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Through Death to Life… 
 
 The death of someone we love 

is one of the most difficult and pain-

ful losses we face as human beings.  

With broken hearts, we turn to the 

task of commending the one we have loved to the embrace of the 

God who loved him or her into being, and who now welcomes the 

person home to live anew in union with God and all those who 

have gone before us.  As Christians, we face the reality and the an-

guish of loss and grief, but confidently trust that God’s love and 

the love and support of family, friends, and our faith community 

will sustain us.  

 

 

Saint Bernard’s parish wants to help... 
 
 This booklet has been prepared to help you commend your 

loved one into the arms of God through a celebration of the Order 

of Christian Funerals of the Roman Catholic Church.  Our parish 

community prays that these days will be a time of grace and heal-

ing for you and all those who have been affected by this loss.  Our 

prayers are with you and your deceased loved one during this 

time. 

 As a first step, a member of our Parish Consolation Minis-

try team will contact you shortly after your visit to the funeral 

home to make arrangements.  Our Consolation Ministers are 
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people who have themselves experi -     

enced the pain of loss, and who know    

that the Christian funeral rites can be 

a source of consolation and hope at 

this time.  They have been trained to 

minister to you in the name of our 

parish community, and especially to 

help you in planning the funeral 

Mass for your loved one.  The Consolation Minister will normally 

meet with you at the parish or at another suitable place a day or 

two before the funeral, and will be present to you through the fu-

neral Mass.   He or she will also serve as the liaison between your 

family and the parish should you have any questions or special 

needs.  Other members of our Consolation Ministry Team will 

prepare a booklet for the funeral, bake a cake for your family, and 

greet and assist you at the funeral Mass. 

 

A word to family and friends who do not share our  
Catholic faith… 
 

 We hope that family and friends of the deceased  person 

who do not share our Catholic faith tradition will feel welcome at 

our church home during these days.  If those responsible for plan-

ning the funeral are not Catholic, be assured that the Consolation 

Minister and the clergy will give you all the help and guidance 

you need.    

 

 We are united in one Lord, one faith, and one baptism with 
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those of you who share our faith in Jesus Christ, whether Ortho-

dox, Anglican or Protestant.  We invite you to participate in our 

services to the extent that you are comfortable.  We also welcome 

all of you who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ, and hope that 

you will appreciate the role that our faith and rituals play in our 

understanding and acceptance of death, and in the consolation of 

those who grieve. If you have any questions or concerns about 

your participation in the funeral rites, please feel free to express 

them to the Consolation Minister or a priest or deacon. 

 

  

The Christian Wake 
 

 Sometimes thoughts of wakes and funerals for our loved 

ones can be difficult and even fill us with dread.  We wonder how 

we will get through these very public rituals when we are feeling 

so empty and vulnerable.  But our Christian faith wisely tells us 

that this is not a time to be alone with our grief.  God has created 

us to care for one another in times of sadness and tragedy, and the 

wake gives us the opportunity to give and accept God’s care and 

consolation in the words, the hugs, and the silent empathy of our 

family and friends who care about us.  

Their thoughts, gestures and prayers will 

support and uplift you at this time, and 

help raise you from the depths of grief and 

carry on.  You will know that you are 

loved. 



6 

 

 

 Your funeral director will make the arrangements for the 

wake.  You will be invited  to bring to the wake printed or digital 

photos and personal items that remind you of and celebrate the 

life of your loved one.  We encourage you as well to bring items 

that testify to his or her life of faith; perhaps a Bible or other spir-

itual book, a cross, rosary beads, or a favorite medal, statue or pic-

ture. 

 

 A priest or deacon from Saint Bernard’s will come to the 

wake to conduct a prayer service called the Vigil for the Deceased.  

It normally takes place in the afternoon or evening prior to the day 

of the funeral Mass.   This is the principal celebration of the Chris-

tian community during the time before the 

funeral liturgy.  It will normally consist of 

prayers and Scripture readings that speak of 

peace and consolation for those who are 

suffering the pain of grief.   

