
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 

It is that time of year when we will be transitioning Pastoral Council members. Below are bio’s on those up for 

consideration to be new council members. Normally, we would pick from the lot at Mass, but this year we will 

need to improvise! Look for an extra Podcast next week where we will be selecting the parish council members. 

St. Francis 

William Liedl 

William has been a member of the St. Francis parish since moving back to the Brainerd Lakes Area in the fall of 

2018.  A former Catholic school teacher now turned businessman, William has used his position as General Manager 

for Culver's of Baxter to continue to support both St. Francis of the Lakes School and St. Francis Church.  A life-long 

learner and teacher, William spends his free time working with the Knights of Columbus and teaching Sunday school 

for 4th/5th graders.  William and his young family (wife Sean, daughter Ireland, son Ilias) can often be found in the 

cry-room during 9am Mass or hanging around Culver's. 

Jim Kalthoff 

Jim Kalthoff- Member of St Francis since 1997. Married his wife Amy in 1999 and have 2 boys- Samuel (13) and Nolan 
(9) who attend St Francis of the Lakes Catholic School. Both Jim and Amy have been active in Youth Ministry for the 
BLCC and now are involved in many activities in the school. Jim lectors at the 9 am mass or as a creature of habit can 
be found in pew 3. St Francis is an exciting parish to be a part of and over the past 5 years I have experience a greater 
sense of community. The recent gather space renovation and addition is amazing and I would be humbly excited to 
be a part of serving this community in a greater way as part of the council. Outside the church community I have 
been employed by Range and now Deluxe Corp for the past 15 years and as a family we enjoy biking, exploring 
nature and most sporting activities. 
 

Michelle Johnson 

My name is Michelle Johnson. I’m a 4th grade teacher at St. Francis Catholic School. Our home parish is St. Francis and 

has been since 1994 when Troy and I moved here from the cities after got married. God has blessed us with two 

wonderful daughters, Jaclyn who is 20, and Katelyn who is 17. Both of our daughters are very involved in our faith 

community. Because of our strong and active connection to others in our faith community, we have developed many 

awesome relationships with other Catholics. I have always tried to lead by example, so I am involved in our St. Francis 

faith community as well. I lead a small group on Wednesday nights for middle school Faith Formation, I am in 

formation to become a Secular Franciscan, I am a member of Sisters in Christ, and I make it a goal to spend time 

weekly with Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration. I LOVE being a part of this awesome faith community who is on fire for 

Jesus! I grew up in a time where you didn’t ask questions about your faith…you just believed what was being taught. 

Thank goodness we are in a time now where Priests welcome questions. This allows us to have conversations about 

the Catholic faith which in turn deepens and strengthens our personal relationships with God.  Thank you for this 

opportunity to serve our faith community by being a part of the parish council. I look forward to it! God is so good! 

Mark Fussy 

My name is Mark Fussy.  My wife, Danielle, and I have called St. Francis "our parish" since moving to the Brainerd 

area just over 10 years ago when we got married.  Since then, we have been blessed to have all four of our children 

Baptized here at St. Francis, and our oldest has recently received her First Holy Communion and made her First 

Confession here as well.  We have had many special memories, shared many important moments, and met some 

amazing people here who inspire us to lead each other and our children closer to God.  I am both humbled and 

excited for the opportunity to serve our faith community on the St. Francis Parish Council.  As a high school student 

in Royalton, Minnesota, I was blessed to have many tremendous opportunities to grow in my faith through my 

involvement in our parish's youth group, and it led to my experience as the Youth Group Representative on our 

Parish Council.  It was then that I was able to serve the people of our parish alongside my dad, who was serving on 

our parish council at the same time, and learn about the kind of impact we can make for our parish when we work 

together.  Thank you for providing me this opportunity to serve God as I work with others to serve you!  God bless! 



 

All Saints 

Marilyn Bernu 

I am a “cradle Catholic” growing up in a large family near New York Mills, MN 

I married my high school sweetheart almost 44 years ago and we have 4 adult children and 11 grandchildren. We 

have lived in Baxter since May of 1979. When our children were young I was a stay at home Mom doing day care.  

I have always loved being involved and enjoyed volunteering in the church, community and schools. My volunteering 

in the church eventually became a dream job for me. I did Youth Ministry for over 20 years, first in Brainerd and then 

in the Lake Country parishes. (Nisswa-Pequot Lakes and Pine River)  

 

Roger and I are both retired now and enjoying life! We spend lots of time with our grandchildren and their activities 

but still find time to volunteer. I feel I can be an asset to our parish council because of my leadership in both the local 

parishes and the Diocese. 

Connie Kotten 

My husband Fred and I moved here from Cold Spring in 2012, when we both fully retired. We have 4 children and 5 

grandchildren. Our children live in Stewart, Becker, Mankato, and in Henderson, Nevada. About our grandchildren, 

we have 2 granddaughters in college, 1 grandson that is working and on his own, and 2 grandchildren in high school.  

 

When we first got here we did check out St Francis, St Andrews, and All Saints and chose All Saints. We chose All 

Saints I think because it was smaller and very inviting. Not that the others were not, but we just liked it. I have 

become involved with All Saints by washing the Church linens every week, I also am involved with being Sacristan, 

Usher, and also EM of HC which I had never done before. I also help with Church decorating and with funerals. I enjoy 

getting involved, and meeting new people at All Saints. 

Karen Hietpas 

My name is Karen, and I answer to any of three last names. My apologies in advance for any confusion! I am officially 

Karen Koltes Hietpas as of marriage to Terry Hietpas on October 12, 2019. Before that, you may have known me as 

Karen Koltes Engen. 

I have been a registered member of All Saints since its inception over a decade ago. At that time, I was told that my 

two kids. Greta and James, were the first registered children of the parish. They are now 24 and 21 years old. Terry 

brings three children to our marriage; Nate, Josh, and Jackie, ages 16 to 21 years of age. 

As a member of All Saints, I have participated in various acts of service over the years, such as being a greeter, baking 

for and hosting the fellowship Sunday goodies, baking for funerals, and being an usher. I have also been a monthly 

adorer on the First Friday of the month since its inception, many years ago.  

Many years ago, I directed my time and attention to being a member of the All Saints choir, where I play bass guitar, 

which, for a number of years, required a commitment every Wednesday to practice and Sunday to play. Fellowship 

and musicianship were strong. The degree of my participation has ebbed and flowed across the years and various 

changes, but remains a very rewarding commitment for me, and source of fellowship and spirituality. My husband, 

Terry, has joined in with his percussive talents, so it has become a beautiful experience for us to contribute as a team 

to the “rhythm section” of All Saints. 

I have been a child protection social worker for Crow Wing County Community Services for the past 32 years. Terry is 

a pharmacist in the metro. We share time between two homes, but primarily “up north”, where we intend to make 

our residence post-retirement, eventually. Terry has embraced this lovely community, and vice versa. We look 

forward to the church expansion! I would be happy to contribute as best I can to the Pastoral Council. I appreciate 

the opportunity to do so. 


