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MISSION STATEMENT
With faith, hope, and love the people of
St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to
bring the gospel of Jesus
to the Levittown Community and beyond.

PASTORAL TEAM
Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor
Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 130
Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 128
Father Innocent Duru, Chaplain In Residence
onyeduru@yahoo.com
Deacon John Blakeney
DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Deacon James Flannery
Aquinas69@gmail.com
516-731-4220
Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays.
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,
Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry
PSM@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-6074
Pat McDonough, Director of Youth & Young Adults
pat@stbernardchurch.org
Ext. 144
Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 142
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate
DVella@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 143
Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan
Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager
facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
ext. 120
Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance
Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 126
CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org
website: www.stbernardcyo.org

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith,
Hope, and Love at St. Bernard’s? Sign-up and get to know
us at one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and
Welcome evenings! For information, call the parish office
at 516-731-4220, or download a form from our website
www.stbernardchurch.org. Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on
the bottom of the home page form. If you move away,
please notify us as well.

Spiritual Life

Schedule of Masses:
Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,
12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass)
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org
Confessions:
Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm. Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and
Benediction:
Monday: Check schedule on page 4.
Morning Prayer:
Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are
available.
Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our
Christian community! Baptisms are held on select Sundays at
1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before
an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born –
to ensure enough time to complete the baptism
preparation process. Our three-step preparation process
includes: 1) at-home reading and preparation by the parents;
2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff;
and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning
gathering, which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am
“Family-friendly” Mass.
Please call 731-4220 or e-mail
parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information
and preparation packet.
Marriages: Church arrangements should be made at least
6 months before the marriage and before making any
contracts with restaurants or caterers. Please call the
Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest, 731-4220.
Ministry to the Sick and Aging: If you are, or know of
someone who is homebound and would like to receive Holy
Communion, please call the rectory at 731-4220.
St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218
Usher Coordinator: John Lyons (516) 390-5150 or
Jlyons8234@gmail.com

Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation!
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God's Texts
E– mail Father Ralph: shepherd@StBernardChurch.org

Here I Am Lord
Probably everyone knows
these words: “Here I am Lord,
is it I Lord? I have heard you
calling in the night...” And
now we know where the words
to that song come from:
today’s reading about the call
of Samuel. I don’t know if
you’ve ever been awakened in
the middle of the night with
the sense that God has a
message for you. But who
knows? It could still happen.
Prayers for Next Weekend
I won’t be at the parish next
weekend as I will be doing my
annual priest presentation on
the Retrouvaille Weekend. As
you may know Retrouvaille (a
French word meaning “rediscovery”) is a weekend
program for couples whose
marriages are experiences
some form of distress. Please
pray for me and the couples
who are presenting with me as
well as the couples attending.
For more information on
upcoming weekends:
www.retrouvaille.org

Show this to your kids: “When Father Ralph was a kid, he never got a text.
They didn’t exist.” We did get phone calls, but the phones were always
connected with wires to a room in our house. One room. One phone. In each
house. That was it. Today of course, you can still get a phone call, but most
people with smart phones seem to prefer texts. Texts are quick, short, quiet,
and give you the information you need right away.

Thousands of years ago there weren’t phones of any kind. Most people
couldn’t read so even sending a written text (like a card or letter) didn’t work.
The best way to communicate something was to go to people and tell them
your message yourself -- or maybe ask a friend to bring your message to
another person.

So it’s not surprising when we read in the Bible that when God wants to send
a message, it’s not sent through any electronic communication, but
personally. We hear in the first reading (1 Samuel 3:3-10,19) how God calls
the young boy named Samuel while he is trying to sleep. We hear in the
gospel (John 1:35-42) how Jesus tells Simon Peter of his plans for him. But in
each case, a third person was needed for the message to be heard.

In the case of Samuel, his mentor Eli has to explain that the voice Samuel
hears in the night is the Lord’s. In the case of Simon Peter, it is his brother
Andrew who brings him to Jesus in the first place.

I believe the same thing happens today. God still does not text, but uses us to
help others to know about a message. When God sees someone frightened or
sad, God inspires us to calm or comfort that person. When someone is angry
and hurt, God asks us to bring a message of healing and peace. We are the
“Eli’s” and the “Andrews” of today.

