
  

 

 

Third Sunday of Lent 

March 19, 2017 

Jesus is Lord! 

 A community of Faith                hope              and love                    



 

2 

Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed 
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation! 

Confessions: 

Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm.  Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and 

Benediction: 

Monday: Check schedule on page 4. 

Morning Prayer: 

Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are 

available.  

Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our 

Christian community!  Baptisms are held on select Sundays at 

1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before 

an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born – 

to ensure enough time to complete the baptism 

preparation process.  Our three-step preparation process 

includes:  1)  at-home reading and preparation by the parents; 

2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff; 

and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning 

gathering,  which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am 

“Family-friendly” Mass.  Please call 731-4220 or e-mail 

parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information 

and preparation packet. 

Marriages:  Church arrangements should be made at least 

6 months before  the marriage and before making any 

contracts with restaurants or caterers.  Please call the 

Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest,  731-4220. 

Ministry to the Sick and Aging:  If you are,  or know of 

someone who is  homebound and would like to receive Holy 

Communion,  please call the rectory at 731-4220. 

St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218  

Usher Coordinator: John Lyons  (516) 390-5150 or                                   

Jlyons8234@gmail.com 

Spiritual Life 

Schedule of Masses: 

Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,                     

12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass) 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 

Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith, Hope 

and Love at St. Bernard’s?  Sign-up and get to know us at 

one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and Wel-

come evenings! For information, call the parish office at  

516-731-4220, or download a form from our website 

www.stbernardchurch.org.  Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on 

the bottom of the home page form.  If you move away,  

please notify us as well.  

S T.BERNARD’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

516-731-4220 Phone/516-731-4355 Fax  
Email: Parish@StBernardChurch.org 
Website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

PASTORAL TEAM 
Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor                                 

Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org                           

ext. 130 

Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor                

FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 128 

Father Innocent Mbaegbu 

ebere1212@yahoo.com 

Father Innocent Duru, Chaplain In Residence 

onyeduru@yahoo.com  
Deacon John Blakeney                                             

DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org     

           516-731-4220 

Deacon James Flannery                                         

Aquinas69@gmail.com 

 516-731-4220 
 

Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education 
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org 

 516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax 
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays. 

 

Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,   

Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry 

PSM@StBernardChurch.org                                 

516-731-6074 

Ms. Sarah Kropac, Coordinator of Youth Ministry   

skropac@stbernardchurch.org                                         
 

Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music 
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 142 

Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate               

DVella@StBernardChurch.org 

ext. 143 

Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan                  

Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org                          

516-731-4220 

Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager 
facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org  

            ext. 120 
Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance 

Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org 
        ext. 126 

CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org 
website: www.stbernardcyo.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 

With faith, hope, and love the people of   

St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to 

bring the gospel of  Jesus 

 to the Levittown Community and beyond. 

mailto:Bulletin@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:parish@stbernardslevittown.org
mailto:Jlyons8234@gmail.com
http://www.StBernardChurch.org
http://www.stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Parish@Stbernardchurch.org
http://www.StBernardChurch.org
mailto:shepherd@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:FrNohsBest@Stbernardchurch.org
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mailto:onyeduru@yahoo.com
mailto:DeaconJohn@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Aquinas69@gmail.com
mailto:RelEd@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:PSM@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:skropac@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:MJWitte@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:dvella@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Sacristan@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Maintenance@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:info@stbernardcyo.org
http://www.stbernardcyo.org
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Striking the Rock   
  

E– mail Father Ralph:  shepherd@StBernardChurch.org 

As the Israelites left Egypt for the promised land, they started to worry about 

the lack of water in the desert. We hear in the first reading at Mass today 

(Exodus 17:3-7) how Moses comes to the rescue as God tells him to strike the 

rock with his staff. Water began to flow from the rock and the people were 

saved. We “struck a rock” for the people of Ochagbe, Nigeria where until a few 

weeks ago, the women of the village had to walk two miles to carry water back 

to their homes. Now, due to the generosity of the people of Saint Bernard’s, 

water is flowing from a well drilled in the center of the village. (The 

parishioners contributed $15,000 to the project in Father Patrick’s home town.) 

 

I mentioned that the women carried the water because Father Patrick told me 

that this is who did this work -- he remembers walking with his mom when he 

was a child.  His mother continued to do this work til the well was put in. So 

when we hear in the Gospel today that Jesus encountered a woman at the well 

in Samaria (John 4: 5-42), it made me realize that women have been doing this 

work for thousands of years. 

 

So whether it was Moses (and God) providing water in the desert, the 

Samaritan woman providing water for a thirsty Jesus, or Levittown providing 

water for Ochagbe, we have some clear examples of how people choose to give 

life to others. Moses could have given up and led the people back to slavery, 

the woman at the well could have let her prejudice against a Jewish man keep 

him thirsty, and the people of Levittown could have closed their eyes to how 

others on the other side of the globe lived. But we didn’t. 

