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Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed 
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation! 

Confessions: 

Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm.  Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and 

Benediction: 

Monday: Check schedule on page 4. 

Morning Prayer: 

Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are 

available.  

Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our 

Christian community!  Baptisms are held on select Sundays at 

1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before 

an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born – 

to ensure enough time to complete the baptism 

preparation process.  Our three-step preparation process 

includes:  1)  at-home reading and preparation by the parents; 

2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff; 

and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning 

gathering,  which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am 

“Family-friendly” Mass.  Please call 731-4220 or e-mail 

parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information 

and preparation packet. 

Marriages:  Church arrangements should be made at least 

6 months before  the marriage and before making any 

contracts with restaurants or caterers.  Please call the 

Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest,  731-4220. 

Ministry to the Sick and Aging:  If you are,  or know of 

someone who is  homebound and would like to receive Holy 

Communion,  please call the rectory at 731-4220. 

St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218  

Usher Coordinator: John Lyons  (516) 390-5150 or                                   

Jlyons8234@gmail.com 

Spiritual Life 

Schedule of Masses: 
Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,                     
12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass) 
Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith, Hope 
and Love at St. Bernard’s?  Sign-up and get to know us at 
one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and Wel-
come evenings! For information, call the parish office at  
516-731-4220, or download a form from our website 
www.stbernardchurch.org.  Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on 
the bottom of the home page form.  If you move away,  
please notify us as well.  

S T.BERNARD’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

516-731-4220 Phone/516-731-4355 Fax  
Email: Parish@StBernardChurch.org 
Website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor                                 

Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org                           
ext. 130 

Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor                
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 128 
Father Innocent Mbaegbu 

ebere1212@yahoo.com 
Father Innocent Duru, Chaplain In Residence 

onyeduru@yahoo.com  
Deacon John Blakeney                                             

DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org     
           516-731-4220 

Deacon James Flannery                                         
Aquinas69@gmail.com 

 516-731-4220 
 

Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education 
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org 

 516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax 
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays. 

 
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,   

Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry 
PSM@StBernardChurch.org                                 

516-731-6074 
Ms. Sarah Kropac, Coordinator of Youth Ministry   

skropac@stbernardchurch.org                                         
 

Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music 
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 142 
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate               

DVella@StBernardChurch.org 
ext. 143 

Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan                  
Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org                          

516-731-4220 
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager 

facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org  
            ext. 120 

Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance 
Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org 

        ext. 126 
CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org 

website: www.stbernardcyo.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 

With faith, hope, and love the people of   

St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to 
bring the gospel of  Jesus 

 to the Levittown Community and beyond. 

mailto:Bulletin@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:parish@stbernardslevittown.org
mailto:Jlyons8234@gmail.com
http://www.StBernardChurch.org
http://www.stbernardchurch.org
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mailto:Aquinas69@gmail.com
mailto:RelEd@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:PSM@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:skropac@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:MJWitte@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:dvella@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Sacristan@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Maintenance@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:info@stbernardcyo.org
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Out of joy!   
 

E– mail Father Ralph:  shepherd@StBernardChurch.org 

There are so many ways to read the gospels and one of my favorite is to read a 

passage twice -- once to know what it is about, and second to see what word, 

phrase or image “grabs” me.  So this week when I read the gospel for Sunday 

(Matthew 13:44-52) the parable was about a person who found a treasure in a 

field and “out of joy” goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  I don’t 

know why, but the phrase “out of joy” jumped out at me. 

 

Jesus could have used any other phrase to describe the person’s attitude: “out of 

greed”, “out of enthusiasm”, “out of entrepreneurship”, “out of cleverness”, etc. 

But he uses the word “joy”.  I guess it shouldn’t surprise me because he is 

speaking of what the reign of God is like and certainly living in God’s way is filled 

with joy.  And didn’t Pope Francis entitle one of his first letters, “The Joy of the 

Gospel?”  As he wrote, “The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who 

encounter Jesus.  Those who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, 

sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness.  With Christ joy is constantly born anew.” 

 

So the summer question I’m reflecting on this week is: “Where is my treasure and 

where is my joy?”  One the one hand I’m filled with joy because I’m on vacation 

and whether the day was rainy or sunny, I’ve been enjoying the gift of nature and 

quiet moments and I’m trying to pay close attention to what I encounter from the 

taste of sourdough bread to the sunset.  On the other hand, I’m filled with joy 

because I’m looking to coming back to be with you all -- I really have missed you. 

I’m hoping for some good opportunities to visit with parishioners in the weeks 

ahead. 

 

Finally, I’m seeing this “selling everything” in order to buy the field in terms of 

our upcoming parish renovation.  As our feasibility study is finishing up (and 

thank you to all who sent in your survey -- if you didn’t there’s still time this week 

-- you can do it online at: www.stbernardchurch.org/quicksurvey ) I’m thinking 

that we’ll have a much more beautiful and spiritual campus (safer and more 

serviceable too) if we invest in it together.  Once we have permission to begin a 

fund-raising campaign I’m hoping there’ll be a lot of joyful giving!  

 

But for now, back to the joyful hammock! 

Blood Drive Success 

Thanks to all who came to 

donate blood last weekend.  

