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MISSION STATEMENT
With faith, hope, and love the people of
St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to
bring the gospel of Jesus
to the Levittown Community and beyond.

PASTORAL TEAM
Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor
Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 130
Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org
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onyeduru@yahoo.com
Deacon John Blakeney
DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Deacon James Flannery
Aquinas69@gmail.com
516-731-4220
Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays.
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,
Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry
PSM@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-6074
Pat McDonough, Director of Youth & Young Adults
pat@stbernardchurch.org
Ext. 144
Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 142
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate
DVella@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 143
Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan
Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager
facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
ext. 120
Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance
Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 126
CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org
website: www.stbernardcyo.org

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith,
Hope, and Love at St. Bernard’s? Sign-up and get to know
us at one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and
Welcome evenings! For information, call the parish office
at 516-731-4220, or download a form from our website
www.stbernardchurch.org. Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on
the bottom of the home page form. If you move away,
please notify us as well.

Spiritual Life

Schedule of Masses:
Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,
12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass)
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org
Confessions:
Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm. Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and
Benediction: Monday: Check schedule on page 4.
Morning Prayer:
Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are
available.
Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our
Christian community! Baptisms are held on select Sundays at
1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before
an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born –
to ensure enough time to complete the baptism
preparation process. Our three-step preparation process
includes: 1) at-home reading and preparation by the parents;
2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff;
and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning
gathering, which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am
“Family-friendly” Mass.
Please call 731-4220 or e-mail
parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information
and preparation packet.
Marriages: Church arrangements should be made at least
6 months before the marriage and before making any
contracts with restaurants or caterers. Please call the
Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest, 731-4220.
Ministry to the Sick and Aging: If you are, or know of
someone who is homebound and would like to receive Holy
Communion, please call the rectory at 731-4220.
St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218
Usher Coordinator: John Lyons (516) 390-5150 or
Jlyons8234@gmail.com

Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation!
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Back to Slavery?
E– mail Father Ralph: shepherd@StBernardChurch.org

Sommer in the Summer
I’m baaack! I enjoyed the first
leg of my vacation and look
forward to spending time with
parishioners over the next few
weeks.
Dates for a visit from your
pastor are available at
stbernardchurch.org/
sommertime
The Feast of Saint Bernard
The feast of our patron saint
falls on Monday, August 20th
and we’ll be celebrating with
an evening Mass at 6pm and a
bring-your-own-food picnic on
the “great lawn” after the
Mass. Why not ask around
your neighborhood and see
who else is looking for a nice
way to spend a summer’s
evening together?
Bring your own chairs or
blankets and a picnic dinner
and we’ll remember the saint
for whom our parish is named
and enjoy each other’s
company in this, the 70th year
of our parish.

For a moment, today’s reading from the book of Exodus (Exodus 16:2-4, 1215) tells us, slavery looked better than freedom. You see, the people of God -the Israelites -- had been freed from slavery in Egypt and were now on their way
to the promised land. But fear started to overtake them once they were free. In
the midst of slavery, they had food to eat -- food given to them by their captors.
But now, free from overlords, they had to find their own food. And they feared
starving in the desert.

So for a moment, they were tempted to return to the place of slavery.

In the
midst of their fear, they called out to God who then fed them in the desert with
manna (bread) and quail. They were invited to trust deeply that God who had
led them through the waters of the Red Sea to freedom would not abandon
them on their way to new life.

There is something powerful in this story that touches our own lives.

At times
we move on from a part of our lives that is difficult or inappropriate (we leave a
poor job, or a bad relationship, or our old school) and despite being freed from
something that was not fulfilling or even oppressive, we can look back over our
shoulder, longing for some aspect of comfort that existed even in the midst of
the “slavery” we left behind.

The people in the desert -- not only those in Exodus, but the ones who went out
to see Jesus in today’s gospel as well (John 6:24-35) -- were offered the chance to
believe that God would get them through the middle passage of their journeys.
Some did believe. Others gave up hope. It is the same chance offered to us -believe that God is going to get us through. Or don’t believe.