 

These successful stories help spur us on to new successes. There are more 

“rocks” to strike. There are more places to bring life this week. Last week, the 

“snow event” gave neighbors a chance to help each other clear their sidewalks 

and driveways. What form of kindnesses can we be involved in this week? A 

good way to enter this third week of Lent is to pray to God for insight into 

what differences we can make -- starting at home, of course, and then beyond 

our homes.  

Stations on the Turnpike 

If you’re planning on walking 

the Stations of the Cross along 

Hempstead Turnpike this Lent, 

please note the date change. No 

longer scheduled for April 

Fool’s Day (April 1st), the walk 

will start at 12 noon NEXT 

SATURDAY, March 25th. 

(We had to change the date 

because the police are covering 

other events on the first of 

April.) We start at the 

Levittown Veteran’s Park 

(across from the Library) and 

we encourage families to walk 

together -- children in strollers 

are welcome. People in 

wheelchairs encouraged too. 

Cars are not permitted in the 

procession.  During the walk 

we’ll stop along the way to pray 

for God’s protection of the 

people of Levittown and those 

who travel through the village. 

Last year 200 people 

participated and it was a very 

moving experience for all who 

join in.   

mailto:shepherd@stbernardchurch.org
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      Gifts of treasure            Parish News 

Please continue to fulfill your pledge commitment 

so that all of the planned projects can be accomplished. 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Capital Campaign  

 Goal:    $1,000,000.00 

 Pledged:  $1,199,925.00 

  Collected to date: $1,138,206.00 

 Parish  calendar (Subject to change) 

 

Sunday collections 

 March 12, 2017  March 13, 2016 

 $  14,332.45   $  14,927.10 

 577 envelopes   663 envelopes   

Faith Direct 

 $     2,776.25    $    2,441.00  

Total Collection 

 $  17,108.70    $   17,368.10 

 Monday, March 20, St. Joseph 
 2:00 pm Zumba Gold, Parish Center 
 4:00 pm PB&J, Parish Center 
 7:30 pm Miraculous Medal Novena, Church 
 Tuesday, March 21 
 10:00 am Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center 
 11:00 am Alzheimer Caregiver Support Group,  
    Parish Center 
 6:15 pm Children’s Choir, Parish Center 
 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 316, Cafeteria 
 7:00 pm Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room 
 7:00 pm Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206 
 7:30 pm AA Meeting, School Room 207 
 7:30 pm Adult Choir Practice, Church 
Wednesday, March 22 
 2:00 pm Zumba Gold, Parish Center 
 7:30 pm Folk Group Rehearsal, Off-site 
 7:30 pm Lenten Evening of Prayer, Church 
 8:00 pm Bread of Life Prayer Group, Parish Center 

Faith Direct 

Have you enrolled yet? 
www.faithdirect.net   Code = NY272 

the Gifts of bread and wine 

for the weekend of March 18th and March 19th 

have been requested in loving memory of 
 

 Patrick Winberry 
 

 by 

His loving family 

St. Bernard’s Altar Server & Youth Group  

Annual Spring Flower Sale  

May 6, 2017, 12:00pm-7:00pm & 

May 7, 2017, 8:00am-7:00pm 
 

All plants are available for Pre-Order! 

Last date to pre-order is next Sunday,  

 March 26th  
Remember…Pre-ordering saves money, time, and gives 

you first choice plants all ready for pick up or delivery! 

Pre-order price $12.00 per flat of 48 plants  

Date of Sale price $14.00 per flat of 48 plants 

*ALL PRE-ORDERS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED  
WITH FULL PAYMENT  

BY CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “ST. BERNARD’S CHURCH” 
  

See page 9 for order form. 

Mid-Week Mid-Morning Book Discussion 

What motivates a person to embark on a 

600-mile journey on foot?  Recently 

retired, Harold Fry is leading a humdrum 

life in a lackluster marriage until one day 

an out-of-the-blue letter from an old co-

worker propels him on an adventure that 

will change his life.  The Unlikely 

Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce 

is a story told with unsentimental charm, humor, and 

profound insight into the thoughts and feelings we all 

bury deep within our hearts.  Join your fellow 

parishioners for an informal discussion of this award-

winning novel on Wednesday March 29 at 10 AM in 

the Parish Center.  For more information please contact 

Wally Rodier at 516-731-6690 or wrodi@verizon.net. 

