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The Third Sunday of the Season of Advent
December 16, 2018
Great is the Holy One of Israel!
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MISSION STATEMENT
With faith, hope, and love the people of
St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to
bring the gospel of Jesus
to the Levittown Community and beyond.
Spiritual Life
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E mail Father Ralph: shepherd@StBernardChurch.org

Christmas Peace
One perennial wish at

D

hope the wars and violence
that plague so much of the
to remember that the old

there be peace on earth
So while we might be
helpless to stop the
troubles a half a world
away, we can easily
address the issues of peace
in our own families,
schools, neighborhoods
and parish.
And then there is the issue
of peace in our hearts. One
way to attain personal
peace is to celebrate the
sacrament of peace -- that
is, Reconciliation. Even if
priests of our parish are
ready and willing to offer
you the peace, freedom,
healing and forgiveness
that God wants you to
have. Tomorrow is
and the Sacrament will be
celebrated from 3pm to
8pm in the church.

B
children or how to do our jobs. So John the Baptist must have been some

the same question.

H
threaten people. (Kind of obvious, no?)

B
cloaks should share with the person who has none. And whoever has food
should do likewise." But is that any more challenging than what he says to
tax collectors? When we see his obvious answer to the soldiers and tax
-what-you to be just as obvious to us?

I
There seems to be no urgency to give away what we have to others in need.

Yet being members of the church keeps us alert to the needs of others.
Throughout the community of Levittown we see many people doing acts of
kindness and sharing -- food drives, fund raisers, toy drives, gifts for
families in need, etc. Maybe they see their participation in these things as
they are disciples of Jesus and do these things just because they are good
people. As members of the church family, we see our generosity as part of
our deliberate mission to bring the gospel to others in Levittown and
beyond. John the Baptist gets us thinking about how whole hearted our
belonging is and our service is.

parish news

gifts of treasure

sunday collections

parish calendar

-

parish calendar

-

(Subject to change)

sacraments

mass intentions

baptisms
We welcome into the parish the following new member:

Lauren Nicole Scharff
Congratulations to the happy parents.
-

banns of marriage
First Time
Corey Cross-Hansen, United Methodist, Farmingdale
Brittany Marie Stallone, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown

pray for the sick of our parish
-

-

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.
Thank you for cooperating and God bless all.
Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List

-

-

pray for our beloved deceased
and those who mourn for them
Helen Acevedo Gloria Benson
Frank Carbonell Kathleen Duggan
Lydia Timmerman

-

Caregiver
Support Group
meetings are held on the 2 and 4 TUESDAY of
the month from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon in St.
Bernard's Parish Center. This program is designed
to help each other cope with the challenging
situation of dealing with someone with dementia.
For more information, please call Sister Maureen
Ashe, at 646-241-8497.
nd

th

Friday, December 21 Deadline for
2019 National Education Contest
open to Catholic and non-Catholic
students. Choose one of the

waymap@aol.com
for divisions by grade and categories of entry.
SAVE THESE DATES:
Saturday, January 12, 2019 - Anniversary
Luncheon at Venere Restaurant. Cost is $30 per
person. Interested?
Please remit your check to Terri Blakeney, 149
Carol Avenue, East Meadow, NY 11554 by
December 31.
Monday, March 18

March for Life

Scholarships Are Available at the Court,
County, State and National levels. Deadlines for
applications vary. Contact Pam Wells at
waymap@aol.com for rules and application
forms.
CDA always welcomes new members.
For information, please contact
Kathy Scarallo at 516-796-6208 and/or
Susan Maher at 516-633-8960.

