
  

 

 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 19, 2017 

Blessed are those who hope in the Lord. 

 A community of Faith                hope              and love                    
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Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed 
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation! 

Confessions: 
Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm.  Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and 
Benediction: 
Monday: Check schedule on page 4. 

Morning Prayer: 
Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are 
available.  

Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our 
Christian community!  Baptisms are held on select Sundays at 
1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before 
an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born – 
to ensure enough time to complete the baptism 
preparation process.  Our three-step preparation process 
includes:  1)  at-home reading and preparation by the parents; 
2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff; 
and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning 
gathering,  which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am 
“Family-friendly” Mass.  Please call 731-4220 or e-mail 
parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information 
and preparation packet. 

Marriages:  Church arrangements should be made at least 
6 months before  the marriage and before making any 
contracts with restaurants or caterers.  Please call the 
Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest,  731-4220. 

Ministry to the Sick and Aging:  If you are,  or know of 
someone who is  homebound and would like to receive Holy 
Communion,  please call the rectory at 731-4220. 

St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218  
Usher Coordinator: John Lyons  (516) 390-5150 or                                   
Jlyons8234@gmail.com 

Spiritual Life 

Schedule of Masses: 
Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,                     
12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass) 
Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith, Hope 
and Love at St. Bernard’s?  Sign-up and get to know us at 
one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and Wel-
come evenings! For information, call the parish office at  
516-731-4220, or download a form from our website 
www.stbernardchurch.org.  Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on 
the bottom of the home page form.  If you move away,  
please notify us as well.  

S T.BERNARD’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

516-731-4220 Phone/516-731-4355 Fax  
Email: Parish@StBernardChurch.org 
Website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor                                 

Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org                           
ext. 130 

Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor                
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 128 
Father Innocent Mbaegbu 
 ebere1212@yahoo.com    

Deacon John Blakeney                                             
DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org     

           516-731-4220 
Deacon James Flannery                                         

Aquinas69@gmail.com 
 516-731-4220 

Deacon Timm Taylor                                  
DeaconTimm@StBernardChurch.org  

             516-731-4220 
Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education 

RelEd@StBernardChurch.org 
 516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax 

The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays. 
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,   

Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry 
PSM@StBernardChurch.org                                 

516-731-6074 
Ms. Sarah Kropac, Coordinator of Youth Ministry   

skropac@stbernardchurch.org                                         
 

Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music 
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 142 
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate               

DVella@StBernardChurch.org 
ext. 143 

Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan                  
Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org                          

516-731-4220 
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager 

facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org  
            ext. 120 

Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance 
Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org 

        ext. 126 
CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org 

website: www.stbernardcyo.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 

With faith, hope, and love the people of   

St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to 

bring the gospel of  Jesus 

 to the Levittown Community and beyond. 

mailto:Bulletin@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:parish@stbernardslevittown.org
mailto:Jlyons8234@gmail.com
http://www.StBernardChurch.org
http://www.stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Parish@Stbernardchurch.org
http://www.StBernardChurch.org
mailto:shepherd@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:FrNohsBest@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:ebere1212@yahoo.com
mailto:DeaconJohn@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Aquinas69@gmail.com
mailto:DeaconTimm@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:deacontimm@stbernardslevittown.org
mailto:RelEd@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:PSM@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:skropac@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:MJWitte@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:dvella@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Sacristan@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Maintenance@Stbernardchurch.org
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Presidential Speech 
  

E– mail Father Ralph:  shepherd@StBernardChurch.org 

When I was a child, there was no such thing as “President’s Day.”  We 

celebrated George Washington’s birthday on February 22nd and Abraham 

Lincoln’s Birthday was celebrated on February 12th.  In 1971 the “Presidents’ 

Day” holiday on the third Monday of February was created.  The day now 

commemorates all the past presidents of the USA. 

When I was a child,  we were taught respect for the presidency. While I 

remember my elders talking about what they liked or disliked about policies, I 

cannot think of a time when they said mean things about a president himself.  I 

have been saddened over the past few decades as people started to personally 

attack President Bush, President Obama and now President Trump. This has 

become culturally acceptable, perhaps demandable, as social media is being 

used to lock down people into adversarial camps where they refuse to listen to 

each other as they post mean things about our elected officials. 

Now the only admirable aspect to these mean tweets is that none of us are 

being imprisoned for publishing or speaking anti-presidential opinions.  My 

brother priests from Nigeria are amazed at this, for in their country and in 

other parts of the world, even whispered criticisms against the national leader 

can get people arrested, jailed, tortured or even killed.  We take our American 

freedom of speech for granted. 

But while we have a right to speak this way, the negative talk stands in direct 

opposition to Jesus. In today’s rather challenging gospel (Matthew 5:38-48) he 

says, “Offer no resistance to one who is evil. When someone strikes you on 

your right cheek, turn the other one as well...Love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly Father.”  

“Love your enemies” sounds so nice when we apply it to others, but it’s really 

meant to guide how we talk about others, including our presidents.  If we want 

our children to grow up to be loving and caring (and not bullies), they ought 

not hear mean-spirited talk -- whether it’s against men, women and other 

children who came to this country without documents or whether it’s against 

moms and dad who are billionaires and their children!  Name calling is our 

American right, but it’s our Christian duty to be loving in our speech instead. 

When I was a child, I was taught respect for my country but respect for Jesus 

over and above respect for country. That’s still my priority. 