Catholic Relief Services Collection – March 26, 2017   

Next week, our parish will take up The Catholic Relief 

Services Collection (CRSC). Funds from this collection 

help provide food to the hungry, support to displaced 

refugees, and Christ’s love and respect to all people here 

at home and abroad. Next week, please give generously 

to the CRSC and help Jesus in disguise. Learn more 

about the collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

http://www.faithdirect.net
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-relief
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Sacraments 
BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

Third Time 

Lianna Gallow – St. Bernard Parish, Levittown  

Jeremy Howarth-St. William the Abbot, Seaford  

Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List 

Pray for our beloved deceased 

 and those who mourn for them 

Robert James Cancellieri      Philip A. Carbone     

  Martin J. Flanagan    Donald J. Gancio 

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.  
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.  

Thank you for cooperating and God bless all. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH 

Baby Mason Francis Combs   
Susan Arena                           Brian Austin                      Arlene Barsch                   
Kathleen Biscardi                 Eileen Bopp                           Irene Boyce                            
Jean Caprera                          Rosemary Clark                     Ed Costello                        
Diane DeSalvo                       Monica DeLaRosa           Debra Dowdell                 
Margaret Dowdell               Gerry Finlan                                Jim Finlan                            
Linda Fitz                           Kathleen Flaherty                       Rich Fuleki                         
Teresita Gallego                 Regina Gorman                 Colleen Grasing                    
John Guiffre                             Mike Hach                      Patricia Hafner                  
Carolyn Hakim                      Cynthia Hansen                     Donna Hare                            
John Hartofil                        Judy Hupfer                             Vicki Jacona                         
Steve Jugan                          Jerome W. Kalkhof              Anne Kalman             
Katherine Anne Kwestel             Violet Kwestel              Tia Mabanta                       
Andrew Mahoney                Lucy Marconi                 Gene McDonagh            
William McDonagh           Teresa McDonald      Dr. John McLaughlin                
Mary McLean                Mary Messina                  Irmgard Montanino               
Kerri Orlando                           Johnny Perdue                   Rosina Perri                     
Raymond Pfeifer              Catherine Pipinou                Joan Rampolla              
Fred Rappa                     Laureen Quinn-Sturge             Deanne Reilly                
John Rotondo, Jr.               John Rotondo, Sr.                    Flore Rowe                     
Federico Rueda                        Terri Saccente                         Eve Saint                          
Thomas Saint                       Angela Scilla                     Terry Sherwood                       
Norma Steiger                     David Testa                        Rosalie Travers                      
Jerry Valinoti                        Donna Vollaro                    Theresa Votta                 
Brendan Wagner              Richard Yankowski                    Frank Zizzo  

Monica Andreola         Carole Doyle Bollinger             Russ Bollinger                 
Ralph Chicas                   Fr. Paul Driscoll                      Yolanda Dunne               
Marianne Fulfaro                Elizabeth Jackowski            Ann Johnson                   
Andrew Lalonde                 Steve Williamson                Anna Zapatta  

         mass intentions 

This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions. 
 Monday, March 20 

 8:00 am Thanksgiving to the Blessed Mother 

 Tuesday, March 21 

 8:00 am Donald Barrett 

Wednesday, March 22 

 8:00 am Mary Fraser 

 Thursday, March 23 

 8:00 am William Von Toussaint 

 Friday, March 24 

 8:00 am Virginia Carman 

 Saturday, March 25 

 8:00 am Richard Eriksen, 

  Patrick Corcoran, Birthday 

 5:00 pm For all parishioners 

 Sunday, March 26 

 7:30 am For all parishioners 

 9:00 am Randolph Alba 

 10:30 am Ann Nagle, 

  Salvatore Bonomo, 

  Francis Healy, 

  Frank Squillace, Sr., Birthday   

   Remembrance 

 12 Noon Priscilla Stanislaus 

 5:30 pm James Bryan 

 Thursday, March 23 
 10:00 am Shawl Ministry, Parish Center 
 2:15 pm  St. Vincent Meeting, Clairvaux House  
 Friday, March 24 
12:00 Noon  Exposition & Benediction, Church 
 6:00 pm Girl Scout Cadette Troup, Parish Center 
 7:30 pm Stations of the Cross, Church 
 8:15 pm Stations of the Cross in Spanish, Church 
 Saturday, March 25 
 9:00 am Awakening Faith, YM Room School 
 10:15 am Special Ed, Parish Center 
 11:00 am Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria 
 12Noon Altar Servers Easter Rehearsal, Church 
12 Noon-2pm Stations of the Cross, Hempstead Tpk see page 3 
 6:00 pm Sacred Heart Community, Parish Center 
 Sunday, March 26 
 9:00 am RCIA Scrutiny 3 
 4:15 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal, Church  
 6:30 pm Youth Ministry Meeting, YM Room 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting, Cafeteria 

