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Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed 
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation! 

Confessions: 

Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm.  Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and 

Benediction: 

Monday: Check schedule on page 4. 

Morning Prayer: 

Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are 

available.  

Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our 

Christian community!  Baptisms are held on select Sundays at 

1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before 

an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born – 

to ensure enough time to complete the baptism 

preparation process.  Our three-step preparation process 

includes:  1)  at-home reading and preparation by the parents; 

2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff; 

and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning 

gathering,  which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am 

“Family-friendly” Mass.  Please call 731-4220 or e-mail 

parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information 

and preparation packet. 

Marriages:  Church arrangements should be made at least 

6 months before  the marriage and before making any 

contracts with restaurants or caterers.  Please call the 

Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest,  731-4220. 

Ministry to the Sick and Aging:  If you are,  or know of 

someone who is  homebound and would like to receive Holy 

Communion,  please call the rectory at 731-4220. 

St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218  

Usher Coordinator: John Lyons  (516) 390-5150 or                                   

Jlyons8234@gmail.com 

Spiritual Life 

Schedule of Masses: 
Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,                     
12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass) 
Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith, 
Hope, and Love at St. Bernard’s?  Sign-up and get to know 
us at one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and 
Welcome evenings! For information, call the parish office 
at  516-731-4220, or download a form from our website 
www.stbernardchurch.org.  Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on 
the bottom of the home page form.  If you move away,  
please notify us as well.  

S T.BERNARD’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

516-731-4220 Phone/516-731-4355 Fax  
Email: Parish@StBernardChurch.org 
Website: www.StBernardChurch.org 

PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor                                 
Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org                           

ext. 130 
Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor                
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 128 
Father Innocent Duru, Chaplain In Residence 

onyeduru@yahoo.com  
Deacon John Blakeney                                             

DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org     
           516-731-4220 

Deacon James Flannery                                         
Aquinas69@gmail.com 

 516-731-4220 
 

Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education 
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org 

 516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax 
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays. 

 
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,   

Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry 
PSM@StBernardChurch.org                                 

516-731-6074 
Pat McDonough, Director of Youth & Young Adults 

pat@stbernardchurch.org                                         
Ext. 144   

Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music 
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org                       

ext. 142 
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate               

DVella@StBernardChurch.org 
ext. 143 

 
Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan                  

Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org                          
516-731-4220 

 
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager 

facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org  
            ext. 120 

 
Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance 

Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org 
        ext. 126 

CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org 
website: www.stbernardcyo.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 

With faith, hope, and love the people of   

St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to 
bring the gospel of  Jesus 

 to the Levittown Community and beyond. 

mailto:Bulletin@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:parish@stbernardslevittown.org
mailto:Jlyons8234@gmail.com
http://www.StBernardChurch.org
http://www.stbernardchurch.org
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mailto:PSM@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:pat@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:MJWitte@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:dvella@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Sacristan@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
mailto:Maintenance@Stbernardchurch.org
mailto:info@stbernardcyo.org
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Levittown, PR   
 

E– mail Father Ralph:  shepherd@StBernardChurch.org 

Much of the village of Levittown, Puerto Rico has just gotten its electricity and 

internet connection back and I heard from Padre Milton Rivera, the pastor of 

Espiritu Santo (Holy Spirit) Catholic Church about the current state of things in 

our twin village. He writes, “First let me extend our gratitude for all your prayers 

and the initiative of helping this "twin" area in Puerto Rico. 

 

Levittown is one of the largest urbanization areas in Puerto Rico with a 

population of approximately 27,000.  The sector is located within the municipality 

of Toa Baja, Puerto Rico.  The neighborhood is divided into seven sections where 

First, Second, Third, Fourth and Sixth are part of our Espiritu Santo Parish while 

sections Fifth and Seventh are part of Santisima Trinidad Parish.  The first section 

was built in the mid 50's.  Our Parish, Espiritu Santo was erected on Jan. 8th, 

1965.  Also, several condos are part of the community too.  

 

Even though it was colloquially referred as the "flooding-proof urbanization" in 

Puerto Rico, the unexpected happened the night after Hurricane Maria hit... most 

of the area suffered a flash flooding devastating most of the areas... nothing like 

this had ever happened in the 54+ years. In many areas, people had to be rescued 

from their roofs as water reached even second floors on some areas. 