We collected 101 pints of life-

saving blood. 

Congratulations to those who 

gave for the first time as well 

as veteran donors. 

 

Feast Day Coming 

This year the Feast Day of 

Saint Bernard of Clairvaux 

falls on a Sunday (August 

20th) and true to our annual 

tradition we’ll have a bring-

your-own food picnic on the 

great lawn after the evening 

Mass. Plan on attending the 

5:30 Mass or if you attend 

earlier, come back for the 

picnic to celebrate with 

fellow parishioners. 

 

Sommer in the Summer 

A few August dates are still 

available for a visit from your 

pastor during the summer 

months. Check out the details 

and the calendar online: 

www.stbernardchurch.org/ 

sommertime 

And don’t hesitate to invite 

any of our priests to local 

block parties and family 

festive events.  We love to go 

out among the “flock. 

 

mailto:shepherd@stbernardchurch.org
http://www.stbernardchurch.org/quicksurvey
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      Gifts of treasure 
 

Sunday collections 

 July 23, 2017   July 24, 2016 

 $  11,860.65    $  11,803.60 

 497 envelopes   468 envelopes 

Faith Direct 

 $    2,145.00   $    2,388.00  

Total Collection 

 $  14,005.65    $   14,191.60  

 

Second Collection—Air Conditioning 

 $     4,037.55   $     3,391.90  

 315 envelopes   240 envelopes  

Faith Direct 

Have you enrolled yet? 
www.faithdirect.net   Code = NY272 

 Monday, July 31 
 10:0 am Fr. Augustine’s Watercolor Lessons for Kids,  
   Parish Center 
 2:00 pm Cancelled. No Zumba Gold Today. Classes will 
   resume on Wednesday Sept. 6 
 7:30 pm Miraculous Medal Novena, Church 
 Tuesday, August 1 
 10:00 am Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center 
 11:00 am Alzheimer Caregiver Support Group, Parish  
 6:30 pm Fr. Augustine’s Returning Students Water 
  color Lessons, Parish Center 
 7:00 pm Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room 
 7:00 pm Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206 
 7:30 pm AA Meeting, School Room 207 
Wednesday, August 2 
 7:00 pm Faith in Film, Parish Center 
 8:00 pm Bread of Life Prayer Group, Parish Center 
 Thursday, August 3 
 10:00 am Shawl Ministry, Parish Center 
 6:30 pm Fr. Augustine’s Watercolor Lessons for new  
   adult students, Parish Center 
 Saturday, August 5 
 11:00 am Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria 
 8:00 pm Nocturnal Adoration, Church 
 Sunday, August 6 
 6:30 pm Youth Ministry Meeting, YM Room (School) 
 7:00 pm Men’s Catholic Fellowship, Prayer Room 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting, Cafeteria 

NOCTURNAL ADORATION SOCIETY gathers 

this Saturday, August 5 at 8:00 pm in 
the Church. All are welcome to attend 
and spend time in adoration of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.  

           Parish News 

 Parish  calendar (Subject to change) 

Slate Lane Swim Team & Girl Scout Troop 3637 

will be holding a  

Food Drive 
for the benefit of 

 St. Bernard’s pantry  

on Tuesday, August 1,  

1pm—4pm 

at King Kullen, Levittown 

 

Today, July 30, last day last  

chance to purchase selected  

paintings  by Father Augustine.  

See page 11 for details. 

Padre Pio Prayer Group 

See page 13 

The Rosary Society will meet in 

the prayer room of the Church on 

Monday, August 7 at 12:30 PM where 

we will pray the rosary together. We 

will pray for peace everywhere, Pope 

Francis and the leaders of the church, 

all clergy, especially Father Ralph, 

Father Joe, Father Innocent, and Father Augustine. We 

will also pray for our sister rosarians, living and 

deceased, especially those who are sick or in need of 

prayers, and our individual intentions. All women of the 

parish are welcome. Please join us. 

http://www.faithdirect.net
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BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

Second Time 
Nicholas Monaco, Most Precious Blood, Denver Co. 

(formerly of St Bernard’s) 
Kamila Maslowiec, Most Precious Blood Denver Co.  

Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List 

 

Pray for our beloved deceased 

 and those who mourn for them 

 

Richard A. Calabro                   Agnes A. Faby  

 William P. Silletti 

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.  
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.  

Thank you for cooperating and God bless all. 