 Parish  calendar (Subject to change) 
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  Adult faith formation   

 

The Catholic Faith and the Common Good:  
Healthcare 

 
The priests and other staff members of St. Bernard’s have been approached in person, by phone, 
and in writing by many parishioners asking for some guidance on how to sort out the differing 
views on political and moral questions that  have been raised in these first days of our new  
presidency and  administration.  For the next several weeks, we will  explore the teachings of the 
bishops of the United States on some of these issues.  We invite your prayerful consideration, 
reflection and action on behalf of the bishops’ goals of proclaiming the Gospel of life, protecting 
the least among us, and pursuing the common good.   
See http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/index.cfm  for a 
complete listing of the bishops’ teachings on healthcare. 

  

2010 “For nearly a century, the Catholic bishops of the United States have called for reform of our health care 

system so that all may have access to the care that recognizes and affirms their human dignity. Christian discipleship 

means, “working to ensure that all people have access to what makes them fully human and fosters their human 

dignity” (United States Catechism for Adults, p. 454). Included among those elements is the provision of necessary and 

appropriate health care. For too long, this question has gone unaddressed in our country. Often, while many had access 

to excellent medical treatment, millions of others, including expectant mothers, struggling families or those with 

serious medical or physical problems, were left unable to afford the care they needed. As Catholic bishops, we have 

expressed our support for efforts to address this national and societal shortcoming.”  Universal Health Care Statement 

by Cardinal Francis George, then President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2010 

 

2010 “The final result is legislation (the Affordable Care Act of 2010) that expands health care coverage, 

implements many needed reforms, and provides welcome support for pregnant and parenting women and adoptive 

families.  Unfortunately it also perpetuates grave injustices toward immigrant families and makes new and disturbing 

changes in federal policy on abortion and conscience rights.  We have documented the legislation’s serious flaws in 

several analyses available on the bishops’ web site, www.usccb.org/healthcare….  Following enactment of the health 

care reform legislation, our challenge remains formidable but in some ways is simpler.  Since the battle over the bill is 

over, the defects can be judged soberly in their own right, and solutions can be advanced in Congress while retaining 

what is good in the new law.  Indeed, any failure to do so would only leave these genuine problems as ammunition for 

those who prefer total repeal of the law.”  Bishop William Murphy, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, and Bishop John Wester 

for the USCCB, May 21, 2010 
 

Note that the Bishops’ Conference never called for the repeal of the Affordable Care Act,  

but rather only that the three issues described above be addressed.   

 
2017 “Health care is a vital concern for nearly every person in the country.  Discussions on health care reform have 

reached a level of intensity which is making open and fruitful dialogue difficult, even while most people recognize that 

improvements to the health care system are needed to ensure a life-giving and sustainable model for both the present 

and future.  Given the magnitude and importance of the task before us, we call for a new spirit of cooperation for the 

sake of the common good.  Legislation has just been introduced in the House of Representatives and the Bishops will 

be reviewing it closely.  In a letter of January 18, 2017, Bishop Frank J. Dewane reiterated that "[a]ll people need and 

should have access to comprehensive, quality health care that they can afford, and it should not depend on their stage 

of life, where or whether they or their parents work, how much they earn, where they live, or where they were 

born.  The Bishops' Conference believes health care reform should be truly universal and it should be genuinely 

affordable."  Bishop Dewane also emphasized that "a repeal of key provisions of the Affordable Care Act ought 

not be undertaken without the concurrent passage of a replacement plan that ensures access to adequate health 

care for the millions of people who now rely upon it for their wellbeing."  Joint Letter to Congress Regarding 

Health Care Policy from Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop Wm. Lori and 2 other bishops, March 8, 2017 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/index.cfmC:/Users/DIANE/Documents/65th%20Anniversary%202014
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  ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

What is God like? 

Why does God allow evil? 

Is it possible to really forgive? 
 

These are the BIG questions asked 

and pondered in the movie The Shack   

(and the novel by Wm. Paul Young on which it is based). 

The movie is playing in theaters now;  

go see it and join us for a one-evening 

discussion on  

Thursday, March 30, 7:30 p.m. 

Parish Center; no registration necessary 
Facilitated by Pastoral Associate Diane Vella 

 
(Also for those who have read the novel or  

might want to read the novel; which goes into much 
more depth about these important   
questions than the movie does.) 

 
“The problem is that many folks try to grasp some sense of who 
I am by taking the best version of themselves, projecting that to 

the nth degree, factoring in all the goodness they can  
perceive...and then calling that ‘God.’  ...The truth is that it falls 
pitifully short of who I really am.  I’m not really the best version 
of you that you can think of.  I am far more than that, above and 

beyond all that you can ask or think.” 