 

Our Parish has been involved, through our Parochial Caritas ministry, on a door-

to-door visitation assessing the damages and needs of the people.  During these 

first two months the aid we have been giving are the basics: food and water.  In 

many cases, through our municipal government and FEMA, temporary roof 

awnings were distributed to those who had roof damages. 

 

We have been helping almost a 1,000 families by distributing bags of groceries.  

We have also been preparing almost 150 hot lunches to be distributed daily.  Since 

power and water service have been restored almost completely within our area, we 

are now phasing out the food, water and clothing aid and moving toward the 

second phase of our plan that is to aid with the acquisition of beds, refrigerators, 

stoves, furniture, household items like towels, linens, etc.  Although we will still be 

able to provide the basic aid of food and water, we would be emphasizing  the 

more ‘material’ things now.” 

 

I’ve asked Fr. Milton to suggest a project that we can support in the days ahead. 

After all today’s gospel calls us to serve Jesus in helping the hungry, the homeless, 

the stranger, etc. I’ll keep you informed when we 

have a specific plan to help. 

Fun-Raising 

We’re about to begin our 

parish’s 70th Anniversary 

Year in 2018 and we’re 

looking to have one fun 

celebration each month to 

mark this milestone. Each 

celebration can be different, 

engaging various segments of 

the population from children 

through senior citizens.  If 

you like planning events or 

have some ideas for how we 

can celebrate this 

anniversary, I invite you to 

attend an “idea planning 

meeting” for our “Fun-

Raising” committee this 

coming Tuesday evening, 

November 28th at 7:30pm in 

the Parish Center.  You can 

bring your fun-loving friends 

with you.  Please mark your 

calendar and join in the “fun-

raising. 

 

Advent First 

Just a gentle reminder that 

Advent comes before 

Christmas so take some time 

to prepare for the coming of 

Jesus -- go slow with all the 

decorations/parties etc. until 

Christmas actually comes. 

Enjoy some of the spiritual 

offerings we’ll be offering in 

the weeks ahead.  

mailto:shepherd@stbernardchurch.org
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      Gifts of treasure 

Have you enrolled yet? 
www.faithdirect.net   Code = NY272 

           Parish News 

NOCTURNAL ADORATION SOCIETY 

gathers this Saturday, December 2 at 

8:00 pm in the Church. All are 

welcome to attend and spend time in 

adoration of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

the Blessed Sacrament. 

 Parish  calendar (Subject to change) 

 Monday, November 27 
 1:00 pm Diocesan Faith Formation, Parish Center 
 2:00 pm Zumba Gold, Parish Center 
 7:30 pm Miraculous Medal Novena, Church 
 Tuesday, November 28 
 10:00 am Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center 
 6:15 pm Children’s Choir, Parish Center 
 6:45 pm Boy Scouts Troop 316, Cafeteria 
 7:00 pm Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room 
 7:00 pm Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206 
 7:30 pm “Fun” Raising Meeting with Fr. Ralph,  
   Parish Center 
 7:30 pm AA Meeting, School Room 207 
 7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal, Church 
Wednesday, November 29 
 2:00 pm Zumba Gold, Parish Center 
 8:00 pm Bread of Life Prayer Group, Parish Center 
 Thursday, November 30 
 9:30 am Shawl Ministry, Parish Center 
 1:45 pm St. Vincent De Paul, Clairvaux House 
 Friday,  December 1 
 7:15 pm Most Holy Trinity Prayer Group, Parish Center 
 Saturday, December 2 
 11:00 am Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria 
 11:00 am Religious Education first Reconciliation, Church 
 11:30 am Reconciliation Reception, Parish Center 
 1:00 pm Religious Education first Reconciliation, Church
1:30pm-7:00pm  Advent Day of Prayer, Cafeteria 
 6:00 pm Sacred Heart Community, Parish Center 
 8:00 pm Nocturnal Adoration, Church 
 Sunday, December 3, First Sunday of Advent 
 11:30 am Adult RCIA, Parish Center 
 4:30 pm Youth Choir Practice, Church 
 6:30 pm Youth Ministry Meeting, YM Room (School) 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting, Cafeteria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent begins next Sunday, 

December 3 
 

Please see page 6   

for upcoming Advent Events 

Catholic Daughters News 
 

Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas Court St. Pius X 

#1690  will meet on December 

14 at 7:30 pm in the Parish 

Center for a general meeting and 

Holiday Sing-A-Long with Ernie 

Meditz.  

Sunday collections 

Due to an early deadline the collection amounts 

were not available in time for this week’s bulletin.  