www.cffor.org
"It is good to be children sometimes, and never better than at
Christmas when its mighty Founder was a child Himself."
Charles Dickens
The Twelve Rules of Christmas - Part 2
Compiled by attorneys for The Rutherford Institute
7. Public school students may not be prohibited from
distributing literature to fellow students concerning the
Christmas holiday or invitations to church Christmas events
on the same terms that they would be allowed to distribute
other literature that is not related to schoolwork.
8. Private citizens or groups may display a crèche or other Christmas
symbols in public parks subject to the same reasonable time, place,
and manner restrictions that would apply to other similar displays.
9. Government entities may erect and maintain celebrations
of the Christmas holiday, such as Christmas trees, lights and
a creche, at least so long as the purpose is placed in context
with other symbols of the Holiday season through their
traditional symbols.
10. Employees may decorate their offices for Christmas, play
Christmas music, and wear clothing related to Christmas, so long as
these activities are not used to intimidate others.
11. Employees whose sincerely held religious beliefs require
that they not work on Christmas must be reasonably
accommodated by their employers.
12. Government recognition of Christmas as a public holiday and
granting government employees a paid holiday for Christmas does
not violate the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment.

~Benjamin Franklin
Take Action! Let your December explode with joy as you
anticipate the Birth of the Christ Child with a manger on
your lawn, Christmas lights on your bushes, a glowing tree
in your window, a magnet on your car, a pin on your coat,
a donation to the local soup kitchen, a gift under your
for all.

st. bernard's center for religious education
-

-

Level 6 - Christmas raffle: Thanks to Laura Cardinale, level 6
coordinator and her elves, over 80 gifts were raffled off to our level 6
students last Monday. The gifts were donated by Laura and Mrs.
Marie Thompson. Students who bought raffle tickets were delighted
when their names were called to choose a present. After the
drawings, Mrs. Martin played the piano as all sang Christmas carols.
Over $200.00 was happily given to our Parish Social Ministry Office

Here is a picture of the Jesse Tree in
our church after our children
placed their ornaments on the tree
during the prayer service. Figures
of Adam and Eve, Noah, Joseph,
Abraham, David, Moses, Mary,
St. Joseph, Angels were
represented by our students in
levels 3, 4, 5.

Christmas Music CDs
Performed by our very own

Mary Jane Witte
Are available in the Rectory
for $5.00

Sunday, December 16 Gaudete! Rejoice!
Zep. 3:16-17

God is rejoicing over us

God, but we never stop to

in divine love. So what does that mean? Just as we rejoice over our own children no matter
what they may do to hurt themselves or others, God rejoices over us and offers us renewal
and joy if we take God up on the offer. Too often we get discouraged with ourselves and
others; too often we forget that God is waiting to save us from discouragement and fill us
with the JOY that can move us beyond discouragement and fear. Real joy is not necessarily
-seated sense that, in the midst of what seems to be evi-

For Prayer and Reflection: What is discouraging you right now? Ask God for the joy of
comfort and renewal. Do you believe that God can do this?

Monday, December 17

God writes straight with crooked lines
Mt. 1:3

boring and skippable family tree of Jesus. It goes through 47 names; some of which we

Advent Daily Reflections
Third Week of Advent

always match what we do know. Many churches just skip this reading when it comes
around because, well, who really cares. But a closer look at it reveals a hidden message
and holy people. We have a guy who tricked his father and cheated his brother, a prostitute
who deceived her father-in-law, a king who had a man killed so he could marry the dead
God brought the savior of the world. When lines or people are bent crooked, God can always bring good out of it; there is nothing that God cannot redeem. Even you!

Tuesday, December 18 Trust in the face of fear
Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the
Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. Mt. 1:20
ing that you are not the father. The disappointment, the rage, the fear of what everyone will
to create a scene; he wanted to call off the engagement quietly. Perhaps it was his great love
for Mary that allowed him to be open to the message from God that asked him to take courage, to not fear the consequences, and to welcome Mary as his wife because God was at
work in this seemingly tangled situation. What trust that must have taken! What ridicule he

- maybe
now? Were/Are you able to trust that God is somehow at work, even there?

Wednesday, December 19
Jgs 13:3

from the Old Testament and one from the New. Both of these stories end happily, with the conception and birth of a child in
aro
quite so well in the second instance, where the news is revealed to Zechariah that his wife Elizabeth will conceive, and he
d
ess
achers, the one who baptized him.