GOD, in The Shack, by Wm. Paul Young   

 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING 
PRAYER FOR LENT  

 

Candles, Incense, Chant, Music, Peace 
 

Wednesday March 22, 7:30 p.m. 

Guest preacher Father John Derasmo 
 

Father John is currently pastor of 

our neighboring parish St. James  

in Seaford, and is the Dean of  

the priests in the parishes of  

the  surrounding area,  

including St. Bernard’s 

  

March 29  
Guest preacher Father Jim Mannion 

Pastor of St. James in Setauket 
 

April 5 

Guest preacher Father Bob Smith  
Pastor of St. Hugh of Lincoln in Huntington Station 

 

 

Informal study and  
discussion group for 

people in their 

20s-40s 

 

4 Sat., Mar. 18, 25, Apr. 1, 8 
9-10:15 a.m., School 

 

Topics:  Are you Spiritual?  +  Does Jesus Matter? 

Does Mass Matter?  +  Does Church Matter? 
 

No topic off base.  No registration necessary, just come! 
 

Information:  Diane Vella, 516-731-4220 or 

dvella@stbernardchurch.org 
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Confirmation for Adults 

Becoming fully Catholic 

 

 Are you 18 or over and coming to Mass every week?  
 Baptized, but not confirmed in the Catholic Church? 
 Feeling “called” to a relationship with Jesus through the Church? 

 

If you’ve come this far, consider confirming your faith in Jesus and your relationship with  
his community of faith through the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

 

 Adult Confirmation Sessions  
 

Question and Information session:  
Wed. Apr. 19, 7:30 p.m., Parish Center 

 
Preparation sessions continue: 

6 Wed. beginning Apr. 26, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Interested but unable to come to the info session?   
Contact Diane Vella at 516-731-4220 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org before April 19. 

St. Bernard’s Blood Drive  
February 26, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kate Murray and Ernie Meditz Ernie and Maryclare Meditz,  
Blood Drive Organizers 

Sue Maher & Fr. Ralph Della Rao 
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Liturgy corner 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 19, 2017 

“I will pour clean water upon you.”  We are burdened by sin, 

but God has given us a remedy in the Lenten disciplines of 

prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We pray in the Collect that 

we, who are weighed down by a heavy conscience, may be lifted 

up by God’s forgiving mercy. 

 

First Reading: The passage from Exodus is rich with 

images and layers of meaning. The reader might well be 

surprised at the grumbling of the people against Moses; 

after all, God had delivered them from Egypt. It appears 

that they are really dissatisfied with God and ask, “Is 

the Lord in our midst or not?” The response of God to 

Moses’ plea is an unconditional gesture of concern for 

the people. Out of a lifeless rock, in the middle of a de-

sert God provides living water. This happened at Mas-

sah (which means testing”) and Meribah (which means 

“dissatisfaction”); but the greater meaning of this place 

is found in the intervention of God on behalf of a people 

thirsting for life. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 95: This liturgical hymn praises the 

God of the covenant. The psalmist issues a fivefold invi-

tation to praise, “Come let us sing…let us acclaim…let 

us come….let us bow down….let us kneel.” The image 

of God echoes the First Reading: God is the “Rock of 

our salvation.” Here one imagines a great rock, one that 

speaks of strength and security, something one could 

depend on to be in place forever. Such is the role of the 

Lord in the life of the people. 

 

Second Reading: Paul’s theology of justification occurs 

a number of times in his letters. One aspect of his teach-

ing is that this justification is not merited by believers; it 

is pure grace and comes from God through Jesus Christ. 

In fact, we were sinners and still God has chosen to save 

us. This grace is the love of God that is “poured into our 

hearts.” This baptismal imagery reflects Paul’s under-

standing that it is through baptism that we enter into the 

Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ.  

 

Gospel:  This is the first of the three great stories of John 

that take us toward the end of Lent. The baptismal im-

agery is obvious and the conversation between Jesus and 

the Samaritan woman is layered with meanings. Jesus 

stops at the well of Jacob because he is thirsty; but it is 

the woman who is refreshed. Through the course of the 

conversation Jesus identifies himself with one of the “I 

am” statements that will occur in the Gospel accounts 

for the next two Sundays. He becomes the source of new 

life for the woman and she becomes an evangelist, bear-

ing the news that she has found the Messiah. 