The amounts will appear in next week’s bulletin. 

28th Annual National  

Night of Prayer for Life 

 

Come Pray with Us! 

 

Join in Unity of Prayer across America 

and the entire world to restore: 

Life, Faith, Family & Peace 

 

Friday, December 8th  after the 7:30 pm Mass. 

More information will be announced. 

http://www.faithdirect.net
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Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List 

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.  
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.  

Thank you for cooperating and God bless all. 

Pray for the sick of our parish 

Baby Mason Francis Combs   
Susan Arena                           Brian Austin                      Arlene Barsch                   
Irene Boyce                                Lois Byrne                       Jean Caprera                        
Rosemary Clark                       Ed Costello               Monica DeLaRosa              
Sr. Juliana Deptuch           Debra Dowdell              Margaret Dowdell             
Gerry Finlan                                Jim Finlan                              Linda Fitz                            
Kathleen Flaherty                 Rich Fuleki                     Muriel Gallagher             
Teresita Gallego                   Regina Gorman               Colleen Grasing                      
John Guiffre                           Mike Hach                        Patricia Hafner                  
Carolyn Hakim                     Cynthia Hansen                      Donna Hare                         
John Hartofil                           Vicki Jacona                        Ann Johnson                 
Steve Jugan                        Jerome W. Kalkhof                Anne Kalman          
Claudia Kwasnik             Katherine Anne Kwestel        Violet Kwestel               
Tia Mabanta                       Andrew Mahoney                Lucy Marconi                
Gene McDonagh               William McDonagh       Teresa McDonald          
Dr. John McLaughlin                Mary McLean                Mary Messina                  
Irmgard Montanino                Kerri Orlando                 Johnny Perdue                      
Rosina Perri                     Catherine Pipinou                   Dolores Pizzo 
Joan Rampolla              Fred Rappa                   Laureen Quinn-Sturge           
Deanne Reilly             John Rotondo, Jr.                  John Rotondo, Sr.                  
Flore Rowe                    Federico Rueda                                  Eve Saint                               
Thomas Saint                  Terry Sherwood                         Ronald Sokol 
Norma Steiger                 Louis Steinberg                          David Testa                    
Rosalie Travers                  Joan Virostko                       Mary Vonstein                    
Theresa Votta                 Brendan Wagner             Richard Yankowski                     

Tony Barclay  Lois Byrne           Megan Guzman 
Philip Hannon       Mary Lou Inciarrano                         Doris Logan                     
Martin Logan                 Jaime Macias                          Milagros Rivera 
Ronald Sokol                  Vincent  Stroud                         Sandy Trexler    
Ray Wilson      

Help Us Keep the Sick List Up-to-date 
When your loved one’s health improves, please call the rectory at 
516-731-4220  to let us know so their name can be removed 
from the sick list. It is important that the list remain current.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

         mass intentions 

 

Pray for our beloved deceased 

 and those who mourn for them 
 

Carmela C. Bonomo          Joseph Buttacavoli 

Frederick J. Gruter, Sr.        Albert Nieman 

Rosemarie Puras 

Baptisms 
We welcome into the parish the following new members 

 

Leighla Roisin Flynn              Hugh Anthony Sullivan 
 

  Zoe Rose Taitt 
 

Congratulations to the happy parents. 

SACRAMENTS 

This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions. 
 Saturday, November 25 
 5:00 pm James Weiss  
  Sunday, November 26 
 7:30 am Living & deceased members Buchanan and 
  McLaughlin Families 
 9:00 am Ed & Eileen Rzemieniewski  
 10:30 am Peter Harvey, 
  Jose Medina, 
  Cynthia Simpson, 
  Barry Cummins 
 12 Noon Mary Gant 
 5:30 pm Patricia Rosalia 
 Monday,  November 27 
 8:00 am Unity for the Donald Louisjeune Family 
 Tuesday, November 28 
 8:00 am John and Emma McIntosh 
Wednesday, November 29 
 8:00 am Daniel Robinson 
 Thursday November 30 
 9:00 am Tara Schwartz - LIVING 
 Friday, December 1 
 8:00 am Patricia Rosalia 
 Saturday, December 2 
 8:00 am Agnes Frey, 
  Rosemary Gordon, 
  Marie Pasqueralli, 
  Baby Gabriel Michael O'Sullivan 
 5:00 pm For All Parishioners  
  Sunday, December 3 
 7:30 am John McDermott 
 9:00 am Jason Paccione 
 10:30 am Patricia Rosalia, 
  Carol Buchauer, 
  Donna Vollaro, 
  Margaret Cassidy 
 12 Noon Eileen Anna Graham and the Living &  
  deceased members of her Family 
 5:30 pm Louis Vicari 
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  Adult faith formation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What if we all conspired together 

to take back Christmas? 