Pray for the sick of our parish 

Baby Mason Francis Combs   
Susan Arena                           Brian Austin                      Arlene Barsch                   
Irene Boyce                          Jean Caprera                     Rosemary Clark                     
Ed Costello                  Monica DeLaRosa              Sr. Juliana Deptuch 
Debra Dowdell                   Margaret Dowdell                  Gerry Finlan                                
Jim Finlan                              Linda Fitz                      Kathleen Flaherty              
Rich Fuleki                         Teresita Gallego                 Regina Gorman                 
Colleen Grasing                        John Guiffre                          Mike Hach                            
Patricia Hafner                   Carolyn Hakim                  Cynthia Hansen                     
Donna Hare                           John Hartofil                         Vicki Jacona                        
Ann Johnson                     Steve Jugan                    Jerome W. Kalkhof              
Anne Kalman          Claudia Kwasnik             Katherine Anne Kwestel              
Violet Kwestel               Tia Mabanta                       Andrew Mahoney                
Lucy Marconi                 Gene McDonagh             William McDonagh          
Teresa McDonald          Dr. John McLaughlin                Mary McLean                
Mary Messina                  Irmgard Montanino               Kerri Orlando                  
Johnny Perdue                   Rosina Perri                    Catherine Pipinou                
Joan Rampolla                 Fred Rappa                Laureen Quinn-Sturge           
Deanne Reilly             John Rotondo, Jr.                  John Rotondo, Sr.                  
Flore Rowe                     Federico Rueda                        Terri Saccente                         
Eve Saint                           Thomas Saint                             Angela Scilla                     
Terry Sherwood                     Norma Steiger               Louis Steinberg 
David Testa                       Rosalie Travers                      Theresa Votta                 
Brendan Wagner             Richard Yankowski                     

Justine  Bischof            Thomas Sheridan          Mary Vonstein 

Help Us Keep the Sick List Up-to-date 
When your loved one’s health improves, please call the rectory at 
516-731-4220  to let us know so their name can be removed 
from the sick list. It is important that the list remain current.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

         mass intentions 

Baptisms 
We welcome into the parish the following new members 

 

Aria Rose Crocitto      Natalie Grace Ferretti   

Oliver Michael Foster           Derek Anthony Fox  

Congratulations to the happy parents. 

SACRAMENTS 

This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions. 

 Saturday,  July 29  

 5:00 pm Marie Collins 

  Sunday, July 30 

 7:30 am Brett Alexander Billings 

 9:00 am Yolanda Dunne 

 10:30 am For all parishioners, 

  Eileen Gonyon, 

  Marge Foley-3rd Anniversary, 

  Lorraine Kojac, 

  Gerard Valinoti 

 12 Noon Vincenza "D" Ruckdeschel-6th Anniversary 

 5:30 pm John Giordano 

 Monday,  July 31 

 8:00 am Tara Tunison– Living 

 Tuesday, August 1 

 8:00 am Peggy Byrnes– Birthday Remembrance 

Wednesday, August 2 

 8:00 am Living & deceased members of the  

  Lynch and Albano Family 

 Thursday August 3 

 8:00 am Patrick F. Steffens 

 Friday, August 4 

 8:00 am Deceased members of the Hall Family 

 Saturday, August 5 

 8:00 am Myra Celentanto, 

  Jayne Jaros, 

  Walter M., Jr. and Dorothy O. Shepski, 

  MaryEllen Gillis– Living 

 5:00 pm Stephen Witkowski 

  Sunday, August 6 

 7:30 am Roque Joaquin Minier 

 9:00 am Marie, Robert, and Kenneth Jarosz 

 10:30 am Pat Kraft-MacDonald, 

  Saveria Criscuolo, 

  Yolanda Dunne, 

  John Giordano 

 12 Noon For all parishioners 

 5:30 pm Margaret Anderson 
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  Adult faith formation Our Mission: 
Bringing the Gospel to the Levittown 

Community and Beyond! 

St. Bernard’s  
Baptism  
Ministry 

  

  

We are looking for church-going married  

couples or single parents of young children who are 

willing to share how and why they make faith a 

 priority in their family’s life. 

Commitment is for an occasional Sunday morning to 

attend Mass and talk informally as part of a team  

with parents preparing children for Baptism. 

(You do not need to run the meetings!) 

  

Also needed: teens or adults to provide childcare 

during meetings! 
  

Contact Diane Vella at 516-731-4220 ext. 143 or 
dvella@stbernardchurch.org for information. 

We’re preparing 

to begin recycling 

at the parish! 
 

An organizing meeting will be held on  

Monday, July 31 at 7:00 p.m. in the  

parish center. 
 

Interested in getting involved? 

Contact Diane Vella at 516-731-4220 or 

dvella@stbernardchurch.org 

  

  
  

  

The Catholic Faith and  
the Common Good:   

HEALTHCARE REFORM 
  

This is the latest in our series of articles to keep  

parishioners informed about what the United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops is saying about the current issues affecting 

the common good.  More information is available at  

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-

dignity/health-care/index.cfm 
  

U.S. BISHOPS DOMESTIC JUSTICE CHAIRMAN 
EXHORTS SENATE FOR MORE REASONABLE 

APPROACH ON HEALTH CARE 

WASHINGTON, JULY 21, 2017—In light of uncertainty about 

how the Senate will proceed on health care in the coming days, 

Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Venice, Florida, Chairman of the 

U.S. Bishops' Committee on Domestic Justice and Human 

Development, called on the Senate to fix problems with the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) in a more narrow way, rather than 

repeal it without an adequate replacement. 

"Before any legislation had been proposed, the bishops were 

clear that a repeal of key provisions of the Affordable Care Act 

ought not be undertaken without the concurrent passage of a 

replacement plan that ensures access to adequate health care 

for the millions of people who now rely upon it for their 

wellbeing," wrote Dewane in the July 20 letter to the full Senate. 

"To end coverage for those who struggle every day without an 

adequate alternative in place would be devastating." 

