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The First Sunday of the Season of Advent 

December 2, 2018  

To you, O Lord, I lift my soul! 

 A community of Faith                hope            and love                    
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Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed 
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation! 

Confessions: 

Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm.  Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and 

Benediction:  Monday: Check schedule on page 4. 

Morning Prayer: 

Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are 

available.  

Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our 

Christian community!  Baptisms are held on select Sundays at 

1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before 

an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born – 

to ensure enough time to complete the baptism 

preparation process.  Our three-step preparation process 

includes:  1)  at-home reading and preparation by the parents; 

2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff; 

and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning 

gathering,  which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am 

“Family-friendly” Mass.  Please call 731-4220 or e-mail 

parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information 

and preparation packet. 

Marriages:  Church arrangements should be made at least 

6 months before  the marriage and before making any 

contracts with restaurants or caterers.  Please call the 

Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest,  731-4220. 

Ministry to the Sick and Aging:  If you are,  or know of 

someone who is  homebound and would like to receive Holy 

Communion,  please call the rectory at 731-4220. 

St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218  

Usher Coordinator: John Lyons  (516) 390-5150 or                                   

Jlyons8234@gmail.com 

Spiritual Life 

Schedule of Masses: 

Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,                     

12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass) 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 

Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

Spanish Mass: 2nd & 4th week each month @ 7:30PM 

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith, 
Hope, and Love at St. Bernard’s?  Sign-up and get to know 
us at one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and 
Welcome evenings! For information, call the parish office 
at  516-731-4220, or download a form from our website 
www.stbernardchurch.org.  Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on 
the bottom of the home page form.  If you move away,  
please notify us as well.  

S T.BERNARD’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

516-731-4220 Phone/516-731-4355 Fax  
Email: Parish@StBernardChurch.org 
Website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor                                 
Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org                           

ext. 130 
Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor                
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 128 
Father Innocent Duru, Chaplain In Residence 

onyeduru@yahoo.com  
Deacon John Blakeney                                             

DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org     
           516-731-4220 

Deacon James Flannery                                         
Aquinas69@gmail.com 

 516-731-4220 
 

Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education 
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org 

 516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax 
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays. 

 
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,   

Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry 
PSM@StBernardChurch.org                                 

516-731-6074 
Pat McDonough, Director of Youth & Young Adults 

pat@stbernardchurch.org                                         
Ext. 144   

Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music 
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 142 
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate               

DVella@StBernardChurch.org 
ext. 143 

 
Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan                  

Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org                          
516-731-4220 

 
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager 

facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org  
            ext. 120 

 
Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance 

Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org 
        ext. 126 

CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org 
website: www.stbernardcyo.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 

With faith, hope, and love the people of   
St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to 

bring the gospel of  Jesus 
 to the Levittown Community and beyond. 

mailto:Bulletin@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:parish@stbernardslevittown.org
mailto:Jlyons8234@gmail.com
http://www.StBernardChurch.org
http://www.stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Parish@Stbernardchurch.org
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mailto:PSM@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:pat@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:MJWitte@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:dvella@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Sacristan@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Maintenance@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:info@stbernardcyo.org
http://www.stbernardcyo.org
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O Come On!  
 

E– mail Father Ralph:  shepherd@StBernardChurch.org 

“O come on!”   Have you ever said that in frustration?  Can’t get that thread 

into the needle?  “O come on!”....  Can’t get your relative who is politically the 

opposite of you to agree with you?  “O come on!”   Can’t get Jesus to come back 

to judge the living and the dead?  “O come on!” 

 

Yes...it’s that time again when we sing “O come, o come Emmanuel.”  It’s 

Advent.  And while that hymn is filled with powerful images and different 

beautiful names for the messiah,  it’s real cry is for Jesus to “come again already!” 

 

Each year the church reminds people that Advent is not at first primarily about 

Jesus coming as a baby 2,000 years ago.  We don’t wait for him to come the way 

we wait for Santa to come.  Santa’s coming is predictable.  We know what he will 

say (three ho’s), what he’ll wear (red suit), where his finger will be (side of his 

nose), etc. 

 

But Jesus’s coming again to bring us to heaven at the “end of the world”?  Well 

that’s been a little less predictable.  Indeed Jesus tells us in the gospel today that 

we’d better stay alert because we DON’T know the hour or the day that the Lord 

is coming.  But he IS coming. 

 

So I want to say to Jesus,  “O come on!”   I’m ready for heaven now.  Won’t 

have to raise the final $221,900 for our LET’S BUILD! Campaign...won’t have to 

erase poverty...won’t have to find the cure for diseases....won’t have to keep 

wondering if people will find good jobs.  “Come already! won’t you, Lord? What 

are you waiting for?” 

 

Then I think,  maybe he’s waiting for us to have fed the last hungry person, 

healed the last sick person, and yes, fixed up the parish in his honor.  Maybe he 

doesn’t want to catch us unprepared and unfinished with the work he left 

us.   ’Twould be pretty embarrassing,  no?   