 

JOIN THE CONSPIRACY AT OUR  

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION 

Saturday, Dec. 2, 1:30—7:00 p.m. 

School Basement 

Includes Mass and dinner (optional) 

 

Dinner at 6 p.m. with  

Advent-focused conversation:  $15 pp.   

All are invited to join us for dinner;  

pre-registration and payment required.   

 

Worship Fully +  Spend Less +  

Give More +  Love All 

 

ADVENT CONSPIRACY DECEMBER 2 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 

 
Name/s:   
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail (preferred) or Phone:  
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
Number attending day of reflection (no cost) _______     
 
Number for dinner: _______ (Please enclose $15 pp.) 
 

Please return form and payment to parish office:   
St. Bernard Church, 3100 Hempstead Tpk., Levittown, 11756  

or register by e-mail at dvella@stbernardchurch.org.     
Please register no later than Thurs. Nov. 30. 

 

ADVENT  

TAIZÉ PRAYER 
 

+  Candles  +   

+  Scripture  +   

+  Chanting  +   

+  Quiet  + 
 

 

Wednesday Evenings  

December. 6, 13, and 20 

7:30 p.m. 
 

An oasis in the midst of Advent 

Join us 

 

“Come and fill our hearts  

with your peace. 

You alone, O God, are Holy. 

Come and fill our hearts  

with your peace. 

Alleluia!” 
(Taizé chant) 
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  Adult faith formation 

  

The Catholic Faith and the Common Good:   
TAX REFORM 

  
This is the latest in our series of articles to keep  parishioners informed about what the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops is 

saying about the current issues affecting the common good.  More information is available at  

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/federal-budget/index.cfm 

  

U.S. BISHOPS CHAIRMAN GREATLY DISAPPOINTED BY HOUSE PASSAGE  
OF TAX BILL THAT HARMS POOR AND MANY FAMILIES 

WASHINGTON, NOV. 17, 2017 — Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Venice, Florida, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops' Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development, expressed "great disappointment" over the House of 
Representatives' passage of the deeply flawed Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, calling on the Senate to work toward legislation that 
fixes the problems with H.R.1. The full statement reads as follows: 

"It is greatly disappointing that the U.S. House of Representatives ignored impacts to the poor and families—including those 
who welcome life through adoption or have more than three children—and passed the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act without need-
ed changes. According to the nonpartisan congressional Joint Committee on Taxation (JCT), this bill raises taxes on the 
working poor beginning in 2023, and simultaneously gives large tax cuts to millionaires. The November 9 letter of the 
USCCB detailed the many deficiencies in the House bill, including the elimination of the personal exemption, which will hurt 
larger families, and the repeal of the out-of-pocket medical expenses deduction, which will harm those with serious and 
chronic illness. While we are grateful that the House restored the adoption tax credit, it still repeals an important exclusion 
for families assisted by their employer to adopt children in need, and eliminates incentives for charitable giving. For families 
working hard for economic security, the bill eliminates the Work Opportunity Tax Credit, and tax relief for persons paying for 
tuition and student loans, as well as those who retire on disability, among other things. 

While H.R. 1 takes an important step toward strengthening parents' ability to choose a school that best suits their child, its 
repeal of important provisions that aid both teachers and students in non-government elementary and secondary schools 
should be reversed. 

The Senate is currently debating its bill, and the USCCB will release a more detailed analysis shortly. The Senate must act 
decisively to avoid the deficiencies in the House legislation, and 
craft a final bill that affirms life, cares for the poor, and ensures 
national tax policy aimed at the common good. Right now, the 
Senate bill does not eliminate many of the tax benefits that the 
House bill does, and this is commendable. However, the Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO) wrote on November 14 that the $1.5 
trillion deficit that is created over 10 years will require spending 
cuts, and much of these will likely come from programs that help 
the poor. The Senate bill does not include a needed 'above-the-
line' charitable deduction, the omission of which will result in up to 
a $13 billion annual decrease in charitable giving. 