 "The American Health Care Act legislation from the U.S. House 

of Representatives and the Better Care Reconciliation Act from 

the Senate were seriously flawed, and would have harmed 

those most in need in unacceptable ways. In the face of 

difficulties passing these proposals, the appropriate response is 

not to create greater uncertainty, especially for those who can 

bear it least, by repealing the ACA without a replacement. 

Bishop Dewane urged Congress "to address the ACA's moral 
deficiencies and challenges with long-term sustainability" by 
"more narrow reforms, and in a bipartisan way." Included in this 
would be extending full Hyde Amendment protections to the 
ACA, enacting laws that protect the conscience rights of all 
stakeholders in health care, protecting religious freedom, and 
passing legislation that begins to address barriers to access and 
affordability for the poor. The full letter can be found at: http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-
care/letter-to-senate-on-affortable-care-act-2017-07-20.cfm 

 

As Catholic Christians we are called to carefully 

consider the guidance of our bishops on this matter, and 

to use our power as citizens to ensure that the bishops’ 

goals  of proclaiming the Gospel of life, protecting the 

least among us, and pursuing the common good are 

honored.  

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/index.cfmC:/Users/DIANE/Documents/65th%20Anniversary%202014
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/index.cfmC:/Users/DIANE/Documents/65th%20Anniversary%202014
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/letter-to-senate-on-affortable-care-act-2017-07-20.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/letter-to-senate-on-affortable-care-act-2017-07-20.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/letter-to-senate-on-affortable-care-act-2017-07-20.cfm
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Maybe  

it’s Time  

to Belong 
  

 Going to church but not baptized?    

 Baptized, going to a Catholic church  

 but not Catholic?    

 Baptized Catholic, going to church,   

 but not confirmed in the faith? 

Join the journey to adult faith! 

 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Best time to call:  _________________________________________________ 

  

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Place form in collection basket,  

or contact Diane Vella:  516-731-4220 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org 

 

  ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

I met with 

ANOTHER great couple this week to arrange the 

Baptism of their child.  Like many couples these days, 

they were not married in the Catholic Church.  This 

time the issue was not prior marriages for either of 

them that had to be annulled.  They had not 

approached the Church about their wedding because 

he came from a Jewish background, and they just 

knew that they couldn’t get married in the Catholic 

Church.  Everybody told them that.  NOT!!  Catholics 

may indeed marry Jews, Muslims, Hindus, or others in 

a Catholic Church as long as they consent to the 

Catholic ceremony.  Once again, the best source for 

information about the Catholic Church is your 

Catholic parish!  

 To be continued next week... 
  

Questions?  Contact Diane Vella at 516-731-4220 or    
dvella@stbernardchurch.org 

  

St Bernard's Fifth Annual  

Summer Faith in Film Festival 
an exploration of faith themes in modern film  

  

     Wednesday evenings, 7:00 p.m.  

in St. Bernard’s Air-Conditioned Parish Center 
Hosted by resident film critics Deacon John Blakeney and Father Augustine! 

  

August 2  A Man Called Ove (Sweden, 2015) 
The story of conversion of a man called Ove, a man in his late 50s who has lost his wife to 

cancer and lost his job due to redundancy.  He has suffered more bitter blows in life, some 

involving deceit by the people he calls “the white shirts.”  He is angry all the time, and 

demonstrates his anger by berating his neighbors.  Into his neighborhood moves in a young 

Iranian-Swedish family and Ove’s angry façade gets challenged.  Slowly we discover that 

behind the bitter person, there is a loving husband, a good neighbor and a kind human being.  

What changes him?   
 

Aug 9  Swing Street   Aug 23 Gran Torino 

Aug 16 Land of Mine   

by Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate  
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Liturgy corner 

The Collect speaks eloquently of God as the firm foundation of 

our lives; with that foundation, we can “use the good things 

that pass / in such a way as to hold fast even now/to those that 

even endure.” 

First Reading: When God offers to give Solomon 

whatever he might ask for, the young king does not 

hesitate: he asks for an understanding heart. We can 

sense how daunted he is by his task as he contrasts his 

own youthfulness and inexperience, and the 

overwhelming numbers and needs of the people over 

whom he has been placed. God grants his request and 

makes it clear that this is the best gift Solomon could 

have asked for. 

Responsorial Psalm 119 is a song of someone who--like 

Solomon—loves the Word of God more than anything 

else in life. 

Second Reading: “All things work for good for those 

who love God” (Romans 8:28). Paul is not simply being 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

July 30, 2017 

Saints of the Week  

Monday, July 31. St. Ignatius of Loyola was the 
founder and first Father General of the Society of Jesus, 
or Jesuits, and author of the Spiritual Exercises. Born in 

the Basque region of Spain, he joined the army and 
was severely wounded in battle. While 
recovering, he read about the life of Christ and 
the lives of the saints, and decided to emulate 
them. He laid his military equipment before a 
statue of Mary at the Benedictine abbey of 
Montserrat, and spent several months in a 
cave near Manresa. After making a pilgrimage 

to the Holy Land, he enrolled at the University 
of Paris, and he gathered six companions who 
would become the first Jesuits. 