 

Maybe Jesus is really anxious to come again and wants us to hurry up to do all 

the good things he wants us to get done.  Maybe he’s saying to us, “O come 

on.”  Maybe that song’s about us? 

Tree lighting 

On Monday night, starting at 

6pm, Levittown gathers to 

light the tree in Veteran’s 

Park across from the library. 

All are invited to this festive 

gathering. In fact, each year 

Saint Bernard’s leads the 

crowd in singing some carols 

as we get ready to celebrate 

the upcoming Feast 

of  Christmas. So if you like 

to sing, you’re invited to join 

members of the “Monday 

Night Not Quite Ready For 

Sunday Choir” on the stage. 

Just meet Mary Jane Witte 

and fellow singers at the 

stage at 7:05.  

Look for Bernie the St. 

Bernard mascot and it is 

rumored that the man in red 

will make an appearance to 

check whether you’ve been 

nice or not. 

(Please be nice.) 

 

Thanks for Giving 

A quick thank you to all who 

participated in Giving 

Tuesday with an online gift 

to the LET’S BUILD! 

Campaign. We raised $960 

that day. You can still give at 

our website. 

mailto:shepherd@stbernardchurch.org
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      Gifts of treasure 

Faith Direct 
Have you enrolled yet? 

www.faithdirect.net   Code = NY272 

           Parish News 

 Monday, December 3 
After 8am Mass    Miraculous Medal Novena, Church 
 2:00 pm Zumba Gold, Parish Center 
 4:15 pm Religious Ed Advent Prayer Service,  Church 
 7:00 pm Bereavement Group, Parish Center 
 7:30 pm Meeting Christ in Prayer, Parish Center  
 Tuesday, December 4 
 10:00 am Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center 
 6:15 pm Children's Choir, Parish Center 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts Troop 316, School Cafeteria 
 7:00 pm Cub Scout Leaders, Parish Center 
 7:00 pm Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room 
 7:00 pm Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206 
 7:30 pm AA Meeting, School Room 207 
 7:30 pm  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Church  
Wednesday, December 5 
 10:00 am Book Discussion, Parish Center 
 2:00 pm Zumba Gold, Parish Center 
 4:15 pm Religious Ed Advent Prayer Service, Church 
 7:30 pm Taize Prayer, Church 
 7:30 pm Folk Group Rehearsal, offsite  
 8:00 pm  Charismatic-Bread of Life Prayer Group,  
  Parish Center 

 Thursday, December 6 
 9:30 am Padre Pio, Parish Center 
 9:30 am Shawl Ministry, Parish Center 
 1:45 pm St. Vincent de Paul, Clairvaux House 
 4:15 pm Religious Ed Advent Prayer Service,  Church 
 7:00 pm Newly Bereaved, Parish Center 
 Friday, December 7 
 7:30 pm LIFT High School Program, Parish Center 
 Saturday,  December 8,  Immaculate Conception 
 10:00 am First Reconciliation, Church 
 10:00 am Special Education Party, Parish Center 
 11:00 am Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria 
 7:30 pm Spanish Mass, Church 
 8:00 pm Spanish Mass Reception, Parish Center 
8:30 pm—10:00 pm    Adoration and Prayer for Life,  

Saturday, December 8 is the  

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
and is a holy day of obligation. The Mass schedule is:   

 Friday, December 7 at 5:00 pm  
 Saturday, December 8 at 8:00 am and Noon  

There is no Saturday evening mass for the Immaculate 
Conception.  The 5:00pm and 7:30pm Masses on 
December 8 are for The Second Sunday of Advent. 

The Rosarians will be meeting on 

Monday, December 10 at 12:30 in the 

Prayer Room of the church where we 

will pray the Rosary together.  It is 

Advent and we are preparing for 

Christmas , the day that Our Savior 

was born.  How fitting it is that we 

meditate on the Joyful Mysteries which start with the 

Annunciation and end with the Finding of the Child 

Jesus in the temple!  Praying together can help us stay 

focused on the true meaning of Christmas.  We will 

continue praying for the Holy Father and all priests, 

especially Fr. Ralph, Fr. Joe, Fr. Innocent and all 

religious.  We will include in our prayers our individual 

intentions and those groups that we always remember. 

During this season we will pray once again, “Let there 

be peace on earth.” Please join us. 

All women of the parish are welcome. 

 Parish  calendar (continued) 

 Parish  calendar (Subject to change) 

Sunday Collections 
 November 18, 2018 November 19, 2017  
 $ 12,940.20   $ 11,887.85  
 544 envelopes  546 envelopes 

Faith Direct  
 $   2,560.00   $  2,604.00 

Total Collection  
 $  15,500.20   $ 14,491.85  

Second Collection:  
 $     3,112.40  $ 2,979.85  
 263 envelopes  276 envelopes  
 
 November 25, 2018  November 26, 2017  
 $ 12,717.05   $ 13,567.75  
 550 envelopes   597 envelopes  
   Faith Direct  
 $ 2,560.00   $ 2,604.00   
   Total Collection  
 $ 15,277.05   $ 16,171.75  

Next Weekend: December 8th & 9th 

Collection for Retirement Fund For Religious  
Senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 

priests ministered for years for little or no pay.  Their 

sacrifices now leave their religious communities without 

adequate retirement savings.  Your gift to the collection 

for the Retirement Fund for Religious helps to provide 

medications, nursing care, and more for tens of 

thousands of elderly religious.  Please be generous. 

http://www.faithdirect.net
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Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List 

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.  
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.  