Too many tragedies plague us -- sickness, car crashes, sudden heart attacks,
long suffering (mentally and or physically), loss of jobs, children in trouble,
domestic violence, addictions -- the list goes on too long. These times of
suffering can fill us with anger and fear and lead us to give up faith and hope.

So we need to hear these stories of faith today to help us to re-embrace our
belief in God who never leaves us. God does and will provide for us as we
move from one part of our lives to the next chapters. Despite painful endings,
the awkward and fearful in-betweens, there are
awesome new beginnings in our future.
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PARISH NEWS

GIFTS OF TREASURE

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS

The Rosary Society will meet on Monday, August 6 at
12:30 pm in the prayer room of the
church. We will pray for our individual
needs and those of all Rosarians, living
and deceased, especially those who are
sick. We all want peace. Let us pray
together for peaceful solutions to the
problems present in our homes, our
families, our parish, our country, and the whole world.
We also will pray for the members of our armed
services, and our policemen and fire fighters and all
those who work to keep us safe and healthy. Each if us
offers a prayer intention before we begin to pray. Please
try to join us. All women of the parish are welcome.

July 30, 2018
July 30, 2017
$ 11,124.55
$ 11,291.10
448 envelopes
502 envelopes
Faith Direct
$ 2,506.30
$ 2,145.00
Total Collection
$ 13,630.85
$ 13,436.10

Faith Direct
Have you enrolled yet?
www.faithdirect.net Code = NY272

PARISH CALENDAR

Last Day
Water Color Art
Show

Monday,
2:00 pm
7:30pm
7:30 pm
Tuesday,
10:00 am
12:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
Wednesday,
2:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

See page 12

Thursday, September 13, 7:30 PM – Catholic
Daughters monthly meeting in the parish center.

Thursday,
9:30 am
1:45 pm
7:00 pm
Friday,
7:15 pm

Sunday, October 21, 10:30 AM Mass – Catholic
Daughter Sunday recognized
Save the Date: Saturday, November 24 – Annual Craft
Market in the school gymnasium. See bulletin for details
as we move closer to the date.

Saturday,
9:00 am
11:00 am
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
8:00 pm
Sunday,
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
8:00 pm

Catholic Daughters always welcomes new members.
For information, please contact Kathy Scarallo at 516796-6208 and/or Susan Maher at 516-633-8960.
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(Subject to change)

August 6
No Zumba Gold
Liturgy Committee, Rectory Living Room
Miraculous Medal Novena, Church
August 7
Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center
Rosarians, Prayer Room
Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room
Summer Faith in Film Series, Parish Center
SOS group, Parish Center
Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206
AA Meeting Rehearsal, School Room 207
August 8
No Zumba Gold
CFFR Meeting, Parish Center
Charismatic-Bread of Life Prayer Group,
Parish Center
August 9
Shawl Ministry, Parish Center
St. Vincent De Paul, Clairvaux House
Catholic Daughters Meeting, Parish Center
August 10
Most Holy Trinity Prayer Group,
Prayer Room
August 11
Catholic Daughter Workshop, Parish Center
Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria
Sacred Heart Community, Parish Center
Spanish Mass, Church
Spanish Mass Reception, Parish Center
August 12
Youth Choir Practice, Church
Youth Ministry Meeting, Parish Center
AA Meeting, Cafeteria

SACRAMENTS

MASS INTENTIONS

BANNS OF MARRIAGE

This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions.
Saturday,
August 4
8:00 am
Bernard Patrick Hawkhurst,
35th Anniversary,
Dorothy Shepski & Walter Shepski, Jr.
5:00 pm
Stephen Witkowski
Sunday,
August 5
7:30 am
Agatha Pulice
9:00 am
Living and Deceased Members of Holy
Innocents Knights of Columbus
10:30 am
Saveria Cruiscuolo,
Nicholas Tursi,
Peter F. Harvey,
Linda McCue
12 Noon
Thomas Cuff, Jr.
5:30 pm
FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
Monday,
August 6
8:00 am
Barbara Giacinto
Tuesday,
August 7
8:00 am
Thomas Kehoe
Wednesday, August 8
8:00 am
Donald Barrett
Thursday,
August 9
8:00 am
Sean Leavy
Friday,
August 10
8:00 am
Robert S. Lane - Birthday Remembrance
Saturday,
August 11
8:00 am
5:00 pm
FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
7:30 pm
Spanish Mass
Sunday,
August 12
7:30 am
Michael Giampetruzzi– Living
9:00 am
Eileen & Ed Rzemieniewski
10:30 am
Msgr. George Graham,
Walentyna Kruk,
Mora Quinn Bannon,
Kevin Kenney
12 Noon
Kay Flaherty
5:30 pm
Robert Dash