For Prayer and Reflection: Do you ever let fear or past experience keep you from trusting that God can give you what you

Thursday, December 20
"

Lk. 1:29

she was imagining the whole thing. But no, she must have known

Friday, December 21

if not fully understood

that God was indeed real and

God the Lover

Is there any more wonderful experience than being in love? It changes the whole world for the lovers. The God who IS love
knows this better than anyone. Who can forget that wonderful line from the song in the play Les Miserables
hat
brings you face to face with God? The Song of Songs, an ode to human love, was included to tell us that human love, with all
e may
f
for us.

For Prayer and Reflection: We sometimes forget that God delights in us with the fascination of a lover. How can your human experiences of true love teach you something about how God loves you?

Saturday, December 22 God is turning the world around
Lk. 1:52
How often have we wished that the lowly could be lifted up, the hungry could be satisfied, the humble could be strengthened,
and those in need of mercy would be shown mercy? Well this is what Mary was convinced had happened when she realized
God was turning the world on its end. Hymnof the day you bring/Let the fires of your justice burn/Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near/And the world is about to
turn. (OneLicense.net A708486) This is what God is doing in Jesus, turning the world around. It started at his birth, it continues until he comes again.

For Prayer and Reflection: Do you believe God is in process of turning the world around? Your world? How will you trust
God to do this, and how will you help?

adult faith formation
An informal study and
discussion group on
topics of life and faith

during the readings at Mass?
Or do you wonder
what they have to do with anything
happening in your life now?

-

5 SATURDAYS STARTING JAN. 5 IN THE SCHOOL
2 choices of times:
9:00-10:15 am
-

-

OR 11:00 am -12:15 pm
-

-

-

to Belong

Spirituality
for the
Golden Years

Going to church but not baptized?
Baptized, going to a Catholic church,
but not Catholic?
Baptized Catholic, going to church,
but not confirmed in the faith?

Join the journey to adult faith!
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________
Best time to call: _______________________________________________
Place form in collection basket, or contact Diane Vella:
516-731-4220 ext. 143 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org

Girls Registration Is Still
Open
For February/
March/April
Season
Leagues available:

Novice Division
Junior Division

3rd grade

4th and 5th grade

Intermediate Division
Senior Division

6th and 7th grade

8th and 9th and 10th grade

We also have limited openings for 2nd grade
clinic - co-ed
Register online at www.stbernardcyo.org
Please email info@stbernardcyo.org with any
questions.
Csciotto74@yahoo.com

Readings for
December 16, 2018 December 23, 2018

the ride home

This feature is for families to share their thoughts
as they travel to and from Church.

3rd Sunday of Advent
December 16, 2018
Adults: To whom have your past acts of kindness
brought joy? What acts of kindness could you do this
week?
Children: What kind thing have you done for someone
lately? Whom could you make happy by your kindness
this week?

Sunday, December 16. Third Sunday Of Advent.
Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7;
Luke 3:10-18.
Monday, December 17. Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalm
72:1-4, 7-8, 17; Matthew 1:1-17.
Tuesday, December 18. Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72:12, 12-13, 18-19; Matthew 1:18-25.
Wednesday, December 19. Judges13:2-7, 24-25;
Psalm 71:3-6, 16-17; Luke 1:5-25.
Thursday December 20. Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-6;
Luke 1:26-38.
Friday, December 21. Song of Songs 2:8-14; Psalm
33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:39-45.
Saturday, December 22. 1 Samuel 1:24-28;
(Ps) 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-8; Luke 1:46-56.
Sunday, December 23. Fourth Sunday of Advent.
Micah 5:1-4; Hebrews 10:5-10; Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18
-19; Luke 1:39-45.
Daily readings can be found online at:
www.usccb.org/bible/readings

parish social ministry
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P., 731-6074

Thanks to everyone who has
taken a tag from our Giving
Tree and has purchased a gift
for one of our neighbors. We
are most grateful for your kind
generosity!

Jenna Summer is the recipient of the
Division Avenue Pioneer Scholarship! Jenna has been very
involved in parish life (altar server, lector, Charitable
very proud of her for this great honor! Jenna also
in the City in 2017. Congratulations to Jenna and her
family!

Gifts/gift cards may be dropped off at our office, this
coming week, Monday-Friday, between 10 a.m.
and 2p.m..
Gift cards may be deposited in the collection baskets
at the Sunday masses this weekend. They will find
their way to us!
Gifts should not be placed in the food bin at the front
doors of church. Chances are that they will not find
their way to our office.
In the event that you were not able to get a tag from
the tree, we will be happy to accept supermarket,
Target or Walmart gift cards.
Please return all gifts no later than today, Sunday,
December 16th(or Monday, the 17th the latest) so
we have enough time to sort and distribute the gifts
on Saturday, December 22nd. Thank you again!

The Levittown Soccer Club recently had its annual
bowling party, and the participants brought a huge
amount of food to our pantry. We are grateful to these
young people, the adults who work with them, and
especially to Kirsten Kenny who made sure the food got
to our pantry. Thanks again!
Thanks to Laura Cardinale and the students of Level 6
who donated the proceeds of their recent raffle to Parish
Social Ministry.
Thanks to the staff of the Winthrop University
Hospital Sleep Lab for their King Kullen gift cards.
Thanks to the Shawl Ministry for their Christmas
donation.

community bulletin board
St. Aidan Parish, 510 Willis Ave., Williston Park, NY,
11596. Our Monthly gathering for singles; discussion
and socialization. This Gathering will feature a guest
musical performance. Ages 35+;$5.00 donation snacks, pizza and beverages will be served. Contact:
Ray (516) 561-6994 or spiritualityforsingles@gmail.com

-

Christmas Holiday Gift Wrapping
At the Broadway Mall in Hicksville
December 13th to December 24th
From 10:00am to 10:00pm (Christmas eve til 4:00 pm)
A large selection of gift paper
Decorative gift bags, ribbons & bows.
Prices range from $2 to $5 according to size of package
and options chosen. Oversize priced accordingly.
Any question or additional information call Pat at 6816690 or Ann at 390-0200

St. James Church in Seaford is seeking a Part-time
Custodian. This position is Saturday, Sunday, Monday
and reports to the Facility Manager. Possible availability
during Holidays. Duties: Cleaning of Church, Parish Center and Rectory; Maintenance of Parish grounds; Minor
repairs in and around Parish; Re-stock supplies. Position Requirements: Knowledge of general maintenance
procedures; Ability to trouble-shoot and resolve maintenance problems; Ability to lift up to 50 pounds; Must be able
to work independently. Please email your cover letter and resume to Tom Galvin @ galvinu@aol.com and indicate
Part-time Custodian in the subject line.
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All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER

Highly Recommended By His Customers
TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com
Serving the Parish Area

516-454-6557

ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small
Insured

631-724-3242

www.watermillcaterers.com
atermillcaterers.com • Smithtown,NY

Comforting Families Since 1924
LEVITTOWN
2786 Hempstead Tpk.
(516) 796-0400

HICKSVILLE
47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 931-0262

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com
RAYMOND NARDO
AL FAZZIOLA, Independent Insurance Agent
ATTORNEY AT LAW

129 Third St., Mineola, NY 11501 •Medicare Advantage & Supplement Plans•Part D (Rx Drug Plans)
Are you Selling Your Home?
•Special Needs Plans
Do You Need a Will?

516-248-2121

P. 516-735-7375

F. 516-453-6792

Beth Dalton-Costello

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514
Lic/Ins

alfazziola@gmail.com

George Holub, Computer Surgeon

Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

The Computer Surgeons

“We Make Your Computer Healthy Again”

PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600
Fax (631) 242-8084
www.thecomputersurgeons.com

DIVISION
CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections

731-8900

40 Division Ave.
Levittown

Mary Ann Nuzzi, C.P.A.
INCOME TAXES
• Available Year-Round

516-731-4635

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL
HOMES, INC.
655 Old Country Road

125 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714
(516) 935-7100

Licensed Master Plumber
Serving the community
since 1990
All Plumbing Repairs
All Bathroom Leaks
Special discount for all
veterans and
military families

Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 938-4311
“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH
OF MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT
For Catholic Health Services doctors and
hospitals near you call 855-CHS-4500

516-796-2100

P le ase P atroni ze Our Adve rt i se rs

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR.
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

798-8943
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Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