Thank you for cooperating and God bless all. 

Pray for the sick of our parish          mass intentions 

Pray for our beloved deceased 

 and those who mourn for them 

Kevin Cain      Charles Crum  

Donnamae Silverman                   Ann Walsh 

 Sara Aprigliano  Susan Arena                          Brian Austin                      
Lorraine Bardolf   Arlene Barsch                       Ike Bootsma 
Lois Byrne                        Jean Caprera                        Rosemary Clark           
Mason Francis Combs   Justin Dawson       Monica DeLaRosa                      
May Ann Dima               Debra Dowdell                 Margaret Dowdell                    
Gerry Finlan                        Jim Finlan                             Rachel Fiorito                                
Linda Fitz                            Kathleen Flaherty                      Rich Fuleki                        
Muriel Gallagher               Teresita Gallego                   Carole Gefken      
Michael Giampetruzzi           Colleen Grasing                 John Guiffre                           
Mike Hach                        Patricia Hafner                      Carolyn Hakim                   
Cynthia Hansen                  Donna Hare                           John Hartofil                         
Vicki Jacona                            Steve Jugan              Jerome W. Kalkhof       
Katherine Anne Kwestel         Violet Kwestel     Rosemarie LaFrance           
Martin Logan   Tia Mabanta                         Jaime Macias               
Andrew Mahoney     Lucy & Richard Marconi     William McDonagh      
Teresa McDonald                Mary McLean                     Mary Messina            
Irmgard Montanino         Maryann Mulholland            Kerri Orlando                     
Johnny Perdue                Rosina Perri                       Catherine Pipinou                
Dolores Pizzo                     Joan Rampolla                           Fred Rappa                   
Laureen Quinn-Sturge              Deanne Reilly                     Vinny Rosa                   
John Rotondo, Jr.                 John Rotondo, Sr.                  Flore Rowe                       
Federico Rueda                      Eve Saint                             Thomas Saint                    
Terry Sherwood            Guadalupe Silva                Katie-Ellen Spinelli           
Danielle Stallone               Frances Stallone                  Norma Steiger                     
Liberty Tabag                       David Testa                        Rosalie Travers                 
Frances Trzcinski                    Joan Virostko                    Theresa Votta                   
Brendan Wagner            Thomas Williams, Jr.             Cynthia Wilson  

This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions. 
 Saturday, December 1 
 5:00 pm Margaret Marri 
 Sunday, December 2 
 7:30 am Bridget Leavy 
 9:00 am Rosemary Gordon 
 10:30 am Andy Lalonde, 

  Eddie Flecker, 

  Dottie Zink, 

  Ferraro Family 

 12 Noon FOR ALL PARISHIONERS 

 5:30 pm Thanksgiving to the Blessed Mother for  

  her intercession 

 Monday, December 3 
 8:00 am Mary T. Ramshorn– 1st Anniversary 
 Tuesday,  December 4 
 8:00 am Cynthia Simpson 
 Wednesday, December  5 
 8:00 am Benedict Rotondo—Birthday   
  Remembrance 
 Thursday, December 6 
 8:00 am Stephen Witkowski 
 Friday, December 7 
 8:00 am Genevieve Paladino 
 5:00 pm Anne Kalman 
 Saturday, December 8, Immaculate Conception 
 8:00 am  Genevieve Fascigioni Paladino, 
  Pat Lucey, 
  Bob Sandkuhl, 
  George Bopp 
 12 Noon Joan McAleer 
 5:00 pm Eugene McDonagh 
 7:30 pm Spanish Mass 
  Luz Estela Giraldo, 
  Jaime Antonio– Living 
 Sunday, December 9 
 7:30 am Josephine Marraro 
 9:00 am Anthony and Virginia Santangelo 
     10:30 am  Edward Flecker, 

  Sr. Juliana Deptuch, 

  Nina Walsh, 

  Patricia DeVeto 

 12 Noon The Poor, The Needy, The Lonely & Sad 

 5:30 pm FOR ALL PARISHIONERS 

Nora Barrett     Anne Carbonell          Frank Carbonell         
Justin Dawson                      Tom Gilmartin        Elizabeth Jackowski 
Eugene Francis Luginsland                  MaryAnn Mulholland  
Baby Ozzi Rosa   Rick Simmons        Jonathan Schreiber               
Bob  Zorn  