Arizona Greetings 

Sorry to miss seeing you this 

weekend as I’m with my dad 

in Arizona to visit his sister 

and brother.  The church here 

is thriving -- churches hold 

thousands of people (not 

hundreds as on Long Island) 

and they’re quite filled on 

Sundays.  Even during the 

week there were several 

hundred people at the daily 

Mass.  So it encourages me to 

keep our parish thriving. 

Please keep reaching out to 

friends and family and bring 

them to the place where they 

can experience God in our 

midst. 

 

Bring in your Palms 

Ash Wednesday is soon upon 

us.  Please bring in your old 

palms next weekend and put 

them in the wicker baskets in 

church. (Please do not leave 

them in plastic bags.) We’ll 

be burning them at 7:30pm 

on Monday, February 27th 

near the school entrance. 

Bring your children to this 

exciting tradition.  

mailto:shepherd@stbernardchurch.org
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      Gifts of treasure            Parish News 

Please continue to fulfill your pledge commitment 

so that all of the planned projects can be accomplished. 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Capital Campaign  

   Goal:     $1,000,000.00 

   Pledged:    $1,199,925.00 

    Collected to date:  $1,135,081.00 

 Monday, February 20, President’s Day 
After 8am Mass Miraculous Medal Novena, Church 

 2:00 pm Zumba Gold, Parish Center 

 Tuesday, February 21 
 10:00 am Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center 

 11:00 am Alzheimer Caregiver Support Group,  
    Parish Center 

 6:15 pm Children’s Choir, Parish Center 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 316, Cafeteria 

 7:00 pm Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room 

 7:00 pm Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206 

 7:30 pm AA Meeting, School Room 207 

 7:30 pm Adult Choir Practice, Church 

 Wednesday, February 22 
 2:00 pm Zumba Gold, Parish Center 

 4:00 pm Prayer Retreat Assembly Level 1 GIFT  
   Program, Cafeteria 

 7:30 pm Folk Group Rehearsal, Off-site 

 8:00 pm Bread of Life Prayer Group, Parish Center 

 

Sunday collections 

 February 12, 2017        February 14, 2016 

 $  11,755.85     $ 11,394.05  

 474 envelopes    512 envelopes   

Faith Direct 

 $     2,776.25     $    2,054.72  

Total Collection 

 $  14,532.10     $   13,448.77  

Catholic Daughters Court St. Pius #1690 

Meeting February 25, 1:00 pm  

 in Parish Center 

Mid-Week Mid-Morning Book 
Discussion 

Join your fellow parishioners for an informal discussion 

of Fredrik Backman’s internationally acclaimed A Man 

Called Ove (368 pages), a thoughtful exploration of the 

profound impact one life has on countless others, on 

Wednesday, February 22 at 10 am in the Parish 

Center.  For more information contact Wally Rodier at 

wrodi@verizon.net or 516-731-6690. 

Faith Direct 

Have you enrolled yet? 
www.faithdirect.net   Code = NY272 

 Parish  calendar (Subject to change) 

Blood Drive 

Sunday, February 26, 2017 

8:30am - 2:30pm 
See page 12 for details 

Holy Hour To Pray for our Nation 

Saturday, February 25th, 2017.  From 12:00 – 1:00.  

See page 13 for details 

 

 
 

Thanks to the awesome volunteers  

Who got our most recent Lenten mailing out. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are extremely grateful for all of your help!   

Diane W.    

Andrew J. Brymer 

Mary Essig 

Ann Kelly 

Sandy Leonard 

Rosemary McNerney 

Ita Murphy 

Ronnie Tear 

Mary Ziesig  

mailto:wrodi@verizon.net
http://www.faithdirect.net
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Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List 

Pray for our beloved deceased 

 and those who mourn for them 

Camilla Dura ( Father Innocent’s mother) 

Veronica M. Howlett           Robert Moller    

Josephine Quinto         Andrew Peter Sabo   

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.  
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.  

Thank you for cooperating and God bless all. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH 

Baby Mason Francis Combs   
Susan Arena                           Brian Austin                      Arlene Barsch                   
Kathleen Biscardi                 Eileen Bopp                           Irene Boyce                            
Jean Caprera                          Rosemary Clark                     Ed Costello                        
Diane DeSalvo                       Monica DeLaRosa           Debra Dowdell                 
Margaret Dowdell               Gerry Finlan                                Jim Finlan                            
Linda Fitz                           Kathleen Flaherty                       Rich Fuleki                         
Teresita Gallego                 Regina Gorman                 Colleen Grasing                    
John Guiffre                             Mike Hach                      Patricia Hafner                  
Carolyn Hakim                      Cynthia Hansen                     Donna Hare                            
John Hartofil                        Judy Hupfer                             Vicki Jacona                         
Steve Jugan                          Jerome W. Kalkhof              Anne Kalman             
Katherine Anne Kwestel             Violet Kwestel              Tia Mabanta                       
Andrew Mahoney                Lucy Marconi                 Gene McDonagh            
William McDonagh           Teresa McDonald      Dr. John McLaughlin                
Mary McLean                Mary Messina                  Irmgard Montanino               
Kerri Orlando                           Johnny Perdue                   Rosina Perri                     
Raymond Pfeifer              Catherine Pipinou                Joan Rampolla              
Fred Rappa                     Laureen Quinn-Sturge             Deanne Reilly                
John Rotondo, Jr.               John Rotondo, Sr.                    Flore Rowe                     
Federico Rueda                        Terri Saccente                         Eve Saint                          
Thomas Saint                       Angela Scilla                     Terry Sherwood                       
Norma Steiger                     David Testa                        Rosalie Travers                      
Jerry Valinoti                        Donna Vollaro                    Theresa Votta                 
Brendan Wagner              Richard Yankowski                    Frank Zizzo  