 

Tuesday, August 1. Following a successful 

career as a lawyer, St. Alphonsus Liguori 
(1696-1787) lost a legal case that he believed to be a sign 
from God that he should change his ways and study for 
the priesthood. At the suggestion of a bishop friend, he 
founded the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, 
also known as the Redemptorists, a community of priests 
dedicated to preaching, hearing confessions, and 

administering the sacraments. One of the most important 
contributions to the Church is his prolific writing in the 

optimistic or ignoring the challenges of life—he certainly 

experienced his share of those! Rather, he is expressing 

his profound faith that we are all in God’s hands, not 

only now but from the beginning of time and to the end 

of time. God’s protection and his call are with us even 

before we are aware of them. 

Gospel: Jesus continues to speak about the Kingdom in 

parables. The Kingdom is incredibly precious—a 

treasure, a pearl—and if we wish to attain it, we must 

sacrifice a great deal—perhaps even sell all we have. The 

parable of the net thrown into the sea, like the parable of 

the weeds and the wheat we heard last week, reminds us 

that the kingdom is a messy business. Only at the end of 

the age will the good and wicked be separated from each 

other; until then, everyone is mixed up together. We 

must resist the temptation to sort ourselves out, to 

“throw away” some while retaining others. That task is 

reserved for the end of the age, the fulfillment of the 

kingdom of God. 

area of moral theology. Also included among his 
writings are many devotional works on Mary and the 
saints.  

 

Wednesday, August 2. St. Eusebius (283-371), 
the first bishop of Vercelli, spent much of his 
life trying to settle conflicts between Catholics 
and Arians (Arians denied the divinity of 
Christ.) 

And 

St. Peter Julian Eymard (1811-1868) changed 

immensely after he had an overwhelming 
experience of God’s love while carrying the 
Blessed Sacrament during the Corpus 
Christi procession. He decided to leave the 
Marist order to found the Blessed 
Sacrament Fathers, a community dedicated 

to perpetual adoration of the Eucharist. Later, he 
established a foundation of sisters, known as the Sisters 
of the Blessed Sacrament, and a confraternity of 
laypeople. He believed adoration of the Eucharist was 
not an end in itself, but a means to evangelization and 

service. 

 

The Month of August is 
dedicated to 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary  
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The Ride Home 
This feature is for families to share their thoughts 

as they travel to and from Church. 
  

Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

July 30, 2017 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52 

 

Adults: What would you be willing to “sell”, or do 

without, in order to achieve your dreams for yourself or 
your family? 
 

Children: What good thing do you want so much that 

you would give up something else to get it? 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, July 30. Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time. 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12; Romans 8:28-30; Psalm. 

119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130; Matthew 13:44-52. 

Monday, July 31. Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Loy-

ola, Priest. Exodus 32:15-24, 30-34; Psalm 106:19-23; 

Matthew 13:31-35.  

Tuesday, August 1. Memorial of Saint Alphonsus 

Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the Church. Exodus 

33:7-11; 34:5-9, 28; Psalm 103:6-13; Matthew 13:36-

43. 

Wednesday, August 2. Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99:5-

7, 9; Matthew 13:44-46. 

Thursday, August 3. Exodus 40:16-21, 34-38; Psalm 

84:3-6, 8-11; Matthew 13:47-53. 

Friday, August 4. Memorial of Saint John Vianney, 

Priest. Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34-37; Psalm 

81:3-6, 10-11; Matthew 13:54-58. 

Saturday, August 5. Leviticus 25:1, 8-17; Psalm 67:2-

3,  5, 7-8; Matthew 14:1-12.  

Sunday, August 6. Feast of the Transfiguration of 

the Lord. Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; 2 Peter 1:16-19; Psalm 

97:1-2, 5-6, 9; Matthew 17:1-9. 

Readings for  

July 30, 2017—August 6, 2017 

St. Bernard’S Center for  

Religious Education   

Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director,   
516-731-8511  

Catholics For Freedom 
of Religion 

www.cffor.org 
 

School Districts Ban Prayer at HS 
Graduations  

 Indiana: Contrary to U.S. Department of Education 
guidelines and a recently passed Indiana House Bill, the 
Elkhart Community Schools have surrendered to the 

"Freedom From Religion Foundation" and banned 
prayer at Graduations after one parent complained to 
FFRF that a recent graduation ceremony opened with a 
prayer.  
 

Pennsylvania: In a similar incident, Beaver HS also 
violated the First Amendment and U.S. Dept. of 
Education policy when it did not permit a student to 
deliver her prepared graduation closing remarks because 
she mentioned thanks to God.  
  
"Truth will ultimately prevail where there is pains taken to 

bring it to light."  

George Washington  

Friday, August 4 

is the  First Friday  

of the month and is  

always dedicated to the  

Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Catechists Needed 

Would you like to become involved in an important 

ministry?  Consider sharing faith weekly with a small 

group of children this Fall as catechists are needed. 

Presently we have openings in levels 3, 4 and 5,  

Monday, Wednesday and Thursdays from 4:15-5:30pm.  

Grandparents, college students, retirees, parents of these 

grade levels are welcome to contact the Religious 

Education Office at 731- 8511.  Please leave your name 

and phone number.  Lesson plans and guidebooks are 

given. 

 

 "The harvest is great but the laborers are few" thus consider 

doing "something beautiful for God." 