 Sunday, December 9 
 9:00 am Baptism Preparation Mass, Church 
 10:00 am Baptism Preparation Gathering, Parish Center 
 11:30 am RCIA, Parish Center 
 1:00 pm Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, Gym 
 4:15 pm Youth Choir Practice, Church 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting, Cafeteria 

 Parish  calendar (continued) 
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Friday, December 7 is the  

First Friday of the month and is 

always dedicated to the 

 Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

2018 Catholic Young Adult Speaker Series 

Faith & Football 
7pm Doors Open 8:30pm Game Watch & Social 

December 3  

“Onslaught Of Evil: Preparing For Spiritual Warfare” 

 

Beer & Wings Provided   Ages 21-39 

Mulcahy’s Pub & Concert Hall 

Wantagh, New York 

Young Adult Ministry —  

Diocese Of Rockville Centre 

516-678-5800 X277 

Youngadultministry@Drvc.Org 

www.DRVCYA.Org 

CYO of Long Island Chess Tournaments 
Play tournament Chess  on behalf of your Parish 

Children in Grades 3-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Visit www.cyons.org for details or  

contact Paul@cyons.org  

 

St. Andrew the Apostle Byzantine Catholic Church 

Christmas Bake Sale and Holiday Boutique 
Saturday, December 8, 2018, 9:00 am—4:00 pm 

 Slavic Food  

 Ethnic Baked Goods 

 Basket Raffles 

 Boutique items 

 

 

 

Glen Cove—Hicksville—Syosset 

League of Mercy Medical Center 

Christmas Holiday Gift Wrapping 

At the Broadway Mall in Hicksville 

December 13th to December 24th 

From 10:00 am to 10:00 pm (Christmas eve til 4:00 pm) 

 A large selection of gift paper 

 Decorative gift bags, ribbons & bows. 

 Prices range from $2 to $5 
according to size of package and 
options chosen.  Oversize priced 
accordingly. 

 Any question or additional 

information call  Pat at 681-6690 or Ann at 390-0200 

275 Ellison Avenue 

Westbury, NY 

516-404-1162 

mailto:Youngadultministry@Drvc.Org
http://www.DRVCYA.Org
http://www.cyons.org
mailto:Paul@cyons.org
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National Night of Prayer for Life 
 

Dec. 8 @ 8:30 pm to 10:00 pm 
 

Uniting the Feast of the Immaculate Conception with the  
Feast of St. Juan Diego 

 

 

 

 

Each year we at St. Bernard’s come together for prayer and adoration as we ask 

Our Blessed Mother to protect Life and the Family, renew the Church, and 

establish Peace.  For it was on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception in 1531

(then celebrated on December 9th) that Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of 

the Americas and the unborn, first appeared to St. Juan Diego.  

On the eve of the Immaculate Conception and the vigil for St. Juan Diego, the 

National Night of Prayer for Life bridges these two great feasts to honor Our 

Blessed Mother and to pray for the sanctity of all human life. 

The National Night of Prayer for Life is a prayer service consisting of exposition 

and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary, prayer to St. Michael, silent 

prayer and prayers for the sanctity of ALL life. 

Please join us and spend some time before the Lord.  
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Sunday, December 2—Feeling drowsy?  Wake up! 
“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy...”   Lk. 21:34 

It’s easy to become “drowsy” these days, and not only for the obvious reasons that we’re all 

just over-busy and over-tired.  (Here fill in your own reasons.)  There’s the “drowsiness” we 

experience because we feel so overwhelmed by our own problems, the problems of those we 

love, and the disturbing and sometimes numbing happenings in our Church, our country, and 

our world.  Many of us would like to just curl up and go to sleep until it’s all over, making it 

really hard to energize ourselves for doing the work of the Gospel in our homes, workplaces 

and communities.  It’s easier to just sit, chill out, and drink eggnog—preferably spiked.  But 

Jesus reminds us to be vigilant.  In our drowsiness we might miss the opportunity to see the 

“signs” that God is doing something amazing in our lives and in our world.  He reminds us to 

“stand erect and raise our heads” to see the redemption and healing that God is offering us.  

Are we prepared, or snoring away? 

For Prayer and Reflection:   

Wait.  Watch.  Notice.  How is God trying to wake you up? 

 

Monday, December 3—Heartened by Hope 
“In days to come, the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the  

highest mountain .”   Is. 2:1 

Sometimes when we are overwhelmed with our own problems and the problems of society, we 

tend to forget that our world and everybody in it has always had their share of grief.  Problems 

in society, religion and family have always been there, and everyone who’s ever lived has ex-

perienced them.  We are not alone, but sometimes we isolate ourselves, and that just makes 

things worse.  It cuts us off from life, it cuts us off from hope.  (By the way, that’s why Advent 

is at this time of year.)  Hope is the general theme of this first week of Advent.  As it gets dark-

er and darker outside, that darkness can seep into our hearts, and hope can seem like a distant 

dream.  The prophet Isaiah, responding to really dark times for God’s people Israel back in the 

day, would not allow the people to lose hope. “In days to come…” people will walk according 

to God’s ways, the prophet says.  Nations will be more interested in providing food for every-

one than in killing anyone.  “Come on,” he says, “let’s walk in the light of the Lord.”  Hope is 

not magic.  It might not change the situation, but it can change us, by letting us know that  

there’s always something beyond it, worth living for. 