Carmela Bonomo                 Salvatore Bonomo          Bill Boyce                       

Betty DeCostanza          Maureen Guarino             Sarah Levine         

Baby Gavin Pierre            Jessica Greco Pierre  Yolanda Ramos        

 

Help Us Keep the Sick List Up-to-date 

When your loved one’s health improves, please call the 

rectory at 516-731-4220  to let us know so their name 

can be removed from the sick list. It is important that the 

list remain current.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 Parish  calendar (Subject to change) 

         mass intentions 

 Thursday, February 23 
 10:00 am Shawl Ministry, Parish Center 

 2:15 pm  St. Vincent Meeting, Clairvaux House  

 4:00 pm Snow Day—Prayer Retreat Assembly 
    Level 1 GIFT Program, Cafeteria 

 Friday, February 24 
 6:00 pm Girl Scout Cadette Troup, Parish Center 

 Saturday, February 25 
 9:00 am DRVC Faith Formation Baptism Class,  
   Parish Center 

 11:00 am Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria 

 12:00 Noon Holy Hour To Pray for our Nation, Church 

 1:00 pm Catholic Daughters Meeting, Parish Center 

 6:00 pm Sacred Heart Community, Parish Center 

 Sunday, February 26, Blood Drive & Girl Scout 

   Cookie Sale  
 4:15 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal, Church  

 6:30 pm Youth Ministry Meeting, YM Room 

 8:00 pm AA Meeting, Cafeteria 

This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions. 
 Monday, February 20 

 8:00 am Charles Urbach 

 Tuesday, February 21 

 8:00 am Frank McBrien 

Wednesday, February 22 

 8:00 am  

 Thursday, February 23 

 8:00 am Theresa LaBella and Steve Bryan 

 Friday, February 24 

 8:00 am  

 Saturday, February 25 

 8:00 am Mary F. McNulty, 

  Michael Tumbarello 

 5:00 pm Rev. Paul DeVine 

 Sunday, February 26 

 7:30 am Michael Giampetruzzi 

 9:00 am Rev. Msgr. George P. Graham 

 10:30 am Andrew Sabo, 

  Robert E. Harlow, 

  William and Marie Bailey, 

  For all parishioners 

 12 Noon Paul V. Seamon, Sr. 

 5:30 pm Lawrence Byrne 
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  AWAKENING FAITH 

     by Diane Vella  
Over the next several 
weeks we’ll address 
some of the topics 

from our Awakening 
Faith discussion 

groups. 
 
  You don’t have to be a religious skeptic to sometimes 

ask the question, “Is the Bible really true?”  Sometimes, 

even people of great faith have a hard time with some of 

the stuff in the Bible.  How does the fact that the Bible says 

the whole universe was created in 6 days square with the 

Big Bang and Darwin?  Did Jonah really survive for 3 days 

in the belly of a large fish and then get regurgitated out?  

Did Jesus really do all those miracles?  What’s a Christian 

who’s both faithful to God and faithful to the modern 

world to think?   IS the Bible true?? What does the Catholic 

Church say about this? 

 Part of the problem is that very few Catholics have 

taken part in programs to educate themselves on HOW to 

read and interpret the Bible.  Their knowledge of the Bible 

is limited to the stories they hear in Church, and to what 

they learned in their religion classes as children.  The 

problem is that neither of those experiences really delves 

into the background of the Bible, or into how to approach 

the Bible as an adult for greater understanding and 

meaning.  If they did, they would learn three “keys” to 

understanding the Bible; what I like to call the Bible Study 

Basics.  Here they are: 

 1. The Bible is not one book, but a COLLECTION 

of different books written across a span of A 

THOUSAND years by many different authors.  (“Bible” 

means “library!)  And the books don’t appear in the order 

in which they were written!  The book of Genesis, which 

deals with religious (not scientific!) questions about the 

origin of the world and the purpose of human life, appears 

first in the Bible because of the subject matter, which is the 

“first” things, not because it was written first.  Also, there 

were LOTS of ancient Jewish and Christian books written 

during the same time period that DIDN’T get into the 

Bible.  Centuries ago, Jewish and Christian leaders chose 

and “canonized” which books would be included in the 

Bible based on a number of criteria. Knowing this helps us 

understand the reason for inconsistencies in content, style, 

and even the images used to describe and portray God.  

For example, the Book of Genesis actually contains 2 

different stories about the creation of the world.  They were 

written independently of each other, about 500 years apart 

in different parts of ancient Israel by authors who had very 

different concerns.  They “describe” God and creation very 

differently, although they express the same religious truths.   

 2.  The written Bible stories are the products of 

ORAL TRADITION.  In some cases, stories were passed 

down orally for hundreds of years before they were written 

down.  For example, the story of Moses and the Exodus 

was written down between 300-700 years after it happened! 

Now you’re probably thinking immediately of the game 

“telephone,” knowing that a message whispered from one 

person to the next gets changed as it goes through many 

different ears.  So how can we possibly trust that stories 

passed down orally for hundreds of years weren’t changed?  

The key is understanding what “oral tradition” really 

means.  It’s nothing like a game of telephone!  It’s hard for 

us to imagine today, but in ancient societies where most 

people were unable to read or write, oral tradition 

(“tradition” means “handing on”) was the normal means 

of conveying and preserving information.  It took a ritual 

form, as communities would gather together in a sacred 

assembly and “hand on” the important stories of the 

community in this setting. Anthropologists tell us that the 

“handing on” of stories in this sacred ritual format by 

communities of people whose normal means of sharing 

information was oral insures highly accurate transmission.  

