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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2017
Let the earth be opened and bring forth a Savior.
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MISSION STATEMENT
With faith, hope, and love the people of
St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to
bring the gospel of Jesus
to the Levittown Community and beyond.

PASTORAL TEAM
Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor
Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 130
Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 128
Father Innocent Duru, Chaplain In Residence
onyeduru@yahoo.com
Deacon John Blakeney
DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Deacon James Flannery
Aquinas69@gmail.com
516-731-4220
Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays.
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,
Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry
PSM@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-6074
Pat McDonough, Director of Youth & Young Adults
pat@stbernardchurch.org
Ext. 144
Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 142
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate
DVella@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 143
Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan
Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager
facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
ext. 120
Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance
Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 126
CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org
website: www.stbernardcyo.org

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith,
Hope, and Love at St. Bernard’s? Sign-up and get to know
us at one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and
Welcome evenings! For information, call the parish office
at 516-731-4220, or download a form from our website
www.stbernardchurch.org. Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on
the bottom of the home page form. If you move away,
please notify us as well.

Spiritual Life

Schedule of Masses:
Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,
12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass)
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org
Confessions:
Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm. Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and
Benediction:
Monday: Check schedule on page 4.
Morning Prayer:
Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are
available.
Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our
Christian community! Baptisms are held on select Sundays at
1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before
an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born –
to ensure enough time to complete the baptism
preparation process. Our three-step preparation process
includes: 1) at-home reading and preparation by the parents;
2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff;
and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning
gathering, which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am
“Family-friendly” Mass.
Please call 731-4220 or e-mail
parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information
and preparation packet.
Marriages: Church arrangements should be made at least
6 months before the marriage and before making any
contracts with restaurants or caterers. Please call the
Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest, 731-4220.
Ministry to the Sick and Aging: If you are, or know of
someone who is homebound and would like to receive Holy
Communion, please call the rectory at 731-4220.
St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218
Usher Coordinator: John Lyons (516) 390-5150 or
Jlyons8234@gmail.com

Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation!
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Merry Christmas!
E– mail Father Ralph: shepherd@StBernardChurch.org

Our Web Site
With all that you’ll be doing
in the next hours, I’m sure
looking through our parish
website
(www.StBernardChurch.org) is
not in your plans.
Nevertheless, when you have
a relaxing moment, I
encourage you to discover all
that our site has to offer.
Besides a listing of upcoming
events, you can see our home
-made videos, go to our
online store to purchase
BernardWear (especially if
Santa forgot to bring you
some), subscribe to our free
weekly blog, find out about
our ministries (including our
new Young Adult Group for
people who have just finished
college), and sign up for
electronic giving, which more
and more people are finding
to be a convenient way to
support our church’s work.
You can read the daily
readings from the bible, and
see photo galleries. We’re
also on Facebook and
Instagram so look for us and
connect with us there and
you can read a weekly
column in the Levittown
Tribune -- either with a print
subscription or at their
website.

As we celebrate Christmas 2017, we are on the cusp of our 70th anniversary
as a parish. We are making some big plans for the months ahead to celebrate
the good things we have done for God over these decades, to continue to do
those good works and build community, and to begin a major “makeover” of
the parish campus.

By now you’ve probably heard of our plans to take down the leaking church
tower, to place a traditional steeple on the church, to build a large lobby
where people can gather before and after Masses, funerals, weddings, etc. and
to completely renovate our parking lot, making things safer for all.

So in order to get things started, we’ll be beginning our “Let’s Build!”
campaign early in the new year and we’ve set a goal of $1.75 million to
accomplish all this. If we can go over goal, we can do some other things such
as dealing with our aging rectory and Clairvaux House and consolidate our
offices in the existing large convent building. Time will tell, as will a
successful campaign. And I’m happy to say that even though we haven’t
started a formal campaign yet, we already have over $200,000 in pledges,
which is a good sign of where we’re going.

We’re also concerned about another Levittown: the one in Puerto Rico
which is still trying to get back to normal after the devastating hurricane. I’ve
been in contact with the two parishes there and they’re compiling a “wish
list” which we hope to help them with. When you come to church on the
Feast of Epiphany (January 7th) we’ll again have our “giving tree” set up
with opportunities to help our brothers and sisters in need.

In the meantime, I want to thank everyone who helped our own local
families in need this Christmas. Our parish continues to be generous in so
many ways and I’m most grateful.

In the year ahead I continue to have two ongoing concerns: helping people
break the deadly addictions that have killed 21 people (16 of whom were
parents) since Father Joe and I came to this parish, and encouraging people
to make worshipping God together in church each weekend an integral part
of their personal and family life. Let’s help those in the grip of addiction and
let’s pray together as we celebrate our anniversary ahead.
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A.