First Time
Michael James Cristina, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown

Caroline Quinn, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown
Third Time

Jonathan Basile, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown
Kamrie Lovie, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH
Sara Aprigliano
Debra Crocitto
Mike Kirby
Ava Pinto
Charlota Zabala

Ike Bootsma
Mary Jane Cannata
Robert Dreger
Daniel Ihroog
Andrew Lalonde Jr.
Karen Martin
Thomas Wenz
Cynthia Wilson

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.
Thank you for cooperating and God bless all.
Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List
Baby Mason Francis Combs
Susan Arena
Brian Austin
Lorraine Bardolf
Jean Caprera
Arlene Barsch
Lois Byrne
Rosemary Clark
Monica DeLaRosa
Sr. Juliana Deptuch
Debra Dowdell
Margaret Dowdell
Gerry Finlan
Jim Finlan
Linda Fitz
Kathleen Flaherty
Rich Fuleki
Muriel Gallagher
Teresita Gallego
Michael Giampetruzzi
Colleen Grasing
John Guiffre
Mike Hach
Patricia Hafner
Carolyn Hakim
Cynthia Hansen
Donna Hare
John Hartofil
Vicki Jacona
Steve Jugan
Jerome W. Kalkhof
Anne Kalman
Katherine Anne Kwestel
Violet Kwestel
Andrew Lalonde, Jr.
Martin Logan
Tia Mabanta
Jaime Macias
Andrew Mahoney
Lucy & Richard Marconi
William McDonagh
Teresa McDonald
Mary McLean
Mary Messina
Irmgard Montanino
Kerri Orlando
Johnny Perdue
Rosina Perri
Catherine Pipinou
Dolores Pizzo
Joan Rampolla
Fred Rappa
Laureen Quinn-Sturge
Deanne Reilly
Vinny Rosa
John Rotondo, Jr.
John Rotondo, Sr.
Flore Rowe
Federico Rueda
Eve Saint
Thomas Saint
Terry Sherwood
Guadalupe Silva
Danielle Stallone
Frances Stallone
Norma Steiger
Liberty Tabag
David Testa
Rosalie Travers
Frances Trzcinski
Joan Virostko
Theresa Votta
Brendan Wagner

PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED DECEASED
AND THOSE WHO MOURN FOR THEM
Saverio Abisognio Tom Joyce
Gabriel Larco
Michael Leamy
Luis A. Rosa
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Adult faith formation

Summer Faith & Film Series
Join us for our annual summer Faith & Film series, with films
curated for you by Deacon John and Father Augustine.

5 Tuesday evenings, 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center
August 7 Like Father, Like Son
(Japan, 2013)

Ryota is a successful workaholic businessman. When he learns that his biological
son was switched with another boy after birth, he faces the difficult decision of
whether to choose his true son or the boy he and his wife have raised as their own.
August 14

St. Paul: Apostle of Christ

(USA, 2018)

August 21

Wonder

August 28

The Zookeeper’s Wife (USA, 2017)

(USA, 2017)

For information, contact Deacon John at deaconjohn@stbernardchurch.org

Maybe it’s
time to Belong

Are you worshipping at
St. Bernard’s but not a
registered member of the parish??

Going to church but not baptized?
Baptized, going to a Catholic church, but not

Catholic?
Baptized Catholic, going to church, but not confirmed in the faith?

Our next
New Parishioner Registration
And Welcome Orientation is coming!

