what portion of your “crop” you can share and send it in!
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QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS
P H IL C E P A RA N O

((516)
516) 731-5550
731-5550

PLUMBING & HEATING

All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER

Highly Recommended By His Customers
TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com
Serving the Parish Area

516-454-6557

ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small
Insured

((631)
631) 581-2828
581-2828

OsheaFuneral.com
OsheaFuneral.com
Long Island Hearing, Inc.

“Our commitment to you will be life changing
Need a Hearing Test? Hearing Aid? Repair?

Levittown
516.735.9191

Nesconset/Smithtown Plainview
631.972.5211
516.933.HEAR

SM”

Experience
Consistency
Reliability
Since 1985

Long Beach
516.763.EARS

Comforting Families Since 1924

LEVITTOWN
2786 Hempstead Tpk.
(516) 796-0400

HICKSVILLE
47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 931-0262

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com
RAYMOND NARDO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

129 Third St., Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?
Do You Need a Will?

631-724-3242

www.watermillcaterers.com
atermillcaterers.com • Smithtown,NY

Beth Dalton-Costello

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514
Lic/Ins

516-248-2121

VINCENZOʼS PIZZA

George Holub, Computer Surgeon

The Computer Surgeons

Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

516-597-4415

638 Wantagh Ave.
Levittown

We Deliver
Catering Available
$11.99 Large Pie
$12.99 Sicilian Pie w/ad

“We Make Your Computer Healthy Again”

PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600
Fax (631) 242-8084
www.thecomputersurgeons.com

DIVISION
CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
731-8900

Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections

40 Division Ave.
Levittown

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL
HOMES, INC.
655 Old Country Road

125 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714
(516) 935-7100

Licensed Master Plumber
Serving the community
since 1990
All Plumbing Repairs
All Bathroom Leaks
Special discount for all
veterans and
military families

516-796-2100

Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 938-4311
“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH
OF MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT
For Catholic Health Services doctors and
hospitals near you call 855-CHS-4500

P le ase P atroni ze Our Adve rt i se rs

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR.
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

798-8943

#172 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

And
Holidays

((516)
516) 8826-1010
26-1010

6622 Carleton
Carleton Avenue
Avenue
Av
East IIslip,
slip, NY
NY 111730
1730
East