This is certainly not in any way similar to “telephone,” 

which involves communication between individuals who 

can easily misinterpret, and who are not steeped in the 

practice of oral tradition! 

 3.  The books of the Bible represent various literary 

forms or genres.  There are poems, parables, myths, fiction, 

ancient biographies (different from modern ones) and 

interpreted histories (different from the factual histories we 

are used to.)  Knowing the literary form of a Biblical 

passage helps us understand it, just like knowing whether 

you’re reading a news story or an editorial in the 

newspaper or online helps us understand what we’re 

reading.  For example, it’s really important when reading 

the Old Testament Book of Jonah to know what KIND of 

literature this is.  Biblical Scholars (Jewish and Christian, 

including Catholic scholars) have identified the story of 

Jonah (you know—the guy who runs away from God and 

gets eaten and spat up by a large fish) as a work of didactic 

fiction. It’s a parable of sorts, designed to communicate 

several messages about God, human beings, and their 

relationship.  Any of us who have ever tried to run away 

from something and wound up “in the belly of a fish” or 

“in a pickle” can relate to this message.  Understanding 

this story for what it really is—rather than taking it 

literally—opens up great new possibilities for religious 

understanding and spiritual growth.   

Wanna know more??  Come to Introduction to Reading the 

Bible, evening/morning April 20/21 
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  Adult faith formation   

 
 

LENT BEGINS ASH WEDNESDAY MARCH 1!  
Mass at 7 and 9 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.   Services at 12:00 noon, 3:30 and 5:00 p.m. 

 
EVENING PRAYER 

Candles, incense, chant, music, guest preachers 
Starts Wed. March 15, with guest preacher  

Father Gerard Gentleman,  
and continues March 22,  29, April 5, 7:30 p.m.  

 

 
AWAKENING FAITH 

Informal study and discussion for seekers in their 20s-40s  
 4 Saturdays starts  March. 18, 9:00-10:15 a.m. 

School Youth Ministry Room 
 
 

FRIDAY ADORATION 12:00 p.m.  
FRIDAY STATIONS OF THE CROSS 7:30 p.m.  +  VIA CRUCIS EN ESPAÑOL VIERNES 8:15 p.m.  

 
JOIN US FOR STATIONS OF THE CROSS ALONG THE TURNPIKE SAT.  APRIL 1, NOON 

 
RECONCILIATION DAY  APRIL 10, 3-7 pm 

 
 

PARISH LENT MISSION WITH DEACON KEVIN MC CORMACK 

 

Are you looking for God in all the wrong places and missing the God right under your nose? 

Deacon Kevin McCormack will lead us in re-discovering the way to God through 
 

 
 

 

Deacon Kevin will preach at all Masses 
Mar. 4-5.  Join us for the mission! 

 

Sun. mar. 5—tues. mar. 7 

7:30 p.m. 

 

Come and bring friends! 

Kevin McCormack is an ordained Deacon serving at  
Our Lady of Peace parish in Lynbrook. Involved in  
Catholic education for over 30 years, Deacon Kevin 
 is the principal at Xaverian High School, Brooklyn.   
He also co-hosts WABC 770's Religion on the Line with 
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik on Sunday Mornings 7:30 -9:00 
am.  Deacon Kevin has presented theological study 
days and courses, days of reflections and parish mis-
sions throughout the Brooklyn and Rockville Centre 
Dioceses as well as the Archdiocese of New York and 
Newark.  He and his family live in Lynbrook. 
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Sat:  10 AM-4PM.  If you have questions or concerns 

about health insurance, including Medicare, Medicaid, 

Child Health Plus, etc. please call them. They are most 

eager to keep everyone as healthy as possible and will even 

visit you at home to walk you through the process. 

 

Levittown Chamber of Commerce: 

On Wednesday, February 8th, Father Ralph and Sister 

Christine were the guests of the Levittown Chamber of 

Commerce’s Installation of new Officers and Directors.  

They received a plaque in recognition of the work of Parish 

Social Ministry, and citations from: 
 

 Nassau County Legislator Dennis Dunne  
 Town of Hempstead Supervisor, Anthony Santino  
 New York State Assemblyman, Thomas McKevitt 
 

Also recognized at the event were the Nassau County 

Police Department, YES Community Counseling Center,  

Anthony Testaverde (LICIL), and Kevin Regan, Sr.  St. 

Bernard’s Parish was well represented , including the new 

President of the Chamber of Commerce, Joan Lynch!  The 

plaque and citations were accepted in the name of every 

individual and group in the community who makes Parish 

Social Ministry alive and well in Levittown! 

 

Bethpage Federal Credit Union Volunteer  

Income Tax Assistance Locations:   

The V.I.T.A. program offers free tax help for low-to-

moderate-income ($55,000 and below) individuals and 

families, until April 8th at various locations in Nassau 

County.  Other weekday options are available.  The 

following information is needed: 

 Photo ID, social security cards 

 Current year’s tax package if you received one, from all 

employers 

 Wage and earning statements 

 Interest and dividend statements from banks 

 Last year’s federal and state returns if available 

 Bank routing and account numbers for direct deposit 

 Total paid for day care and provider’s tax ID. 

For more information, please contact Community 

Development at (516) 349-4288. 