For Prayer and Reflection:  Think of a “dark” situation that is troubling you. 

Wait.  Watch.  Notice.  Where can you find a glimmer of divine hope? 
  

Tuesday, December 4—Wouldn’t it be nice?   
“Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; The 

calf and the young lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them.  .”   Is. 11:6 

 

How often have we seen this beautiful prophecy from Isaiah depicted on a Christmas card and 

sighed with longing?  It’s because somewhere, deep down in our souls, we know this is how 

God meant things to be.  There should be no strong vs. weak, no nation against nation, no ineq-

uitable distribution of the goods of the world, no harm or ruin in the world or in our own lives.  

Wouldn’t it be nice?  Nice, but impossible, we might say.  But God’s Word is not meant to 

tease us with impossible dreams, it’s meant to inspire us to, with God’s help, make God’s 

dreams come true.  And it starts with us and our own lives.  Advent is the season of dreams, of 

longing, of hoping, and expecting.  Dare to dream along with God—and expect results! 

For Prayer and Reflection:  What “wolf and lamb” are at odds with each other in 

your life?  What’s one step you can take to help them “lie down” with each other? 
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Wednesday, December 5— Do what you can and let God do the rest 
“They all ate and were satisfied. They picked up the fragments left over–seven baskets full. ”   Mt. 15:37 

Jesus saw a crowd of hungry people and was “moved with pity.”  Hungry people are not a thing of the past.  We see 

crowds of hungry people all over the world and in our country in news reports.   We see hungry people in person on the 

streets of New York City, and now, even on the streets of Levittown.  It’s another one of those things we feel helpless and 

hopeless about.  The problem is so big, what can one person do?  Jesus saw a need, and he didn’t leave it for someone 

else to address—he acted on it.  Never underestimate the power of one person, even if you are not Jesus.  The Servant of 

God, Dorothy Day opened a storefront in New York City during the depression to feed people and began the worldwide 

Catholic Worker movement, which has fed and housed untold numbers of people.  That’s what can happen when you start 

something and then give it over to God.  Maybe you can’t open a storefront, but everyone can donate food, volunteer at a 

soup kitchen, support international aid agencies  or just carry around fast food gift cards to give to hungry people you 

meet on the streets.  Might it be a scam?  Sure.  But what if it’s not and you missed the chance to give a hungry person a 

meal?  Jesus fed the 4000 without asking questions.   

For Prayer and Reflection:  Can you think of something you can give this Advent and Christmas time—your 

time, talent or treasure—to help someone in need?  God can multiply it in ways you can’t imagine. 
 

Thursday, December 6—Walking the Walk vs. Talking the Talk 
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the 

will of my Father in heaven.”   Mt. 7:21 

Most of us deplore hypocrisy.  These days, we are especially wary of the hypocrisy of religious leaders; those in our own 

Church, but not limited to our Church.  But if we’re honest, it’s not just some leaders who are guilty of religious hypocri-

sy, most of us have been guilty of this at one time or another.  And Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel are directed at all of 

us.  He wasn’t talking to “bad” people, then or now.  It’s just a human thing that we tend to be good at “talking the talk,” 

and not as good at “walking the walk” when it comes to living out the Gospel.  The 19th century Danish philosopher and 

poet Soren Kierkegaard had a great line about this:  “Jesus has many admirers, but very few followers.”  At the end of the 

day, it’s not how often we pray or go to church, it’s how often and how well we do God’s will that will determine if the 

Kingdom comes.  The Kingdom, after all, is no more nor less than God’s will “done on earth as it is in heaven.”  Prayer, 

worship and “talk” help, but they are no substitute for “walking.” 

For Prayer and Reflection:  Wait.  Watch.  Notice.  Do you ever “talk the talk” without “walking the walk” 

when it comes to faith?  What’s one thing you can do when you notice this happening?   
 

Friday, December 7—O What Joy!  
“On that day the deaf shall hear ... And out of gloom and darkness, the eyes of the blind shall see.”   Is. 29:18 

Imagine the joy and relief of a deaf person now able to hear, or a blind person now able to see.  Isaiah’s Advent prophe-

cies speak repeatedly about joy.  Most of us have never experienced that, but perhaps we’ve had similar experiences of 

overwhelming joy and gratitude so deep that it brings us to tears.  Joy does not mean “happiness,” although happiness 

often accompanies joy.  Joy is a sense in the depths of our soul that we will be OK, and one can have this kind of joy even 

in the midst of tragic circumstances.  Why?  Because ultimately, joy comes from knowing God is with us.  This is our 

focus during Advent as we sing with longing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.  “Emmanuel” means “God with us.”  The 

Jesuit philosopher, scientist and theologian Pierre Teilhard de Chardin said:  “Joy is the most infallible sign of the pres-

ence of God.”  This is why Advent is about joy, because Advent is about inviting, hoping for, and expecting God’s pres-

ence with us in a new way each year.   