Senate legislation has also been scored by the JCT as raising 
taxes on the working poor while giving large tax cuts to million-
aires. In addition, the Senate proposes to cut additional tax bene-
fits that help working families, and these must be fully understood. 
It is laudable that the Senate tries to incentivize paid family and 
medical leave, but the provision is designed to sunset at the end 
of 2019. Although the Senate bill further expands the child tax 
credit, the elimination of the personal exemption will cause a net 
loss for larger families. 

The Senate must work to ensure a legislative process character-
ized by integrity, one in which Americans can fully understand the 
implication of tax proposals which will be voted upon. It must also 
seek to pass a law that demonstrates that our nation prioritizes 
care for the most vulnerable among us." 

  

  

Are you a man 

or woman  

over 50?   
  

  
Spirituality for the Golden Years 

  

Monday, December 11, 1:30 p.m. 

Parish Center 
  

This month’s topic: 

Welcoming the Word 
“What good is it to me if this eternal birth of the  

divine Son takes place unceasingly, but does not  

take place within myself.” 
Meister Eckhart 

  

Leader: Sister Jo Ann Walsh, R.S.M. 
Retreat Director and Certified Spiritual Director.   

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/federal-budget/index.cfm
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Thanksgiving Clothing Drive: 
Thanks to all who brought their gently used clothing 

items for the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  They very 

carefully make such clothing available to those in need.  

As always, we are happy to support the Society and 

appreciate your donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Christmas Giving Tree tags are available in the 

prayer room this weekend (November 25th-26th, and 

next) if you would like to purchase a gift or gift card for 

those who are regular visitors to our pantry!  Please be 

sure to return your gifts (with the tag attached) to our 

office no later than Monday, December 11th so we can 

organize them for distribution on Saturday, December 

16th.  Please do not leave gifts or cards in the church 

bin~~the odds are that they will not reach the person 

who requested them!  Our office is open every day from 

10-2 for hand-delivery!  Gift cards may be put in the 

collection baskets in church~~they will find their way to 

our office. 

 

H.E.A.P.—the Federal Home Energy Assistance 

Program is now open to help low-income people receive 

aid with heating expenses.  We have the income 

guidelines (1 person = $2,318; 2 persons = $3, 031; 3 

persons = $3,744; each additional, add $523) and 

applications which are available on line.  Call us if you 

have questions about your eligibility.  If you are a 

senior, please call the Nassau County Office of the 

Aging at 516-227-8900.  If you are a SNAP recipient, 

you may contact your case worker at DSS.  This 

program can help keep you warm all winter if you 

qualify!  PSEG and National Grid also have a reduced-

rate program for low-income persons/families! 

Parish social ministry   Sr. Christine Sammons,  O.P.,  731-6074 

St. Vincent de Paul: 
Special thanks to all of our Thanksgiving benefactors 

who showered us with supermarket gift cards, monetary 

donations and baskets to distribute to our Levittown 

neighbors.  Thanks, too, to those who ran errands to 

help gather different items!  In addition to our many 

anonymous, generous people, we would like to thank: 

 

 Runyon’s, Seaford, for home-delivered 

Thanksgiving meals 

 East Meadow Fire Department  

 Women’s Auxiliary 

 Girl Scout Troop 3509 (Northside) 

 The Freemasons 

 The Charitable KIDZ 

 The Catholic Daughters 

 Our Lady of Consolation Prayer Group 

 Stop & Shop 

 Stew Leonard’s, East Meadow 

 Our parish Young Adults 

 Our Catechists and Religious Education students 

 Island Harvest 

 Levittown Kiwanis 

 

Many and sincere thanks for each and every donation, 

from the smallest to the largest!  We are most grateful!  

Thanks again to Gloria and Denise for their 

monumental organizational skills! 

 

This week our pantry needs include: 

 

 Toilet tissue 

 Canned tomato products of any kind 

 

As always, thank you! 

Please remember the poor boxes and to  

“buy one, get one free!” 

 

Pregnant?  Need Help? 

Birthright, Inc. 

24 hour Helpline 1-800-550-4900 
 

Wantagh 516-785-4070 

Islip 631-277-3888 
 

Rocky Point 631-821-9727 

Hampton Bays 631-728-8900 

Southold 631-876-5138 
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St. Bernard’S Center for religiouS eduCation   

Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director,  516-731-8511  

Here are more stories of our catechist “Super Stars”- those 

who volunteer behind the scenes in Faith Formation. 