 

Skills USA Club: 

The students and staff of the Gerald R. Claps Career 

and Technical Center of Levittown collected warm 

hats, gloves and scarves for our friends who are exposed 

to the cold weather this winter.  We are grateful for their 

kind generosity, and will distribute their gifts to those in 

need.  Special thanks to Maria Emeric, the lead advisor. 

Parish social ministry         Sr. Christine Sammons,  O.P.,  731-6074 

The Souper Bowl of Caring: 

Our Charitable KIDZ would like to report that as of 

February 13th, the 

total (so far) of 

donations to the 

Souper Bowl of 

Caring came to 

$9022.55 plus 

$5,000.00 from an 

anonymous donor.  

It is not too late to 

donate:  visit our 

office, the rectory 

or the collection 

basket…just make 

sure to indicate “Souper Bowl of Caring” so we can add it 

to our final total!  On Saturday, March 4th, when the 

Charitable KIDZ meet, we will present a check for our total 

amount to our two Nigerian priests, Fathers Innocent I and 

II, in a symbolic gesture of solidarity with the people of 

Father Patrick’s village.   You might be interested to know 

that we collected about $550.00 in coins—it took three 

people to get the coins to the bank!  

 

St. Vincent de Paul: 

We neglected to say that we received a substantial donation 

of soup from Abbey Lane School who also participated in 

the Souper Bowl of Caring.  So many wonderful people in 

the Levittown community. 
 

This week, our pantry needs include: 
 

 Regular size jars of peanut butter 
 Regular size jars of jelly 
 Macaroni & cheese 
 Canned meat (chicken, tuna) 
 Canned or dry beans 
 Oatmeal (packets, canister) 
 Toilet paper (no paper towels, please!) 
 

As always, please remember the poor boxes and to 

 “buy one, get one free!” 

 

Fidelis Care: 

Fidelis Care is the New York State Catholic, not-for-profit 

agency committed to assist the under-served in accessing 

quality healthcare and other basic needs to assure quality of 

life.  Their agents can address various language needs, and 

will advocate with new and current “members” to obtain 

the most appropriate health insurance, even if it is not 

through Fidelis Care.  Their local office is at 180 Post 

Avenue, Westbury; (516) 334-6588, M-F:  9 AM-7 PM; 
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St. Bernard’S Center for  religiouS eduCation   

Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director,  516-731-8511  

Brother John Blazo’s Visit 

Recently, Brother John Blazo, a Maryknoll 

Missionary, came to visit the students in our religious 

education program.  He spoke to those in levels 3, 4, 5, 

and 7 on Thursday and shared a little bit about his own 

life.  As a youngster he contracted polio and was placed 

in the hospital for several months.  With time and 

therapy, he learned to walk and gained the use of his legs 

again.  For training as a missioner, he learned Spanish 

and the culture of the different countries he would serve. 

He spoke about social justice and how we can be persons 

of peace.  He showed the class how Asian countries eat 

with chopsticks and a small bowl held up to one's 

mouth.  He taught the class a song and drilled the boys 

and girls on their knowledge of Jesus.  We appreciate his 

visit since he reminded us that we are to care for our 

brothers and sisters around the globe.  We also thank the 

good Sisters of St. Joseph for their hospitality to Brother 

John during his two day visit.  

All Catholics are missioners from the moment of our 

Baptism.  This Lent, (March 1st) students will be given a 

Lenten mite offering box to sacrifice money for the poor. 

Begin to think about how you can sacrifice or earn 

nickels and dimes that will make a difference to those 

who are thirsty, hungry, sick, or uneducated around the 

world.  

 

"Whatsoever you do to the least of my brethren,  

that you do unto ME." 
 

 

Burning of Palms 

On Monday, February 27th at 7:15pm, all level 6 

students will meet in the school lobby to participate in 

the burning of palms to prepare for Ash Wednesday.  All 

parents and interested parishioners are invited to attend 

this brief ceremony and are asked to meet in the lobby as 

well.  After the burning of the palms, level 6 students 

will return to their classrooms for religious instruction. 

Dismissal will take place as usual at 8:30pm. 

 

Please take note! 

No religious education classes will be held on both 

February 18 and February 25th. Saturday classes will 

resume on March 4th. The classes for President's week 

have been cancelled.  

GIFT level 1 prayer assembly scheduled for 

Wednesday, February 22nd in the cafeteria at 4pm will 

be held for those registered. Parent(s) and their first-

graders are invited to attend but must be registered by 

contacting Smartin@stbernardchurch.org.  We look 

forward to a fun and prayerful afternoon. (SNOW 

DATE: February 23rd).  Also, those who have now 

completed UNIT 5 Reviews from the book are asked to 

bring or mail them to the Religious Ed Office.  

 

Confirmation Bake Sale 

We thank all those who supported the Confirmation 

bake sale last week-end. The total of $455.00 will go to 

both our Parish Social Ministry office and the Children's 

Project of A-T (a research group dedicated to finding a 

cure for the childhood disease of ataxia-telangiectasia) 

Special thanks to our coordinators Laura Cardinale and 

Pat Bearman who organized this event! 

 

St. Valentine's Cards for the Veterans  

Did you know many of our students in levels 3, 4 

and 5 created St. Valentine's cards for the veterans? They 

were decorated with ribbons and glitter and heartfelt 

messages that the Catholic Daughters brought over to 

the Northport Veterans' Hospital. The most popular 

sentiment on these cards was a thank you to the vets for 

their service as they will never be forgotten. Please pray 

for the men and women who continue to serve our 

country as they make personal sacrifices for our great 

country! 

tel:516-731-8511
mailto:Smartin@astbernardchurch.org


10 

Liturgy corner 

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

February 19, 2017 

D uring Ordinary Time the Gloria and the Creed are sung 

or said. In our prayer today we pray that as we ponder 

spiritual things, such spiritual thoughts will not remain merely 

in the mind, but rather, that they will be put into concrete prac-

tice, so that “we may carry out in both word and deed/ that 

which is pleasing to you.” 