For Prayer and Reflection:  What part of your life most needs “God-with-you” right now?  Make this your 

Advent prayer, and see if you begin to feel a little more “joy” about it. 
 

Saturday, December 8/The Immaculate Conception of Mary -Tell God I Say Yes  
“On that day the deaf shall hear ... And out of gloom and darkness, the eyes of the blind shall see.”   Is. 29:18 

Mary was truly unique—prepared by God from before her birth with the strength to assent to the most amazing request.  

This is what this day celebrates:  MARY’S conception, not Jesus’.  But it was all ultimately about Jesus.  Mary’s assent 

years later was quite remarkable when you think about it.  Hymn-writer John Bell puts it this way:  No payment was 

promised/No promises made/No wedding was dated/No blueprint displayed/Yet Mary, consenting to what none could 

guess/Replied with conviction:  “Tell God I say yes.”  (OneLicense.net #A708486)  

For Prayer and Reflection:  We are all “mothers of God.”  How might God be asking you to bring Jesus to 

birth in your own life situation?  
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Pregnant?  Need Help? 

Birthright, Inc. 

24 hour Helpline 1-800-550-4900 
 

Wantagh 516-785-4070 

Islip 631-277-3888 
 

Rocky Point 631-821-9727 

Hampton Bays 631-728-8900 

Southold 631-876-5138 

Mid-Week Mid-Morning Book Discussion 
Bryan Stevenson was a newly minted lawyer fresh 

out of Harvard Law School when he took on the case of 

Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to 

die for a notorious murder he insisted 

he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan 

into a tangle of conspiracy, political 

machination, and legal 

brinksmanship—and transformed his 

understanding of mercy and justice 

forever.  Here is a powerful true story 

about the potential for mercy to 

redeem us - a stirring testament to the 

salvation that fighting for the 

vulnerable sometimes yields. 

Join your fellow parishioners on Wednesday 

December 5th at 10 AM in the St. Bernard Parish 

Center for an informal discussion of NY Times best-

selling Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. 

For more information please contact Wally Rodier 

at 516-731-6690 or wrodi@verizon.net. 

 

St. Bernard’s 

Alzheimer’s  

Caregiver 

Support Group 

meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th TUESDAY of the 

month from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon  in St. Bernard's 

Parish Center.  This program is designed to help each 

other cope with the challenging situation of dealing 

with someone with dementia.   

For more information, please call Sister Maureen Ashe, 

at 646-241-8497.  

Mark Your Calendar: 
 

Thursday, December 7, 5 pm – Mass for 

our Catholic Daughter sister, Anne 

Kalman. 

 

Friday, December 8 - Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception. See bulletin for Mass schedule. 

 

Thursday, December 13, 7:30 pm – CDA meeting in 

the Parish Center 

 

Friday, December 21 – Deadline for 2019 National 

Education Contest open to Catholic and non-Catholic 

students. Choose one of the following themes: “Here I 

Am Lord. I Come To Do Your Will.” Ps. 40 or 

“Doing My Best To Do Good”. Contact Pam Wells at 

waymap@aol.com for divisions by grade and 

categories of entry.  

 

SAVE THIS DATE: Saturday, January 12, 

Anniversary Luncheon at Venere Restaurant. Cost is 

$30 per person. 

 

Scholarships Are Available – at the Court, County, 

State and National levels. Deadlines for applications 

vary. Contact Pam Wells at waymap@aol.com for 

rules and application forms. 

 

CDA always welcomes new members.  

 

Are you a man or woman over 50?   
 

Spirituality  
for the  

Golden Years 
 

 

NEXT MEETING: 
 

Tuesday, December 11 

1:30 p.m.  

Parish Center 
 

This month’s Topic:   
The Present of Presence. 

 

Leader: Sister Jo Ann Walsh, R.S.M. 

mailto:waymap@aol.com
mailto:waymap@aol.com
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Sunday, December 2. First Sunday of Advent. 

Jeremiah 33:14-16. Psalm 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14; 1  

Thessalonians 3:12—4:2;  Luke  21:25-28, 34-36. 

Monday, December 3. Memorial Of Saint Francis 

Xavier, Priest. Isaiah 2:1-5  Psalm 122:1-9;  Matthew 

8:5-11. 

 Tuesday, December 4.  Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 

7-8, 12-13, 17; Luke 10:21-24. 

Wednesday, December 5.  Isaiah 25:6-10a; Psalm 

23:1-6;   Matthew 15:29-37. 

Thursday December 6.  Isaiah 26:1-6; Psalm 118:1 

And 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Isaiah 55:6; Matthew 7:21, 24-

27.  

Friday, December 7. Memorial Of Saint Ambrose, 

Bishop And Doctor Of The Church Isaiah 29:17-24; 

Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14;  Matthew 9:27-31. 