Special Christmas Section

The Journey of Faith...
The stories of the ﬁrst Christmas are about how
people came to believe in Jesus as the Savior.
(Read Father Ralph’s recent columns in the
Levittown Tribune for an in depth look at these
gospel stories: http://levittown-tribune.com )
So it’s ﬁtting that we look at our modern way to
journey to Jesus....

The Journey begins with baptism
For information about baptizing babies at St. Bernard’s, go to:
www.stbernardchurch.org/Baptism-of-Children

But baptism isn’t just for infants. Each year
adults and older children are baptized,
conﬁrmed and receive Eucharist.
For more info about the process that leads to
baptism for older persons, contact Diane Vella at
dvella@stbernardchurch.org

We are fed
with the
Eucharist

Q. When does religious formation start for
children?
A. From the time they are born and start to
learn! Their parents are the ﬁrst teachers
of the faith. Children come to church
“Just like a plant needs the sun and
each week with their parents. Then, when
nourishment to live, every
they enter ﬁrst grade, the parish has a
Christian needs the Sunday
wonderful program (GIFT: Growing In
Eucharist to truly live.
Faith Together) to help parents teach
What kind of Sunday is it for
their child in a more formal way. (Spring
a Christian if an
registration for next year’s 1st graders.)
encounter with the Lord is
After the ﬁrst level, taught by their
missing?”
parents, children are enrolled in a weekly
-- Pope Francis
class program. For more information: www.stbernardchurch.org/Religious-Education

Special Christmas Section

B

Consider sharing your time and faith in our
religious education program for children
which includes weekly classes, classes for
children with special needs and such things
as:
• Bible night
• Reconciliation retreat
Bible Night!
• Communion retreat
• Conﬁrmation retreat
• Parent nights
• Church visits
• Prayer time
• Weekly videos
featuring our kids
(view them at: www.
sses
a
Retreat
l
C
y
l
k
e
e
W
stbernardchurch.org/
Videos )
Christmas is really about coming to know Jesus

Hands on
Lessons

Not just for children...
We have lots through the year
for adults. Watch for these
upcoming opportunities:
• Awakening Faith
(Winter edition)
• Winter Bible Study
Dates announced online and in
the bulletin.

throughout our lives, not just on December 25.

Mass every Sunday

Parents of High Schoolers...
Have you met Pat McDonough, our new director
of Youth and Young Adult Ministry and brought
your high schooler to one of our Sunday night
youth meetings in the parish center after the 5:30
Mass? Try it in January of 2018.

C.

Special Christmas Section

Remember this scene from the movie, “The Princess Bride?”
You’ll be happy to know that a modern yet traditional
wedding at St. Bernard’s is nothing like that!

Mawwage...Is no laughing matter
If... you’re planning on getting married, visit with
one of our priests or deacons to see what getting married
at St. Bernard’s is all about these days. Be sure to set your
date with the church before booking a reception place so
you’re sure the church is available for you and your
family. The new rites oﬀer some new choices in celebrating your church wedding.

If... you’re already married but your marriage was never
blessed by the church, we do that too. It’s called a
“convalidation” and it can be as simple or as fancy as you’d
like. In fact this past year we did more convalidations than
weddings. So we’ll help you to celebrate your existing
marriage with the church sacrament you never had. Talk to
one of our staﬀ members for more information.

If... you had a prior marriage either in the church or outside of the church and you’d like
your current marriage blessed or are planning on marrying again in the future, 2018 is one
of the best years to do this. Find out why by talking with one of the priests or deacons.

If... your marriage is experiencing some distress,
mis-communication, hurt or other struggles, and if
you want to re-discover a way to live a loving
marriage, consider a Retrouvaille Weekend.

www.retrouvaille.org
( In fact, Father Ralph is the priest on the upcoming
January 19-21st weekend. Talk with him if you have questions about this program.)
Your marriage is worth it! Makes a great after-Christmas gift!

Special Christmas Section
Christmas Gifts...
By next Christmas we should be well on our way to providing
the Christmas gift of a renovated parish
campus!
Leaking tower? Gone! New steeple!
Large lobby, renovated parking
lot, etc.
But ﬁrst we have to raise the
funds so watch your mail in
early 2018.

Note: Steeple and lobby pictures are
concept graphics.. Ours may vary.

Many thanks...
More people signed up for Faith Direct this year, our online
electronic giving program found on our web page or directly:
https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY272
With the easy online giving as well as the other generous
donations made each week through old-fashioned but reliable
envelope and collection-basket contributions, we were able to pay
all our bills. If you haven’t yet considered using Faith Direct,
please at least look at the site as 2018 rolls around and see how
easy it is to use (plus you can get miles or
points on your credit card!).
Thanks too to everyone who contributed to the Catholic
Ministries Appeal. We contributed over our goal so the Diocese
rebated $25,144.56 to our parish. That also helped us throughout
the ﬁscal year without having a deﬁcit.
Levittown generosity continues. Early in the year parishioners
contributed enough money (over $15,000) to build a water well
in Nigeria, This year we are
collecting to repair parishes in
Levittown, Puerto Rico. The
Levittown School District is
also collecting to support the
schools in our sister town.