First Reading:  Scripture commentators refer to a sec-

tion in Leviticus as the holiness code. Today’s text is 

part of that section. It includes a series of injunctions for 

the people of the covenant beginning with the words, 

“You shall not” or “You shall.” These commandments 

prescribe the way of life for God’s people. The founda-

tion for such a life is the holiness of God; all are called 

to be holy as God is holy. A life of holiness rests on 

love; there is no room for hatred or revenge or the hold-

ing of grudges among brother or sister or neighbor. 

Responsorial Psalm 103: In the opening verse the 

psalmist reminds himself to praise the Lord lest he for-

get all the Lord’s benefits. He names those blessings that 

come from the Lord and for which he is ever grateful: 

pardon for sin, healing of ills, redemption from destruc-

tion; all these are crowned with “kindness and compas-

sion.” 

Second Reading:  Paul invokes the image of the Temple 

to greet the Christians in Corinth. They would certainly 

know of the Temple to greet the Christians in Corinth. 

They would certainly know of the Temple structure in 

Jerusalem, but Paul tells them that they are a spiritual 

temple, God dwells in them; they are the holy of holies. 

The indwelling of God is through the Spirit that they 

have received from Christ Jesus and the Father. Paul 

warns them about boasting among themselves; that will 

bring about dissension in the community. If that hap-

pens the unity of the spiritual temple is destroyed. 

Gospel: At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 

uses two more examples of the Mosaic Law to continue 

his new interpretation of the law. Both relate to difficult 

relationships that the disciples or any one might experi-

ence. They include relations with people who strike us, 

people who ask for help, and people we consider to be 

our enemies. This teaching is not one of the easier ones 

to accept; it calls on the disciples to rethink both the so-

cial customs of the time and the intent of the religious 

law. Jesus asks them, and us to go beyond what might 

be an easy and spontaneous response to one that would 

be more compassionate and life giving. 

Tuesday, February 21. St. Peter Damian (1007-1072), 

born to a large Italian family, entered a Camaldolese 

Benedictine monastery comprising hermit monks who 

followed an austere life of fasting and prayer. 

Dedicating himself to the study of Scripture and the 

Fathers of the Church, he gained a reputation among 

the hermits of being both a gifted scholar and spiritual 

guru. Although he lived in a monastery, removed from 

the world, St. Peter was a powerful voice of reform in 

the Church. He was so influential in the Church that 

Pope Leo XII declared him a Doctor of the Church. 

 

Wednesday, February 22. Feast of the Chair of St. 

Peter the Apostle. The chair of a bishop, called the 

cathedra, is the symbol of his foundational ministry to be 

a teacher of faith to his Church community. What then 

can we learn from Peter, the rock of our Church? His 

extra ordinary confession of faith in this passage teaches 

us courage to confess truth, even if it may sound far-

fetched by every day standards. Peter listened to the 

Spirit of God in his heart and proclaimed Jesus as 

Christ, Son of the Living God. When Jesus asks “Who 

do you say that I am?” each of us is presented with the 

same question. What is the Spirit of God prompting us 

to proclaim? Today’s feast, attested to as early as the 

mid-fourth century, has its roots in the Parentalia, or 

commemoration of dead relatives and friends celebrated 

between February 13 and 22. At his commemoration, a 

chair, or cathedra, was left empty for particular deceased 

persons. Since the actual date of Peter’s death was 

unknown, it came to be remembered on February 22, 

eventually becoming a celebration of his taking over the 

pastoral responsibility of the Church of Rome. 

 

Thursday, February 23.  St. Polycarp, an esteemed 

Christian leader, lived during the first half of the second 

 Feasts and Saints of the Week 
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The Ride Home 
This feature is for families to share their thoughts as 

they travel to and from Church. 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

February 19, 2017 

 

Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48 

 

Adults: What is the point of “turning the other cheek” 
in an argument, and why is it so hard to do so? 
 

Children: When have you or someone you know 

insisted on “having the last word” in an argument? 
What happened afterwards? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 19. Seventh Sunday in Ordinary 

Time. Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18; 1 Corinthians 3:16-23;  

Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13; Matthew 5:38-48. 

Monday, February 20. Sirach 1:1-10; Psalm 93:1-2, 5;  

Mark 9:14-29. 

Tuesday, February 21. Sirach 2:1-11; Psalm 37:3-4, 18

-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mark 9:30-37. 

Wednesday, February 22. Feast of the Chair of Saint 

Peter, Apostle. Peter 5:1-4; Psalm 23:1-6; Matthew 

16:13-19. 

Thursday, February 23. Memorial of Saint Polycarp, 

Bishop and Martyr. Sirach 5:1-8; Psalm 1:1-4, 6; 

Mark 9:41-50.  

Friday, February 24. Sirach 6:5-17; Psalm 119:12, 16, 

18, 27, 34-35; Mark 10:1-12.  

Saturday, February 25. Sirach 17:1-15; Psalm 103:13-

18;  Mark 10:13-16.  

Sunday, February 26. Eighth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time. Isaiah 49:14-15; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Psalm 

62:2-3, 6-9;  Matthew 6:24-34. 