(St. Teresa of Calcutta ) 

tel:516-731-8511
http://www.cffor.org/
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Parish social ministry   Sr. Christine Sammons,  O.P.,  731-6074 

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. Every Tuesday, 11:00 am to 

12:00 pm held in St. Bernard’s Parish Center.  This program is 

designed to help each other cope with the challenging situation of 

dealing with someone with dementia.  For more information, please 

call Mike Bartholomew at 516-735-1685. 

A Remembrance Ceremony 

Monday, August 14, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

152 Center Lane, Levittown. 

 

The ceremony is for any family/family member/friend 

who has lost a loved one to a substance abuse overdose, 

and to honor loved ones who have lost the battle of 

addiction.  It is requested that framed pictures of loved 

ones be brought to the ceremony; if a family member is 

interested in reading a poem during the ceremony, s/he 

would be welcome.  Please call 799-3203 for Corinne at 

ext. 122 or Kathleen at extension 127 if you would like 

to attend. 

 

1.  The best deterrent to drugs and alcohol is 

“parents.” 

We must acknowledge our children and recognize them. 

In getting to really know our children we must take the 

time to really be with them, taking the time to notice 

what they do, what they say, what they struggle with, 

what they achieve. 

Acknowledging means taking the time to “notice.” 

Getting an “A” on a difficult math test will mean very 

little until we convey that we recognize their effort. 

 

2.  Set limits, set limits, set limits. 

They need help setting personal boundaries.  Depending 

on what is the issue for your child, ask yourself does it 

go over the line.  Extreme behaviors of any kind can set 

the stage for substance use later on. 

If it’s cell phone use set a limit in your home.  Cell 

phones during dinner are to be turned off (for everyone).  

Cell phones are to be turned off and put away in a 

community place at a certain time every night. (This is 

for everyone). 

No one sleeps with their cell phone.  If curfew is a 

problem, set a time to be home on school nights and on 

the weekends.  If curfew is abused there has to be a 

reasonable consequence that is understood ahead of 

time.  Set boundaries and most of all stick to them! 

 

3.Know your children’s friends and make it a point to 

meet the parents. 

If a party is happening at a friend’s house, call the 

parent and make sure an adult will be home and 

present… 

 

4.  Open up your house as a safe place for your kid’s 

friends to come for studying, or just hanging out. 

Start a small monthly or weekly parenting group. Invite 

them to your home or go out for a bite together.  

Collaborate on how you can help each other out, share 

concerns and successes about parenting without 

violating any personal information about your teen.  

Trade ideas; what’s worked; what hasn’t. Discuss 

boundary setting, and collectively what you all would 

like to see for your kids. It takes a village!  Talk to one 

another, and most of all, don’t be afraid to “parent.” 

 

5. Talk about drugs and alcohol as a matter of fact.  

It’s in our society and surrounds our kids every day.  

Saying no is just not enough because too many kids just 

can’t see the consequences of crossing this line.  We 

must talk about the effects of experimenting with drugs 

and alcohol and we must choose a receptive moment 

when they are willing to talk with us about this subject.  

Because we are adults our job first and foremost is to 

keep our kids safe, so we must also send a clear message 

that we see things differently at times. 

We must let it be known that the most important thing 

is their safety, so there is to be no drinking/drugs and 

driving, and they are never to get into a car with 

someone that has been drinking or using drugs.  Have 

them call home for a ride or take a cab but convey the 

message that their life is more important than anything 

else and in your home safety comes first. 

http://cathytaughinbaugh.com/how-one-fatal-mistake-can-change-your-life/
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Water Color Art Show 
In order to facilitate more 
participation, the auction of 
watercolor paintings by 
Father Augustine will be 
extended to another week. 
The paintings will be on 
display in the prayer room of 
St. Bernard’s church, 
Levittown through July 30th 
for viewing and acquisition 
through silent auction. The proceeds of the sale of 
paintings go to help the ministry of the Little 
Sisters of the Poor for the aged and the destitute.  
 
The Little Sisters of the Poor provide service to the 
poorest of the poor in all the impoverished areas 
of the world.  They pick up the homeless and 
destitute from the streets and offer them quality 
dedicated service absolutely free. It is their 
charism to live by the providence of God without 
receiving big donations but sustain their ministry 
by begging day by day. This art show is only a little 
effort to afford them small help to support their 
mission. By buying one of these paintings you are 
adding your tiny mite to the great work of God for 
the poor.  

All the pictures are matted and framed and are 
ready to decorate your homes or to be presented 
as gifts. 

This will be a Silent Auction and here is the 
procedure: 

1) Please choose the painting that you are 
interested in and note the number. 

2) From the plastic box pick the card that bears 
that number.  

3) Write your name, phone number, and your 
offering for the painting.  

4)The highest bidder gets the picture.  

5)The last date for the auction will be July 30th . 

 

Thanks to the Peck Family for 
donating the picture frames. 

St. Vincent de Paul: 

We are not saying it out loud yet, but as we approach 

the beginning of August, the stores are starting to have 

sales on back-to-school supplies.  We are grateful to be 

able to help our parents with this big expense by 

providing a good supply of basics for their children.  In 

addition to the regular pens, pencils, pencil cases, 

rulers, marble notebooks, crayons, etc. which we 

ordinarily receive, we request these harder-to-come by 

supplies, if you can help us with one or more!  And of 

course, thank you! 