D

Six Days Left
Please consider an end-of the-year
tax deductible gift. And if you are
someone 70 ½ years of age or older
who must take a Required
Minimum Distribution each year
from their IRA, you can save taxes
by making a direct charitable
contribution of all or part of your
RMD. The amount of the
contribution is excluded from
income and is not taken as a
charity deduction on Schedule A.
This is especially beneficial to
those who do not itemize, but
rather take the standard deduction,
since contributions are not
deducted when the standard
deduction is used. The amount of
the RMD contributed to charity is
not included in income and not
taxed. The distribution must be
made directly to the charity by the
trustee of the IRA. The income
reduction is allowed only to the
extent that the distribution would
otherwise be included as income.
Notify the trustee of your intentions. Do not take the distribution
yourself. In some situations this
may also be beneficial to those who
itemize, since it reduces gross
income. It may increase your
medical deduction and/or reduce
the amount of Social Security
subject to tax. Consult your tax
advisor to see if this will be
beneficial to you.
That other thing
If “death & taxes” are the only sure
things in life, have you considered
supporting the work of the church
even after you’re gone by putting
St. Bernard’s in your will?

Gifts of treasure

Parish News

Sunday collections

Christmas Season Masses

December 17, 2017
December 18, 2016
$ 14,388.10
$ 12,395.05
568 envelopes
497 envelopes
Faith Direct
$ 2,656.50
$ 2,357.95
Total Collection
$ 17,044.60
$ 14,753.00

Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24th
4:00 pm Church
4:15 pm Family Mass in School Auditorium
6:30 pm “Gentle Christmas” Mass in Church
12 Midnight Mass in Church ( Carols begin at
11:30 pm)
Christmas Day
Monday, December 25
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12 Noon

There is no evening Mass

Have you enrolled yet?
www.faithdirect.net Code = NY272

Feast of the Holy Family
Weekend of December 30/31st

the Gifts of bread and wine

Saturday, 5pm, Sunday, 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am,
12 Noon, 5:30pm.

for the weekend of December 23rd and December 24th
have been requested in loving memory of

Feast of Mary, the Mother of God
st

Donald J. Gancio

New Year’s Day, Monday January 1 ,
9am & 12Noon

by
his loving family

Catholic Daughters News

Parish calendar

CDA welcomes the community to our
Anniversary Luncheon being held on
Saturday, January 13, 2018 at noon at
Venere’s Restaurant, 841 Carmen Avenue,
Westbury 11590. Cost is $30 per person.
Please RSVP by January 5th to Debbie
Stellakis at dstellakis@aol.com. Checks should be made
payable to Catholic Daughters Court #1690 and mailed to
or dropped off at the church rectory.

Monday,
Tuesday,
10:00 am
6:15 pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Wednesday,
2:00 pm
8:00 pm
Thursday,
9:30 am
1:45 pm
Friday,
7:15 pm
Saturday,
11:00 am
Sunday,
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
8:00 pm

Friday, January 19 is the 2018 March for Life in
Washington, D. C. For information on this day of prayer for
the legal protection of unborn children, contact CDA
Regent, Jean Leviton at jleviton@crcins.com.
Save the Date: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 is the annual
Soup and Bread Dinner. Details to follow.
Catholic Daughters always welcomes new members. For
information, please contact Rosemary Brunoforte at 516796-0021.
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(Subject to change)

December 25, Christmas
December 26
Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center
Children’s Choir, Parish Center
Boy Scouts Troop 316, Cafeteria
Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room
Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206
AA Meeting, School Room 207
Adult Choir Rehearsal, Church
December 27
Zumba Gold, Parish Center
Bread of Life Prayer Group, Parish Center
December 28
Shawl Ministry, Parish Center
St. Vincent De Paul, Clairvaux House
December 29
Most Holy Trinity Prayer Group, offsite
December 30
Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria
December 31
Youth Choir Practice, Church
Youth Ministry Meeting, YM Room (School)
AA Meeting, Cafeteria

mass intentions

Pray for the sick of our parish

This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions.
Saturday,
December 23
5:00 pm
John Giordano
Sunday,
December 24, Christmas Eve
7:30 am
Thanksgiving to the Blessed Virgin Mother
9:00 am
Cynthia Simpson
10:30 am
Matthew Ruiz,
FOR ALL PARISHONERS,
Together We Can Make It,
Joseph Munnelly,
John Thomann
12 Noon
George and Margarita Magaña-Babich
4:00 pm
See Christmas Mass schedule on
4:15 pm
page 4
6:30 pm
12 Midnight
Monday,
December 25

Lydia Benin
Johnny Liriano

Wednesday,
8:00 am
Thursday
8:00 am
Friday,
8:00 am
Saturday,
8:00 am

5:00 pm
Sunday,
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am

12 Noon
5:30 pm

Mathew Fetzner
Evelyn O'Brien

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.
Thank you for cooperating and God bless all.

Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List
Baby Mason Francis Combs
Susan Arena
Brian Austin
Arlene Barsch
Irene Boyce
Lois Byrne
Jean Caprera
Rosemary Clark
Ed Costello
Monica DeLaRosa
Sr. Juliana Deptuch
Debra Dowdell
Margaret Dowdell
Gerry Finlan
Jim Finlan
Linda Fitz
Kathleen Flaherty
Rich Fuleki
Muriel Gallagher
Teresita Gallego
Michael Giampetruzzi Regina Gorman
Colleen Grasing
John Guiffre
Mike Hach
Patricia Hafner
Carolyn Hakim
Cynthia Hansen
Donna Hare
John Hartofil
Vicki Jacona
Ann Johnson
Steve Jugan
Jerome W. Kalkhof
Anne Kalman
Claudia Kwasnik
Katherine Anne Kwestel
Violet Kwestel
Tia Mabanta
Jaime Macias
Andrew Mahoney
Lucy Marconi
Gene McDonagh
William McDonagh
Teresa McDonald
Dr. John McLaughlin
Mary McLean
Mary Messina
Irmgard Montanino
Kerri Orlando
Johnny Perdue
Rosina Perri
Catherine Pipinou
Dolores Pizzo
Joan Rampolla
Fred Rappa
Laureen Quinn-Sturge
Deanne Reilly
John Rotondo, Jr.
John Rotondo, Sr.
Flore Rowe
Federico Rueda
Eve Saint
Thomas Saint
Terry Sherwood
Danielle Stallone
Frances Stallone
Norma Steiger
Louis Steinberg
David Testa
Rosalie Travers
Joan Virostko
Theresa Votta
Brendan Wagner
Richard Yankowski

See Christmas Mass schedule on page 4

Tuesday,
8:00 am

Mary Ann Dima
Jaime Macias

December 26
Living & deceased members of the Martin
and Salvatierra Families
December 27
Stella Borosky
December 28
Living &deceased members of Holy
Innocents Council
December 29
Thomas Hogan
December 30
Frank Phillips,
Nanette Linsalata,
Rocco Verderosa,
Joseph D'Pasquale
Brendan Devine
December 31,
Patricia Cane
Stella Jensen
Stacy Laudano,
Carmine Scampoli,
Genie Blake,
John Cammarata II
FOR ALL PARISHONERS
Patricia Rosalia

Help Us Keep the Sick List Up-to-date
When your loved one’s health improves, please call the rectory at
516-731-4220 to let us know so their name can be removed
from the sick list. It is important that the list remain current.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Pray for our beloved deceased
and those who mourn for them
Catherine Clemente
Charles D. Giudice
Philip Hannon
Alice Tsang
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Adult faith formation

The Catholic Faith and the Common Good:
TAX REFORM

This is the latest in our series of articles to keep parishioners informed about what the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops is saying about the current issues affecting the common good.
More information is available at
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/economic-justice-economy/index.cfm

Advance Final Tax Reform Bill Only if it Meets Key Moral Concerns,
Says USCCB Chairman
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 6, 2017— As Congress prepares to reconcile the House of Representatives and Senate tax reform bills, Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Venice, Florida, chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops' Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development, insisted that "Congress should
advance a final tax reform bill only if it meets the key moral concerns . . ."
"According to Congress' own nonpartisan analysis, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act bills recently passed by
the House and the Senate raise taxes on the poor and cut taxes on the rich, violating basic principles of justice,"
wrote Bishop Dewane. "Congress has proposed a web of wide-ranging and complex changes to the tax code,
yet is approaching the process at a pace that makes it difficult even for experts in the impacted areas to analyze
effects."
According to the nonpartisan Joint Committee on Taxation, the Senate and House bills eventually increase taxes on taxpayers in the lowest brackets, while at the same time maintaining tax cuts for higher earners, including the very wealthy. Bishop Dewane expressed support for positive proposals contained in both the
House and Senate bill, such as doubling the Standard Deduction, expansion of 529 savings plans, increases for
deductions for educator expenses, and the idea of expanding the child tax credit, though he urged a robust expansion that includes the refundable portions of the credit.
However, the Bishop highlighted serious problems that remain in one or both of the proposed bills: elimination of personal exemptions, repeal of the Affordable Care Act's individual insurance mandate apart from
broader health care reform, and failure to include changes that will protect against a steep drop in charitable giving, among others.
"Policy that is good for workers, families who welcome life, families who are struggling to reach (or stay
in) the middle class, and the very poor, has by design been a part of our tax code for years," noted Bishop Dewane. "Any modifications to these important priorities of our nation should only be made with a clear understanding and concern for the people who may least be able to bear the negative consequences of new policy."
The full letter can be found at: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/federal-budget/
upload/Tax-Conference-Letter-Congress-2017-12-06.pdf

Maybe it’s Time To Belong
Join the journey to adult faith!
Going to church but not baptized?
Baptized, going to a Catholic church,

but not Catholic?
Baptized Catholic, going to church,
but not confirmed in the faith?

Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________________________________
Best time to call: ___________________________________________________________

Parish calendar

(Subject to change)

Place form in collection basket, or contact Diane Vella:
516-731-4220 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org

Parish calendar
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(Subject to change)

Adult faith formation
Informal study and
discussion group for
20s-40s year-olds,
5 Saturdays, 9:00-10:15 a.m., School
Jan. 6, 20, 27, Mar. 3, 10

Is the Bible
true?
Come find out!
1-Session Introduction to Reading the Bible*
Be smart about the Bible—learn how the Catholic
Church makes sense of it in this one-session introduction. (Really important to attend if you want to
continue with Bible study, below).

(while children’s classes are taking place)

Topic for this series:

Is the Bible True?

Thurs. Jan. 11, 7:30-9 p.m. or Fri. Jan. 12,
10-11:30 a.m., Parish Center

No questions off base.
No registration necessary,
just come, and bring a friend!
Try it once; no obligation to return

Winter Bible Study: The Gospel of Matthew II
5 sessions starts Thurs. eve. Jan. 18, 7:30 p.m.
or Fri. morn. Jan. 19, 10 a.m., Parish Center
*Please sign up for intro session!
For info & registration contact Diane Vella, M.A.,
516-731-4220 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org

Contact: Diane Vella, 516-731-4220 or
dvella@stbernardchurch.org

Friday Night Spirituality and Spirits
Books + Wine + Food + Faith + Community
Our next Friday night Spirituality and Spirits book is New York
Times Bestseller The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything,
by Father James Martin, SJ. It’s an in-depth, witty, and very
readable account of the Jesuit spirituality of St. Ignatius of
Loyola, aimed at both believers and seekers. It’s subtitled “A
Spirituality for Real Life,” and that it is!
SAMPLE CHAPTERS: Spiritual? Religious? None? Both?, Finding
God, Prayer, Living the Simple Life, Friendship, Acceptance,
Decision-Making, Discovering Who God Meant You to Be
6 Monthly Friday Evenings, 7:30-9:00 p.m., Parish Center
Jan.19, Feb.16, Mar.16, Apr.13, May 18, June 15
The book is available from any online bookseller in print or Kindle format,
and may be available at some bookstores. If you would like the parish to
order you a copy, please let us know by January 1;
the cost is $12 in advance.
To register for the program and/or order a book, please contact:
Diane Vella, 516-731-4220, ext. 143 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org
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Christmas 2017

Diocese of Rockville Centre
Office of the Bishop

To the People of God of the Diocese of Rockville Centre:
Merry Christmas to you and your families! As we celebrate the Prince of Peace's entrance into world history,
we give thanks to Father, Son and Holy Spirit for the Mission of Mercy of our Holy Catholic Church.
We give thanks for our families, our domestic churches, which transform the world and history with Christ's
Love and the Church's missionary spirit.
This past month we dedicated the Gianna Center of Long Island for Women's Health and Fertility, which in
its mission unites the Splendor of Truth of Catholic Moral Teaching on Marriage and the Family with ethical
reproductive science through the use of NaPro Technology and the Creighton Model Fertility Care System.
This was an important moment for the Catholic Church and Catholic Health Services in its service to the
common good of Long Island.
The dedication of the Gianna Center gives a living expression of celebration to some important 2018 Church
anniversaries.
On July 28, 2018, we will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Blessed Pope Paul VI's 1968 encyclical Humanae
Vitae. Blessed Paul VI was prophetic as he courageously taught that all marital intimacy celebrates both the
love-giving and life-giving dimensions of married love that cannot be separated.
The Holy Father predicted accurately the dire consequences for society of separating the love-giving and lifegiving dimensions of married love. He was widely criticized, even ridiculed at the time, but as we know from
the Old Testament that is exactly what happens to prophets who stand up for liberating truths.
Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman Once said: "The Catholic Church is not behind the times. It is beyond
the times." And as the renowned particle physicist Professor Stephen Barr emphasizes, in the history of the
world, the Catholic Church is the greatest friend and supporter of ethical scientific development. The Gianna
Center is an expression of this friendship, support and partnership in history.

