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MISSION STATEMENT
With faith, hope, and love the people of
St. Bernard's parish family are on a mission to
bring the gospel of Jesus
to the Levittown Community and beyond.

PASTORAL TEAM
Father Ralph Sommer, Pastor
Shepherd@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 130
Father Joe Nohs, Associate Pastor
FrNohsBest@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 128
Father Innocent Duru, Chaplain In Residence
onyeduru@yahoo.com
Deacon John Blakeney
DeaconJohn@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Deacon James Flannery
Aquinas69@gmail.com
516-731-4220
Mrs. Susan Martin, Director of Religious Education
RelEd@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-8511 Phone/516-731-7860 Fax
The Religious Education Center is closed on Fridays.
Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P.,
Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry
PSM@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-6074
Pat McDonough, Director of Youth & Young Adults
pat@stbernardchurch.org
Ext. 144
Mrs. Mary Jane Witte, Director of Liturgical Music
MJWitte@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 142
Ms. Diane Vella, Pastoral Associate
DVella@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 143
Mrs. Rose Marie Rotondo, Sacristan
Sacristan@StBernardChurch.org
516-731-4220
Mr. Len Lanzi, Facilities Manager
facilitiesmanager@stbernardchurch.org
ext. 120
Mr. Dimas Carbajal, Head of Maintenance
Maintenance@StBernardChurch.org
ext. 126
CYO Basketball: email: info@stbernardcyo.org
website: www.stbernardcyo.org

Would you like to join our vibrant community of Faith,
Hope, and Love at St. Bernard’s? Sign-up and get to know
us at one of our monthly New Parishioner Registration and
Welcome evenings! For information, call the parish office
at 516-731-4220, or download a form from our website
www.stbernardchurch.org. Click on “Join St. Bernard’s” on
the bottom of the home page form. If you move away,
please notify us as well.

Spiritual Life

Schedule of Masses:
Saturday: 8:00 am and 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), 10:30 am,
12 Noon, 5:30 pm (Youth Mass)
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Holy Days: see website: www.StBernardChurch.org
Confessions:
Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 pm. Weekdays: After the 8:00 am Mass
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena and
Benediction:
Monday: Check schedule on page 4.
Morning Prayer:
Monday through Saturday, 8:30 am, Prayer Room. Books are
available.
Baptism of Children: We welcome infants and children to our
Christian community! Baptisms are held on select Sundays at
1:30 pm. Please contact the parish at least 3 months before
an anticipated baptism – even before a new child is born –
to ensure enough time to complete the baptism
preparation process. Our three-step preparation process
includes: 1) at-home reading and preparation by the parents;
2) an intake conversation with a member of our parish staff;
and 3) participation with other parents in a Sunday morning
gathering, which begins with attendance at our 9:00 am
“Family-friendly” Mass.
Please call 731-4220 or e-mail
parish@StBernardChurch.org to request a Baptism information
and preparation packet.
Marriages: Church arrangements should be made at least
6 months before the marriage and before making any
contracts with restaurants or caterers. Please call the
Rectory to set up an appointment with a priest, 731-4220.
Ministry to the Sick and Aging: If you are, or know of
someone who is homebound and would like to receive Holy
Communion, please call the rectory at 731-4220.
St. Vincent De Paul Society: 735-3218
Usher Coordinator: John Lyons (516) 390-5150 or
Jlyons8234@gmail.com

Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 5:00 pm, nine days prior to publication. You may email us at Bulletin@StBernardChurch.org or leave a printed
copy in the inbox on the bulletin desk in the Parish Office. Thank you for your cooperation!
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Christmas Already?
E– mail Father Ralph: shepherd@StBernardChurch.org

A Bigger Lobby
One of the many reasons for
planning to build a larger
lobby at St. Bernard’s Church
building is what happens at
funerals. The funeral prayers
start at the doors of the
church where the body of the
deceased loved one is
welcomed, blessed with holy
water and clothed in the
white pall that recalls his/her
baptism. If you’ve been a
family member at a funeral in
our church, you may have
found yourself stuck in the
tiny vestibule -- or worse,
outside -- during these
prayers. It’s impossible to
hear the prayers, much less
feel the sense of welcome and
blessing. When we build our
larger lobby there will be
room for the whole family to
gather around the casket as
we welcome and bless.
Please keep this in mind
when we begin our “Let’s
Build” fundraising campaign
and let’s raise the funds
needed to build a better lobby
for our future funerals -- and
of course weddings and other
celebrations too!

All the Halloween candy is not quite eaten yet and the Christmas displays are
already up in the stores. The Christmas music is about to hit the airwaves. And
we’re not even at Veteran’s Day yet. May I suggest that we pace ourselves, even
as the commercial culture plunges headlong into the world of Santa and his elves?

I was raised with a strong family tradition of celebrating each season in its time.
We would no more celebrate Christmas before December 24th than we would
celebrate the 4th of July in April. Thanksgiving had its own rituals -- which did
include watching TV as Santa arrive at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade. But
the weeks that followed Thanksgiving didn’t including putting up a Christmas tree
or lighting Christmas lights until we got really close to the birthday of Jesus.
During those weeks of Advent we were like pregnant people -- excited about the
upcoming birth. Then when Christmas did come, there was an explosion of light,
color, tastes and sounds that were even more fulfilling because we had waited.
We never understood the family who put their Christmas tree out to be collected
on the 26th of December. Jesus was born! Who stops celebrating the day after the
birth of a baby?

My parents bought the tree earlier in December, but kept it cooling outside til just
before Christmas Eve. They put up the outdoor lights when the weather was
warmer in early December, but didn’t turn them on til Christmas eve. (And then
they kept them on each night for the whole Christmas season -- a season that lasts
this year til January 8th -- the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.) The neighborhoods
now seem to go dark within days after the celebration of Jesus’ birth, the Christchild is put back in bubble-wrap and packed off into the garage. It’s as if we say,
“Ok, we’re done with Jesus for another year.”

So it’s early enough to invite your family to consider how to celebrate
Thanksgiving (which is not Christmas yet); and how to celebrate Advent (which is
not Christmas yet -- but rather a time of waiting, hoping and spiritual preparation).
Would you ever consider changing the pace and pattern of your decorating and
celebrating? What do you think of my parents’ sense of having their children wait
for the specialness of the Christmas feast instead of bingeing for a month prior to
the actual day of Christmas? If you’ve found the month before Christmas to be
crazy in the past, could you imagine -- and live out -- a saner, more contemplative
way of preparing for the coming of Jesus? I invite you to have a conversation
about this. You may be surprised at the benefits of finding that simpler, more
spiritual approach to the Feast of Jesus’ birth.
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Gifts of treasure

Parish News

Sunday collections

Memorial Mass
On Sunday, November 5, 2016 there
will be a special Mass at 3:00 pm in
loving memory of all the deceased
parishioners of St. Bernard’s who
passed away this past year. All are
welcome to attend this beautiful
celebration.

October 29, 2017
October 30, 2016
$ 12,284.80
$ 14,460.50
547 envelopes
588 envelopes
Faith Direct
$ 2,604.00
$ 2,378.90
Total Collection
$ 14,888.80
$ 16,839.40

Faith Direct
Have you enrolled yet?
www.faithdirect.net Code = NY272

The Rosary Society will meet in
the prayer room of the church on
Monday, November 6 at 12:30 pm
to pray the Rosary. We will offer our
prayers for the Souls in Purgatory,
Pope Francis , Bishop Barris, Father
Ralph, Father Joe, Father Innocent
and the entire church, world peace,
all those affected by war and natural disasters, and our
own personal intentions. We will also give thanks for
all our blessings, including our great country and pray
for peace among its citizens. All women of the parish
are welcome. Please try to join us.

Parish calendar
Monday,
12:30 PM
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Tuesday,
10:00 am
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Court St. Pius X, No. 1690

“Pasta Night”

7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Wednesday,
2:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
8:00 pm
Thursday,
9:30 am
1:45 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
Friday,
7:15 pm
Saturday,
9:00 am
11:00 am
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
8:00 pm
Sunday,
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
8:00 pm

Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2017 at 6:30 P.M.
For reservations, call Amelia Montgomery
at 516-300-0483
THE GRUNT PADRE IN
VIETNAM
Wednesday, November 8 at 7:00 PM
Parish Center
Coffee and cake to follow movie.
Sponsored by CFFR
SEMPER FI —Those words describe
Rev. Vincent Capodanno, Marine, Catholic chaplain,
and war hero. Come see the documentary about his self
-sacrificing ministry to his fellow Marines in Vietnam
which continues to this day in the lives he has affected.
He is a Servant of God whose cause is under
consideration for canonization. Please join us!
Veterans and military families especially welcome.
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(Subject to change)

November 6
Rosarians, Prayer Room
Ministry of Consolation Course, Parish Center
Zumba Gold, Parish Center
Miraculous Medal Novena, Church
Liturgy Committee, Rectory
November 7, Election Day
Our Lady of Consolation, Parish Center
Children’s Choir, Parish Center
Pasta Night CDA, Gym
Boy Scouts Troop 316, Cafeteria
Spanish Rosary, Prayer Room
Cub Scout Pack 318 Leaders Meeting,
Parish Center
Vivitrol Support Group, School Room 206
AA Meeting, School Room 207
Adult Choir Rehearsal, Church
November 8
Zumba Gold, Parish Center
CFFR Meeting, Parish Center
Catholic Basics, Parish Center
Bread of Life Prayer Group, Parish Center
November 9
Shawl Ministry, Parish Center
St. Vincent Meeting, Clairvaux House
CDA Memorial Mass, Church
CDA Meeting, Parish Center
November 10
Most Holy Trinity Prayer Group, Parish Center
November 11, Veterans Day
Awakening Faith, School
Women’s AA Meeting, Cafeteria
Sacred Heart Community, Parish Center
Spanish Mass, Church
Spanish Mass Reception, Parish Center
November 12
Youth Choir Practice, Church
Youth Ministry Meeting, YM Room (School)
AA Meeting, Cafeteria

SACRAMENTS

mass intentions

BANNS OF MARRIAGE

This listing may not reflect recent changes or additions.
Saturday,
November 4
5:00 pm
Frank Zizzo
Sunday,
November 5
7:30 am
Kenneth Torina-15th Anniversary
9:00 am
ALL SOULS DAY NOVENA
10:30 am
All parishioners,
Joe and Robert Fennelly,
Tommy Fitzgerald,
Stephen Greco
12 Noon
Living & deceased members of the Holy
Innocents Council
3:00 pm
Ministry of Consolation Mass for all
parishioners who passed away this past year
5:30 pm
Mary Helen Fugina
Monday,
November 6
8:00 am
ALL SOULS DAY NOVENA
Tuesday,
November 7
8:00 am
ALL SOULS DAY NOVENA
Wednesday,
November 8
8:00 am
ALL SOULS DAY NOVENA
Thursday
November 9
8:00 am
ALL SOULS DAY NOVENA
Friday,
November 10
8:00 am
ALL SOULS DAY NOVENA
Saturday,
November 11
8:00 am
Bernard, Patrick, Michael and Michael Jr.
Mitchell,
Margaret Cassidy,
Bill Boye,
Thanksgiving to the Blessed Virgin Mother
5:00 pm
Mary & John Forestiero
7:30 pm
Spanish Mass
Sunday,
November 12
7:30 am
Pat Rosalia
9:00 am
Johanna Grosso
10:30 am
Gerard Valinoti,
Louis Vicari,
Rochelle Amoncio,
Pat Rosalia
12 Noon
All parishioners
5:30 pm
Doris and Al Weidlein

First Time

Derek Mordente
Anne Winberry, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown
Third Time
Robert Bischoff
Kaitlin Cooley, St. Bernard Parish, Levittown
Pray for the sick of our parish
Tony Barclay
Jaime Macias
Susan Hug Quinn
Vincent Stroud
Christine Ziesig

Maureen Ferrari
Patricia Tripp Gaudette
Colonel Richard G. Naughton
Milagros Rivera
Ronald Sokol
Sandy Trexler
Joan Virostko

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks after you call in.
After that time we ask, if necessary, to call again.
Thank you for cooperating and God bless all.
Please pray for all those on our Long-term Sick List
Baby Mason Francis Combs
Susan Arena
Brian Austin
Arlene Barsch
Ellen Borosky
Irene Boyce
Jean Caprera
Rosemary Clark
Ed Costello
Monica DeLaRosa
Sr. Juliana Deptuch Debra Dowdell
Margaret Dowdell
Gerry Finlan
Jim Finlan
Linda Fitz
Kathleen Flaherty
Rich Fuleki
Muriel Gallagher
Teresita Gallego
Regina Gorman
Colleen Grasing
John Guiffre
Mike Hach
Patricia Hafner
Carolyn Hakim
Cynthia Hansen
Donna Hare
John Hartofil
Vicki Jacona
Ann Johnson
Steve Jugan
Jerome W. Kalkhof
Anne Kalman
Claudia Kwasnik
Katherine Anne Kwestel
Violet Kwestel
Tia Mabanta
Andrew Mahoney
Lucy Marconi
Gene McDonagh
William McDonagh
Teresa McDonald
Dr. John McLaughlin
Mary McLean
Mary Messina
Irmgard Montanino
Kerri Orlando
Johnny Perdue
Rosina Perri
Catherine Pipinou
Joan Rampolla
Fred Rappa
Laureen Quinn-Sturge
Deanne Reilly
John Rotondo, Jr.
John Rotondo, Sr.
Flore Rowe
Federico Rueda
Eve Saint
Thomas Saint
Terry Sherwood
Ronald Sokol
Norma Steiger
Louis Steinberg
David Testa
Rosalie Travers
Joan Virostko
Mary Vonstein
Theresa Votta
Brendan Wagner
Richard Yankowski

Thursday, November 9, 7 PM – Catholic Daughters
remember their departed sisters in an uplifting
Memorial Mass in the church. All are welcomed to
attend. Mass will be followed by our monthly meeting
at 8 PM in the parish center. Anyone interested in
meeting our members, experiencing our friendship and
finding out what Catholic Daughters is about may
attend. Refreshments will be served.

Pray for our beloved deceased
and those who mourn for them
Marie J. Curcio
Elizabeth Dorso
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Adult faith formation

What if we all conspired together to take back Christmas?
JOIN THE CONSPIRACY AT OUR ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION
Saturday, December 2, 1:00—7:00 p.m., School Basement
Includes Mass and dinner
Dinner at 6 p.m. with Advent-focused conversation: $15 pp.
All are invited to join us for dinner; pre-registration and payment required.
See next week’s bulletin for registration details

Are you a man or woman
over 50?

Maybe it’s
Time to
Belong
 Going to church but not baptized?
 Baptized, going to a Catholic church

but not Catholic?

Spirituality for the Golden Years

 Baptized Catholic, going to church,

but not confirmed in the faith?

This months' topic:
Gratitude: A Spiritual Practice

Monday, November 13
1:30 p.m. Parish Center
Join our discussions of
spiritual topics of interest!

Join the journey to adult faith!
Name: __________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________________
Best time to call: ________________________________________________

Leader: Sister Jo Ann Walsh, R.S.M.

Place form in collection basket, or contact Diane Vella:
516-731-4220 or dvella@stbernardchurch.org

Retreat Director and Certified Spiritual Director.
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Adult faith formation

Why the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation is important for Catholics
Part 3

Pope Benedict meets with Lutheran leaders

(by Diane Vella)

We noted last week that Lutherans and Catholics have come a very long way since their split 500 years ago. (See
the last 2 week’s bulletins at http://www.stbernardchurch.org/Bulletin). We noted the causes of the Lutheran Reformation
of the Church, and then showed how the last 50 years of ecumenical scholarship and dialogue has shown us that we were
never really as far apart as we thought we were, and has brought us closer together in teaching and practice than Martin Luther and Pope Leo X could have ever imagined! Thanks be to God!
Last week we noted convergences between Lutheran and Catholic scholars, and even the highest levels of Church
authority, on questions about the sacraments—especially the Eucharist, - about Mary and the saints, and most importantly,
about the issue that originally divided us: how human beings are saved. It was the leadership of Pope St. John XXII and
Pope Paul VI that began this effort for the Catholic Church, and the consistent efforts of Popes St. John Paul II, Benedict
XVI and Francis continue to push our communities toward their ultimate goal, the goal of Jesus: That all may be one.
Despite the progress, there is still a long road ahead for Lutherans and Catholics. First of all, to be one, does not
mean to be the same. Interestingly enough, that’s the root meaning of the word “catholic,” meaning “universal.” To be a
“universal” Church means to be UNIted in diVERSity—get it? The goal of the ecumenical movement is not to “dilute” our
traditions and all blend together, but to celebrate the various gifts of our communities, and, as is the case with Lutherans
and some others, bring us all together in a common truth to the point that we can all share in the body and blood of Christ
together in each other’s churches. For that to happen, Lutherans and Catholics need to come to further agreement on issues
regarding ministry and authority in the Church:
Catholics understand the diocese as the basic unit of “Church,” for Lutherans it’s the parish. This affects how we under-

stand the roles of pastors and bishops in the Church, and how decisions are made.
Catholics understand “apostolic succession” to mean that the faith has been handed on through the laying on of hands from
Christ, through the apostles to the bishops. Lutherans understand “apostolic succession to mean that the faith of the
apostles has been handed on through the ages to legitimately ordained pastors and bishops.
Catholics understand the successor of Peter to be the symbol and center of unity for Christians, with authority over the
whole Church. Lutherans are open to the idea of this ministry of unity, but request that it be exercised in a different
way.
Lutherans see the ordination of women as priests and bishops as consistent with the Gospel; the Catholic Church does not
consider itself authorized to ordain women to priesthood or episcopacy. (The question of women deacons is open for
discussion in the Catholic Church.)

The Love of Christ Compels Us
A Celebration of Christian Unity and Reconciliation on the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation

Sunday, November 19, 4:00 p.m., St. Kilian’s Roman Catholic Church
Farmingdale, Long Island, New York
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND, RECEPTION FOLLOWS
Preacher:
Most Rev.
James Massa
Auxiliary Bishop of
the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Brooklyn

In attendance:
The Most Rev. John O. Barres
Bishop, R.C. Diocese of Rockville Centre
The Right Rev. Lawrence C. Provenzano
Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Long Island
The Rev. Robert A. Rimbo
Bishop, Metropolitan New York Synod ELCA
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Readings for
November 5, 2017—November 12, 2017

The Diocese of Rockville Centre

Golden Wedding Liturgy
Honoring Couples Married
Fifty Years or More
Sunday, November 19 — Church of Christ the King in
Commack
The liturgy will begin at 2:30 pm

Sunday, November 5. Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time. Malachi 1:14 2:2, 8-10; 1 Thessalonians
2:7-9, 13; Psalm 131:1-3; Matthew 23:1-12.
Monday, November 6. Romans 11:29-36; Psalm 69:30
-31, 33-34, 36; Luke 14:12-14.
Tuesday, November 7. Romans 12:5-16; Psalm 131:13; Luke 14:15-24.
Wednesday, November 8. Romans 13:8-10; Psalm
112:1-2, 4-5, 9; Luke 14:25-33.
Thursday, November 9. Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-17; Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; John
2:13-22.
Friday, November 10. Romans 15:14-21; Psalm 98:14; Luke 16:1-8.
Saturday, November 11. Romans 16:3-9, 16, 22-27;
Psalm 145:2-5, 10-11; Luke 16:9-15.
Sunday, November 12. Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time. Wisdom 6:12-16; 1 Thessalonians 4:1318; Psalm 63:2-8; Matthew 25:1-13.

Registration forms and complete instructions can be
obtained at the rectory. The forms must be received by
November 6th . For questions, please call Suzanne at 516678-5800, extension 207.

Pregnant? Need Help?
Birthright, Inc.
24 hour Helpline 1-800-550-4900
Wantagh 516-785-4070 Hampton Bays 631-728-8900
Islip 631-277-3888
Southold 631-876-5138
Rocky Point 631-821-9727

Join the Missionaries of The Most Holy Eucharist
for a Eucharistic Retreat Day
Sunday, November 12, 2017, 8 am-5 pm
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, Huntington.
The day includes Hot Breakfast & Lunch, Rosary,
Spiritual Meditations, Holy Mass, Confession,
Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction. You must register
in advance - space is limited. Please email
MostHolyEucharist@gmail.com or call 631-629-6514.
Please bring a $35 donation with you on the day of the
retreat.

The Ride Home
This feature is for families to share their thoughts
as they travel to and from Church.
Thirty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time
November 5, 2017

Calling all Young Adults, college age and up!
Join the Missionaries of the Most Holy Eucharist for
ADORE: A Young Adult Evening of Prayer including
Adoration, Confession, Praise & Worship, Mass, Food,
and Fellowship. Music by Woods Worship. No RSVP
necessary! Friday, November 17, doors open at 7:00 pm
at the gorgeous Seminary of the Immaculate Conception
in Huntington. We can't wait to see you there!
Questions?? Want to download flyers??
info@WoodsWorship.com or WoodsWorship.com/
adore

Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12
Adults: During the next week, what could you do to
welcome someone who usually feels excluded?
Children: Is there a child in your class or neighborhood
who is left out of games and activities? What can you
do?

10

St. Bernard’S Center for religiouS eduCation
Mrs. Susan Martin, M.A., Director, 516-731-8511

OUR SUPER STARS
We are indebted to our volunteer catechists who so
often serve "behind the scenes." Here are some of their
stories so that you may become acquainted with them
and see how they have answered the call to become a
"missionary disciple."

each session as prayer is direct communication with
God. She encourages them to pray at home, at night,
say grace before meals, pray on the bus, the soccer field
and by reading favorite bible passages. She also
encourages her class to attend church regularly for the
Mass is our greatest prayer as Catholics!

Mrs. Jennifer Miller-has been teaching for

Mrs. Susan Jansky- grew up in Levittown
and has established roots here. She fondly
remembers our former pastors and currently
serves as a catechist for two grade levels.
Susan shares enthusiasm for our Faith in
levels 2 and 7. Despite the differences of
ages, she focuses on prayer with all her
students. Often our little ones learn the basic
prayers of our Faith but she finds as they
grow older, they forget the prayers of our
Catholic tradition. She teaches spontaneous
prayer and says one can talk to God as if you are
speaking with your good friend. Jesus is her Guide in
life and says, "having God in my heart keeps me on the
right track.” She and her husband have been married
for 19 years and have one son in college. She works in
an accounting office but enjoys her volunteer work as
catechist sharing faith with the "future church", our
young people. She believes in Bishop Barres' vision in
that all of us are called to "missionary disciples."

over six years. She was actually inspired to
join the Religious Education team by her
sister- in- law, Mrs. Anne Johnson. Jen and
her husband have been married for over 16
years and have lived in Levittown for ten
years. During the day, Jen works for court
reporting services and in the evening and
week-ends, she gives of her time and talents
to the youth of our parish. She teaches level
7 (Confirmation prep) class, is a level 6
substitute catechist and is involved with the
RCIA for children. She thinks it's important to enrich
the faith life of the children. She stresses that God is
always with them, Jesus is their Best Friend and one
whom they can trust with their lives. She shared her
image of God in Christ, our Savior of the cross. We
need to put our faith into action thus Jen challenges her
class of impressionable disciples ways to be of service to
others. She reminds them that Christ has said "I have
come to serve not to be served." Jen offers prayer time

Mid-Week Mid-Morning Book Discussion:

HELP WANTED: ST. MARTHA’S SOCIETY
St. Martha’s Society is looking for those who
can spare some time to wash and iron
the small linen cloths that are used
during Mass.
We currently have 8 ladies who
volunteer, which means that they help
about every eight weeks (or 6 times a year). “More
hands make light work.”
We also are looking for seamstresses who can
do minor repairs when needed. If you think you
may be interested or have any questions, please
contact our St. Martha’s Society coordinator and
Sacristan, Rose Marie Rotondo, at 516-731-4220 or
see her at church.

Snow in August
In a working-class neighborhood in 1947 Brooklyn, an
eleven-year-old Irish Catholic boy named Michael Devlin
has just made friends with a lonely rabbi from Prague. For
Michael, the rabbi opens a window to ancient learning and
lore that rivals anything in Captain Marvel. For the rabbi,
Michael illuminates the everyday mysteries of America,
including the strange language of baseball. But like their
hero Jackie Robinson, neither can entirely escape from the
swirling prejudices of the time.
Join your fellow parishioners on Wednesday, November
15 at 10 am in the Parish Center for an informal discussion
of Pete Hamill’s award-winning novel, Snow in August.
For more information please contact Wally Rodier at 516731-6690 or wrodi@verizon.net.
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Parish social ministry

Sr. Christine Sammons, O.P., 731-6074

Sister Christine if you will be doing this, so your
contribution can be factored into this major project.
Our office number is 731-6074.

St. Vincent de Paul:
“The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is an international organization of men and women who seek, in
a prayerful spirit of justice and charity, and by a person-to-person involvement, to be present to those
who are suffering.”

Exercise4Others!
We will let you know the final total of the donations
we received at our Masses on October 21-22, as well
as the on-line donations. Half of the proceeds will be
given to Catholic Charities of the Diocese, and the
other half to our Parish Social Ministry. Our half
will be forwarded to the parishes in Levittown, Puerto Rico to help in their rebuilding efforts after Hurricane Maria. Thank you for your kind generosity,
once again! Thanks to Kathy Scarallo for her wonderful organizational skills in our diocesan office and
at St. Bernard’s.

This Society has been part of St. Bernard’s parish
since November of 1955, when Levittown was still
part of the Diocese of Brooklyn. For 62 years, dedicated parishioners have reached out to their lowincome Levittown neighbors to provide food and other basic needs of living, substantially improving the
quality of life for literally thousands of seniors, adults
and children.
At present, our Conference is looking to engage some
new members to assist in this important Gospel imperative. If you think you might be interested, or
want to know more, you are invited to call our office
at 735-3218 and leave a message. One of our members will return your call. Membership requires a high
level of commitment, but training and mentoring will
provide the necessary tools for this very important
ministry. Membership in the Society is a blessing,
and the rewards are out-of-this-world!

Thanksgiving Clothing Drive:
As has become our custom, the St. Vincent de Paul
truck will be in our parking lot on the Sunday before
Thanksgiving (November 19th from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.) to
receive your gently used clothing. The Society is helped
substantially by these donations which are sold very

inexpensively in their thrift shops. If you have gently
used, CLEAN clothing that you no longer need, please
consider bringing it to the parking lot on your way to
or from mass on Sunday, November 19th!

We appreciate every monetary or food donation
provided by our parishioners and neighbors. This week
our pantry needs include:

Peanut Butter & Jelly Team:

On October 23rd, under the watchful eyes of Laura
Cardinale and
several adult
volunteers, 26 of
our 7th and 8th
graders made 554
peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches
for the INN and
our food pantry.
The basic
ingredients were
56 loaves of bread,
19 jars of jelly and
20 jars of peanut
butter! Did you
know that peanut
butter goes on both
slices of bread
before the jelly is

 Cup-o-noodles
 Ramen noodles
As always, thank you!
Please remember the poor boxes and to
“buy one, get one free!”

HEAP—the Federal Home Energy Assistance Program

is now open to help low-income people receive aid with
heating expenses. We have the income guidelines and
applications. Call us if you have questions about your
eligibility. This program can help keep you warm all
winter if you qualify!

Thanksgiving is Coming:

In a couple of weeks, we will be celebrating the great
American Thanksgiving feast. We are beginning to
prepare baskets for the families who visit our pantry on a
regular basis. If individuals, troops or groups would like
to prepare a basket, we will provide a list of items to be
included. It is very important that you notify Gloria or

added? Bet you
didn’t know that PB&J sandwiches require a recipe!
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Father Nohs Best
Rosary continued from last week….
The Rosary is designed to help keep Salvation history in the forefront of our prayers. Mary is the
Mediatrix of Salvation by being the one who gave birth to Jesus. It is for this reason that we use
the Hail Mary prayer, which is from the gospel of Luke where Elizabeth greets Mary and the child
within her womb leapt for JOY. Within the entirety of the Rosary there are now twenty
“mysteries.” These are divided into the JOYFUL MYSTERIES, the LUMINOUS MYSTERIES, the
SORROWFUL MYSTERIES, and the GLORIOUS MYSTERIES. Each set of the 5 decades reflects the
scriptural account of the life of Jesus and what we call “Salvation History.”

Fr. Joseph Nohs

While you can say any decade at any time, there is a “system” that we follow. For those who have a
devotion to the rosary we say the prayers daily. So the Joyful mysteries are said on Monday and
Saturday, the Luminous on Thursday, the Sorrowful on Tuesday and Friday, and the Glorious on
Wednesday and Sunday. There are few exceptions: during the Sundays of Christmas season we say
the Joyful mysteries as they are more reflective of the birth of Jesus; and during the Sundays of Lent
we say the Sorrowful mysteries as they are more of a reflection on the Passion of Jesus Christ.
How do we say “The Rosary?”
You’ve heard me talk about this before. As a family we would gather to say the Rosary every day. We
could be out playing, it didn’t matter. As soon as the street lights came on we knew it was time to
come home. Not for dinner, but to pray the rosary and THEN dinner.
Mom and Dad began the prayers but the siblings divided up the decades of the rosary. As a kid I
never knew why we said which decade, but I certainly knew the story of Jesus as a young boy.
So here is what we do: (1) Make the Sign of the Cross and (2) say the "Apostles' Creed" while holding
the cross on the beads. Then while holding the first large bead we (3) say the "Our Father." Next, (4)
using the 3 small beads we say 3 "Hail Mary’s." Then on the chain, (5) as we journey to the 1st decade
bead we say the "Glory be to the Father."
Now we come to the “decades.” (6) Now we pray (or announce) the First Mystery; and we say if it’s Glorious, Joyful, or
whichever. And then you say what the decade represents. (example: the nativity or the birth of Jesus) then say the
"Our Father." Say ten "Hail Mary’s," while meditating on the Mystery. And conclude with the "Glory be to the Father."
Repeat this for the next 4 mysteries.
After the mysteries we say the Hail Holy Queen. Now we are back to the 3 beads. Following the formula of the Lord’s
Prayer, Hail Mary’s, and the Glory Be; we dedicate these prayers for the Holy Father. Then we have our closing prayers.
God be with you always and in all ways.

Fr. Joe
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The Apostles' Creed:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell; the third day He arose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the
right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of Saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen.
Our Father
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. Amen.
Hail Mary
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of
God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
Glory Be
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
The Hail Holy Queen:
Hail, Holy Queen; Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope! To thee do we cry, poor banished children
of Eve; to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn then, most gracious
advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O
clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! / Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. / That we may be made worthy of the
promises of Christ.
Closing Prayer of the Rosary: Let us pray. O GOD, whose only begotten Son, by His life, death, and resurrection, has
purchased for us the rewards of eternal life, grant, we beseech Thee, that meditating upon these mysteries of the
Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain and obtain what they promise,
through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.
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WANTAGH
603 Wantagh Avenue

EAST MEADOW
2515 N. Jerusalem Road

516-826-1010

516-731-5550

Serving Proudly the St. Bernard Parish for over 50 Years

QUICK EMERGENCY RESPONSE 24 HR. 7 DAYS
P H IL C E P A RA N O

PLUMBING & HEATING

All Leaks Repaired • Floods Pumped

ALL WORK PERFORMED BY OWNER

Highly Recommended By His Customers
TRY ME ONCE
YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERVICE

516-454-6557

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.ceparanoplumbing.com
Serving the Parish Area

Sadkhin

The

Lic. Master Plumber
Serving all Nassau
No Job Too Small
Insured

For a Free Consultation:

516-280-7070

300 Garden City Plaza, Suite 250

Comforting families Since 1924
ASK ABOUT MY 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

Complex

DISCO VER A FAST & NATURAL WAY TO LOSE WEIGHT
(located near Roosevelt Field Mall)

GardenCity@Sadkhin.com

No Medications,
No Special Foods,
No Surgeries,
No Heavy Exercise.

Family Owned and Operated by Timothy J. Dalton and Beth Dalton-Costello

LEVITTOWN
2786 Hempstead Tpk.
(516) 796-0400

HICKSVILLE
47 Jerusalem Avenue
(516) 931-0262

www.thomasfdaltonfuneralhomes.com
RAYMOND NARDO
HOLY INNOCENTS COUNCIL #3581
ATTORNEY AT LAW

George Holub, Computer Surgeon

John A. Spiegelman

Licensed Financial Services Professional
*Insurance *Investments *College Funding
*Business Planning *Retirement Planning

The Computer Surgeons

Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

(516) 495-2931
jspiegelman@ft.newyorklife.com
www.JohnASpiegelman.com

SPECIALTY CAKES
BIRTHDAY • SWEET 16•WEDDING•ANNIVERSARY
OR ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN THINK OF
LET US BE AT YOUR NEXT PARTY!
2374 HEMPSTEAD TPKE., EAST MEADOW

516-261-9320 • VALENCIABAKERY.NET

“We Make Your Computer Healthy Again”

PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600
Fax (631) 242-8084
www.thecomputersurgeons.com

DIVISION
CAR CARE
“All Repairs Guaranteed”
731-8900

Foreign & Domestic
N.Y. State Inspections

40 Division Ave.
Levittown

VERNON C. WAGNER FUNERAL
HOMES, INC.
655 Old Country Road

125 Old Country Road
Hicksville, NY 11714
(516) 935-7100

KENS FAUCET

& TOILET REPAIRS INC.

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Licensed Master Plumber • Serving the community since 1990

All Plumbing Repairs • All Bathroom Leaks
Special discount for all veterans and military families

516-796-2100

$50 OFF ANY JOB NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS

mptrg.com/bulletins • 516.479.9178 Hablamos Español
Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC

ROOFING SPECIALIST

“We Live Here, We Worship Here”
(516) 826-5514
Lic/Ins

**********
Banquet Facility available (516) 735-1724

516-248-2121

MAKING CAKES SINCE 1948

CLASS “A” ROOFING & SIDING

3581 Jeffries Rd., Levittown, N.Y.
For Membership info Call (516) 731-9018

129 Third St., Mineola, NY 11501
Are you Selling Your Home?
Do You Need a Will?

Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 938-4311
“Our Service Speaks For Itself”

John Satriano, ABR, SRES

N.Y.S. Lic. R.E. Broker Associate
Notary Public

Prevete Real Estate

3705 Hempstead Turnpike
Levittown, New York 11756

Business (516) 520-3838
Fax (516) 520-5738
Cell (516) 330-9940
“YOU’LL BE AMAZED”
CALL FOR FREE Market Analysis
Your Personal Realtor

- Member Long Island Board of Realtors
- Member New York State Association of Realtors
- Member National Association of Realtors
Each Office is Independently Owned And Operated

PAT DOLAN
PLUMBING

Licensed Master
Plumber
24 HR.
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

798-8943

#172 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com

Repair or Replace: Faucets • Toilets • Sinks • Drains • Heat
Waste & Water Lines - Residential Specialist

And
Holidays