Join the journey to adult faith!
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________

Tues., Aug. 21, 7:30 p.m., Parish Center

Best time to call: _______________________________________________

You can just “walk in” - or let us know you’re coming:
516-731-4220 or www.stbernardchurch.org/welcome

Place form in collection basket, or contact Diane Vella:
516-731-4220 ext. 143 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org

Bring the whole family!
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Alpha is coming!

Why you should consider ALPHA








Because you want to know more about how faith and life connect
Because you think maybe you know ABOUT God but you don’t KNOW God
Because you DO know God, but want to deepen the relationship
Because you come to Church but feel isolated and want to belong more deeply
Because you DON’T come to Church but you’re a spiritual person
Because you don’t really want to participate yourself, but you think it’s a good
thing for others and want to volunteer to help (set-up, food, greeting, babysitting)
Because, hey, there’s a free meal!

Whatever your reason, you are welcome!
Alpha for adults (in English and Spanish) and High School Alpha
will meet 8 Fridays 9/21 – 11/16, 6:30-8:30 pm, plus Alpha Retreat 11/3
For info or questions about Alpha, or to sign up or volunteer
go to www.stbernardchurch.org/alpha

Do you enjoy our
Hospitality Sundays?
Can you help??

Annual
St. Bernard’s
Feast Day
Mass and Picnic

Lots of folks enjoy our monthly Hospitality Sundays
when we serve bagels, coffee and other goodies, and

Monday,
August 20,
6:00 pm Mass

provide fun arts and craft activities for kids after 2 of
our Sunday morning Masses. More folks are needed
to assist with hosting to ensure we can continue this
opportunity for fellowship!

(This is a time correction! )
Bring Your Own Picnic and Games
(This is a family event; no alcohol please!)

RAIN OR SHINE!

Contact the parish office at 516-731-4220 or
parish@stbernardchurch.org for information
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LITURGY CORNER
August 5, 2018
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Who would not grumble if they were in
the middle of a desert hungry for food? Would not we,
amid our despair, prefer as the Israelites did to have died
in the land of their enemies where at least they had
bread to eat? The Lord heard the Israelites grumble and
told Moses he would send bread from heaven for then to
eat. The people would have to gather their food as a test
to see whether they would remain faithful to the Lords’
instructions. When the Israelites saw the manna from
heaven, they did not recognize it. But the Lord
remained faithful to his promise to provide for his
people.

the author of Ephesians describes the diversity of gifts
within the Church. The old selves that the Ephesians
had in their previous life before Baptism, would have
seen their gifts put in hierarchical order, as the
Corinthians did in Paul’s first letter to them. Yet their
new selves in Christ live God’s righteousness. Though
the author of Ephesians did not face the same conflict
among believers with diverse gifts, he wanted to make
sure that Christians knew that in Christ all gifts are used
for the same purpose, to build up the body and bring the
Church to fulfillment in Christ.
Gospel: Jesus knows the intent of the crowd who
relentlessly followed him. He had fed them, and now
they wanted to know more. The crowd asks him a series
of three questions. In the first, they only want to know
when he arrived across the sea. In the second, they want
to know what their part is in accomplishing God’s
works. To this Jesus replies, believe in the one God
sent. In the third question, the crowd asks Jesus for a
sign so that they might believe in him. They reference
their ancestors eating manna in the desert to substantiate
their request. Jesus identifies himself as the Bread of
Life. Whether the crowd understood what he was
saying, John leaves unsaid.