Imagine if Eli never told Samuel that it was God calling. Or imagine if
Andrew had never introduced his brother to Jesus. What a sad difference that
would be! Let’s consider ourselves to be "God's texts" and be open to the ways
God calls us to message to others in Levittown and beyond. How sad it would
be if we didn’t.
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GIFTS OF TREASURE

PARISH NEWS

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS

Mid-Week Mid-Morning Book Discussion
The first of his family to go to college, Anil Patel
carries the weight of tradition and
his family’s expectations when he
leaves his tiny Indian village to
begin a medical residency in
America. This international story
wrestles with dilemmas faced by
many immigrants who come here
to fulfill their dreams. At the same
time, the author explores the perils
of being a woman in India,
interweaving the tale of Anil’s
childhood friend Leena, who lives a traditional rural life
back home.
Join your fellow parishioners on Wednesday
February 7 at 10 AM in the Parish Center for an
informal discussion of best-selling author Shilpi Somaya
Gowda’s The Golden Son.
For more information please contact Wally Rodier
at 516-731-6690 or wrodi@verizon.net.

January 7, 2018
$ 11,295.05
434 envelopes
$ 2,604.00
$ 13,899.05

Total Collection
$ 11,475.70

Faith Direct
Have you enrolled yet?
www.faithdirect.net Code = NY272

Catholic Daughters News

THE GIFTS OF BREAD AND WINE

Friday, January 19 is the 2018 March for
Life in Washington, D. C. For
information on this day of prayer for the
legal protection of unborn children,
contact CDA Regent, Jean Leviton at
jleviton@crcins.com.

for the weekend of January 13th and January 14th
have been requested in loving memory of

Kathleen Walsh
by

Save the Date: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 is the
annual Soup and Bread Dinner. Details to follow.

Cathy & Frank Lawlor

Catholic Daughters always welcomes new members.
For information, please contact Rosemary Brunoforte at
516-796-0021.

PARISH CALENDAR

January 8, 2017
$ 9,117.75
268 envelopes
Faith Direct
$ 2,357.95

PARISH CALENDAR
Wednesday,
2:00 pm
8:00 pm
Thursday,
9:30 am
9:30 am
1:45 pm
7:30 pm
Friday,
10:00 am
2:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm

(Subject to change)

Monday,
January 15
After 8am Mass Miraculous Medal Novena, Church
Tuesday,
January 16
10:00 am
Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center
6:15 pm
Children’s Choir, Parish Center
6:45 pm
Boy Scout Troop 316, Cafeteria
7:00 pm
Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room
7:00 pm
Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206
7:30 pm
AA Meeting, School Room 207
7:30 pm
Adult Choir Rehearsal, Church
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(Subject to change)

January 17
Zumba Gold, Parish Center
Bread of Life Prayer Group, Parish Center
January 18
Padre Pio Prayer Group, Parish Center
Shawl Ministry, Parish Center
St. Vincent De Paul, Clairvaux House
Bible Study, Parish Center
January 19
Bible Study, Parish Center
Stroke Life Society, Parish Center
Cub Scout Pack Night, Cafeteria
Most Holy Trinity Prayer Group, oﬀsite
Friday Night Spirituality, Parish Center

SACRAMENTS

MASS INTENTIONS
This listing may not reﬂect recent changes or additions.
Saturday,
January 13
5:00 pm
Richard Santer
Sunday,
January 14
7:30 am
FOR ALL PARISHONERS
9:00 am
Marianna Ferraro
10:30 am
Rocco Verderosa,
Julie Farrell,
Lorraine Montalbano,
Raymond Guenthner
12 Noon
Vincent Mori
5:30 pm
Gloria Falcones
Monday,
January 15
8:00 am
Mildred Wilkinson
Tuesday,
January 16
8:00 am
Sandra McDevitt
Wednesday, January 17
8:00 am
Margaret McGrath - 30th Anniversary
Thursday
January 18
8:00 am
Lillian Gallo Kane
Friday,
January 19
8:00 am
Andrew P. Sabo - 1st Anniversary
Saturday,
January 20
8:00 am
Thomas Bloomer,
Paul Mannarino,
Helen Doyle,
Robert Meier
5:00 pm
Richard Lawlor
Sunday,
January 21
7:30 am
Marie Curcio
9:00 am
FOR ALL PARISHONERS
10:30 am
Michelle Groenert-4th Anniversary
Gloria Falcones,
Laraine Pizzichemi,
Saveria Criscuolo
12 Noon
Gerard "Jerry" Hoey
5:30 pm
Ben Ferracane

PARISH CALENDAR
Saturday,
9:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
6:00 pm
Sunday,
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
8:00 pm

BAPTISMS
We welcome into the parish the following new member:

Rocco Anthony Paulino
Congratulations to the happy parents.