Monday, March 20. Solemnity of St. Joseph, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Today’s solemnity 

is usually celebrated on March 19. However, yesterday 
was a Sunday of Lent. Because today is a solemnity, its 
celebration is so important to the Church, that it is 
moved to the next available day of the calendar. Joseph 
was the foster father of Jesus, the man entrusted with his 
care and upbringing. We know that Joseph was a 
“righteous man” who protected Mary from disgrace 
after she was found to be pregnant with Jesus (Matthew 
1:19). Like the earlier Joseph in Genesis, he received 
instruction and reassurance from God through dreams. 
The Gospel gives little information about him, save that 
he was an artisan who lived in Nazareth, was a 
descendant of David, and went to Bethlehem for a 
census, causing Jesus to be born there in fulfillment of 

the prophecies. When warned in a dream that Jesus was 

in danger because of the evil intentions of King Herod, 
Joseph took Jesus and Mary to live in exile in Egypt 
until he learned that Herod had died.  

After the account of Jesus’ being lost and found in 
the Temple during a pilgrimage, Joseph is not 
mentioned again. We can infer that he had died before 
Jesus began his ministry; he was certainly not alive at 
the time of the Crucifixion, because he would have been 
the one to claim Jesus’ body, not Joseph of Arimathea. 
Catholic tradition describes him as dying in the arms of 
Jesus and Mary, and so he is invoked as the patron of a 
happy death.         

                                                                               
Sourcebook 2017 

 

 Saints of the Week 
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The Ride Home 
This feature is for families to share their 

thoughts as they travel to and from Church. 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 

March 19, 2017 

 

Gospel: John 4:5-42 

 

Adults: Where have you found a source of “living 

water” for your own journey of faith? 

 

Children: When has your belief in Jesus helped make 

you stronger? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, March 19. Third Sunday of Lent. Exodus 

17:3-7; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; John 4:5-

42.  

Monday, March 20. Solemnity of Saint Joseph, 

spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Samuel 7:4-5, 12-

14, 16;  Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22; Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29; 

Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24. 

Tuesday, March 21. Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Psalm 25:4-9;   

Matthew 18:21-35. 

Wednesday, March 22. Deuteronomy  4:1,5-9; Psalm 

147:12-13,15-16,19-20; Matthew 5:17-19.  

Thursday, March 23. Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 95:1-2, 

6-9; Luke 11:14-23. 

Friday, March 24. Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81:6-11,14, 

17; Mark 12:28-34. 

Saturday, March 25. Solemnity of the Annunciation 

of the Lord. Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Hebrews 10:4-10;   

Psalm 40:7-11; Luke 1:26-38. 

Sunday, March 26. Fourth Sunday of Lent. 1 Samuel 

16:1, 6-7,10-13;  Psalm 23:1-6; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 

9:1-41. 

Readings for  

March 19, 2017 – March 26, 2017 

Permit me to share this reflection I found suitable for Lent. 
The article is called "SAVE YOUR FORK": 
 

I am doing something different this Lent. I am 

carrying a fork in my jacket pocket. I think it will help. 

A woman who was very involved in church life died and 

at her wake there was an open casket. She didn't have a 

rosary in her hands as is often the case. Instead she had 

a fork. There was a lot of whispering in the funeral home 

as to what did this mean? When the pastor came to  lead 

a prayer service, he told everyone about the fork. The 

woman had been to many church dinners in her day. 

She told the pastor that as the plates were being cleared 

at all the dinners, whispers went down each row at each 

table. "Save your fork!" This was a reminder that the 

best was yet to come- dessert!  

I want to be buried with a fork in my hand as a 

reminder that the best is yet to come-heaven! We often 

live our lives in such a way that it seems that we forget 

about heaven. So this Lent, I want to remember that the 

best is yet to come. This will be a part of my repenting. 

Repenting means to turn from sin and walk with God. 

So every time I feel that fork in my pocket, it will be a 

reminder that God is walking beside me on my journey 

to His kingdom.  

 

 

 

We are happy to announce that two of our students 

Reese Lim and Kyle Sarmiento were recognized for 

their participation in the Catholic Daughters' Of 

America education creative contest. This year's theme 

was "whatever you do to the 

least of my brothers you do for 

me." We were happy that 

these two students entered the 

contest and next year we hope 

for many more participants 

and even possibly a winner. 

During this Lenten season, we 

are all called to find ways to 

put our faith into action and 

help the needy.   

St. Bernard’S Center for  

Religious Education   

Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director,  

 516-731-8511  

tel:516-731-8511
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Charitable KIDZ of St. Bernard's 
Young Vincentians - Teenage Community Service Group 

                                                                       
 

 
 
 

CHARITABLE KIDZ FOOD DRIVE 
SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2017 

 

STOP & SHOP 
3750 HEMPSTEAD TPKE 

LEVITTOWN STORE 
 

9:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M. 
 

TO BENEFIT ST. BERNARD'S FOOD PANTRY 
 

THE CHARITABLE KIDZ WILL GREET YOU WITH A SUNNY SMILE! 
 