Responsorial Psalm 78 depicts the many ways the Lord
provided for his people throughout the generations. The
refrain from verse 24b specifically notes that the Lord
provided bread from heaven to the Israelites as the First
Reading from Exodus details. To tell the story of God’s
marvelous deeds to each generation is the responsibility
of the faithful. In the telling, the story of salvation is not
forgotten; it becomes a living story.
Second Reading: Last Sunday’s second reading from
Ephesians presented the sevenfold unity of Christians in
the One Body of Christ. In the verses between last
Sunday’s passage and the beginning of today’s reading,

Saints of the Week
Monday, August 6. Feast of the Transfiguration of the
Lord. The Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord
reminds us of the depth of mystery that surrounded
Jesus Christ – mystery in the sense that we can never
exhaust who he really is or categorize him in any way.
Fully human, he may indeed have needed a tent or a
place to camp on the mountain, like Peter asked. But
just when the Apostles may have been getting really
comfortable with their understanding of Jesus as friend
and teacher, they catch a glimpse of his heavenly glory,
challenging them to remain open to Christ
communicating to them who he is as Son of God. We
have moments like the Apostles each time we encounter
and grapple with a new and challenging image of God in
the Scriptures. Remaining humble and open to the
revelatory action of God’s Word and Spirit is a way to
enter ever more deeply into the mystery of who God is

for us in Jesus Christ.
Tuesday, August 7. St. Sixtus II was pope for less than
a year, from August 30, 257 to August 6, 258. He
restored relations with the African and Eastern
Churches, which had been broken off over the question
of heretical Baptism. Pope Sixtus, along with several
deacons, was one of the first victims of the persecution
begun by the emperor Valerian in 258. He is referred to
by name in Eucharistic Prayer I.
Thursday, August 9. St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
was born Edith Stein at Breslau in 1891 into an
observant Jewish family, but by the time she reached her
teens, she had become an atheist. She went on to study
philosophy and received her doctorate at Freiburg under
the philosopher Edmund Husserl but left her university
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Readings for
August 5, 2018—August 12, 2018

LITURGY CORNER
career to teach at a girls’ school when Husserl did not
support her further studies. Influenced by her study of
Thomism and spirituality, she became a Catholic in
1922. In 1932, she became a lecturer at Munster, but
anti-Semitic laws passed by the Nazis forced her to
resign, and she entered the Carmel at Cologne in 1933.
In an attempt to protect her from the Nazis, she was
transferred to a Carmel in the Netherlands, but when the
Dutch bishops condemned Nazi racism, the Nazis
retaliated by arresting Jewish converts. Edith, along with
her sister Rosa, who had also become a Catholic, was
deported to Auschwitz and died in the gas chamber on
August 9, 1942.

Sunday, August 5. Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time. Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15. Ephesians 4:17, 20-24;
Psalm 78:3-4, 23-25, 54; John 6:24-35.
Monday, August 6. Feast of the Transfiguration of
the Lord. Daniel: 9-10, 13-14; Psalm 971-2,5-6,9;
Peter 1: 16-19; Mark9: 2-10.
Tuesday, August 7. Jeremiah 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22;
Psalm 102:16-23, 29; Matthew 14:22-36.
Wednesday, August 8. Memorial of Saint Dominic,
Priest. Jeremiah 31:1-7. (Ps) Jeremiah 31:10-13;
Matthew 15:21-28 .
Thursday, August 9. Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1215, 18-19; Matthew 16:13-23 .
Friday, August 10. Feast of Saint Lawrence, Deacon
and Martyr. 2 Corinthians 9:6-10; Psalm 112:1-2, 5-9;
John 12:24-26 .
Saturday, August 11. Memorial of Saint Clare,
virgin. Hebrews 1:12 2:4; Psalm 9:8-13; Matthew
17:14-20.
Sunday, August 12. Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time. 1 Kings 19:4-8. Ephesians 4:30 5:2; Psalm 34:29; John 6:41-51.
Daily readings can be found online at:
www.usccb.org/bible/readings

Sourcebook 2018

Focus on Religious Freedom
From Catholics for Freedom of
Religion
www.cffor.org
Religious Liberty & Adoption Services:
Faith-based adoption agencies, including Catholic
Charities, have shut down in Massachusetts,
Washington D.C., Illinois, and California, because of
anti-discrimination laws or funding in these states. The
agencies' policies of placing children only with married
husband and wife couples have conflicted with
expanding legal requirements to place children with
same-sex couples. When legislatures in these states
failed to carve out a religious exemption for these
agencies, they were faced with a difficult choice: violate
its conscience, or close its doors.
Support for Religious Liberty has recently been
passed by legislatures in Oklahoma and Kansas. These
states now join Alabama, South Dakota, Texas,
Virginia, and Michigan who already have laws in place
that grant protections to faith-based adoption agencies
that cite their religious beliefs for not placing children in
same-sex homes. Supporters of these laws argue that
the core issue is protecting a groups right to live out its
religious faith.
(nbcnews.com, 5/4/18; thinkprogress.org, 5/4/18;
usccb.org; catholicnewsagency.com, 3/13/17)