Readings for  

February 19, 2017– February 26, 2017 

The Spanish prayer group will be offering 

 

The Via Crucis  

(Stations of the Cross  

in Spanish)  
 

EVERY Friday in Lent (except Good Friday),  at 

8:15pm following the stations in English.   

It will be led by the laity. 

Todos los viernes de Cuaresma a las 8:15pm 

(excepto el Viernes Santo) tendremos el Vía 

Crucis en Español.  

Invitamos a todos a participar. 

2017 LENTEN  
SOUP AND BREAD SUPPER  

Wednesday, March 8th  
6:00 PM, School Gym  

 

The Guest Speaker will be 
 Marianne Sheridan,  

Coordinator of Youth, Young 
Adult and Campus Ministry  

for the  
Diocese of  Rockville Centre  

 

Hosted by:  
Catholic Daughters of the Americas  

 

"Good Will Offering" Appreciated  

century and was a friend to many who personally knew 

Jesus. He converted to the Christian faith under the 

influence of St. John the Evangelist. St. Polycarp later 

became Bishop of Smyrna, in Turkey, around the year 

96. He fought many of the Gnostic heresies that were 

beginning to overtake the early Church. The Romans 

tried to burn him at the stake (when he was in his late 

80’s) but, failing that, finally stabbed him to death with a 

dagger. 

                                                                                   

Sourcebook 2017 
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Long Island McDonald’s 
FREE Large Sandwich 

or Salad when  
you register  
to donate 

St. Bernard Parish 

Blood Drive 
Sunday, February 26, 2017 

8:30am - 2:30pm 

3100 Hempstead Turnpike, Levittown 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Your donation will help to save up to THREE lives. 

Our community hospitals need your help. Please 

share this lifesaving gift! 

 
ALL DONORS WILL RECEIVE A COUPON FOR A LARGE 

SANDWICH OR SALAD AT MCDONALDS 
 

THANK YOU FOR CARING! 

 

 

For questions concerning medical eligibility call 1-800-688-0900 www.nybc.org 

For more information please contact Ernie Meditz (516) 731-1809 

 Eat well (low fat) & drink fluids 
 No tattoos for past 12 months 

 Age 16 - 75 (16 & 17 year olds must 

have parental permission.) 

Eligibility Criteria: 

 Bring your Blood Donor Card or ID 

with signature or photo. 

 Minimum weight 110 lbs. or more 

http://www.nybc.org
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Catholics For Freedom of Religion- CFFR 
www.cffor.org 

 

“Even in my suffering I was comforted  because your promise gave me life."  

Psalm 119:50 

 

Freedom of Faith vs. Doctor Assisted Suicide Laws: 

California: The insurance company for terminally ill Stephanie Parker, wife and mother of four, denied her a 

different chemotherapy drug after California's End of Life Option Act was passed in 2016.  She was told that while 

chemotherapy was denied, suicide pills were covered under her plan.  "As soon as this law was passed ... patients 

fighting for a longer life end up getting denied treatment, because this (suicide) will always be the cheapest option," 

she said. (washingtontimes.com, 10/20/16) 

 

Hippocratic Oath:   "... I will use treatment to help the sick according to my ability and judgment, but never with a view to injury 

and wrong-doing.  Neither will I administer poison to anybody when asked to do so, nor will I suggest such a course." 

Holy Hour 

To 

Pray for our Nation 

 

Over the past year there, no matter which way you voted, there seems to be a lot of finger 

pointing and a tremendous amount of anger.  People judging and prejudging; agreeing or 

disagreeing; inflamed speeches and just plain flames of hatred and anger in so many hearts. 

Let’s set our hearts on fire with the Lord.  We need to be reminded that we live in such a great 

Nation.  So great that we are able to agree and disagree with each other.  But most importantly 

we live in a nation where we can pray together. 

Come and spend an hour before the Lord in Adoration as we pray for our nation.  This Holy Hour 

is being sponsored by the CFFR (or “Catholics For Freedom for Religion,”) but anyone and 

everyone is invited. 

Absolutely NO politics! No blaming and no bragging! Just praying silently 

before the Lord.  Will you join us? 

Our first Holy Hour is:  Saturday, February 25th, 2017.  From 12:00 – 1:00.  

God be with you always and in all ways. 

 

http://www.cffor.org
http://www.washingtontimes.com
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Tender Garden 
www.tendergarden.net 

Early Childhood Learning  
 Registration is  ongoing for September classes. 

 Registration for Summer Camp/K-Prep begins 

February 6th. 

 Register before March 31st and receive $50 off 

your total tuition. 

 

Please call for further information (516) 731-4322 

Summer Camp 2017 
6 weeks:  

Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday  

9am - 1pm 
Kindergarten Prep Class 

6 weeks:  
Tuesday & Thursday 

9am -11am  

September 2017   Pre-School 

Classes 

Pre-Nursery (2 years old) 

Nursery – (3 years old) 

Pre-K – (4 years old) 

Half & Full Day classes 

Morning Care begins at 7:15 am  

After care available until 5:30 pm Widows and Widowers, Divorced and Single  

Catholics of Long Island  

New Member Orientation, Wednesday, February 22 

at 7:30pm, at St. Frances de Chantal, 1309 Wantagh 

Ave, Wantagh, NY. Non-denominational. All are 

welcome. Refreshments are served after the meeting. 

Please bring proof of single status to join. For more 

information call Carol at 516-794-4933 or Barbara at 

516-798-2858.  