Ted and Carol Blach        Sister Christine 
CharitableKIDZ@aol.com       

"Thank you for remembering the less fortunate… Together we can make a difference!" 

mailto:CharitableKIDZ@aol.com
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ST. BERNARD'S CHARITABLE KIDZ TEEN SERVICE GROUP 

presents a check for the $15,000 they collected from 

parishioners on Souper Bowl Sunday to Father Innocent 

Mgaebu, who accepted it on behalf of Father Patrick, who 

will use it to continue the construction of a well and water 

tanks in his home village in Nigeria. This is a life-changer 

for the village - and we made it happen! This is truly 

accomplishing our parish mission, which is to bring the 

Gospel of Jesus to the Levittown community AND 

BEYOND. 

 

Children from Fr. Patrick’s village delighting in 
their new village well . 

  

Parish social ministry         Sr. Christine Sammons,  O.P.,  731-6074 

St. Vincent de Paul: 

Many and sincere thanks for each and every donation to 

the pantry, and for your financial support.  Because of 

your generosity, we are able to address the needs of our 

low-income, food-insecure Levittown neighbors. 
 

This week, our pantry needs include: 
 

 Dry or canned beans 

 Cake mixes 

 Cake frosting 

 Oatmeal (envelopes or canisters) 

 Toilet paper (NO paper towels) 
 

Many thanks, and please remember the  

poor boxes, and to “buy one, get one free!” 

 

Save the Date: 

Our Charitable KIDZ will be hosting a food drive next 

Saturday, March 25th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 

the Levittown Stop & Shop store (Hempstead Tpke. 

and Wantagh Avenue)  Hope you can stop by, say hello, 

and perhaps make a donation! 

 

Bereavement Updates:   

We are again able to provide bereavement support 

groups to our neighbors under the auspices of Dr. Lou 

Sabatini, who has offered to lead the following groups:  

 Newly-Bereaved:  Thursdays, 6:30-7:45 p.m, 
March 30th-June 1st 

 Survivors of Suicide: Alternating Mondays, 7:00-

8:15 p.m., March 20th-June 12th  

 Bereaved Parents:  Alternating Mondays, 7:00-

8:15 p.m., March 27th-June 19th. 

Please call our office for a registration form; a $20 

donation is requested.  In addition, Dr. Sabatini will also 

offer a training program for anyone wishing to lead a 

support group in the future.  The training will be:  

Thursdays, 7:45-9:00 p.m. beginning March 30th in the 

parish center.  If you are interested in this group, please 

call Dr. Sabatini directly at (516) 799-5873. 

 

Bereavement Conference: 

The Diocese of Rockville Centre is sponsoring their fine 

bereavement conference again this year:  next Saturday, 

March 25th from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at St. Joseph 

Parish, 39 N. Carll Avenue, Babylon, NY.  Conference 

registration fee:  $35.00 which includes breakfast and 

lunch.  We have registration forms in our office, as well 

as the workshop details.  You may also contact the Faith 

Formation office of the Diocese at 516-678-5800, X 506. 
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Tender Garden 
www.tendergarden.net 

Early Childhood Learning  
 Registration is  ongoing for September classes. 
 Registration for Summer Camp/K-Prep begins 

February 6 
 Register before March 31st and receive $50 off your 

total tuition. 

Please call for further information (516) 731-4322 

Summer Camp 2017 
6 weeks:  

Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday 

 9am - 1pm 
Kindergarten Prep Class 

6 weeks:  
Tuesday & Thursday 

 9am -11am  

September 2017   Pre-School 

Classes 

Pre-Nursery (2 years old) 

Nursery – (3 years old) 

Pre-K – (4 years old) 

Half & Full Day classes 

Morning Care begins at 7:15 am  

After care available  

until 5:30 pm 

Community Bulletin Board 

Holy Innocents Columbiettes Present 

     Supermarket Bingo 
On Friday, March 24, 2017 at 7:00pm at the 

Knights Of Columbus-3581 Jeffries Road Levittown. 

Games start at 7:30pm.  

Tickets are on sale at the council for $8.00 per person-

Reservations required. 

Food and drinks can be purchased.  

Raffles and 50/50 also for sale. 

For reservations or more information please call: 

Michele-516-695-6835, Diane-516-735-1567, 

 Or Marie-516-735-0037. 

Are you interested in transferring to Holy 

Trinity Diocesan High School? 
Sign up for "Transfer Night" to learn how! 

Wednesday, March 29th at 7:00pm 

Call 516-433-2900 x 151 for more information. 