THE RIDE HOME

This feature is for families to share their thoughts
as they travel to and from Church.
18th Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 5, 2018
Gospel: John 6:24-35
Adults: When has my faith helped me believe without
seeing?

"While Americans presume that the Constitution
guarantees their rights, in practice, our rights survive or
disappear based on how firmly we defend them."
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
Philadelphia

Children: Who helps me believe in things I cannot see?
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P., 731-6074

St. Vincent de Paul:
We are grateful to everyone who responds to our
requests for food and monetary donations which help us
help our low-income neighbors. Thanks so much! This
week our pantry needs include:
 Canned corn
 Canned pasta (“Chef Boy-ar-dee” type)
 Cup-O-Noodles
 Pasta
Please remember the poor boxes and to
“buy one, get one free!”

Gabriel’s Courage:
At a recent meeting of Parish Social Ministry
Coordinators, we were introduced to a very important
program which is part of Catholic Health Services wide
outreach. Gabriel’s Courage is a family-centered
prenatal program for families who receive a life-limiting
prenatal diagnosis during their pregnancy. The program
offers a team approach to care and support throughout
the pregnancy, birth and post-birth of a baby.
Any woman living in Nassau or Suffolk who has
received such a diagnosis is eligible for Gabriel’s
Courage services. We have further information in our
office if someone you know is experiencing a
challenging pregnancy. If you wish, you can call 631465-6363 for further information.

The annual Friends of the Poor Walk will take place on
Saturday, September 29th. Each parish Conference,
including ours at St. Bernard’s, will be collecting money
in September to assist our low-income neighbors. We
have started by asking local merchants to contribute as
well. To date, we have received donations from:








In addition to Gabriel’s Courage, we were given good
information about Good Shepherd Hospice (skilled
medical and supportive care with compassion,) and
Catholic Home Care (providing skilled care in the
comfort of your home in Nassau, Suffolk and Queens.)

O’Shea Funeral Home
Domenico’s Restaurant
Town and Country Jeep Dodge
Jr. Fuel Oil
Dortoni Bakery
Division Car Care

The women from Catholic Health Services who gave the
presentations reminded us of how pro-active the
Catholic community is in reaching out to those in need
of compassionate, professional caring.

We thank them for being “Friends of the Poor!”

A quote they live by is: “You matter until the last moment
of your life and we will do all we can, not only to help you
die peacefully, but to help you live until you die.”
(Dame Cicely Saunders.)

Are You a Veteran?
World War II, Korea and Viet Nam veterans who have
not visited memorials in Washington, DC are invited by
Honor Flight Network to visit DC, all expenses paid.
Two of our Vincentians are making the trip this fall.
There are openings for May and September of 2019 for
this one-day trip. Flights depart from MacArthur
Airport and arrive at BWI International Airport. The
veterans are accompanied by volunteers who pay $400
to offset costs. Family members may be volunteers if
they wish. Details about the program are available by
calling 631-702-2423.

Their services are accessible to all individuals, regardless
of race, color, religion, lifestyle or economic status.
Call our office for further information, or call 516-5861420. Their website is:
www.goodshepherdhospice.chsli.org.

St. Bernard’s Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group

Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th TUESDAY of the month from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon in
St. Bernard's Parish Center. This program is designed to help each other cope with the
challenging situation of dealing with someone with dementia.
For more information, please call Mike Bartholomew at 516-754-8146.
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Special
Thanks!
While we’ve
been receiving
many pledges
from
parishioners,
we were happily surprised by a
$5000 gift to the Let’s Build!
Campaign from the Levittown
Island Trees Youth Council. The
council organizes and supports
many athletic programs in our town
and we’re grateful for their support.

