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The Second Sunday of the Season of Advent
December 9, 2018
All flesh will see the salvation of our God!
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516-731-4220 Phone/516-731-4355 Fax
Email: Parish@StBernardChurch.org
Website: www.StBernardChurch.org

MISSION STATEMENT
With faith, hope, and love the people of
St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to
bring the gospel of Jesus
to the Levittown Community and beyond.

PASTORAL TEAM
Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor
Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 130
Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 128
Father Innocent Duru, Chaplain In Residence
onyeduru@yahoo.com
Deacon John Blakeney
DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Deacon James Flannery
Aquinas69@gmail.com
516-731-4220
Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays.
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,
Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry
PSM@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-6074
Pat McDonough, Director of Youth & Young Adults
pat@stbernardchurch.org
Ext. 144
Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 142
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate
DVella@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 143
Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan
Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager
facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
ext. 120
Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance
Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 126
CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org
website: www.stbernardcyo.org

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith,
Hope, and Love at St. Bernard’s? Sign-up and get to know
us at one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and
Welcome evenings! For information, call the parish office
at 516-731-4220, or download a form from our website
www.stbernardchurch.org. Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on
the bottom of the home page form. If you move away,
please notify us as well.

Spiritual Life

Schedule of Masses:
Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,
12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass)
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org
Spanish Mass: 2nd & 4th week each month @ 7:30PM
Confessions:
Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm. Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and
Benediction: Monday: Check schedule on page 4.
Morning Prayer:
Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are
available.
Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our
Christian community! Baptisms are held on select Sundays at
1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before
an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born –
to ensure enough time to complete the baptism
preparation process. Our three-step preparation process
includes: 1) at-home reading and preparation by the parents;
2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff;
and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning
gathering, which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am
“Family-friendly” Mass.
Please call 731-4220 or e-mail
parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information
and preparation packet.
Marriages: Church arrangements should be made at least
6 months before the marriage and before making any
contracts with restaurants or caterers. Please call the
Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest, 731-4220.
Ministry to the Sick and Aging: If you are, or know of
someone who is homebound and would like to receive Holy
Communion, please call the rectory at 731-4220.
St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218
Usher Coordinator: John Lyons (516) 390-5150 or
Jlyons8234@gmail.com

Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation!
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Filling in Valleys
E– mail Father Ralph: shepherd@StBernardChurch.org

Are you a financial advisor?
Check out page 15 of the
bulletin so you can
encourage your clients who
are 70 1/2 years old to
reduce their taxes while
helping us reach our building
goal. And no, they don’t
have to be parishioners of
Saint Bernard’s to contribute
to our worthy cause! And be
sure to help younger folks
find ways to benefit
themselves and our parish as
they consider their end-ofyear charitable contributions.
Are you related to someone
over 70?
Even if your relative doesn’t
belong to Saint Bernard’s you
can share with them the info
on page 15 in case they have
an IRA and want to get a
reduction in taxes. Perhaps
they’ll consider helping you
make a contribution to our
Let’s Build campaign so we
can get our project started.
And of course if they ARE
parishioners, this is an
attractive option for all
involved.

If you were to walk from Levittown to Montauk, it would be a remarkable
accomplishment, but there would be one obstacle you wouldn’t be facing:
mountains! In the bible lands, mountains and valleys were big things. (Literally!)
And they added to the challenges of travelling from one town to another. People
couldn’t walk a straight path to get from Nazareth to Bethlehem or Jerusalem.
They had to climb up steep mountain paths and descend into deep valleys.

So imagine the excitement of people when the images in scripture call for “every
lofty mountain [to] be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges [to] be
filled to level ground” as we hear in today’s reading from Baruch (5:1-9) and
reiterated in today’s gospel (Luke 3:1-6) by John the Baptist who says, “Prepare
the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every
mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth.”

Nowadays we’re talking about “infrastructure improvement” and while the
repairs to our bridges, tunnels and roadways are important, the proposed projects
lack the radical life-altering changes dreamed of by the prophets of old. (Not to
say we’re without OUR dreams -- especially as we close in on our Let’s Build!
project of renovation of our parish campus.)

But the people in Bible times hoped for smoother journeys if only the mountains
could be lowered and the valleys filled in. One way we could pray about this in
today’s day and age is to consider the people in our lives who face obstacles.
Some are physical (arthritis, or other physical disabilities); some are cognitive/
social (for example autism and dementia); some are spiritual (people struggling
with their faith in God); some are relational (marriages that are coming apart;
grown children estranged from their parents or from their siblings). When you
pray for those in your life you probably know someone who has a “mountain” or
“valley” to impede them. And we pray for their caregivers too who continually
try to “move mountains” in order to provide for the ones who are struggling.

In the midst of all that we’re doing as we prepare for Jesus to come again, it
would be good to look for ways to fill in a few valleys for those who struggle with
life’s burdens. In this way we ourselves become the fulfillment of scripture.
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Parish News

Gifts of treasure

Sunday Collections

The Rosarians will be meeting on
Monday, December 10 at 12:30 in the
Prayer Room of the church where we
will pray the Rosary together. It is
Advent and we are preparing for
Christmas, the day that Our Savior was
born. How fitting it is that we meditate
on the Joyful Mysteries which start with the
Annunciation and end with the Finding of the Child
Jesus in the temple! Praying together can help us stay
focused on the true meaning of Christmas. We will
continue praying for the Holy Father and all priests,
especially Fr. Ralph, Fr. Joe, Fr. Innocent and all
religious. We will include in our prayers our individual
intentions and those groups that we always remember.
During this season we will pray once again, “Let there
be peace on earth.” Please join us.

December 2, 2018
December 3, 2017
$ 12,673.40
$ 13,410.30
493 envelopes
542 envelopes
Faith Direct
$ 2,560.00
$ 2,604.00
Total Collection
$ 15,233.40
$ 16,014.30

Faith Direct
Have you enrolled yet?
www.faithdirect.net Code = NY272

All women of the parish are welcome.

Parish calendar

This Weekend: December 8th & 9th
Collection for Retirement Fund For Religious

(Subject to change)

Senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests ministered for years for little or no pay. Their
sacrifices now leave their religious communities without
adequate retirement savings. Your gift to the collection
for the Retirement Fund for Religious helps to provide
medications, nursing care, and more for tens of
thousands of elderly religious. Please be generous.

Monday,
December 10
After 8am Mass Miraculous Medal Novena, Church
2:00 pm
Zumba Gold, Parish Center
7:00 pm
Bereavement Group, Parish Center
7:30 pm
Meeting Christ in Prayer, Parish Center
Tuesday,
December 11
10:00 am
Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center
11:00 am
Alzheimer’s Support Group, Parish Center
1:30 pm
Spirituality for the Golden Years, Parish Center
6:15 pm
Children's Choir, Parish Center
7:00 pm
Boy Scouts Troop 316, School Cafeteria
7:00 pm
Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room
7:00 pm
Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206
7:30 pm
AA Meeting, School Room 207
7:30 pm
Adult Choir Rehearsal, Church
Wednesday, December 12
1:00 pm
CFFR Meeting Parish Center
2:00 pm
Zumba Gold, Parish Center
3:45 pm
Levittown Memorial Mass, Church
4:45 pm
Levittown Memorial Mass Reception, Parish
Center
7:30 pm
Taize Prayer, Church
7:30 pm
Folk Group Rehearsal, offsite
8:00 pm
Charismatic-Bread of Life Prayer Group,
Parish Center
Thursday,
December 13
9:30 am
Shawl Ministry, Parish Center
1:45 pm
St. Vincent de Paul, Clairvaux House
7:00 pm
Catholic Daughters Meeting, Parish Center
Friday,
December 14
7:00 pm
Cub Scout Pack 318, Cafeteria
7:30 pm
LIFT High School Program, Parish Center

The Gifts of bread and wine
for the weekend of December 8th and December 9th
have been requested in loving memory of
Charles Giudice
by
The Winberry Family

Parish calendar
Saturday,
9:00 am
11:00 am
6:00 pm
Sunday,
4:15 pm
8:00 pm
4

December 15
Christmas Pageant, Gym
Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria
Sacred Heart Community, Parish Center
December 16
Youth Choir Practice, Church
AA Meeting, Cafeteria

SACRAMENTS

mass intentions
This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions.
Saturday,
5:00 pm
7:30 pm

Sunday,
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am

12 Noon
5:30 pm
Monday,
8:00 am
Tuesday,
8:00 am
Wednesday,
8:00 am
Thursday,
8:00 am
Friday,
8:00 am
Saturday,
8:00 am

5:00 pm
Sunday,
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am

12 Noon
5:30 pm

Baptisms

December 8
Eugene McDonagh
Spanish Mass
Luz Estela Giraldo,
Jaime Antonio– Living
December 9, Second Sunday of Advent
Josephine Marraro
Anthony and Virginia Santangelo
Edward Flecker,
Sr. Juliana Deptuch,
Nina Walsh,
Patricia DeVeto
The Poor, The Needy, The Lonely & Sad
FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
December 10
Eddie and Edward Quigley
December 11
Frank Anthony Spadaro
December 12, Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe
Robert Sandkuhl
December 13, Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin
and Martyr
Angela Mary Roche
December 14, Memorial of Saint John of the
Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Philip Hannon
December 15
Walter Stack,
Special Intention,
Patricia White,
Robert Sandkuhl
Mariano and Pessagno Families
December 16, Third Sunday of Advent
Michael Giampetruzzi-Living
Charles and Rose Fontana
FOR ALL PARISHIONERS,
Frank and Louis Valenti,
Andy LaLonde Jr.
Mora Quinn Bannon
Ellen Schnebel
Kane, Gallo & Hodder Families

We welcome into the parish the following new member:

Jordan Thomas Cabrera
Congratulations to the happy parents.

Pray for the sick of our parish
Nora Barrett
Anne Carbonell
Justin Dawson
Matthew Fetzner Elizabeth Jackowski
MaryAnn Mulholland
Bill Murphy
Pedro Rivera, Jr.
Rick Simmons
Jonathan Schreiber
Thomas Williams
Bob Zorn

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.
Thank you for cooperating and God bless all.
Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List
Sara Aprigliano
Chris Angyal
Susan Arena
Brian Austin
Lorraine Bardolf
Arlene Barsch
Ike Bootsma
Lois Byrne
Jean Caprera
Rosemary Clark
Mason Francis Combs
Justin Dawson
Monica DeLaRosa
May Ann Dima
Debra Dowdell
Margaret Dowdell
Gerry Finlan
Jim Finlan
Rachel Fiorito
Linda Fitz
Kathleen Flaherty
Rich Fuleki
Muriel Gallagher
Teresita Gallego
Carole Gefken
Michael Giampetruzzi
Colleen Grasing
John Guiffre
Mike Hach
Patricia Hafner
Carolyn Hakim
Cynthia Hansen
Donna Hare
John Hartofil
Vicki Jacona
Steve Jugan
Jerome W. Kalkhof
Katherine Anne Kwestel
Violet Kwestel
Rosemarie LaFrance
Martin Logan
Tia Mabanta
Jaime Macias
Andrew Mahoney Lucy & Richard Marconi
William McDonagh Teresa McDonald
Mary McLean
Mary Messina
Irmgard Montanino
Maryann Mulholland
Kerri Orlando
Johnny Perdue
Rosina Perri
Catherine Pipinou
Dolores Pizzo
Joan Rampolla
Fred Rappa
Laureen Quinn-Sturge
Deanne Reilly
Vinny Rosa
John Rotondo, Jr.
John Rotondo, Sr.
Flore Rowe
Federico Rueda
Eve Saint
Thomas Saint
Terry Sherwood
Guadalupe Silva
Katie-Ellen Spinelli
Danielle Stallone
Frances Stallone
Norma Steiger
Liberty Tabag
David Testa
Rosalie Travers
Frances Trzcinski
Joan Virostko
Theresa Votta
Brendan Wagner
Thomas Williams, Jr.
Cynthia Wilson

Pray for our beloved deceased
and those who mourn for them

Help Us Keep the Sick List Up-to-date
When your loved one’s health improves, please call the rectory at
516-731-4220 to let us know so their name can be removed
from the sick list. It is important that the list remain current.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Frank Carbonell
George Dennis
Andres F. Echeverry
Dorothy Gangale
Matthew Gillis
Diane McCarthy
Thomas McNamara John Salomone
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St. Bernard's Center for religious education
Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director, 516-731-8511

A DV E N T I S U P O N U S
Do you know the symbolism of the Advent wreath?
The circle expresses God’s unending love for us and is made with evergreens symbolizing
God’s faithfulness. There are four candles, one for each week of Advent. They represent
the hundreds of years humanity waited for the coming of the Messiah. The name “Jesus”
means one who saves and “Christ” means the anointed one. The purple candles signify
this longing expectation and the pink candle, which is lit the third week of Advent is a
color of joy and hope. We are actually waiting for the Second Coming of Christ thus as
Jesus’ coming draws near and the candles are lit, the brightness of the wreath will increase.