Faith on Tap 

 

Are you a young adult – married, single – looking for 

a faith community – a place where you can learn 

more about your faith?  If so, please join us for our 

next Faith on Tap on February 28, 2017 at Lily 

Flanagan’s Pub, 345 Deer Park Avenue, Babylon, 

NY.  We are honored to have Tom Upshur, the co-

founder of the Pro Bikers for Life talk to us about his 

journey “Riding for the Unborn”.  Hear about how 

these strong men of faith protect the rights of the 

unborn throughout the country. The talk begins at 

7:30 – in the upstairs room at Lily Flanagan’s.  Come 

out early, grab something to eat and drink – make 

new friends – reconnect with old friends! 

Questions?  Contact Marianne Sheridan at 

msheridan@drvc.org or 516-678-5800, ext. 615. 

 

We congratulate the following St. Bernard parishioners who achieved honors 
 during the 2016 first trimester. 

Chaminade High School 
 

Honor Roll for the First Trimester 
 Ryan S. Aljader 
 Michael C. Barsch 
 Jake R. Freeman 
 Jaden M. Kelly 
 Joshua E. Sparro  

Saint Dominic High School 
Principal’s List 

 Jared Paladino 
 Dylan Pappas 

 
 

Second Honors 
 Kevin Duffy 

http://www.tendergarden.net
mailto:msheridan@drvc.org


PPHHIILL  CCEEPPAARRAANNOO PLUMBING & HEATING
All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat 
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER
Highly Recommended By His Customers

TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

PROFESSIONAL THERAPY & COUNSELING 
Professional therapy, provided by N.Y. State licensed therapist specializing in stress, anxiety, depression
and more, is available to many Parishes. Worked for the Catholic Counseling Center, ran by Dr. George
Giullani who retired. Continuing his work with the Catholic Church and the dioceses. Program will continue
to offer the same conveniences for the Parishes parishioners. Practice is a professional corporation, which
is independent, not controlled or supervised by the parish or diocese. Most insurance policies are honored.
For confidential information or appointments please call Renee Wachtel, LCSW at 516-922-1814.

DDIISSCCOOVVEERR  AA  FFAASSTT  &&  NNAATTUURRAALL WWAAYY  TTOO  LLOOSSEE  WWEEIIGGHHTT
TThhee SSaaddkkhhiinn CCoommpplleexx

For a Free Consultation: 516-280-7070
300 Garden City Plaza, Suite 250

(located near Roosevelt Field Mall)
GardenCity@Sadkhin.com

RAYMOND NARDO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

129 Third St.,  Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?

Do You Need a Will?
516-248-2121

HOLY INNOCENTS COUNCIL #3581
3581 Jeffries Rd., Levittown, N.Y.

For Membership info Call (516) 731-9018
* * * * * * * * * *Banquet Facility available (516) 735-1724

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514

Law Office of Roy A. List
Wills • Trusts • Elder Law

Medicaid Planning • Medicaid Applications
Free Consultation

109 Newbridge Road, Hicksville
516-822-4100

www.elderlawyersny.com

DIVISION CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections
40 Division Ave.
Levittown

SSPPEECCIIAALLTTYY  CCAAKKEESS
BIRTHDAY • SWEET 16•WEDDING•ANNIVERSARY

OR ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN THINK OF
LET US BE AT YOUR NEXT PARTY!

2374 HEMPSTEAD TPKE., EAST MEADOW
551166--226611--99332200  ••  VVAALLEENNCCIIAABBAAKKEERRYY..NNEETT

MMaarryy  AAnnnn  NNuuzzzzii,,  CC..PP..AA..
INCOME TAXES

• Available Year-Round
516-731-4635

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
125 Old Country Road 655 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714 Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 935-7100 (516) 938-4311

“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

wwwwww..kkeennssffaauucceettaannddttooiilleettrreeppaaiirrss..ccoomm

KENS FAUCET
& TOILET REPAIRS INC.

Plumbers

All Plumbing Repairs | All Bathroom Leaks 
including Tile Repair
516-796-2100

serving the Community Since 1990
1100%%  ooffff  ffoorr  ppaarriisshhiioonneerrss  aanndd  ffaammiillyy

Prevete Real Estate
3705 Hempstead Turnpike
Levittown, New York 11756
Business (516) 520-3838
Fax (516) 520-5738
Cell (516) 330-9940
“YOU’LL BE AMAZED”
CALL FOR FREE Market Analysis
Your Personal Realtor
- Member Long Island Board of Realtors
- Member New York State Association of Realtors
- Member National Association of Realtors
Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR. 

EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 
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John Satriano, ABR, SRES
N.Y.S. Lic. R.E. Broker Associate
Notary Public

731-8900

LEVITTOWN HICKSVILLE
2786 Hempstead Tpk. 47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 796-0400 (516) 931-0262

QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com

Serving the Parish Area

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small

Insured

516-454-6557

And
Holidays

Serving Proudly the St. Bernard Parish for over 50 Years

EAST MEADOW
2515 N. Jerusalem Road

516-826-1010

WANTAGH
603 Wantagh Avenue
516-731-5550

Licensed Master Plumber
Now 

conveniently in  East Meadow

ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Lic/Ins

Comforting families Since 1924
Family Owned and Operated by Timothy J. Dalton and Beth Dalton-Costello

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com

MMAAKKIINNGG CCAAKKEESS SSIINNCCEE 11994488

mptrg.com/apply • 516.479.9170 
Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC

DEADLINE

 MARCH 1, 2017

No Medications,
No Special Foods,
No Surgeries, 

No Heavy Exercise.