Candy Bar Bingo  
February 18, 2017 

Fr. Joe and  
Lilliana  Tobord 
( 50/50 winner) 

Kitchen Crew 

Fr. Joe, Kathy Romero and 
Kenny Morra ( Bingo caller) 

http://www.tendergarden.net
tel:(516)%20433-2900


PPHHIILL  CCEEPPAARRAANNOO PLUMBING & HEATING
All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat 
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER
Highly Recommended By His Customers

TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

PROFESSIONAL THERAPY & COUNSELING 
Professional therapy, provided by N.Y. State licensed therapist specializing in stress, anxiety, depression
and more, is available to many Parishes. Worked for the Catholic Counseling Center, ran by Dr. George
Giullani who retired. Continuing his work with the Catholic Church and the dioceses. Program will continue
to offer the same conveniences for the Parishes parishioners. Practice is a professional corporation, which
is independent, not controlled or supervised by the parish or diocese. Most insurance policies are honored.
For confidential information or appointments please call Renee Wachtel, LCSW at 516-922-1814.

DDIISSCCOOVVEERR  AA  FFAASSTT  &&  NNAATTUURRAALL WWAAYY  TTOO  LLOOSSEE  WWEEIIGGHHTT
TThhee SSaaddkkhhiinn CCoommpplleexx

For a Free Consultation: 516-280-7070
300 Garden City Plaza, Suite 250

(located near Roosevelt Field Mall)
GardenCity@Sadkhin.com

RAYMOND NARDO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

129 Third St.,  Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?

Do You Need a Will?
516-248-2121

HOLY INNOCENTS COUNCIL #3581
3581 Jeffries Rd., Levittown, N.Y.

For Membership info Call (516) 731-9018
* * * * * * * * * *Banquet Facility available (516) 735-1724

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514

Law Office of Roy A. List
Wills • Trusts • Elder Law

Medicaid Planning • Medicaid Applications
Free Consultation

109 Newbridge Road, Hicksville
516-822-4100

www.elderlawyersny.com

DIVISION CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections
40 Division Ave.
Levittown

SSPPEECCIIAALLTTYY  CCAAKKEESS
BIRTHDAY • SWEET 16•WEDDING•ANNIVERSARY

OR ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN THINK OF
LET US BE AT YOUR NEXT PARTY!

2374 HEMPSTEAD TPKE., EAST MEADOW
551166--226611--99332200  ••  VVAALLEENNCCIIAABBAAKKEERRYY..NNEETT

MMaarryy  AAnnnn  NNuuzzzzii,,  CC..PP..AA..
INCOME TAXES

• Available Year-Round
516-731-4635

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
125 Old Country Road 655 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714 Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 935-7100 (516) 938-4311

“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

Prevete Real Estate
3705 Hempstead Turnpike
Levittown, New York 11756
Business (516) 520-3838
Fax (516) 520-5738
Cell (516) 330-9940
“YOU’LL BE AMAZED”
CALL FOR FREE Market Analysis
Your Personal Realtor
- Member Long Island Board of Realtors
- Member New York State Association of Realtors
- Member National Association of Realtors
Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR. 

EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 

7 9 8 - 8 9 4 3
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John Satriano, ABR, SRES
N.Y.S. Lic. R.E. Broker Associate
Notary Public

731-8900

LEVITTOWN HICKSVILLE
2786 Hempstead Tpk. 47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 796-0400 (516) 931-0262

QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com

Serving the Parish Area

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small

Insured

516-454-6557

And
Holidays

Serving Proudly the St. Bernard Parish for over 50 Years

EAST MEADOW
2515 N. Jerusalem Road

516-826-1010

WANTAGH
603 Wantagh Avenue
516-731-5550

ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Lic/Ins

Comforting families Since 1924
Family Owned and Operated by Timothy J. Dalton and Beth Dalton-Costello

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com

MMAAKKIINNGG CCAAKKEESS SSIINNCCEE 11994488

mptrg.com/apply • 516.479.9170 
Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC

DEADLINE

 MARCH 1, 2017

No Medications,
No Special Foods,
No Surgeries, 

No Heavy Exercise.

$50 off any Service or IN STORE PURCHASE
KKEENNSS  FFAAUUCCEETT
&&TTOOIILLEETT  RREEPPAAIIRRSS  IINNCC..

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING REPAIR NEEDS
FAUCETS • TOILETS • SINKS
All Sewer Drain Lines Cleared
Lic/Inc Master Plumber
Specializing in All Plumbing Repairs.
Expert Leak Finder
PLUMBING & HEATING REPAIR
For a Great Service Experience Call:516-796-2100
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:
2586 HEMPSTEAD TPKE., EAST MEADOW, NY 11554
www.kensfaucetandtoiletrepairs.com
Email: kensfaucetappts@gmail.com

COME
IN AND

CHOOSE YOUR
FIXTURE, WE’LL

DO THE
REST!