 

 2 inch 3-ring binders 

 3-inch 3-ring binders 

 Loose-leaf paper and dividers 

 3x5 index cards 

 Pocket folders 

 Markers 

 XL backpacks for High School or 

College (17-20-inch height) 

 NO spiral books, please! 

 

We can begin accepting these items in our office 

(Monday-Friday, 10-2; Saturday, 10:30-11:30) or in the 

food bin in church during weekend Masses.  Thank you 

in advance for your great generosity! 

 

Pantry needs this week include: 

 

 Canned meat (tuna, chicken) 

 Grape jelly 

 Boxes of macaroni & cheese 

 Canned pasta (“Chef Boy-ar-dee” type) 

 Beans (any kind—canned, dried) 

 

As always, thank you!   

Please remember the poor boxes and to 

“buy one, get one free!” 

 

Thanks!   

The Ancient Order of Hibernians conducted a very 

substantial food drive for our pantry on the July 15th-16th 

weekend.  We are especially grateful for their help 

during the summer when our children are home from 

school and spend more time eating!  Thanks, friends!  

We are grateful to you and to all who contributed food 

or supermarket gift cards at King Kullen! 

Parish social ministry   
 Sr. Christine Sammons,  O.P.,  731-6074 
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Thank you to all 101 Blood Donors who came down to our St. Bernard’s 

Summer Blood Drive.  We were hoping to get 80 pints of blood and exceeded that goal, 

receiving 81 pints of blood.  This is wonderful because there is an Emergency Appeal at 

this time and every donation is vital and greatly appreciated.  If for any reason you 

were turned away, please try again.  We need you!  God Bless! 
 

Ernie and Maryclare Meditz  

Blood Drive Chairpersons  

ANNUAL ST. BERNARD FEAST DAY  

MASS AND PICNIC! 
Sunday, August 20, 5:30 p.m. Mass  
followed by bring-your-own picnic on the Great Lawn 

Bring chairs, blankets, 

food (no grilling) and 

games.     

Knights of Columbus 

will provide the 

s’mores! 

First Time Donor! 
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Padre Pio Prayer Group 
Starting in September the Padre Pio Prayer group will meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of 

each month.  The meetings will take place in the church prayer room at 9:30 am unless 

there is a funeral; then the meeting will be moved to the Marian Room of the parish center.  

All are welcomed to come.  

The mission of the Padre Pio Prayer Group is to devote themselves to praying for those who 

are sick and/or suffering in any way.  Each and every day one member of the group will pray 

the rosary over all of your intentions. 

If you have anything you would like us to keep in prayer I would ask you to do one of two 

things.  Either you can fill out the form below and leave it for me in the rectory; or you can simply email me 

the information or any questions you may have about the group. 

E-mail:  stbernardpppg@gmail.com 

God be with you always and in all ways.  Fr. Joe 

 

Name of the person you wish us to keep in prayer: _________________________________ 

Are they presently living or deceased?  _____________________ 

Is this a perpetual on-going intention or are there a certain number of weeks you would like us to keep 

praying?_____________________________ 

Is there anything specific for this  

intention?:_____________________________________________ 

 
 
These intentions are to placed in a prayer box and prayed over daily.  As the Spiritual Director of the group 

Fr. Joe will be the only one to see the intentions. 

mailto:stbernardpppg@gmail.com
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ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE AUGUST 2017 

C=Crossbearer 1. Please arrive 15 minutes prior to Mass  

A=Acolyte  2. Please dress appropriately for Mass  

B= Bookbearer 3. Please find replacements if you cannot serve  

T=Thurifer  4. Please remember to sign in  

MASS August 5 & 6 August 12 & 13 August 19 & 20 August 26 & 27 

 The Transfiguration 19th Sunday of 20th Sunday of 21st Sunday of 

 of the Lord Ordinary Time Ordinary Time Ordinary Time 

5:00 pm Sat.     

C Walter Vasquez Jayson Melgar Eddie Cahill Collin McVetty 

A Marcela Vasquez Collin McVetty Michael Pietraniello Emilia Salazar 

A Britney Cardenas Louie Sabino Julianna Pietraniello Louie Sabino 

B Frank Vespa John Prosceo Kevin Prosceo Nic.Stueckenschneider 

7:30 am Sun.     

C Liam Burden Aidan McCaughey Michael Albrecht Aidan McCaughey 

A Zac Martin Colleen Daly Kenneth Gonzalez Britney Cardenas 

A Kathy Aguilar Jared Paladino Anthony Louie Ryan Thompson 

9:00am Sun.     

C Matthew Leshinsky Kathy Aguilar Gina McGough Zac Martin 

A Kevin Leshinsky Frank Pietraniello Kevin Leshinsky Gina McGough 

A Chris Leshiinsky Julianna Pietraniello Chris Leshiinsky Nicole Leshinsky 

B Alyssa Leshinsky Liliana Toborg Isabelle Torre Alyssa Leshinsky 

10:30 am Sun.     