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH
Ellen Curley-Stoﬀ
Debbie Petti-Camera

Mary Essig
Mary Mawn
Dorothy Young

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.
Thank you for cooperating and God bless all.
Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List
Baby Mason Francis Combs
Susan Arena
Brian Austin
Arlene Barsch
Irene Boyce
Lois Byrne
Jean Caprera
Rosemary Clark
Ed Costello
Monica DeLaRosa
Sr. Juliana Deptuch
Debra Dowdell
Margaret Dowdell
Gerry Finlan
Jim Finlan
Linda Fitz
Kathleen Flaherty
Rich Fuleki
Muriel Gallagher
Teresita Gallego
Michael Giampetruzzi Regina Gorman
Colleen Grasing
John Guiﬀre
Mike Hach
Patricia Hafner
Carolyn Hakim
Cynthia Hansen
Donna Hare
John Hartoﬁl
Vicki Jacona
Ann Johnson
Steve Jugan
Jerome W. Kalkhof
Anne Kalman
Claudia Kwasnik
Katherine Anne Kwestel
Violet Kwestel
Tia Mabanta
Jaime Macias
Andrew Mahoney
Lucy Marconi
Gene McDonagh
William McDonagh
Teresa McDonald
Dr. John McLaughlin
Mary McLean
Mary Messina
Irmgard Montanino
Kerri Orlando
Johnny Perdue
Rosina Perri
Catherine Pipinou
Dolores Pizzo
Joan Rampolla
Fred Rappa
Laureen Quinn-Sturge
Deanne Reilly
John Rotondo, Jr.
John Rotondo, Sr.
Flore Rowe
Federico Rueda
Eve Saint
Thomas Saint
Terry Sherwood
Danielle Stallone
Frances Stallone
Norma Steiger
Louis Steinberg
David Testa
Rosalie Travers
Joan Virostko
Theresa Votta
Brendan Wagner

(Subject to change)

January 20
Awakening Faith, School Room 204
Charitable Kidz, Parish Center
Welcome Orientation, Parish Center
Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria
Sacred Heart Community, Parish Center
January 21
Youth Choir Practice, Church
Youth Ministry Meeting, YM Room (School)
AA Meeting, Cafeteria

PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED DECEASED
AND THOSE WHO MOURN FOR THEM
Abelardo Gonzalez Marie McDermott
Rosette Miles Ida Della Vale
Richard Yankowski
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Adult faith formation

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
by Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate
Every year, the Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches sponsors a
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity from January 18-25. It serves to remind the whole
Church—that is, all Christians– that we are ONE PEOPLE IN CHRIST, and we should
start living that way! Jesus prayed fervently that all his followers would be one, but it
seems we’ve made a mess out of things. All of our recent popes from Pope St. John XXIII
through Pope Paul VI, Pope St. John Paul II, Pope Benedict and Pope Francis have formally lamented the split that exists between Christians, and committed the Catholic Church to
work toward the unity of all Christians.
Now UNITY does not mean we all have to be “the same.” Ecumenism (which refers only to the unity of
Christians and does not involve other religions such as Judaism and Islam) does not aim to make all Christians “the
same.” Although the Catholic Church teaches that the Church of Jesus is fully expressed only in the Catholic
Church, we also admit that, in the words of Pope St. John Paul II, that some of our differences result from “different
ways of looking at the same reality.” He went so far as to confess that “...in the other communities...certain features
of the Christian mystery have at times been more effectively emphasized” [than in the Catholic Church]. (Ut unum
sint, n. 14) One example of this may be how some of our Christian brothers and sisters always kept the Scriptures
central in their worship when at times in the past the Catholic Church did not. One of the goals of ecumenism is to
foster an exchange of gifts and insights. On the other side, the Catholic Church over the last 50 years has served as
an example to other Christian communities of the importance of the Sacraments, and many of those communities
have as a result become more “sacramental” in their practices. It’s only by mutual dialogue and openness and respect that we can grow in unity in these ways. Our goal is toward “full communion,” meaning that, in spite of our
minor differences, we can come to enough agreement on major aspects of the faith that we can all share Jesus’ Presence at one another’s Eucharistic tables. Why? So we can better work together to bring Christ’s presence to a world
badly in need of it.
So, as we prayer for the unity of Christians, let’s ponder these words of Pope St. John Paul II:
If Christians, despite their divisions, can grow ever more united in common prayer around Christ, they will grow in the
awareness of how little divides them
in comparison to what unites them. (Ut unum sint, n. 22)

Maybe it’s Time To Belong
Join the journey to adult faith!
Going to church but not baptized?
Baptized, going to a Catholic church,

but not Catholic?
Baptized Catholic, going to church,
but not confirmed in the faith?

Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________________________________
Best time to call: ___________________________________________________________
Place form in collection basket, or contact Diane Vella:
516-731-4220 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Last Call—Friday Night Spirituality and Spirits
Books + Wine + Food + Faith + Community
Our next Friday night Spirituality and Spirits book is New York Times
Bestseller The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything, by
Father James Martin, SJ. It’s an in-depth, witty, and very readable
account of the Jesuit spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, aimed at
both believers and seekers. It’s subtitled “A Spirituality for Real
Life,” and that it is!
SAMPLE CHAPTERS: Spiritual? Religious? None? Both?, Finding
God, Prayer, Living the Simple Life, Friendship, Acceptance,
Decision-Making, Discovering Who God Meant You to Be
6 Monthly Friday Evenings, 7:30-9:00 p.m., Parish Center
Jan.19, Feb.16, Mar.16, Apr.13, May 18, June 15
The book is available from any online bookseller in print or Kindle format,
and may be available at some bookstores.
To register for the program, please contact:
Diane Vella, 516-731-4220, ext. 143 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org

Informal study and
discussion group for
20s-40s year-olds,

Confused by
the Bible?
Come get smart!

4 more Saturdays, 9:00-10:15 a.m., School
Jan. 20, 27, Mar. 3, 10

Winter Bible Study:
The Gospel of Matthew II

Topic for this series:

Is the Bible True?

5 sessions starts
Thurs. eve. Jan. 18, 7:30-9 p.m. or
Fri. morn. Jan. 19, 10-11:30 a.m.
Parish Center

No questions off base.
No registration necessary,
just come, and bring a friend!
Try it once; no obligation to return

You don’t have to have attended Part 1!
For info & registration contact Diane Vella, M.A.,
516-731-4220 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org

Contact: Diane Vella, 516-731-4220 or
dvella@stbernardchurch.org
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LITURGY CORNER
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 14, 2018
First Reading: Four times Samuel utters the phrase,
“Here I am.” He desires to respond to whoever calls
him, whether Eli or the Lord. Often we think that
Samuel does not respond to the Lord’s call until after
Eli instructs him to say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant
is listening.” Yet the reading opens with the Lord
calling to Samuel and Samuels’ first utterance of “Here,
I am.” It seems as if Samuel knew from the beginning
that the Lord was calling him, but perhaps what was
necessary was his acceptance that he was indeed the
Lord’s servant.

the Corinthian community. His point is clear: avoid
immorality. We are so united with Christ in our body
that Paul instructs us that each person’s body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit. We are the Lord’s
individually and God will raise us– including our body–
just as God raise Christ. The Christian community, the
Church, is the Body of Christ, a connection Paul makes
later in his letter.
Gospel: The choice of two of John the Baptist’s disciples
to follow Jesus after John identified Jesus as the Lamb of
God corresponds to Samuels’s call in the First Reading.
Jesus’ invitation to the two disciples of John parallels the
Lord’s invitation to Samuel. As Samuel recognized it
was the Lord calling, so the disciples recognize Jesus as
the Messiah. Jesus, the Messiah, is the Lamb of God, a
connection of titles early in the Gospel according to
John, whose meaning the disciples will fully understand
on the road to Jerusalem.

Responsorial Psalm 40: The first part of Psalm 40
conveys thanksgiving. The psalmist recounts the new
song the Lord gave for nothing in exchange. For this,
the author agrees to do the Lord’s will. For all the
Lord’s wondrous deeds, we too, announce the Lord’s
justice to our liturgical assemblies and beyond.
Second Reading: Today’s passage is from a section of
the letter in which Paul deals with moral issues dividing

Feast and Saint of the Week
Wednesday, January 17. Early in his life, St. Anthony
of Egypt (251-356) discovered the importance of
solitude in knowing oneself in relationship to God.
Solitude provides the vehicle through which one battles
demons and removes worldly distractions that distance
the heart from the will of God. St. Anthony journeyed
in the desert for nearly thirty years where he lived a life
of solitary prayer and self-discipline—a life of utter
dependence on God. After his time in the desert, he
emerged as a man of balance, ready to share all he
learned regarding the human thirst for God. Realizing
that the spiritual life takes root within a community of
believers, he founded a group of monks. While serving
as abbot, a spiritual father, to the monks, St. Anthony
mentored them in the ways of contemplative prayer and
helped them overcome illusory thinking. As a result, he
counseled a steady stream of pilgrims and laid the
foundation for many monasteries.