Post Office Box 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571-9023 • phone 516.678.5800 • fax 516.678.3138 • bishopsoffice@drvc.org
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Diocese of Rockville Centre
Office of the Bishop

On August 4, 2018, we will also celebrate the 25th Anniversary of St. John Paul II's great encyclical The
Splendor Of Truth, which shows that moral choices and decisions that are grounded in objective truth transform
and illumine the lives of individuals and society.
The Gianna Center is a powerful part of that dedication to truth, charity and mercy and during this Christmas
2017, we ask the Christ Child to lead all those involved in the mission of the Gianna Center and all who are
served by that mission.
The Center's patroness, St. Gianna Beretta Molla (1922-1962) was a wife, a mother and a physician dedicated
to the progress of medical science. Her image is prominent at the main altar of St. Agnes Cathedral where I
will celebrate Christmas Midnight Mass.
I will pray that her intercession and her courageous and holy example may inspire each one of us and our
family members this Christmas season and be yet another catalyst of dramatic missionary growth on Long
Island.
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend John O. Barres
Bishop of Rockville Centre
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Liturgy Corner
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 24, 2017

T

the Romans. It is in the form of a doxology, a statement
of praise for the revelation of God through the
ages. Although the content of this revelation
was not known in all ages, being “kept secret”
from some, it is now fully revealed through
Jesus Christ. This is the heart of the Christian
Gospel and the reason for our celebration
during the Advent-Christmas search.

he theology presented in the Collect speaks of the angel
proclaiming the Incarnation, but also connects
the cradle to the Passion and the Cross. The Prayer
after Communion reminds us of “eternal
redemption” and “salvation.”
First Reading: This passage from 2 Samuel is
a delightful conversation between David and
the Lord. David has decided to build a fine
house for the Lord, a place that would contain
the presence of the Lord. The Lord will have
nothing to do with this plan and tells David
that he will continue to dwell in the midst of
the people, wherever they are.

Gospel: Luke’s account of the Annunciation
brings us to the threshold of the celebration of
the Nativity of the Word made flesh. Luke is
careful to note that the event is part of the great
plan of God; the house of David is represented
by Joseph. The promise made to David is to be
realized in a simple setting in Galilee, but its
import will be to bring forth a kingdom that
will have no end. Mary’s response, first of fear
and then of complete acceptance, helps us to identify
with her as a model of a servant.

Responsorial Psalm 89: The psalmist sings a
hymn of praise to God for faithfulness to the
promise given to David. The promise is in the
form of a covenant, a bond between God and the people
of God.
Second Reading: This passage concludes Paul’s letter to

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Vigil Mass for Christmas
Monday, December 25.

Antioch is a summary of his understanding of the
historic breadth of God’s plan of salvation. Paul
mentions that there were two significant figures in the
unfolding of God’s plan: David and John the Baptist.
The king and the desert preacher told their respective
followers that God would raise up a Savior for Israel.
Jesus the Messiah of the house of David and the one
announced by John would be that Savior.

First Reading: Isaiah uses the first person pronoun
making the reader understand that it is God who is
speaking. Some catastrophe has befallen the nation and
God will not rest until Jerusalem, which represents the
whole people, is vindicated. God promises that they
will be a new people; indeed, they will be espoused to
God and become God’s own delight. The marriage
imagery underlines the covenant of love that God will
establish.

Gospel: With his lengthy genealogy of Jesus, Matthew
establishes Jesus’ place in history and validates his
lineage within the prophetic tradition, going back to
Abraham.

Responsorial Psalm 89: Like the passage from Isaiah it
is God who speaks the words of the psalm.

Sourcebook 2018

Second Reading: Paul’s instruction in the synagogue of
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Readings for
December 24, 2017—December 31, 2017

Focus on
Religious Freedom
from

Catholics For Freedom of Religion
www.cffor.org
Taking "Christ" Out of "Christmas"
on College Campuses
Under the guise of inclusivity, many colleges across
the nation are promoting non-religious decorations,
displays and celebrations when issuing their annual
guidelines for Christmas. They contend that public
religious displays are inappropriate for Christmas - a
holiday so-named because it celebrates the birth of
Christ. In their efforts "striving to make campuses as
inclusive as possible in 2017” by banning Christmas
displays and celebrations, these colleges are telling
Christians their traditions are offensive.
 The University of California, Irvine, encouraged a
"focus on celebrating a special occasion, instead of a
specific holiday" such as a "year-end celebration" or
celebrate "seasonal themes such as fall, winter, or
spring."

Sunday, December 24. Fourth Sunday of Advent.
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Psalm
89:2-5, 27, 29; Luke 1:26-38.
Monday, December 25. The Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas). Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; Psalm
98:1-6; John 1:1-18.
Tuesday, December 26. Feast of Saint Stephen, first
martyr. Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Psalm 31:3-4, 6, 8, 16-17;
Matthew 10:17-22.
Wednesday, December 27. Feast of Saint John,
Apostle and evangelist. 1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 56, 11-12; John 20:1-8.
Thursday, December 28. Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs. 1 John 1:5 2:2; Psalm 124:2-5, 7-8;
Matthew 2:13-18.
Friday, December 29. 1 John 2:3-11; Psalm 96:1-3, 56; Luke 2:22-35.
Saturday, December 30. 1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96:710; Luke 2:36-40.
Sunday, December 31. The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph. Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12
-21; Psalm 128:1-5; Luke 2:22-40.