Saturday, December 8. Solemnity of The 

Immaculate Conception Of The Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98:1-4; Ephesians 1:3

-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38. 

Sunday, December 9. Second Sunday Of Advent. 

Baruch 5:1-9; Psalm 126:1-6; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; 

Luke 3:1-6.  

 Daily readings can be found online at:  

www.usccb.org/bible/readings 

The Ride Home 

This feature is for families to share their thoughts 

as they travel to and from Church. 
 

 

 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 

 

December 2, 2018 

 

Adults: What have been the strengths of your prayer 

life? What habit of prayer could you strengthen during 

this Advent season? 

 

Children: What prayers will you say each day and each 

week during Advent? 

Readings for  

December 2, 2018—December 9, 2018 

 
Focus on Religious Freedom 

 
From  

Catholics for Freedom of Religion - 
CFFR 

 
www.cffor.org 

 
 

“To the American People: Christmas is not a time or a season 

but a state of mind. To cherish peace and good will, to be 

plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas. If we 

think on these things, there will be born in us a Savior and over 

us will shine a star sending its gleam of hope to the world.” 

~Calvin Coolidge 

The Twelve Rules of Christmas – Part 1:Compiled by 

The Rutherford Institute Attorneys 

1. Public school students' written or spoken personal 

expressions about Christmas (e.g. "Jesus is the Reason 

for the Season" t-shirts) may not be censored by school 

officials. 

2. Teachers are permitted to wear Christmas-related clothing or 

jewelry so long as they are generally permitted to wear clothing 

or jewelry about other holidays. 

3. Public schools may teach students about the 

Christmas holiday, including its religious significance, 

so long as it is taught objectively for secular purposes 

such as its historical or cultural importance. 

4. Teachers may send Christmas cards to the families of their 

students so long as they do so on their own time, outside of 

school hours. 

5. Public schools may include Christmas music, 

including those with religious themes, in their choral 

programs if the songs are included for a secular purpose 

such as their musical quality or cultural value or if the 

songs are part of an overall performance including other 

holiday songs. 

6. Public schools may not require students to sing Christmas 

songs whose messages conflict with the students' own religious 

or nonreligious views. 

“Mankind is a great, an immense family… This is proved 

by what we feel in our hearts at Christmas.” ~Pope John 

Paul XXIII 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings
http://www.cffor.org
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Parish social ministry    
Sr. Christine Sammons,  O.P.,  731-6074 

St. Vincent de Paul: 
One last, huge THANK YOU! to any and every-one 

who helped in any way to make Thanksgiving 

possible for so many!  It does take a village, and we 

are grateful to all who pitched in!  Your generosity is 

just unbelievable!  We are truly blessed! 

Also, we will not be making requests for food for the 

pantry for the next couple of weeks! 

 

Clothing Collections: 
Thanks to Carol and Ted Blach and the Charitable 

KIDZ for collecting children’s coats for our neighbors 

at Ethical Friends of Children.  We were able to send 

10 bags of new and gently used coats.  Thanks to 

everyone who donated! 

 

Guess what! 
Continuing this weekend, 

parishioners are invited to 

take a tag from the giving 

tree which is in the prayer 

room, and purchase the 

gift noted on the tag. 

 

 

 Gifts/gift cards may be dropped off at our office, 

Monday-Friday, between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.. 

 Gift cards may be deposited in the collection 

baskets at the Sunday masses.  They will find a 

way to us! 

 Gifts should not be placed in the food bin at the 

front doors of church.  Chances are that they will 

not find their way to our office. 

 Please return all gifts no later than Sunday, 

December 16th so we have enough time to sort 

and distribute the gifts. 

 In the event that you missed getting a tag from our 

Giving Tree, if you wish, we would be happy to 

accept a supermarket, Walmart, Target gift card.  

We can always use them during the year.  As 

always, thank you for your big hearts! God bless! 

 

This is a huge adventure, so we really 

appreciate your assistance and cooperation! 
 

 

ENERGY FORUM FEEDBACK! 
Each year, PSEG Long Island holds an Energy Forum to 

give important updates to those who work with low-income 

Long Islanders.  (Did you know that 6.7% of Long 

Islanders are below the federal poverty level?)  These tips 

help our neighbors stretch their dollars, and are often fairly 

easy to access. 

1. PSEG Household Assistance Rate application is for 

anyone/family receiving HEAP, Medicaid, SNAP, 

Temporary Assistance or Veteran’s pension.  We have 

this simple application, and can help you apply. 

2. HEAP is a federally-funded program which is open 

now, and is available to those who pay directly for heat, 

or pay for heat in their rent.  We have applications.  

Nassau County HEAP is at (516) 565-4327; seniors at 

(516) 227-7386.  1 person household gross monthly 

income:  $2391; 2 person income: $3,127 (and add $540 

for each additional person.) 

3. Emergency HEAP:  Heating emergency requires a 

utility termination and/or little to no fuel in tank.  

Benefits based on heating source. 