Saturday, January 20. The Church celebrates the lives
of two holy men today, Sts. Fabian († 250) and
Sebastian (†288), both of whom were martyred for their
faith. Very little is known about each of these martyrs,
yet they continue to capture the hearts of Catholic
Christians everywhere. St. Fabian was elected pope in
236, even though he was not a priest. During his
pontificate, Emperor Decius came into power and began
persecuting Christians who would not return to pagan
worship. St. Fabian was the first among many killed
under this emperor’s violent reign. According to legend,
St. Sebastian was persecuted at the hands of Diocletian.
According to legend, he was pierced with arrows so that
he would die a slow and painful death, but this attempt
on his life was unsuccessful due to his athletic stamina.
He eventually became well enough to confront the
emperor regarding the way Christians were being
treated. This led to his execution.

January is the Month of the Holy Name of Jesus
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Focus on Religious Freedom

Readings for
January 14, 2018—January 21, 2018

From

Catholics For Freedom of ReligionCFFR
Celebrate Religious Freedom Day - January 16, 2018
National Religious Freedom Day is observed on January 16 every year since 1993 to commemorate the Virginia General Assembly's adoption of Thomas Jefferson's landmark Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom
on January 16, 1786. This vital document became the
basis for the Constitution's First Amendment establishment clause, and led to the protection of freedom of religion for all Americans. Every president writes an official
Proclamation on this day.

Sunday, January 14. Second Sunday of Ordinary
Time. 1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19; 1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 1720; Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-10; John 1:35-42.
Monday, January 151 Samuel 15:16-23; Psalm 50:8-9,
16-17, 21, 23; Mark 2:18-22.
Tuesday, January 16. 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 89:2022, 27-28; Mark 2:23-28.

Why We Need Religious Freedom:
"Religion and good morals are the only solid foundation
of public liberty and happiness," said Founding Father,
Samuel Adams in 1778.

Wednesday, January 17. Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbot. 1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Psalm 144:12, 9-10; Mark 3:1-6.
Thursday, January 18. 1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Psalm
56:2-3, 9-13; Mark 3:7-12.

An academic report from Princeton University argues
that vigorously advancing religious freedom is in
America's national interests:
 The basis for religious freedom is awareness of the reality and dignity of the human person. Since religion
is a human impulse to know and relate to something
bigger than one's self and is a phenomenon found in
all times and cultures, to interfere with living out religious experience, is to interfere with human fulfillment.
 "When citizens are free to have an ultimate commitment to something more than human, something beyond the authorities of state and society, the power of
the state is thereby limited."
 At the same time, religious freedom disciplines religious people to treat their non-coreligionists with respect.
 Morally, religion is just not religion unless it is done
freely.
 Legally, democracies have recognized that - far from
being a marginal special interest - religious freedom is
a central human right.
(www.ncregister.com, 2012; mormonnewsroom.org,
2/3/12; Dr. D. Dreisbach, 2/16/15)

Friday, January 19. 1 Samuel 24:3-21; Psalm 57:2-4,
6, 11; Mark 3:13-19.
Saturday, January 20. 2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 2327; Psalm 80:2-3, 5-7; Mark 3:20-21.
Sunday, January 21. Third Sunday in Ordinary
Time. Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Psalm
25:4-9; Mark 1:14-20.
Daily readings can be found online at:
www.usccb.org/bible/readings

THE RIDE HOME
This feature is for families to share their thoughts
as they travel to and from Church.
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 14, 2018
Gospel: John 1:35-42
Adults: What qualities do you have that would cause
others to recognize you as a disciple of Jesus?

"I still believe that standing up for the truth of God is the
greatest thing in the world. This is the end (purpose) of
life." Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Children: What does it take to be a follower of Jesus?
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ST. BERNARD’S CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director, 516-731-8511

As we begin a new year, may this be the year your
family becomes true stewards of God's earth. Referring
to Pope Francis' encyclical "Laudato Si", he reflected on
how St. Francis of Assisi would call creatures by the
name of "brother" or "sister" in order to be in communion with nature. He feels if we are united with all that
exists then we will care for nature simultaneously. We
are faithful stewards of what God has given us and not
to be consumers of the earth.

to cut down credit card debt. Look for God in nature.
Enjoy simple pleasures. Look for the sacred in the ordinary moments of family life. Does your cell phone rule
you or do you use it only for information and emergencies? Do you look up at the blue sky and the faces
around or are you constantly looking down at your cell
phone? Do you value things rather than people? Turn off
water when brushing teeth, turn off the lights in your
home or school bathrooms when not is use, rake leaves
with muscle power and not with gas-powered leaf blowers, use hand -held grass clippers rather than electric
trimmers, re-use aluminum foil when wrapping sandwiches. Suffolk County now mandates grocery shoppers
to re-use cloth or paper bags otherwise it's 5 cents per
plastic bag, enjoy parks, donate outgrown clothing to the
needy and participate in our JAN 21st COAT DRIVE
for CHILDREN at all morning Masses, pray for the
poor, supply our food pantry with non-perishables, don't
litter, pick up trash around the yard or church property,
plant a garden in the spring, and finally, challenge yourself on how you can live out these ideals in order to be
stewards of God's beautiful earth. Happy new year to all
as you enjoy the gifts of God's creation, yes, even the
snow!

Pope Francis sees our world "beginning to look
more like an immense pile of filth" with the amounts of
trash that take over our landscapes that were once beauties to behold. We live in a "throwaway culture" that
views everything old and disposable. Our pope values
recycling as an essential part of life. A comical yet somber look at this throwaway culture can be seen in an old
Pixar movie "WALL-E." He says we "were not meant
to be inundated by cement, asphalt, glass and metal and
deprived of physical contact with nature. " Many of our
cities seem to be inhuman because of their ability to disconnect us from the natural world.
And so, I suggest recycle, do without, try not to
waste resources, and do care for what you own. Try not
to charge luxuries and pay cash for necessities if possible

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
Employment Opportunity
Hiring a Bilingual Medical Secretary to provide secretarial and
administrative support to the Charles Evans Center located at 857 South
Oyster Bay Road, Bethpage. High School diploma or equivalent
required; 1 year of secretarial/office experience a must; must be Spanish
bilingual and be computer literate with excellent data entry skills.
Schedule is Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 am-5:00pm;
Tuesday 12Noon-8:00pm; First Saturday of every month, 8:30am to
3pm.
If interested, please contact Aimee C. Keegan, Director, Development
& Community Relations, ACLD, 807 South Oyster Bay Road,
Bethpage NY 11714. Phone: 516-822-0028 x206. www.acld.org

Help restore the right to life for preborn children.
Please join the Long Island Coalition for Life for the Roe v. Wade
Anniversary Memorial Face the Truth event on Sunday, January 21,
2018, from 1:30p.m. to 3:00p.m. This peaceful public witness will be
held on the sidewalk in front of Nassau University Medical Center (2201
Hempstead Tpke., E Meadow), a hospital that commits abortions. Be a
positive sign for LIFE! Signs provided. Sponsored by: Long Island
Coalition for Life (631) 243-1435, info@prolifeLI.org.
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Healing Meditation
for Beginners Series
(4 week series)
January 16, 23, 30, February 6, 2018
Tuesday, 9:30am – 10:15 am
Meditation is recommended for
everything from relaxation,
relationships, business performance
and enhancement as well as to
manage pain, loss, and anxiety…all in
one spiritual practice. Come and sit
with Jamie and learn to quiet the mind
while enjoying guided meditations to
relax and heal the soul.
Presenter: Jamie Tedesco-Cohen
Donation: $35/series Deposit: $20
Please call to register or online at
www.taborretreatcenter.net

Abortion Controversies and Queries
According to Wikipedia: Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113, is a landmark decision issued in
1973 by the United States Supreme Court on the issue of the constitutionality of laws that
criminalized or restricted access to abortions. The Court ruled 7–2 that a right to privacy
under the Due Process Clause of the 14th Amendment extended to a woman's decision
to have an abortion, but that this right must be balanced against the state's interests in
regulating abortions: protecting women's health and protecting the potentiality of human life. Arguing that
these state interests became stronger over the course of a pregnancy, the Court resolved this balancing test
by tying state regulation of abortion to the third trimester of pregnancy.
On January 22nd 1973 the death knell rang for innocent life across the Nation. From that day on we
have lost hundreds of thousands of lives every year. To date there have been as many
as 59,136,157 surgical abortions since 1973. That’s over 59 MILLION babies that
have died to surgical abortion since 1973. It gets worse. The total is: 1,440,879,462
Abortions WORLDWIDE. Over One BILLION babies lost to surgical abortion.
(Stats taken from usabortionclock.org) [Surgical abortions count for some abortions.
There are new procedures called Chemical Abortions that are not reflected in these
numbers. The numbers would then double.] According to the Guttmacher Institute report over 1 baby per
second would have died to abortion since 1980. I must reiterate: 1 BABY every SECOND! It was in 1980
that the world was introduced to the horrors of Abortion. When does this madness end?
We do have tools at our disposal to make a change. The first would be prayer. Praying
that our nation changes its course. Praying that every woman who is confronted with this
choice understands what they will live with for years to come. Pray for the babies who
have been aborted and pray for the woman who already made that decision. Many live
with the guilt of what they’ve done and the wonder of what that child may have turned out
to be. God forgives and so do those infants. That’s important to understand because as
these woman now guide others they have become wiser. They can now guide the next
generation away from this horrific choice.
The second tool would be for us to support and assist those woman with unintended pregnancies.
Making sure we advertise and support programs like Birthright and the Life Center.
Create places and policies where woman would feel supported and not condemned.
That we, as a society, help them make the best choice by making the right choice to
save a life and embrace that child in love.
On January 19th, 2018 many people will be going down to Washington D.C. to
protest Abortion and to have their voices heard. For those of us who cannot be there
with them, let us join together in prayer and adoration. On that Friday January 19th
at 12:00 to 1:00 we will have a Holy Hour of prayer and Silence. Please join us.
God be with you always and in all ways.
Peace
Fr. Joe
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY
St. Vincent de Paul:
Many thanks to everyone who remembers our lowincome Levittown neighbors with donations to the
pantry. During the month of December
This week our pantry needs include:





Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P., 731-6074

The Souper Bowl of Caring:
We have begun our planning for the Souper Bowl of
Caring which will take place the first weekend of
February 2018! We will be working with the students
from Molloy College who visit a very poor, rural
community in Appalachia each year! We hope that
your family can begin its scavenger hunt for those loose
coins to contribute on Souper Bowl weekend!

Canned pasta (Chef Boy-ar-dee style)
Peanut butter and jelly
Cup o’ Noodles and Ramen Noodles
Laundry detergent
As always, thank you!
Please remember the poor boxes and to
“buy one, get one free!”

Here is something about our charity:

SAVE THE DATE!
The next meeting of the Charitable KIDZ will take
place on Saturday, January 20th at 10:00 a.m. in the
parish center. Young people from 8th grade and older
are welcome, as are their parents.
We will be strategizing about our upcoming
We are so thrilled that Charitable KIDZ have chosen
our Appalachia Project at Molloy College this year for
“Souper Bowl of Caring!” Each year, students and
employees from Molloy College travel to the Big Laurel
Learning Center in Kermit, West Virginia to run a
camp for boys in the area for one week. Kermit
continues to be one of the poorest rural areas in the
nation. Most of the boys who come to the camp live in
extreme poverty. Although they go to school, they
struggle with reading and writing. If they graduate from
high school, very few go to college. The Big Laurel
Learning Center is run by two religious sisters, Sister
Kathy O’Hagan and Sister Gretchen Shaffer. Besides
this camp, the sisters provide programs for the people in
the area throughout the year.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING~~
The Appalachia Project~~February 3+4, 2018!
Don’t miss it!
HOPE for our Community:
Healing & Opioid Prevention Education~~ Prescription
Drug and Heroin Addiction affects all our families,
friends and community. Join us to heal, learn and save
lives!
On Thursday, January 18 at St. Rose of Lima Parish, 2
Bayview Avenue, Massapequa, there will be:


Healing/Recovery Mass in Church at 6:00 p.m.



Opioid Prevention Education and Nalaxone (Narcan)
Training in Meeting Room at 7:00 p.m.

Education and Training is provided by YES Community
Counseling Center. Registration is required for the
training. Please call 799-3000 x 131 to register.
A children's COAT DRIVE will be held the morning of
January 21st at all Masses. Our level 7 students will be
collecting new, cleaned and gently used coats for children
before and after all the Masses for morning only. (not the
5:30pm Sunday Mass ). In our unusually cold winter, all
donations will be greatly appreciated and then forwarded to
the Parish Social Ministry Oﬃce. Thank you for thinking of
others.
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Throughout the school year, we hold fundraisers to raise
money to give to the sisters. All of the money raised
goes directly to the people. It is an amazing experience
that we are so blessed to part of! Thank you again for
choosing Molloy College and this very special trip!
God bless!

Sister Diane Capuano, OP
Associate Director of Campus Ministries at
Molloy College, Rockville Centre, NY
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STEVEN JOHN ESPOSITO
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 2018
Steven John Esposito (1985-2012) lived all his life in Levittown, New York. As a
child Steven enjoyed playing sports, especially baseball, football and basketball. Along with his older
brother Michael, Steven participated in the St. Bernard’s CYO Basketball Program.
This year the Steven John Esposito Memorial Scholarship will award two athletes, each with a $150 scholarship
towards a St. Bernards CYO basketball camp, clinic, or team fee.
The applicant should display team spirit, sportsmanship and want to improve his or her basketball skills.
The applicant should be caring and display kindness and respect towards family, coaches and teammates.
The applicant should submit a short, type-written essay, no more than 500 words: What important lessons
have you learned by playing basketball? How have these lessons positively impacted your life at home
and in school? PLEASE REMEMBER TO ANSWER THE ESSAY QUESTIONS
Requirements:
1. This scholarship is open to any child who participates in St. Bernard’s CYO
Basketball Program
2. Applications and essays must be received by March 1, 2018. No late submissions
please. Applications can be downloaded from the CYO website: stbernardcyo.org
3. Send applications, attached as a word document to:
SJEMemorialScholarship@gmail.com subject: CYO Scholarship 2018
4. Only one application per individual will be accepted