 The State University of New York at Brockport is-

sued decorating guidelines. "Keep decorations general and non-specific to any religion. Create a winter
theme with lights and color rather than religious
icons ..." Brockport advised employees to consider a
grab bag instead of a 'Secret Santa' gift exchange.
 Missouri State University barred "religious icons"

and recommended displaying snowmen, bells, flowers, and other nondescript items.

The Ride Home

 Life University in Georgia, Eastern Connecticut

This feature is for families to share their thoughts
as they travel to and from Church.

State University, and others, are holding a holiday
decorating contest that considers "inclusiveness, or
how the decorations are respectful of all religious
winter holidays."

4th Sunday of Advent

 Many colleges are leaving off the word "Christmas"

to describe annual tree lighting ceremonies.
(nynews.com, 12/10/17; leadershipinstitute.org,
12/6/17; campusreform.org, 12/11/17)

December 24, 2017
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

"There were only a few shepherds at the first Bethlehem.
The ox and the donkey understood more of the first
Christmas than the high priests in Jerusalem. And it is
the same today.”
Thomas Merton, Catholic monk and author

Adults: When have you followed the example of Mary
and said, “Let it be done to me as you say?
Children: Is there something hard you need to do this
week? What might make it easier?
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Parish social ministry

Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P., 731-6074

St. Vincent de Paul:
We have been overwhelmed by the great generosity of
our parishioners throughout the year, but especially in
the seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas!
We are inspired by the many people who drop off food,
supermarket cards, and monetary donations on a regular
basis. Thanks to our children who contribute to the
blue wagon each week, and to Stephanie from Five
Below who always manages to share the overages from
her inventory with us!

Our staff and volunteers wish all of
our parishioners and friends all the
blessings of the Christmas season!
May they be with you and your
loved ones throughout the New Year!

This week our pantry needs include:


Canned pasta (Chef Boy-ar-dee style)



Peanut butter and jelly
As always, thank you!
Please remember the poor boxes and to
“buy one, get one free!”

The Souper Bowl of Caring:
We have begun our planning for the Souper Bowl of
Caring which will take place the first weekend of
February 2018! We have chosen the charity, and will
let you know the details right after the New Year. We
will be working with the students from Molloy College
who visit a very poor, rural community in Appalachia
each year! We hope that your family can begin its
scavenger hunt for those loose coins to contribute on
Souper Bowl weekend!

Thank you again for your Giving Tree gifts which we

Thanks again to those who provided gifts for our friends
from Dismas House, a ministry of the Central Council
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul! Thanks to Laura
Cardinale for running a raffle with our religious
education 6th, 7th and 8th graders. The proceeds will
benefit Parish Social Ministry!

shared with our neighbors so that their Christmas might
be a bit brighter because they are lovingly remembered
by the good folks of St. Bernard’s!
And we can’t forget Lance and his elves from Miller’s
Ale House who will deliver gifts to several of our
families on Christmas morning! He is our wonderfully
generous Jewish Santa!

St. Bernard’S Center for religiouS eduCation
Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director, 516-731-8511

All of us in the Religious Education Office wish you a wonderful Christmas season. May our Incarnate-God fill
your homes with peace and hope for the new year. Classes resume on Wednesday January 3rd!
Here's a suggested new year resolution to go along with your possible desire of losing weight: spend a few minutes
each day praying with the Bible. Fortified with God's Word, you can face the challenges of your day with strength
and patience. This can help make you a better spouse, parent, sibling, or care giver. Happy , Blessed New Year!
12
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Please pray for those

Serving in the military
Michael Agunzo, Jr.
Joseph Albertini, US Army
Edward Alexander, USAF
PFC John Amon, USMC
Andrew Anton
Patrick Ayoung, USAF
Sean Ayoung, USN
Sgt. Eric R. Brouillet, USMC
Nicholas Catalano
LCpl Steven Churchill
Sgt. William Curtin, US Army
Cpt. Christopher DarConte, USAF
Sgt. Mark Dennington
Michael J. DiDomenico, Jr., USMC
Seaman Jack Doupe, USN
Captain Carey Eden
Pvt. Erick Elkowitz, USMC
Sgt. Matthew Ferrante, USMC

Albert Giovanniello, USAF
Frank Iadevia, USAF
Major John P. Kilbride
Major Thomas J. Kilbride
Michael Kruszewski, USN
Lt. Jacen Lanclos
Pvt. Nicholas Lane, US Army
Sgt.1st Class Chris Manzililio
Lt. Kyle McDermott
Airman 1st Class Maritza R. Mazzara, USAF
Ricardo Melendez, USMC
Seaman Mike Mercado, USN
Robert S. Meyers
LCpl Nicholas Montalvo, USMC
Pvt. William Munn, US Army
Conor O’Leary, US Army
P.O. Dawn M. Orlando
Rob Owens, USMC