 

Mrs. Monica Navarette-and her husband Eduardo have 

been married for 23 years and are blessed with four 

children ages, 18, 15, 14, and 9. Monica works as a 

teacher’s aide in Island Trees district and still finds time 

to volunteer in the “vineyard” as a catechist for not one, 

but Two grade levels 4th and  7th! She recalls coming to 

the USA from Colombia at nine years old not speaking 

English but because of her diligence and hard work, she 

was permitted to stay in her appropriate grade level as 

she learned the language quickly. She saw the sacrifices 

her parents made for their children thus Monica’s 

personal emphasis in her religious education classes is 

thankfulness! She reminds her classes to be thankful for 

all they have, their faith, their families, meals to eat, 

warm homes, their freedom to worship and freedom of 

speech. With Thanksgiving around the corner, she has 

asked her class to reflect on their blessings from God and 

to share God’s love with everyone. Thank you, Monica 

for your generosity in teaching two levels.  

Mrs. Donna Papa-and her husband Joseph have three 

children ages 31, 27, and 20.She has been a member of 

St. Bernard’s for many years and  remembers receiving 

her 1st Eucharist here . We congratulate Donna on her 

recent diocesan catechetical award for teaching over ten 

years. She works as a secretary in the school nurse’s 

office as well as in a local dept. store but feels it’s 

important  to share the Faith with our youth, the future 

church. Donna knows her level 6 students are in school 

all day thus she tries to refrain from a “school model” of 

instruction and offers variety to make learning fun. She 

feels her class offers a  rare opportunity to talk about our 

Triune  God, ask questions about the Faith and hear 

bible stories. The boys and girls  are looking forward to 

Fr. Ralph’s presentation on use of the Bible. Donna 

often paraphrases the chapters and invites discussion. 

Often students are selected to be the “teacher” and they 

present the theme as heard by their catechist. She has 

created a booklet of fun facts about the Faith and refers 

to this guide for team contests.  

Mrs. Antonella Pietraniello- and her husband Michael 

have been married for 16 years and have three children 

ages 15, 13, and 11. She serves as a professional 

kindergarten teacher in the NYC school district for over 

19 years  and yet finds time to share faith with Two 

grade levels 6 & 8 in our program. She joined the parish 

in 2006 and began teaching when her oldest child was 

ready for religious instruction. Her family feels St. 

Bernard’s is a welcoming and loving parish and fondly 

remembers her powerful experience of having her feet 

washed at the Holy Thursday Mass last year. “Toni” 

feels we are in a spiritual battle with evil today and so 

she tries to impress upon her students to come to know 

Jesus and stay close to Him. She knows that our Lord is 

always with us in good times and in bad and hopes her 

students realize that our Catholic Faith is a gift. 

Reviewing the sacraments and living the beatitudes as 

presented  in the curriculum can be a way to live as 

Christ and be a disciple of peace. What is the “Good 

News?” Come to Toni’s class and find out!  

OUR SUPER STARS 

tel:516-731-8511
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The Ride Home 

This feature is for families to share their thoughts 

as they travel to and from Church. 

 

  

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

Universe 

 

November 26, 2017 

 

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 

 

Adults: If you were to be judged today by God, what 

would be your greatest regret? What is one thing you 

could do to change that? 

 

Children: To which person did you especially try to 

show Jesus’ love and care this past week? 

Liturgy Corner 

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

 KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

November 26, 2017 

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

Universe, was added to the liturgical calendar by Pius XI 

in 1925. It is a fitting celebration to the end of Ordinary 

Time and transitions nicely into the Advent call to 

prepare for the coming King. 

First Reading: The Lord is our shepherd. Unlike the 

shepherds who have failed to tend their sheep and care 

for the least among them, the Lord will look after us and 

care for us. Whether we are wearied from having almost 

completed the entire liturgical year and simply look 

forward to celebrating this glorious solemnity, this is 

good news. God, our King, is not like the corrupt 

shepherds of the past. God will judge, but God will also 

seek us out, hear us, and rescue us before the day of the 

Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm 23: The obvious connection 

between this psalm and the First Reading is the 

identification of the Lord as the Shepherd. In the Lord, 

there is nothing left for us to need. We hope to continue 

to dwell in the Lord’s house for many years. 

Second Reading:  Paul draws on the image of the first 

fruits of the harvest to describe the relationship between 

Christ’s Resurrection and the resurrection of the dead. 