THANK YOU!!!
After we suggested using our
online donation site, Faith Direct,
we received quite a few new pledges.
That was easy, wasn’t it? To pledge on
line, you can use the Q-Code above or
go to www.stbernardchurch.org and
and click on the Faith Direct link at the
bottom of the page.
Benefits of using Faith Direct?
• No need to mail your contributions in.

Total Raised to Date

$1,424,815

Percentage of
Minimum Goal

81%

Number of Pledges

500

Average Gift

$50/month

August is Declutter Month!
During the hot and hazy
days of summer, it’s good to
crank the AC and spend time
getting to those things you
were going to get to “one of
these days.” Do you have
some valuables that you
never look at or use?
We were inspired by people
who were looking for creative ways to
contribute to our “Let’s Build!” Campaign by
selling off items they didn’t know what to do
with and donating the proceeds to our parish
campaign to make our church campus more
spiritual, welcome and safe.
One person sold off a coin collection that she had received in a
will and gave tens of thousands of dollars to the campaign.
Another opportunity arose when a couple realized they had a
box in a drawer with broken, mismatched and unused jewelry
which was worth several thousand dollars.
Whether it’s a car you are “retiring”, or you’re contributing
the proceeds of a garage sale, consider if de-cluttering in the
days ahead would help you make a gift to our campaign.

Save paper and postage
• Save the parish money -- we
won’t need to mail out reminders
• Get points if you use your credit
card to donate• It’s fast, safe and secure
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Water Color Art Show
Selected watercolor paintings by Father
Augustine are being displayed in the Prayer
Room of St. Bernard’s Church, Levittown, from
July 15-29 for viewing and acquisition through
silent auction.

The Art show is extended for another week in order to facilitate more participation.
It will end on 5th August before 5.30 PM mass.

The proceeds of the sale of paintings go to help the ministry of the Little Sisters of the Poor
for the aged and the destitute.
The Little Sisters of the Poor provide service to the poorest of the poor in all the impoverished areas of the
world. They pick up the homeless and destitute from the streets and offer them quality dedicated service
absolutely free. It is their charism to live by the providence of God without receiving big donations but
sustain their ministry by begging day by day. This art show is only a little effort to afford them small help to
support their mission. By buying one of these paintings you are adding your tiny mite to the great work of
God for the poor that Pope Francis has been consistently promoting the faithful to do.
All the pictures are matted and framed and are ready to decorate your homes
or to be presented as gifts.
This will be a Silent Auction and here is the procedure:
1. Please choose the painting that you are interested in and note the number.
2. From the plastic box pick the card that bears that number.
3. Write your name, phone number, and your offering for the painting.
4. The highest bidder gets the picture.
5. The last date for the auction will be July 29.
Thanks to the Peck Family for donating the picture frames.
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ST. BERNARD'S CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director, 516-731-8511

Pope Francis in his book "Wisdom on Love", shares
practical advice for families. Permit me
to mention a few quotes"..."Pray
together as a family in times of strife."
"Spouses, marriage is so much more
than the big day. It's a lifelong
celebration. Continue to honor your
relationship." "Pray about something
causing discord in your family. Ask
for the courage and humility to talk
about it in a loving way." "Don't try to get back at your
brother and sister. Be kind!" " Young people, your
parents work so hard, so let your mom or dad sit on the
couch for a little while and rest. Ask them if you can do
a chore for them when they're tired." And finally,
"separated parents, take a moment today to share a
happy memory with your child of their mother or father.
Don't take that relationship away from them by critical
words. The respect you give to their mother or father
gives your child comfort."
The annual Catechetical Congress held at St. John
the Baptist High School, West Islip on September 15th is
now underway. The suggested fee is $50.00 which
includes coffee, lunch, two workshops, opportunity to
purchase catechetical books and materials, and the