What can your family do to observe Advent?
How can you avoid excessive commercialism of this holy season? Advent is a season of waiting and for
children, this is hard to do.



Make an Advent calendar and check off each day in December as Christmas draws near. Each day, perform
an act of kindness, say a prayer, focus on the needs of others, donate to our food pantry, and pray to Our
Blessed Mother who is a key figure of Advent. She waited in expectant hope for her Son, Jesus.



Proceed calmly in life and don’t “sweat the small stuff.” Pope Francis reminds us to move with kindness and
humility, a calmness in life. Think positive and avoid people who are negative and who bring down your
spirit. Pray for them too! Turn off the TV and cell phones and talk with your children about their day, their
feelings, have a sense of humor. Advent is waiting for our Prince of Peace thus find ways to nurture a peaceful
spirit as consumerism often brings anxiety! Do not buy war toys or violent computer/video games for your
children.



Attend our Advent /Taize prayer on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm in our church.



Talk to your children how they can give a Christmas gift to a needy child through sacrifice of allowance
money. Consider the joy of giving on Christmas with homemade gifts such as baked goods, good deed
“coupons” (this coupon is good for making my bed or washing the dishes) art projects, crafts, homemade
books are all appreciated and discuss the difference between needs and wants. Remember Jesus only received
3 gifts from the magi.



Spend time as a family with Friday night board games or go to the park for a hike and thank God for the gift
of nature.



Advent is penitential in tone thus give yourself the gift of God’s forgiveness and healing in the sacrament of
Reconciliation offered here every Saturday! Bring your children as well so they too can experience the love
and mercy of Jesus.
Finally, reflect on the truth that Jesus is our GIFT from God. Jesus’ death and
resurrection gives us eternal life in heaven. God loves us unconditionally and we are
called to share this message of love and hope with others. The first week of December
our children in levels 3, 4 and 5 participated in our annual Jesse Tree service. They
were reminded that Jesus is the Reason for the Season. Here’s hoping you can
experience the peace that was meant to be in this holy season of Advent!
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St. Bernard’s
Alzheimer’s
Caregiver Support
Group

National Night of Prayer
for Life
December 8
@ 8:30 pm to 10:00 pm

meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th TUESDAY of the
month from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon in St. Bernard's
Parish Center. This program is
designed to help each other cope with
the challenging situation of dealing
with someone with dementia.
For more information, please call
Sister Maureen Ashe, at 646-241-8497.

Uniting the Feast of the Immaculate Conception with the
Feast of St. Juan Diego

Each year we at St. Bernard’s
come together for prayer and
adoration as we ask Our
Blessed Mother to protect Life
and the Family, renew the
Church, and establish Peace.
For it was on the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception in
1531(then celebrated on
December 9th) that Our Lady of Guadalupe,
patroness of the Americas and the unborn, first
appeared to St. Juan Diego.

Mark Your Calendar:

On the eve of the Immaculate Conception and
the vigil for St. Juan Diego, the National Night of
Prayer for Life bridges these two great feasts to
honor Our Blessed Mother and to pray for the
sanctity of all human life.

Thursday, December 13, 7:30 pm – CDA
meeting in the Parish Center
Friday, December 21 – Deadline for 2019 National
Education Contest open to Catholic and non-Catholic
students. Choose one of the following themes: “Here I
Am Lord. I Come To Do Your Will.” Ps. 40 or “Doing
My Best To Do Good”. Contact Pam Wells at
waymap@aol.com for divisions by grade and categories
of entry.

The National Night of Prayer for Life is a prayer
service consisting of exposition and adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary, prayer to St.
Michael, silent prayer and prayers for the sanctity
of ALL life.