His Resurrection is the thanksgiving offering to God just 

as farmers offered the first fruits of the harvest to God in 

gratitude. The first fruits of the harvest symbolized the 

holiness of the entire harvest.  All belongs to God. 

Gospel: The Son of Man will separate the sheep from 

the goats when he comes in glory; the sheep he will put 

on his right and the goats on the left. Will our 

instruction from the King be to “Come” on his right and 

the goats on the left? Will our instructions for the King 

be to “Come” on his right or to “Depart” and go left? 

We can answer this question by reflecting on how we 

have responded to the Lord. When we see and respond 

to our brother and sister in need, we are also seeing and 

responding to Christ.  

Saint of the Week 

Friday, November 30. Feast of St. Andrew. Apostle. St. Andrew (first 

century) was the first of the Twelve to meet Jesus. Tradition says that he 

may have preached in parts of Asia Minor and Greece before being 

crucified on an X-shaped cross. 
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Sunday, November 26. Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Co-

rinthians 15:20-26, 28; Psalm 23:1-3, 5-6; Matthew 

25:31-46.  

Monday, November 27. Daniel 1:1-6,8-20;  (Ps)  Dan-

iel 3:52-56;   Luke  21:1-4 .  

Tuesday, November 28. Daniel 2:31-45;  (Ps)  Daniel 

3:57-61;   Luke  21:5-11 .  

Wednesday, November 29. Daniel 5:1-6,13-14,16-

17,23-28; (Ps)  Daniel 3:62-67;   Luke  21:12-19.  

Thursday, November 30. Feast of Saint Andrew, 

Apostle. Romans 10:9-18;   Psalm 19:8-11;   Matthew 

4:18-22. 

Friday, December 1. Daniel 7:2-14; Daniel 3:75, 76, 

77, 78, 79, 80, 81; Luke 21:28;  Luke 21:29-33. 

Saturday, December 2.  Daniel 7:15-27; Daniel 3:82-

87; Luke 34:36. 

Sunday, December 3. First Sunday of Advent. Isaiah 
63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7; Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19;  
1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Psalm 85:8; Mark 13:33-37. 

Readings for  

November 26, 2017—December 3, 2017 

Friday, December 1 

is the  First Friday  

of  the month and is  

always dedicated to 

the  

Sacred Heart of  

Jesus. 

Focus on Religious Freedom 

From  

Catholics For Freedom of Religion 

www.cffor.org 
  

ALERT!   Watch EWTN’s “Pro-Life 
Weekly”  coverage of Catholics for 

Freedom of Religion 
http://bit.ly/2jsvyCe  the final 4 minutes of 

the show 
  

Conscience Rights One Step Closer:  The Departments 

of HHS, Treasury, and Labor, on Oct. 6, announced a 

Rule Protecting the Conscience Rights of All Americans that 

provides conscience protections to Americans who have 

a religious or moral objection to paying for health insur-

ance that covers contraception/abortion services.  The 

government appears to admit that it violated the law 

when it tried to force religious ministries, like the Little 

Sisters of the Poor, to violate their faith. Under the new 

rule, the objectionable Health & Human Services (HHS) 

mandate will remain in place for most employers and 

will now include an exemption for religious ministries. 

  

However, the Little Sisters still need permanent court 

protection to finally end their years-long lawsuit and go 

back to serving the elderly poor.  Their case has been on 

hold ever since May, 2016, when the Supreme Court 

unanimously overturned the lower courts ruling against 

the Little Sisters, said the Little Sisters couldn't be fined 

($100/day per employee) and ordered the lower courts 

to find an accommodation acceptable to both parties. 

"Clearly, the Supreme Court understood the Sisters' con-

cern that the governments current scheme forces them to 

violate their religion," said the Becket Fund for Reli-

gious Liberty. 

  

In a related case, after years of litigation, on Oct. 11, the 

Department of Justice reached a settlement that marks 

relief for two similar ministries in relation to the HHS 

mandate.  "The last 3 years of litigation could have been 

avoided entirely if ... administration had simply recog-

nized that the First Amendment protects the rights of 

conscience of these religious ministries against an ad-

ministration intent on coercing their obedience," said 

First Liberty Institute. 

 firstliberty.org, 11/10/17;  

westernjournalism.com, 5/16/17); 

thelittlesistersofthepoor.com, 10/6/17; hhs.gov, 10/6/17 

http://www.cffor.org/
http://bit.ly/2jsvyCe
http://www.firstliberty.org
http://www.westernjournalism.com
http://www.thelittlesistersofthepoor.com
http://www.hhs.gov
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On Friday evening,  November 17th 
St Bernard’s Young Adult group 

attended Holy Hour at the 
Immaculate Conception Seminary in 

Huntington. 
It was an opportunity for Catholics 

in their twenties to experience 
Eucharistic adoration, the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, Mass 
and fellowship.  