engaging Keynote Speaker will be Bishop Andrzej
Zglejszewski. For registration information, go online to
www.drvc.org and click on faith formation. It is
guaranteed to be an informative and fun day for all!
Catechists Needed
Catechists are called to teach and
share the Person of Jesus to our
little ones! Parents, grandparents,
college students, high school
seniors are invited to join the
Religious Education ministry. We
are currently in NEED of
volunteers on Monday afternoons
from 4:15-5:30pm . Training is
provided along with user-friendly
teacher manuals. Teaching the faith is one of our
spiritual works of mercy. Please call Mrs. Martin if God
is calling YOU at 731 8511. Interview and background
check is necessary. It is an important volunteer work as
the rewards are "out of this world."
Have you forgotten to mail in your Registration form?
IF so , it's not too late to mail it in but hurry as our
classes are filling up fast!

DRVC School of Missionary Disciples
Encountering Christ Through the Joy of the Gospel
DRVC School of Missionary Disciples is a two year process of personal, intellectual, spiritual and pastoral formation for
adult Catholics that offers an exciting, integrated approach to discipleship through instruction, prayer, faith sharing and
the development of leadership skills.
Is DRVC School of Missionary Disciples for you? It might be if you desire…
 To expand and deepen your knowledge of the Catholic faith and Holy Scripture.
 To deepen your understanding of the teachings of the Catholic Church and discover how they
connect to your life and the world today.
 To grasp the true meaning of living the Gospel in daily life.
Then DRVC School of Missionary Disciples is for you!
Join us to learn more about DRVC School of Missionary Disciples
INFORMATION SESSION
St. Bernard’s Church, Levittown
Wednesday, August 22nd, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
3100 Hempstead Turnpike, Levittown, NY 11756
St. Joseph Room in the Parish Center ( first room on the right)
For more information contact Maria Elena Barbieri 516-678-5800 ext. 540,
mbarbieri@drvc.org or visit our website www.drvc-faith.org/adult-formation
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QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS
PHIL CEPARANO

((516)
516) 731-5550
731-5550

PLUMBING & HEATING

All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER

Highly Recommended By His Customers
TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com
Serving the Parish Area

516-454-6557

ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small
Insured

((631)
631) 581-2828
581-2828

OsheaFuneral.com
OsheaFuneral.com
Long Island Hearing, Inc.

“Our commitment to you will be life changing
Need a Hearing Test? Hearing Aid? Repair?

Levittown
516.735.9191

Nesconset/Smithtown Plainview
631.972.5211
516.933.HEAR

SM”

Experience
Consistency
Reliability
Since 1985

Long Beach
516.763.EARS

631-724-3242

www.watermillcaterers.com
atermillcaterers.com • Smithtown,NY

Comforting Families Since 1924

LEVITTOWN
2786 Hempstead Tpk.
(516) 796-0400

HICKSVILLE
47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 931-0262

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com
RAYMOND NARDO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

129 Third St., Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?
Do You Need a Will?

Beth Dalton-Costello

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514
Lic/Ins

516-248-2121

VINCENZOʼS PIZZA

George Holub, Computer Surgeon

The Computer Surgeons

Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

516-597-4415

638 Wantagh Ave.
Levittown

We Deliver
Catering Available
$11.99 Large Pie
$12.99 Sicilian Pie w/ad

“We Make Your Computer Healthy Again”

PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600
Fax (631) 242-8084
www.thecomputersurgeons.com

DIVISION
CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
731-8900

Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections

40 Division Ave.
Levittown

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL
HOMES, INC.
655 Old Country Road

125 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714
(516) 935-7100

Licensed Master Plumber
Serving the community
since 1990
All Plumbing Repairs
All Bathroom Leaks
Special discount for all
veterans and
military families

516-796-2100

Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 938-4311
“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH
OF MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT
For Catholic Health Services doctors and
hospitals near you call 855-CHS-4500

Please Patronize Our Advertisers

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR.
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

798-8943

#172 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

And
Holidays

((516)
516) 8826-1010
26-1010

6622 Carleton
Carleton Avenue
A
Avvenue
E
ast IIslip,
slip, NY
NY 111730
1730
East