 

    

The wake is also a time when friends and family members can 

share memories and stories of the person who has died.  This re-

membering is an important part of the grieving process, and is to 

be encouraged.  Throughout the time of the wake, these eulo-

gies—“good words” - can be given so that everyone present may 

remember, laugh and cry together.  
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(Please note that eulogies are not given at the 

funeral Mass, although brief Words of Remem-

brance about the person’s life of faith may be giv-

en by a friend or family member  before the Mass 

begins.  See section on eulogies on page 14.)  

  

 

 

The Catholic Funeral Mass 
 

 The most important part of the 

Christian funeral rite is the funeral Mass, 

normally celebrated just before the burial of 

either the body or the cremated remains of 

your loved one.  It celebrates both the gift 

of life that your loved one shared with you, 

and our Christian faith in the resurrection 

and in the new life in Jesus offered to both 

the dead and the living.  It does this 

through prayers and blessings, songs and 

readings, ceremonies and symbols.  Your 

active participation in the praying, responding and singing, to the 

degree that you are able, can bring you comfort, consolation and 

hope at this time. 
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Planning the Funeral Mass 
 

 The Consolation Minister from Saint Bernard’s will invite 

you to help in planning some aspects of the funeral Mass, such as 

choosing appropriate Scripture readings or funeral Mass music.  

She or he will also ask if there are any family members or friends 

who would like to take on certain roles in the celebration, normal-

ly as readers or as gift-bearers (those who present the sacramental 

bread and wine to the priest.)  If you would like a photo of your 

loved one to appear in the Mass booklet, please bring it to the 

meeting with the Consolation Minister.  Participating in the plan-

ning and the ministries at Mass can help family and friends add a 

personal touch to the funeral, and can help you face the sadness of 

death with a spirit of Christian hope. 

 

(Although we hope you will choose to participate in the planning and 

ministries of the funeral Mass, please know that, if you prefer, the parish 

ministers will take care of everything for you.)  

 

The Reception and Gathering 
 

 In the Introductory Rites of the funeral Mass, the body or 

cremated remains of your loved one will be received into the 

church building in the presence of gathered family and friends.  

All will gather at the doors of the church, and the body or remains 

of your loved one will be sprinkled with holy water, recalling his 

or her baptism into Christ.  Just as your loved one was clothed 

with a white garment at his or her baptism, the casket which  . 
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holds his or her body will be clothed with a white funeral pall.  

You may have arranged with your funeral director for some fami-

ly and friends to act as pall bearers; they may place the pall, or 

others may come forward to do this.  Please arrange this ahead of 

time with the Funeral Director 

 There may be a Christian symbol—a cross, Bible, rosary 

beads, picture or medal—that is meaningful to you or was special 

to your loved one.  This symbol may be placed by 

someone on the casket after the pall is placed, or it 

may be carried in procession behind the casket and 

placed there when it reaches the altar.  If you choose 

to have a family member or friend do this, have 

them bring the item with them to the funeral Mass, 

and the Consolation Minister will direct them when 

and how to place it. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

 During the Liturgy of the Word, we gather to proclaim and 

hear comforting wisdom from the Bible about death and resurrec-

tion, about sadness, consolation and hope.  Beginning on page 19, 

you will find many of the selections that the Church suggests as 

most appropriate for funeral Masses.  You may choose one pas-

sage from the Old Testament (first reading), one psalm - which 

will be sung by a cantor - and one passage from the New Testa-

ment letters (second reading).  The priest will choose the Gospel 

reading.  If you wish, you may omit either the Old Testament or 

New Testament passage, but not the psalm or Gospel reading. 
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 The Scripture passages beginning on page 19 are those 

which are most often used at funeral Masses; however, if there is 

another passage or psalm from the Bible that you would prefer to 

use, please let the Consolation Minister know at least 24 hours 

before the Mass, as special preparations will need to be made.  

(Readings from sources other than the Bible are not permitted at 

the Mass; they may be used at the wake or gravesite.) 