C Michael Albrecht James May Tyler McManus Bridget Paddock 

A Jenna Summer Tyler McManus Jenna Summer Frank Pietraniello 

A Colin Siegel Greg Milau Nicole Barsch Michael Pietraniello 

B Thomas Kruk Isabelle Torre Frank Vespa Danny Lang 

12 noon Sun.     

C Michael Barsch Walter Vasquez Bridget Paddock Jared Paladino 

A Lauren Barsch Eddie Cahill Colleen Daly Anthony Louie 

A Emilia Salazar Marcela Vasquez Colin Siegel Kathy Aguilar 

B Danny Lang Christopher Gordon Nic.Stueckenschneider Ryan Paladino 

5:30 pm Sun     

C Tyler Zorn Liam Burden Tyler Zorn Jayson Melgar 

A Shannon Zorn Elisa Montanino Shannon Zorn Greg Milau 

A Anthony Louie Kenneth Gonzalez Elisa Montanino Shannon Zorn 

BB Christopher Gordon Isabella Montanino Isabella Montanino Thomas Kruk 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES To: L. Sabino     8/1          M. Albrecht     8/13  

                           T. McManus     8/15          B. Cardenas     8/23          C. Siegel     8/24 

 As always Thank You for your Service & Dedication to St. Bernard's  



PPHHIILL  CCEEPPAARRAANNOO PLUMBING & HEATING
All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat 
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER
Highly Recommended By His Customers

TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE DDIISSCCOOVVEERR  AA  FFAASSTT  &&  NNAATTUURRAALL WWAAYY  TTOO  LLOOSSEE  WWEEIIGGHHTT

TThhee SSaaddkkhhiinn CCoommpplleexx
For a Free Consultation: 516-280-7070

300 Garden City Plaza, Suite 250
(located near Roosevelt Field Mall)

GardenCity@Sadkhin.com

RAYMOND NARDO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

129 Third St.,  Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?

Do You Need a Will?
516-248-2121

HOLY INNOCENTS COUNCIL #3581
3581 Jeffries Rd., Levittown, N.Y.

For Membership info Call (516) 731-9018
* * * * * * * * * *Banquet Facility available (516) 735-1724

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514

John A. Spiegelman 
Licensed Financial Services Professional

*Insurance *Investments *College Funding 
*Business Planning *Retirement Planning

(516) 495-2931  
jspiegelman@ft.newyorklife.com
www.JohnASpiegelman.com

Law Office of Roy A. List
Wills • Trusts • Elder Law

Medicaid Planning • Medicaid Applications
Free Consultation

109 Newbridge Road, Hicksville
516-822-4100

www.elderlawyersny.com

DIVISION CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections
40 Division Ave.
Levittown

SSPPEECCIIAALLTTYY  CCAAKKEESS
BIRTHDAY • SWEET 16•WEDDING•ANNIVERSARY

OR ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN THINK OF
LET US BE AT YOUR NEXT PARTY!

2374 HEMPSTEAD TPKE., EAST MEADOW
551166--226611--99332200  ••  VVAALLEENNCCIIAABBAAKKEERRYY..NNEETT

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
125 Old Country Road 655 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714 Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 935-7100 (516) 938-4311

“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

Prevete Real Estate
3705 Hempstead Turnpike
Levittown, New York 11756
Business (516) 520-3838
Fax (516) 520-5738
Cell (516) 330-9940
“YOU’LL BE AMAZED”
CALL FOR FREE Market Analysis
Your Personal Realtor
- Member Long Island Board of Realtors
- Member New York State Association of Realtors
- Member National Association of Realtors
Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR. 

EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 

7 9 8 - 8 9 4 3
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John Satriano, ABR, SRES
N.Y.S. Lic. R.E. Broker Associate
Notary Public

731-8900

LEVITTOWN HICKSVILLE
2786 Hempstead Tpk. 47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 796-0400 (516) 931-0262

QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com

Serving the Parish Area

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small

Insured

516-454-6557

And
Holidays

Serving Proudly the St. Bernard Parish for over 50 Years

EAST MEADOW
2515 N. Jerusalem Road

516-826-1010

WANTAGH
603 Wantagh Avenue
516-731-5550

ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Lic/Ins

Comforting families Since 1924
Family Owned and Operated by Timothy J. Dalton and Beth Dalton-Costello

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com

MMAAKKIINNGG CCAAKKEESS SSIINNCCEE 11994488

No Medications,
No Special Foods,
No Surgeries, 

No Heavy Exercise.

$50 off any Service or IN STORE PURCHASE
KKEENNSS  FFAAUUCCEETT
&&TTOOIILLEETT  RREEPPAAIIRRSS  IINNCC..

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING REPAIR NEEDS
FAUCETS • TOILETS • SINKS
All Sewer Drain Lines Cleared
Lic/Inc Master Plumber
Specializing in All Plumbing Repairs.
Expert Leak Finder
PLUMBING & HEATING REPAIR
For a Great Service Experience Call:516-796-2100
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:
2586 HEMPSTEAD TPKE., EAST MEADOW, NY 11554
www.kensfaucetandtoiletrepairs.com
Email: kensfaucetappts@gmail.com

COME
IN AND

CHOOSE YOUR
FIXTURE, WE’LL

DO THE
REST!