Frank Pascale
Jacqueline Peterson
LCPL. Christopher Piccolo, USMC
Joseph R. Ralph, USN
Cpl. Michael Randazzo
Sgt. Samuel Rodriquez, US Army
John Ross, USAF
Tony G. Rotondo, USMC
Carl M. Saviano
MSgt. Matthew Schwally, USAF
Sgt. Vince Senn
PFC Desmond Slattery
Kevin J. Smithwick, USMC
Sgt. Jonathan Soto, US Army
Thomas Sullivan
LCpl William Sutch, USMC

Call the Rectory to have names added or removed from this list, or to add the branch of service.
Remember and pray for all the wonderful men and woman serving in our Military especially those who are away from their
homes so that we can enjoy peace and freedom. God bless all of them and comfort those who have suffered sickness or injury.

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
OF THE UNITED STATES
LEVITTOWN - ISLAND TREES
POST # 9592
55 Hickory Lane, Levittown, NY 11756
The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States is a nonprofit Veterans Service Organization
comprised of eligible Veterans and military service members from the active, guard and reserve forces.
Our Mission - is to foster camaraderie among United States Veterans of overseas conflicts, to serve our Veterans, the
military and our communities and to advocate on behalf of all Veterans.
VFW Post # 9592 invites all eligible Veterans, especially those returning home from recent conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan to become members of an active, vibrant and mission oriented Post. Join us as brothers and sisters in
preserving the rights of Veterans, supporting each other and giving back to the community. For more information on
eligibility and membership in VFW and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/vfwpost9592 post # 9592, please visit us
on the Web at www.vfw9592.org or contact us through email at vfwpost9592@gmail.com or by phone at 516-5794420. Our General Meetings are on the 2nd Friday of each month at 8pm.
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WANTAGH
603 Wantagh Avenue

EAST MEADOW
2515 N. Jerusalem Road

516-826-1010

516-731-5550

Serving Proudly the St. Bernard Parish for over 50 Years

QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS
P H IL C E P A RA N O

PLUMBING & HEATING

All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

Mary Ann Nuzzi, C.P.A.

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER

Highly Recommended By His Customers
TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com
Serving the Parish Area

516-454-6557

INCOME TAXES
• Available Year-Round

Sadkhin

The

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small
Insured

For a Free Consultation:

Complex

516-280-7070

300 Garden City Plaza, Suite 250

Comforting families Since 1924
ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

516-731-4635

DISCO VER A FAST & NATURAL WAY TO LOSE WEIGHT
(located near Roosevelt Field Mall)

GardenCity@Sadkhin.com

No Medications,
No Special Foods,
No Surgeries,
No Heavy Exercise.

Family Owned and Operated by Timothy J. Dalton and Beth Dalton-Costello

LEVITTOWN
2786 Hempstead Tpk.
(516) 796-0400

HICKSVILLE
47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 931-0262

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com
RAYMOND NARDO
HOLY INNOCENTS COUNCIL #3581
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

3581 Jeffries Rd., Levittown, N.Y.
For Membership info Call (516) 731-9018

129 Third St., Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?
Do You Need a Will?

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514
Lic/Ins

**********
Banquet Facility available (516) 735-1724

516-248-2121

George Holub, Computer Surgeon

John A. Spiegelman

Licensed Financial Services Professional
*Insurance *Investments *College Funding
*Business Planning *Retirement Planning

The Computer Surgeons

Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

(516) 495-2931
jspiegelman@ft.newyorklife.com
www.JohnASpiegelman.com

“We Make Your Computer Healthy Again”

PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600
Fax (631) 242-8084
www.thecomputersurgeons.com

DIVISION
CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
731-8900

Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections

40 Division Ave.
Levittown

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL
HOMES, INC.
655 Old Country Road

125 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714
(516) 935-7100

KENS FAUCET

& TOILET REPAIRS INC.

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Licensed Master Plumber • Serving the community since 1990

All Plumbing Repairs • All Bathroom Leaks
Special discount for all veterans
and military families

516-796-2100

mptrg.com/bulletins • 516.479.9178 Hablamos Español
Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC

Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 938-4311
“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

John Satriano, ABR, SRES

N.Y.S. Lic. R.E. Broker Associate
Notary Public

Prevete Real Estate

3705 Hempstead Turnpike
Levittown, New York 11756

Business (516) 520-3838
Fax (516) 520-5738
Cell (516) 330-9940
“YOU’LL BE AMAZED”
CALL FOR FREE Market Analysis
Your Personal Realtor

- Member Long Island Board of Realtors
- Member New York State Association of Realtors
- Member National Association of Realtors
Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR.
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

798-8943

#172 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

And
Holidays