 

 A cantor will sing the psalm, and a priest or deacon will 

proclaim the Gospel reading.  The Consolation Minister will ask 

you if there is anyone who would like to proclaim the Old 

Testament and/or New Testament readings.  Before making this 

decision, please consider the following qualifications necessary for 

Scripture readers at a funeral Mass: 

 

 Readers must be practicing baptized Christians for 

whom the Bible contains the Word of God, and who are 

able to proclaim it convincingly as such.  The 

proclamation of Sacred Scripture requires more than 

just a correct pronunciation of the words.  For effective 

proclamation, the reader must convey  a mature sense of 

knowing what one is reading that includes a sense of 

reverence and spirituality. 

 Readers must be comfortable speaking from a podium 

into a microphone in a public place, and must  not be 

too emotionally distraught to proclaim the reading in a 

dignified way. 
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 If there are one or two people among your family and 

friends who  are willing and able to carry out this ministry 

effectively at the funeral Mass, please give their names to the 

Consolation Minister when you complete the funeral planning 

sheet together.  You will then need to provide these people with 

copies of the readings to rehearse (scan or make photocopies from 

this booklet), and with one of the Reader Instruction Sheets found 

in this packet.   

 

 At the conclusion of the Liturgy of the Word, after the 

priest’s or deacon’s homily, we will pray together for your loved 

one, for other friends and family who have died, and for the 

comfort and consolation of those who mourn.  (These prayers are 

the General Intercessions.)  As with the Scripture passages, you 

may choose someone to read these petitions at the Mass.  The 

same requirements for Scripture readers apply.  Please inform the 

Consolation Minister of the name of this person, and give the 

person one of the Reader Instruction Sheets, with the Intercessions 

printed on the back side.  

 

 The Liturgy of the Eucharist 
    

 As the Liturgy of the Eucharist begins, our 

gifts of bread and wine are presented at the altar 

to be transformed into the real presence of Jesus 

Christ among us, to be broken and poured out, 

consumed and shared to unite us more closely 
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with him, with one another, and with our deceased loved ones.  

The plate of bread and pitcher of wine may be presented to the 

priest by friends or family members; this is a role that children 

may easily fill.  Only two people are needed, although more may 

accompany them.  If friends or family would like to participate in 

this way, give their names to the Consolation Minister. 

 

 The climax of the Mass is the communion procession , 

where we are invited to share intimately in the life of Christ with 

all the faithful—living and deceased— through Holy Communion. 

All Catholics who desire and are spiritually prepared  to share in 

the Eucharist are invited to do so.   Other baptized Christians who 

share our Catholic faith in the Eucharist and who desire to receive 

should speak to the priest before the Mass. 

 
The Final Commendation and Farewell 
 

 At the conclusion of the funeral Mass, the remains of your 

loved one will be lovingly commended to God, with a prayer for 

the angels and saints to accompany him or her home.  Your loved 

one’s remains will be reverently 

surrounded with incense, signifying 

the return to the God who created and 

loved him or her, and who now 

welcomes him or her home.  The 

liturgy concludes, as we now 

accompany your loved one to his or 

her final place of rest. 
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Music for the Funeral Mass 
 

 At a funeral Mass, music helps those 

gathered to express convictions and feelings that 

words alone may fail to convey.  Its purpose is to 

both lift up and support those who mourn, and to 

strengthen their faith.  For this reason, music 

appropriate for the funeral Mass is based on Scripture, and speaks 

of Jesus Christ and his victory over suffering and death.  It may 

also speak of the consolation and hope that faith in Christ brings.   

We encourage all Christians who are present at the funeral to join 

fully in the singing at the liturgy, or if any are unable to do so, to 

pray along with the words found in the parish hymnal. 

 

 In your packet you will find a list of songs normally used at 

funerals at St. Bernard’s.  You will have the opportunity to select 

some of the music for the funeral Mass.  You may ask the 

Consolation Minister for suggestions, or you may leave the 

selection of music to the parish music ministers.   

  

 Although the list of songs provided is extensive, it is not 

exhaustive.  With the approval of the parish Music Director, other 

appropriate songs from the parish hymnal or other sources may 

be chosen.   Music that is secular or patriotic in nature, even if 

beautiful and meaningful, is not appropriate for use at a funeral 

Mass but may be used at the wake or gravesite.  Any requests for 
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music other than what is listed on the enclosed sheet must be 

made to the Music Director at least 24 hours before the funeral 

Mass. 
 