SAVE THIS DATE: Saturday, January 12,
Anniversary Luncheon at Venere Restaurant. Cost is
$30 per person.

Please join us and spend some time before the
Lord.

Scholarships Are Available – at the Court, County,
State and National levels. Deadlines for applications
vary. Contact Pam Wells at waymap@aol.com for rules
and application forms.
CDA always welcomes new members.
For information, please contact
Kathy Scarallo at 516-796-6208 and/or
Susan Maher at 516-633-8960.
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Sunday, December 9—What have you got to lose?
“Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory from
God for ever. ” Bar. 5:1
A robe of mourning and misery. Isn’t that how life feels sometimes? Like you are
wrapped in misery? Life seems to be one insurmountable peak and one deep valley after
another. That’s how it was for the people of Jerusalem in the time of the prophet Baruch.
All seemed lost for God’s people, hard as they tried. No joy, no hope. But we all know
that curling up in a ball and telling the world to go away—helpful as that may be for a
brief moment—will ultimately get us nowhere, and do nothing to help the situation anyway. So Baruch reminds the people of Israel and us too that you can change out of that
robe of misery and put on something more joyful—the love and glory of God. Look for it
in your life: in friends, family, meaningful work, reaching out to others to get out of your
own head, even in the kindness of strangers. Look for it, expect it, wait for it and go for it.
That’s Advent in a nutshell. What have you got to lose?
For Prayer and Reflection: Wait. Watch. Notice. What robe of splendor is God trying
to clothe you with?

Advent Daily Reflections
Second Week of Advent

Monday, December 10— Too good to be true?
“Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God….
They will meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning will flee. “ Is. 35:4a, 10b
Today’s Scripture from the prophet Isaiah envisions strength for feeble hands and weak
knees and frightened hearts. Sounds too good to be true—If only it could be so! Think of
all the elderly people you know—and maybe not so elderly people—who are facing limitations due to feeble hands and weak knees. And even more, think of people you know
whose hearts are frightened—maybe even your own. A frightened heart is a frightful
thing, and there are all kinds of reasons for it: illness, financial insecurity, threatened violence, loneliness, and the list goes on and on. Advent is about not giving into the fright.
It’s about knowing that the promised messiah can bring cooling springs to the deserts of
our lives. It’s about giving over the fright and anxiety to the only one who can quiet it:
Jesus, God With Us.
For Prayer and Reflection: Think of something that is “frightening your heart” right
now. Can you give it over to Jesus in prayer? How will you do that?

Tuesday, December 11—Comfort and Joy?
“Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.” Is. 40:1

‘Tis the season of comfort and joy, right? At least that’s what the Christmas-mongers
would have us believe. Christmas is about the comfort of that new luxury SUV in the
driveway, or the latest smartphone. It’s all about making ourselves and those we love
more “comfortable.” Deep down we know that’s not what this time of year is really about,
and that “comforts” like SUVs and smartphones don’t really comfort us in the ways that
count most. The Christmas story tells us a story that is about anything but comfort: we
hear of a “suspicious” pregnancy, a long, dangerous journey during the 9th month of pregnancy, of giving birth in a stable, and of a refugee family escaping a murderous king. And
remember that the child of that family ended up nailed to a distinctly uncomfortable cross.
When we experience the discomforts of life, Jesus knows all about them first hand, and is
right there with us, reminding us that God carries us like baby lambs in the comfort of the
divine arms.
For Prayer and Reflection: What kind of comfort are you longing for right now?
Can you feel the comfort of God embracing you, and rest in the divine arms?
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Wednesday, December 12/Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe—Hope for the Hopeless
“But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.” Lk. 1:29-30
In 1531, a Mexican peasant named Juan Diego experienced the presence of Blessed Mary in a vision in which she looked
like the indigenous women of Mexico. This was Mary’s way of identifying with the poverty and oppression being experienced by the people of that time at the hands of their European colonizers. Mary likely felt very much “at home” in her
Mexican skin, considering that she herself was a poor woman living under an oppressive regime, and could identify with
Juan Diego and his people. But Mary had “found favor with God,” who invited her into the greatest scheme of all, the
scheme to bring healing and salvation to all the world and to every heart. She trusted that God was at work in her life,
and gave that same hope to Juan’s people. Her appearance as one of the indigenous Mexican people is a powerful reminder that she and the God who sent her “favor” all peoples. In the context of the sometimes rude and cruel treatment of the
native peoples and their oppressors—then and now—this message brought enormous hope to Juan Diego’s people, and
continues to bring hope to oppressed people today.
For Prayer and Reflection: Think of one of the “oppressive” situations in the world today. Make it a point this
Advent to ask Mary to pray with you to bring hope to those oppressed and peace to the hearts of their oppressors.

Thursday, December 13—Hand to hand makes all the difference
"I am the LORD, your God, who grasp your right hand; It is I who say to you, "Fear not, I will help you."
Is. 41:13
Have you ever had someone grasp your hand just at the right moment? Maybe you were feeling overwhelmed, sad,
frightened, or alone, and that simple action of someone taking your hand somehow made it better. Just knowing you were
not alone, that someone was listening, and that someone cared made a real difference. Advent is a time to remember that
God, in a sense, “grasped the hand” of the whole world in becoming one of us in Jesus. God “gave us a hand” in showing
us how to break through our self-centered ways to become more “we-centered.” And God continues to grasp the hand of
each one of us when we are most in need, if we put it out there to be grasped. How about you? Do you need your hand
grasped? The best way to feel God’s grasp is through the grasp of other people, so put your hand out there. Or, maybe
there is someone in your life who needs a hand to be grasped, and you can be the hand of God to that person. Hand to
hand makes all the difference.
For Prayer and Reflection: Wait. Watch. Notice. Is there someone you know who could use the comfort or the help
of your grasp?

Friday, December 14— A Wistful God
“If you would hearken to my commandments, your prosperity would be like a river.”

Is. 48:18

In the Bible, God gets kind of wistful a lot. “if only….” God seems to say, and it usually has to do with God’s disappointment that people haven’t seen the wisdom of God’s plans and dreams for the world and gone off in the wrong direction,
often messing up things for themselves and others. Perhaps some of us as parents know that feeling when we look wistfully at the paths that some of our children have chosen. “If only…” we say. Why don’t they see it the way we do?
Things would be so much better if they did. Well, imagine how God feels! God has laid out the path of “prosperity” (i.e.
happiness and security), but cries out in exasperation when we ignore it, or when others prevent us from following it. At
those moments when we get wistful over things we can’t control, remember that God knows what it’s like—on a cosmic
scale. All God—and we—can do is love and not give up hope.
For Prayer and Reflection: Wait. Watch. Notice. Do you ever find yourself saying “If only…” about something you
can’t control? Can you let it go, and continue in a spirit of realistic hope?

Saturday, December 15—It’s dangerous to be a prophet
“Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him…. Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the
Baptist. Mt. 17:12-13

It’s never fun to be a prophet. A prophet is not a fortune-teller, but rather one who speaks God’s truth. And let’s face it,
sometimes we don’t want to hear the truth. So we attack the prophet, whether it’s Elijah, or John the Baptist, or Jesus, or
Martin Luther King Jr., or someone in our own life who confronts us with a hard truth that we don’t want to hear. It’s
because we don’t want to change. But we ignore the prophets in our lives at our own peril. To refuse to change when
God calls us to change is not only a slap in the face to God, but a denial of who we are meant to be.
For Prayer and Reflection: Is there someone or something calling you to move beyond where you are to a better
place? Will you ignore the prophet, or listen?
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Adult faith formation

Adult Education Opportunities
Come in from the cold
and warm up your faith!
Awakening Faith led by Pastoral Associate Diane Vella
5 Saturdays beginning Jan. 5, 9-10:15 am (during Religious Ed classes, for Religious Ed parents and others
under 40-ish) OR 11:00 am-12:15 pm (for anybody!!)
AWAKENING FAITH is an informal study/discussion group on basic questions of Catholic Christian faith: Am
I Spiritual? Who is Jesus? Can I Accept God’s Mercy? Can Mass Make My Life Meaningful? The Church and
Me? A booklet is provided, and brief reflections on each topic are read in the group to stimulate discussion.

Warm up to the Word-Weekly Bible Reflections led by Pastoral Associate Diane Vella
7 Thursdays beginning Jan. 10, 7:30-8:45 pm OR 7 Fridays. beginning Jan. 11, 10-11:15 am
Each week we will look at the Scriptures for the coming Sunday, learn a little bit of their background to help us
understand their message, and then share responses to the discussion questions posed on how they are applicable
to our lives today.
For information and registration, contact Diane Vella at dvella@stbernardchurch.org
or 516-731-4220, ext. 143

Are you a man or woman over 50?

Spirituality

Maybe it’s time
to Belong

for the

 Going to church but not baptized?
 Baptized, going to a Catholic church,

Golden Years

but not Catholic?
 Baptized Catholic, going to church,
but not confirmed in the faith?

NEXT MEETING:

Join the journey to adult faith!

Tuesday, December 11, 1:30 p.m.
Parish Center

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Topic: The Present of Presence

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Leader: Sister Jo Ann Walsh, R.S.M.
Retreat Director and Certified Spiritual Director.

Best time to call: _______________________________________________
Place form in collection basket, or contact Diane Vella:
516-731-4220 ext. 143 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org
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The Ride Home
Focus on Religious Freedom

This feature is for families to share their thoughts
as they travel to and from Church.

From

Catholics for Freedom of Religion CFFR
2nd Sunday of Advent

www.cffor.org

December 9, 2018

“To the American People: Christmas is not a time or a season
but a state of mind. To cherish peace and good will, to be
plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas. If we
think on these things, there will be born in us a Savior and over
us will shine a star sending its gleam of hope to the world.”
~Calvin Coolidge

Adults: In what areas of your life do you need God’s
forgiveness right now? What Advent practice would
assist you in expressing your repentance?
Children: What do you want to ask God to forgive you
for? What can you do during Advent to show you are
sorry?

The Twelve Rules of Christmas – Part 1:Compiled by
The Rutherford Institute Attorneys
1. Public school students' written or spoken personal
expressions about Christmas (e.g. "Jesus is the Reason
for the Season" t-shirts) may not be censored by school
officials.

Readings for
December 9, 2018—December 16, 2018
Sunday, December 9. Second Sunday Of Advent.
Baruch 5:1-9; Psalm 126:1-6; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11;
Luke 3:1-6.

2. Teachers are permitted to wear Christmas-related clothing or
jewelry so long as they are generally permitted to wear clothing
or jewelry about other holidays.

Monday, December 10. Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 85:914; Luke 5:17-26.

3. Public schools may teach students about the
Christmas holiday, including its religious significance,
so long as it is taught objectively for secular purposes
such as its historical or cultural importance.

Tuesday, December 11. Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 96:1-3,
10-13; Matthew 18:12-14.
Wednesday, December 12. Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Zechariah 2:14-17; ( or Revelation
11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab;) Judith 13:18 BCDE, 19; Luke
1:26-38; (or Luke 1:39-47).

4. Teachers may send Christmas cards to the families of their
students so long as they do so on their own time, outside of
school hours.
5. Public schools may include Christmas music,
including those with religious themes, in their choral
programs if the songs are included for a secular purpose
such as their musical quality or cultural value or if the
songs are part of an overall performance including other
holiday songs.

Thursday December 13. Memorial of Saint Lucy,
Virgin and Martyr. Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalm 145:1 and
9-13ab; Matthew 11:11-15.
Friday, December 14. Memorial of Saint John of
The Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church. Isaiah
48:17-19; Psalm 1:1-4, 6; Matthew 11:16-19.

6. Public schools may not require students to sing Christmas
songs whose messages conflict with the students' own religious
or nonreligious views.

Saturday, December 15. Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Psalm
80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19; Matthew 17:9a, 10-13.
Sunday, December 16. Third Sunday Of Advent.
Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7;
Luke 3:10-18.

“Mankind is a great, an immense family… This is proved
by what we feel in our hearts at Christmas.”
~Pope John Paul XXIII

Daily readings can be found online at:
www.usccb.org/bible/readings
11

Parish social ministry
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P., 731-6074

The Giving Tree:
Thanks to everyone who has taken a tag from our Giving Tree and has purchased a gift
for one of our neighbors. We are most grateful for your kind generosity!



Gifts/gift cards may be dropped off at our office, Monday-Friday, between 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m.



Gift cards may be deposited in the collection baskets at the Sunday masses. They
will find a way to us!



Gifts should not be placed in the food bin at the front doors of church. Chances are
that they will not find their way to our office.



In the event that you were not able to get a tag from the tree, we will be happy to
accept supermarket, Target or Walmart gift cards.



Please return all gifts no later than Sunday, December 16th so we have enough time
to sort and distribute the gifts on Saturday, December 22nd. Thank you again!

This is a huge adventure, so we really
appreciate your assistance and cooperation! Special thanks to Gloria and our Vincentians for
organizing this Advent tradition!

Save the Date:
The children of Wisdom Lane School are inviting the seniors of our parish to a play on
Thursday, January 10th. More details will follow, but we want to give you a “heads-up!”
Don’t forget to contact our office regarding energy and money-saving ways to help you
through the winter. Many programs are fairly easy to access, and can save hundreds of
dollars for low-income individuals and families. We have the details, and are happy to
share them with our Levittown parishioners and neighbors.
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Total Raised to Date

$1,536,800

Percentage raised toward our
goal

87%

Number of Pledges

560

Amount pledged since
last Sunday.
(Keep going!)

$8,700

Are you 70 1/2 or older?
You can choose where your IRA distribution goes!

OR
Whether you itemize or not in 2018, there is a unique opportunity that allows you to make
a charitable contribution through a direct IRA transfer while reducing your adjusted gross
income.
If you would like to make a gift to our Let’s Build! Campaign using your IRA and if:
1. You are at least 70 1/2 years old on the date you make your gift
2. Your IRA is a traditional (some Roth IRA’s may qualify)
3. You don’t exceed your personal maximum of $100,000 per year in qualified charitable
distributions
You will not have to report your distribution as income. It will be free of federal and New
York State income tax, and it will count toward your required minimum distribution
(RMD).
The best way for you to start is with your IRA custodian. Tell them you want to make a
"qualified charitable distribution". In most cases you will only have to fill out a simple
form.
VERY IMPORTANT!! Your gift must go directly from your IRA to our Parish. If you
receive the money first then you’ll be taxed on it like any other distribution.
Example: Jim has a $125,000 in a traditional IRA and would like to contribute $5,000 as his gift
to our Let’s Build Campaign. So he directs the custodian of his IRA to transfer this amount not
later than December 31, 2018 directly to the Parish. He will not be subject to income tax on the
$5,000 donation.
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PLUMBING & HEATING

All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER

Highly Recommended By His Customers
TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com
Serving the Parish Area

516-454-6557

ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small
Insured

631-724-3242

www.watermillcaterers.com
atermillcaterers.com • Smithtown,NY

Comforting Families Since 1924

LEVITTOWN
2786 Hempstead Tpk.
(516) 796-0400

HICKSVILLE
47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 931-0262

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com
RAYMOND NARDO
AL FAZZIOLA, Independent Insurance Agent
ATTORNEY AT LAW

129 Third St., Mineola, NY 11501 •Medicare Advantage & Supplement Plans•Part D (Rx Drug Plans)
Are you Selling Your Home?
•Special Needs Plans
Do You Need a Will?

516-248-2121

P. 516-735-7375

F. 516-453-6792

Beth Dalton-Costello

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514
Lic/Ins

alfazziola@gmail.com

George Holub, Computer Surgeon

The Computer Surgeons

Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

“We Make Your Computer Healthy Again”

PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600
Fax (631) 242-8084
www.thecomputersurgeons.com

DIVISION
CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
731-8900

Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections

40 Division Ave.
Levittown

Mary Ann Nuzzi, C.P.A.
INCOME TAXES
• Available Year-Round

516-731-4635

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL
HOMES, INC.
655 Old Country Road

125 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714
(516) 935-7100

Licensed Master Plumber
Serving the community
since 1990
All Plumbing Repairs
All Bathroom Leaks
Special discount for all
veterans and
military families

516-796-2100

Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 938-4311
“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH
OF MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT
For Catholic Health Services doctors and
hospitals near you call 855-CHS-4500

P le ase P atroni ze Our Adve rt i se rs

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR.
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

798-8943
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Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

And
Holidays

((516)
516) 8826-1010
26-1010

((631)
631) 581-2828
581-2828

OsheaFuneral.com
O
sheaFuneral.com