4. REAP is a free PSEG Long Island program for income 

eligible customers designed to help them save money 

and lower electric bills.  A free energy audit is 

performed to those who have a PSEG account number.  

Income guidelines: 1 person household:  $56,700 or 

less; 2 person household $64,800 or less, etc. We have 

all the details on this great program. 

5. PSEG Consumer Advocates can provide guidance and 

assistance in applying for various social services 

programs for customer experiencing financial problems. 

(516) 454-4331 

6. Project Warmth can provide funds to pay for heating in 

emergency circumstances for those who have exhausted 

HEAP and emergency HEAP benefits, or for those 

whose income exceeds the HEAP guidelines.  We can 

submit these applications; there are no income 

guidelines but an emergency is necessary.  Will pay up 

to $600 in fuel costs. 

7. Heating Equipment Clean and Tune: for homeowners, 

equipment more than 12 months old/not cleaned in 12 

months. 

 

To test eligibility for many of these programs, as well as 

SNAP, go to www.mybenefits.ny.gov and you will be 

walked through a series of prompts to help you see if you 

are eligible.  We can help, as well!  Please feel free to call 

our office! 

http://www.mybenefits.ny.gov
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Total Raised to Date $1,528,100 

Percentage raised toward our 

goal 
87% 

Number of Pledges 556 

How much was contributed on 

Giving Tuesday 

$960 

So when are we going to start our project? 
 

Last July. That was the plan.  We were going to hire the engineers and architects to 

draw up the plans so we could get started on our renovation of the parish campus. 

The only thing we needed was to give them a budget amount. It made no sense if 

they planned us a $5 million project if our budget was $1.75 million. (The budget IS 

$1.75 million.) 

 

But there is no sense in telling them we can afford $1.75 million if we can only raise 

$1.5 million. (So far we have raised $1.5 million.)  We’re trying to get that last 

$221,900 pledged so we can get going.  Parishioners ran a sports night at a local 

restaurant to present the case to the hundreds of families who are involved in 

Levittown sports and who want to see our wonderful plans for our parish come to 

fruition. (Twenty people came.)  We joined the nation-wide movement of #Giving 

Tuesday this past week where people made online donations to charities of their 

choice.  We received a total of $960 through that effort. 

 

So we need just one thing more to get going: the pledges of everyone who is still 

intending to pledge.  Each day we meet people who say, “I’m planning on sending 

in my pledge.”  If you’re reading this and wondering when we’re going to start our 

project and you haven’t sent in a pledge yet, then you hold the answer to that 

question.  Can you spare $10 a week?  Did you know that if you and only 85 other 

families made that pledge we could get started?  Or if you are blessed enough to 

afford $20 a week...then you and only 42 other families pledging the same would get 

us started.  We thank the 556 families who pledged so far.  There are 4,444 others 

out there we’re looking to hear from this week.  We’re ready.  We’re set. Just need 

to GO! 

 



PPHHIILL  CCEEPPAARRAANNOO PLUMBING & HEATING
All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat 
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER
Highly Recommended By His Customers

TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

RAYMOND NARDO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

129 Third St.,  Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?

Do You Need a Will?
516-248-2121

AL FAZZIOLA, Independent Insurance Agent
•Medicare Advantage & Supplement Plans•Part D (Rx Drug Plans)

•Special Needs Plans
P. 516-735-7375        F. 516-453-6792     alfazziola@gmail.com

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514

George Holub, Computer Surgeon
Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

The Computer Surgeons
“We Make Your Computer Healthy Again”
PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600          Fax (631) 242-8084

www.thecomputersurgeons.com

DIVISION CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections
40 Division Ave.
Levittown

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
125 Old Country Road 655 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714 Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 935-7100 (516) 938-4311

“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

All Plumbing Repairs
All Bathroom Leaks 

Special discount for all
veterans and 

military families
516-796-2100

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR. 

EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 

7 9 8 - 8 9 4 3
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731-8900

LEVITTOWN HICKSVILLE
2786 Hempstead Tpk. 47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 796-0400 (516) 931-0262

QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com

Serving the Parish Area

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small

Insured

516-454-6557

And
Holidays

ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Lic/Ins

Comforting Families Since 1924

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com
Beth Dalton-Costello

MMaarryy  AAnnnn  NNuuzzzzii,,  CC..PP..AA..
INCOME TAXES

• Available Year-Round
516-731-4635

Licensed Master Plumber
Serving the community

since 1990

631-724-3242
www.watermillcaterers.com • Smithtown,NYatermillcaterers.com • Smithtown,NY

Full Service  
Catholic Burial & 

Cremation Services OsheaFuneral.com

62 Carleton Avenue 
East Islip, NY 11730
(631) 581-2828

603 Wantagh Avenue
Wantagh, NY 11793
(516) 731-5550

2515 N Jerusalem Road
East Meadow, NY 11554

(516) 826-1010
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DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH 
OF MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT

For Catholic Health Services doctors and 
hospitals near you call 855-CHS-4500