St Bernard’s Basketball
2nd Grade Clinic & Girls Intramural’s
Grades 3 thru 10th
League Registration Is Still Open!!!
Teams are forming now.
Player Evaluations will take place on January 19th and 24th
Please register online at STBERNARDCYO.org
For more info: call 516-779-2728 or email info@stbernardcyo.org.
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WANTAGH
603 Wantagh Avenue

EAST MEADOW
2515 N. Jerusalem Road

516-826-1010

516-731-5550

Serving Proudly the St. Bernard Parish for over 50 Years

QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS
P H IL C E P A RA N O

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

Mary Ann Nuzzi, C.P.A.

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER

Highly Recommended By His Customers
TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com
Serving the Parish Area

516-454-6557

WEDDINGS&
&EVENTS
EVENTS
WEDDINGS
WEDDINGS
& EVENTS
NEWLY REDECORATED BALLROOMS

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small
Insured

NEWLY REDECORATED
BALLROOMS
SURROUNDED
BY SPRAWLING
GARDENS
REDECORATED
BALLROOMS
NEWLY
SPRAWLING
GARDENS
SURROUNDED
&BY
OUTDOOR
CHAPELS
INDOOR
SURROUNDED
BY SPRAWLING
GARDENS
AWARD-WINNING
INDOOR
&
OUTDOORCUISINE
CHAPELS
INDOOR & OUTDOOR CHAPELS
AWARD-WINNING CUISINE

INCOME TAXES
• Available Year-Round

516-731-4635

AWARD-WINNING CUISINE

631-724-3242
631-724-3242
631-724-3242
info@watermillcaterers.com
info@watermillcaterers.com
info@watermillcaterers.com
www.watermillcaterers.com
www.watermillcaterers.com
www.watermillcaterers.com
Smithtown NY
Smithtown
SmithtownNY
NY

Comforting families Since 1924
ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Family Owned and Operated by Timothy J. Dalton and Beth Dalton-Costello

LEVITTOWN
2786 Hempstead Tpk.
(516) 796-0400

HICKSVILLE
47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 931-0262

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com
RAYMOND NARDO
HOLY INNOCENTS COUNCIL #3581
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

3581 Jeffries Rd., Levittown, N.Y.
For Membership info Call (516) 731-9018

129 Third St., Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?
Do You Need a Will?

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514
Lic/Ins

**********
Banquet Facility available (516) 735-1724

516-248-2121

George Holub, Computer Surgeon

John A. Spiegelman

Licensed Financial Services Professional
*Insurance *Investments *College Funding
*Business Planning *Retirement Planning

The Computer Surgeons

Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

(516) 495-2931
jspiegelman@ft.newyorklife.com
www.JohnASpiegelman.com

“We Make Your Computer Healthy Again”

PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600
Fax (631) 242-8084
www.thecomputersurgeons.com

DIVISION
CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
731-8900

Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections

40 Division Ave.
Levittown

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL
HOMES, INC.
655 Old Country Road

125 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714
(516) 935-7100

KENS FAUCET

& TOILET REPAIRS INC.

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Licensed Master Plumber • Serving the community since 1990

All Plumbing Repairs • All Bathroom Leaks
Special discount for all veterans
and military families

516-796-2100

John Satriano, ABR, SRES

N.Y.S. Lic. R.E. Broker Associate
Notary Public

Prevete Real Estate

3705 Hempstead Turnpike
Levittown, New York 11756

Business (516) 520-3838
Fax (516) 520-5738
Cell (516) 330-9940

“YOU’LL BE AMAZED”
DEADLINE CALL FOR FREE Market Analysis
ST
MARCH 1
Your Personal Realtor

mptrg.com/bulletins • 516.479.9178 Hablamos Español
Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC

Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 938-4311
“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

- Member Long Island Board of Realtors
- Member New York State Association of Realtors
- Member National Association of Realtors
Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR.
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

798-8943

#172 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com

Happy to
announce
Phil is back to
work after
his successful
surger y

PLUMBING & HEATING

All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

And
Holidays