 The parish musicians  - normally an organist/pianist and a 

cantor—will provide music for the Mass.  This is to insure that the 

those who serve as ministers of music at your loved one’s funeral 

are musically competent and know how to exercise their roles as 

ministers of the liturgy.  If there is a friend or 

family member who wishes to participate as a 

singer at the Mass, he or she must call the 

parish directly at least 24 hours before the 

funeral to speak with the Music Director, who 

will determine whether the person is musically 

and liturgically competent to minister at the 

Mass.  In addition to vocal competence, singers 

must  have Church music experience.   
 

Eulogies and Words of Remembrance 
 

 As friends and family gather in the days after the death of a 

loved one, memories and stories are shared.  Sometimes this is 

done in a more formal way by addressing family and friends 

through a prepared statement of reminiscence or eulogy.  The 

sharing of stories and memories and the impact that the deceased 

has had on our lives is a very important part of the grieving 

process.  Please arrange for eulogies to be given either at the wake or at 

the cemetery.  At the funeral Mass, the focus of the prayers, 

readings, songs and homily  is to remain on the Church’s faith in 
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the resurrection and the healing and 

comfort brought by Jesus Christ.   

  

 Though it is not encouraged, if someone 

wishes to offer some Words of 

Remembrance about the deceased at the 

time of the funeral Mass, they may offer them before the Mass,  so 

long as the words are about the person’s faith and relationship 

with Christ.  The remarks should be written out ahead of time, 

and limited to three minutes.   This is to insure that the remarks 

made are appropriate to the dignity and purpose of the funeral 

Mass, that they do not disrupt the flow , and that they are 

appropriate in length.  If someone wishes to offer such words and 

can do this in accordance with these guidelines, please inform the 

Consolation Minister.  Instructions are contained in this packet.  

The priest may wish to speak with the person ahead of time. 

 

The Church and Cremation 
 

 At our baptism our bodies became temples of the Holy 

Spirit.  The body of your deceased loved one is an integral part of 

who he or she was.  This is the body of the person you loved, and 

who strove to love others as Christ loved.;  its presence brings to 

mind the person’s story of faith, bonds of family and friendship, 

and the loving words and acts of the person.  For this reason, the 

Catholic Church accords special honor and dignity to the body of 

a deceased Christian, and prefers that the body be present for the 

funeral rites and then be buried or entombed with care and 

reverence. 
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 When circumstances require that the body be cremated, it is 

preferable to do this after the funeral Mass.  If the body must be 

cremated before the Mass, the cremated remains will be treated by 

the funeral home and the Church with same respect given to the 

body from which they come.  The prayers of the funeral Mass will 

be adapted slightly so that they are worded appropriately for the 

presence of the cremated remains.   
 

 The Catholic Church directs that, after the funeral, the 

cremated remains should be buried or entombed with the same 

care and reverence that would be accorded the body. 
   
The Rite of Committal 
 

The Rite of Committal is the final funeral rite, 

to be celebrated at the grave, tomb, 

crematorium, or other place of committal.  

Because of the large number of funerals at St. 

Bernard’s parish, and other parish demands, 

it is not normally possible for a Church 

minister to be present at the committal.  Normally the funeral 

director will lead the Rite of Committal.  However, the rite may be 

lead by a friend or family member who can carry out the role with 

grace and dignity, and in a manner that will be of some spiritual 

benefit and comfort to those gathered.  Again, the person should 

be a practicing, baptized Christian who believes in the words and 

sentiments that he or she will be praying, and can convey them 

with meaning and reverence.  The rite can be found on page 31 of 

this booklet. 
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Church Memorials 
 

 People often wish to donate a vestment, chalice or other 

item for Church use in memory of a loved one.  St. Bernard’s 

parish is blessed to already have an abundance of vestments and 

sacred vessels.  If someone wishes to make a donation of one of 

these items, we will send it our diocesan Mission Office so that it 

can be sent somewhere in our world where it is needed and will 

be put to good use.  If someone would like to donate something 

specifically for use at St. Bernard’s, please leave a message at the 

parish office, and you will be contacted regarding  any specific 

items the parish may need.  Another option is to have a brick 

inscribed and placed in St. Bernard’s Memorial Garden in memory 

of your loved one.  Please call the parish office for information.  

Monetary donations for the support of our parish ministries are 

always needed and welcome. 

 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

 When the busyness of the funeral rites 

are over, and friends and family have returned 

to their routines, we often begin to feel even 

more deeply the pain and the emptiness of our 

loss.  The reality that a loved one is gone for 

ever hits us hard, causing inconsolable grief, 

sadness, fatigue, and even mild or severe depression.  These 

feelings are normal.  The love and support of family and friends, 

and the confidence of faith will ease this burden somewhat, but 
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sometimes being and talking with others who are grieving can 

validate our feelings and help us get through the difficult days of 

grief more easily.  If, after some weeks or months, you are feeling 

that you need help coping with your loss, you are invited to 

contact the parish office at 516-731-4220.  A bereavement minister 

will contact you, and can arrange to for you to meet with a grief 

counselor, or to become part of a bereavement support group at 

the parish or nearby.  Many people have found bereavement 

support to be just the lifeline they needed to make the journey of 

grief bearable. 

 

May the God of hope  
 give you the fullness of peace, 
  and may the Lord of Life 
     be always with you . 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



19 

 

 

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS  

FOR THE FUNERAL MASS 

 
You may select one reading from the Old Testament and/or one reading 

from the New Testament. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT SELECTIONS 

(First Reading) 

 

Old Testament (First) Reading Choice # ___________ 

(You will record this selection on the liturgy planning sheet when you 

meet with the Consolation Minister.) 

 

1. A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes.         [Ecc. 3:1-11] 

  

There is an appointed time for everything,  

and a time for every affair under the heavens.  

 A time to be born, and a time to die;  

a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant.  

A time to kill, and a time to heal; 

 a time to tear down, and a time to build.  

 A time to weep, and a time to laugh;  

a time to mourn, and a time to dance.  

 A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them; 

 a time to embrace,  

and a time to be far from embraces.  

 A time to seek, and a time to lose;  

a time to keep, and a time to cast away.  
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A time to rend, and a time to sew;  

a time to be silent, and a time to speak.  

 A time to love, and a time to hate;  

a time of war, and a time of peace.  

 What advantage has the worker from his toil?  

 I have considered the task which God has appointed  

for men to be busied about.  

 He has made everything appropriate to its time,  

and has put the timeless into their hearts,  

without men's ever discovering,  

from beginning to end, 

the work which God has done.  

 

 The Word of the Lord.  

 

 

2. A reading from the Book of Wisdom              [Wis. 3:1-6, 9] 

 

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,  

and no torment shall touch them.  

  They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;  

and their passing away was thought an affliction,  

   and their going forth from us, utter destruction.  

But they are in peace.  

  For if before men, indeed, they be punished,  

yet is their hope full of immortality;  

  Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,  

because God tried them  
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and found them worthy of himself.  

  As gold in the furnace, he proved them, 

 and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.  

  Those who trust in him shall understand truth,  

and the faithful shall abide with him in love:  

Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,  

and his care is with the elect.  

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 

3. A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah   [Is. 43:1-5] 

 

But now, thus says the LORD,  

who created you, O Jacob,  

and formed you, O Israel: 

Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name: you are mine.  

  When you pass through the water, I will be with you;  

in the rivers you shall not drown.  

When you walk through fire, you shall not be burned;  

the flames shall not consume you.  

  For I am the LORD, your God,  

the Holy One of Israel, your savior.  

I give Egypt as your ransom,  

Ethiopia and Seba in return for you.  

  Because you are precious in my eyes and glorious,  

and because I love you,  
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I give men in return for you  

and peoples in exchange for your life.  

  Fear not, for I am with you;  

from the east I will bring back your descendants,  

from the west I will gather you.  

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 

4  A reading from the Book of Wisdom          [Wis. 4:7-14] 

 

The just man, though he die early, shall be at rest.  

  For the age that is honorable  

comes not with the passing of time,  

nor can it be measured in terms of years.  

  Rather, understanding is the hoary crown for men,  

and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age.  

  He who pleased God was loved;  

he who lived among sinners was transported--  

  Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind  

or deceit beguile his soul;  

  For the witchery of paltry things  

  obscures what is right  

and the whirl of desire transforms  

the innocent mind.  

  Having become perfect in a short while,  

he reached the fullness of a long career;  

   for his soul was pleasing to the LORD, 
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therefore he sped him out  

of the midst of wickedness.  

But the people saw and did not understand, 

 nor did they take this into account.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 

 
5. A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah  

              [Is. 25:6a, 7-9] 

 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts  

will provide for all peoples.  

  On this mountain he will destroy the veil  

that veils all peoples,  

the web that is woven over all nations;  

   he will destroy death forever.  

The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces;  

The reproach of his people  

he will remove from the whole earth;  

for the LORD has spoken.  

  On that day it will be said:  

"Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us!  

This is the LORD for whom we looked;  

let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!"  

 

The Word of the Lord 
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6.        A reading from the Book of Proverbs  

             [Prov.31:10-11, 25-26, 28-30] 

 

When one finds a worthy wife,  

her value is far beyond pearls.  

  Her husband, entrusting his heart to her, 

 has an unfailing prize.  

She is clothed with strength and dignity,  

and she laughs at the days to come.  

  She opens her mouth in wisdom,  

and on her tongue is kindly counsel.  

 Her children rise up and praise her;  

her husband, too, extols her:  

 "Many are the women of proven worth,  

but you have excelled them all."  

 Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; 

 the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  

Give her a reward of her labors,  

and let her works praise her at the city gates. 

 

 The Word of the Lord 

 

 

7.        A reading from the Book of Lamentations      [Lam. 3:17-26] 

 

My soul is deprived of peace,  

I have forgotten what happiness is;  

  I tell myself my future is lost,  
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all that I hoped for from the LORD.  

  The thought of my homeless poverty 

is wormwood and gall;  

  Remembering it over and over  

leaves my soul downcast within me.  

  But I will call this to mind, as my reason to have hope:  

  The favors of the LORD are not exhausted,  

his mercies are not spent;  

  They are renewed each morning,  

so great is his faithfulness.  

  My portion is the LORD, says my soul;  

therefore will I hope in him.  

  Good is the LORD to one who waits for him,  

to the soul that seeks him;  

  It is good to hope in silence  

for the saving help of the LORD.  

 

The Word of the Lord 

 
PSALM SELECTIONS 

 

 The Psalms are the sung prayers of the 

Hebrew people that appear in the Bible.  Catholic 

Christians sing a psalm at every Mass.  As the 

psalm for the funeral will be sung by a cantor, the 

psalm selections are found on the music selection 

sheet.  You will find the words to the psalm 

refrains there to assist you in your selection. 
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NEW TESTAMENT SELECTIONS 

(Second Reading) 
 

New Testament (Second) Reading Choice # ___________ 

(You will record this selection on the liturgy planning sheet when you 

meet with the Consolation Minister.) 

 

8.     A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.

            [Rom. 6:3-9] 

 Brothers and sisters: 

 Are you unaware that we who were baptized into 

  Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

 We were indeed buried with him through baptism 

  into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 

  from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

  we too might live in newness of life. 

 For if we have grown into union with him 

  through a death like his, 

  we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. 

 We know that our old self was crucified with him, 

  so that our sinful body might be done away with, 

  that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. 

 For a dead person has been absolved from sin. 

 If, then, we have died with Christ, 

  we believe that we shall also live with him. 

 We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; 

  death no longer has power over him. 

 The Word of the Lord. 
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9.       A reading from the first Letter of St. Paul  

 to the Thessalonians                   [I Thess. 4:13-18] 

 

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers,  

about those who have fallen asleep,  

so that you may not grieve like the rest,  

who have no hope.  

  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose,  

so too will God, through Jesus, 

bring with him those who have fallen asleep.  

  Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord,  

that we who are alive,  

who are left until the coming of the Lord,  

will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.  

  For the Lord himself, with a word of command,  

with the voice of an archangel  

and with the trumpet of God, 

will come down from heaven,  

and the dead in Christ will rise first.  

  Then we who are alive, who are left,  

will be caught up together with them in the clouds  

to meet the Lord in the air.  

Thus we shall always be with the Lord.  

  Therefore, console one another with these words.  

 

The Word of the Lord 
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10.       A reading from the first Letter of  Saint Paul                                      

 to the Corinthians          [I Cor. 13:1-8] 

 

If I speak in human and angelic tongues  

but do not have love,  

I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal.  

  And if I have the gift of prophecy  

and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge;  

if I have all faith so as to move mountains 

 but do not have love, I am nothing.  

  If I give away everything I own,  

and if I hand my body over so that I may boast 

but do not have love, I gain nothing.  

  Love is patient, love is kind.  

It is not jealous, love is not pompous, 

it is not inflated, it is not rude,  

it does not seek its own interests,  

it is not quick-tempered, 

it does not brood over injury,  

   it does not rejoice over wrongdoing  

but rejoices with the truth.  

  It bears all things, believes all things,  

hopes all things, endures all things.  

   Love never fails.  

 

 The Word of the Lord 
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11.      A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

                  [Rom. 14:7-9, 10c-12] 

 

Brothers and sisters: 

No one lives for oneself,  

and no one dies for oneself.  

  For if we live, we live for the Lord,  

and if we die, we die for the Lord;  

so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's.  

  For this is why Christ died and came to life, 

 that he might be Lord of both the dead  

 and the living.  

  Why then do you judge your brother?  

Or you, why do you look down on your brother?  

For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God;  

   for it is written: 

 "As I live, says the Lord,  

every knee shall bend before me,  

and every tongue shall give praise to God."  

  So then each of us shall give an account of himself to God.  

 

 The Word of the Lord 
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12.        A reading from the first Letter of Saint John     [I Jn. 3:1-2] 
 

Beloved: 

See what love the Father has bestowed on us 

that we may be called the children of God.  

Yet so we are. 

The reason the world does not know us  

is that it did not know him.  

  Beloved, we are God's children now;  

what we shall be has not yet been revealed.  

We do know that when it is revealed  

 we shall be like him,  

for we shall see him as he is.  
 

The Word of the Lord 

 

13.      A reading from the second Letter of St. Paul to Timothy 

[2 Tim. 4:6-8] 
 

I am already being poured out like a libation,  

and the time of my departure is at hand.  

I have competed well; I have finished the race;  

 I have kept the faith.  

From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me,  

which the Lord, the just judge,  

will award to me on that day,  

and not only to me,  

but to all who have longed for his appearance.  
 

The Word of the Lord 
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Rite of Committal 
 

For optional use at Cemetary 
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 RITE OF COMMITTAL 

 
 The Rite of Committal is the final act of the community of faith in 

caring for the body or remains of its deceased member.  It may be cele-

brated at the grave, tomb or crematorium.  Whenever possible, the rite 

should be celebrated beside the open grave or place of interment, rather 

than at a cemetery chapel. 

 

 In the absence of a priest, deacon, or other parish minister, this 

rite can be led by a family member or friend  who can carry out the role 

with grace and dignity, and in a manner that will be of some spiritual 

benefit and comfort to those gathered.  The person should be a practicing, 

baptized Christian who believes in the words and sentiments that he or 

she will be praying, and can convey them with meaning and reverence. 

The person should have had ample time to look over the rite before lead-

ing  it so that he or she may preside nobly and with dignity. 

 

INVITATION  

 

 When all are gathered at the place of committal, the leader says 

the following: 

 

 Our brother/sister ______ has gone to his/her rest in the  

 peace of Christ.  May the Lord now welcome him/her to the 

 table of God’s children in heaven.  With faith and hope in 

 eternal life, let us assist him/her with our prayers. 
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             Let us pray to the Lord also for ourselves.  May we who 

 mourn be reunited one day with _______; together may we 

 meet Christ Jesus when he who is our life appears in glory. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE 

 

 The leader continues: 

 

 We read in Sacred Scripture: 

 

 “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, says the Lord, 

 inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 

 of the world.”                                               [Mt. 25:34] 

 

 (A different Scripture passage may be read if desired.) 

 

 

PRAYER OVER THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL 

 

 The leader prays, turning toward the place of committal  

 if it is visible: 

 

 Almighty and ever-living God, 

  remember the mercy with which you graced  

  your servant  _________ in life. 

 Receive him/her, we pray, into the mansions of the saints. 

 As we make ready our brother’s/sister’s resting place, 
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 look also with favor on those who mourn 

  and comfort them in their loss. 

 Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

 

 All respond:  Amen. 

 

 

COMMITTAL 

 

 The leader continues: 

 

 In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life 

  through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  we commend to Almighty God our brother/sister 

  ________, and we commit his/her body (or remains)

 to the  ground (or its resting place): 

 Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. 

 

 The Lord bless him/her and keep him/her, 

 the Lord make his face to shine upon him/her 

  and be gracious to him/her, 

 the Lord lift up his countenance upon him/her and 

  give him/her peace. 

 

 The remains may be committed now or at the conclusion  

 of the service. 
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 INTERCESSIONS 

 

 The leader continues: 

 

 For our brother/sister ________, let us pray to our Lord  

 Jesus Christ, who said, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

 Whoever believes in me shall live even in death, and  

 whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.” 

 

 Our response to the Intercessions is, “Lord, have mercy.” 

 

 The leader may continue or another person may lead  

 the intercessions: 

 

 Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; 

 draw near to us who mourn for ______, and dry the 

 tears of those who weep.  We pray to the Lord: 

 

 All respond: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; 

 comfort us in our sorrow.  We pray to the Lord: 

 

 All respond: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 You raised the dead to life; give to our brother/sister 

 eternal life.  We pray to the Lord: 

 

 All respond: Lord, have mercy. 
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 Our brother/sister __________was washed in baptism and 

 anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him/her fellowship 

 with all your saints.  We pray to the Lord: 

 

 All respond: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 ____________ was nourished with your body and blood; 

 Grant him/her a place at the table in your heavenly king

 dom..  We pray to the Lord: 

 

 All respond: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 Comfort us in our sorrow at the death of ____________; 

 Let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope. 

 We pray to the Lord: 

 

 All respond: Lord, have mercy. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 The leader continues: 

 

 With longing for the coming of God’s kingdom, let us pray 

 in the words that Jesus taught us: 

 

 All join in praying the Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
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 Thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 

 

 The leader continues: 

 

 Almighty God, 

 through the death of your Son on the cross 

 you destroyed our death; 

 through his rest in the tomb 

 you hallowed the graves of all who believe in you; 

 and through his rising again 

 you restored us to eternal life. 

 

 God of the living and the dead, 

 accept our prayers for those who have died in Christ 

 and are buried with him in the hope of rising again. 

 Since they were true to your name on earth, 

 let them praise you for ever in the joy of heaven. 

 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

 All respond: Amen. 
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PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 

  

 The leader continues: 

 

 Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing. 

 

 All pray silently for a few moments.  Then the leader continues: 

 

 Merciful Lord, you know the anguish of the sorrowful, 

 you are attentive to the prayers of the humble. 

 Hear your people who cry out to you in their need, 

 and strengthen their hope in your lasting goodness. 

 

 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

 All respond: Amen. 

 

 The leader continues, also praying the responses if needed. 

 

 Eternal rest grant unto him/her, O Lord. 

 

 All:  And let perpetual life shine upon him/her. 

 

 May he/she rest in peace. 

 

 All:  Amen. 
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 May his/her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

 through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

 

 All:  Amen. 

 

 May the love of God  

 and the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ bless and console us 

 and gently wipe every tear from our eyes: 

 (Here all, including the leader,  sign themselves with  

 the sign of the cross) 

 in the name of the Father, 

 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 All:  Amen. 

 

 Go in the peace of Christ. 

 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Notes/Questions for Meeting with Consolation Minister 
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