Pictured from left to right are Angela Bottari, Della Rao,  
Courtney Ruvolo, Kaitlin Stasinski, Pam Goldstein, Danny Morra, 
Vivian Stein, Father Declan, Tracy Borst Rossi 

If you would like to know more about us please contact Pat McDonough, 
Director of Youth & Young Adults at pat@stbernardchurch.org or 516-731-4220 
Ext. 144   

mailto:pat@stbernardchurch.org
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All Souls Memorial Mass  

November 5, 2017 
in loving memory of all the deceased parishioners of St. Bernard’s who passed away this past year.  

Dennis Dunne 
Newly vested altar 

servers 

Steve 
Simpson 

Rich and 
Margaret 
Santer 

Terri Blankeny 

Jerry Rosalia & daughter 

Helena Lacey Gannon 

Jo Zizzo & son 

Norma Steiger 

 

Jane Jaros 



PPHHIILL  CCEEPPAARRAANNOO PLUMBING & HEATING
All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat 
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER
Highly Recommended By His Customers

TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

MMaarryy  AAnnnn  NNuuzzzzii,,  CC..PP..AA..
INCOME TAXES

• Available Year-Round
516-731-4635

DDIISSCCOOVVEERR  AA  FFAASSTT  &&  NNAATTUURRAALL WWAAYY  TTOO  LLOOSSEE  WWEEIIGGHHTT
TThhee SSaaddkkhhiinn CCoommpplleexx

For a Free Consultation: 516-280-7070
300 Garden City Plaza, Suite 250

(located near Roosevelt Field Mall)
GardenCity@Sadkhin.com

RAYMOND NARDO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

129 Third St.,  Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?

Do You Need a Will?
516-248-2121

HOLY INNOCENTS COUNCIL #3581
3581 Jeffries Rd., Levittown, N.Y.

For Membership info Call (516) 731-9018
* * * * * * * * * *Banquet Facility available (516) 735-1724

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING
ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514

John A. Spiegelman 
Licensed Financial Services Professional

*Insurance *Investments *College Funding 
*Business Planning *Retirement Planning

(516) 495-2931  
jspiegelman@ft.newyorklife.com
www.JohnASpiegelman.com

George Holub, Computer Surgeon
Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

The Computer Surgeons
“We Make Your Computer Healthy Again”
PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600          Fax (631) 242-8084

www.thecomputersurgeons.com

DIVISION CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections
40 Division Ave.
Levittown

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
125 Old Country Road 655 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714 Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 935-7100 (516) 938-4311

“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

KENS FAUCET
& TOILET REPAIRS INC.

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

All Plumbing Repairs   • All Bathroom Leaks 
Special discount for all veterans and military families

516-796-2100

Prevete Real Estate
3705 Hempstead Turnpike
Levittown, New York 11756
Business (516) 520-3838
Fax (516) 520-5738
Cell (516) 330-9940
“YOU’LL BE AMAZED”
CALL FOR FREE Market Analysis
Your Personal Realtor
- Member Long Island Board of Realtors
- Member New York State Association of Realtors
- Member National Association of Realtors
Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR. 

EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 
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John Satriano, ABR, SRES
N.Y.S. Lic. R.E. Broker Associate
Notary Public

731-8900

LEVITTOWN HICKSVILLE
2786 Hempstead Tpk. 47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 796-0400 (516) 931-0262

QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com

Serving the Parish Area

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small

Insured

516-454-6557

And
Holidays

Serving Proudly the St. Bernard Parish for over 50 Years

EAST MEADOW
2515 N. Jerusalem Road

516-826-1010

WANTAGH
603 Wantagh Avenue
516-731-5550

ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Lic/Ins

Comforting families Since 1924
Family Owned and Operated by Timothy J. Dalton and Beth Dalton-Costello

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com

No Medications,
No Special Foods,
No Surgeries, 

No Heavy Exercise.

$50 OFF ANY JOB NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS

Licensed Master Plumber • Serving the community since 1990

mptrg.com/bulletins • 516.479.9178   Hablamos Español
Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC


