
Meet the New Pastor 

Fr. John Grant 

Fr. Grant is a Tulsa native born and raised. His home parish where he grew up and received his 

sacraments is St. Francis Xavier in north Tulsa where both his mom and dad were also raised, met, and 

married. He is the oldest of four children, all of whom live in Tulsa, and is uncle to ten nieces and 

nephews with another on the way. He attended Sts. Peter and Paul School from preschool through 

eighth grade, where his mom still teaches to this day, and then attended Cascia Hall for high school. So 

he is a product of our diocesan Catholic schools and values the Catholic education that his parents 

sacrificed to give him and his siblings. He graduated from the University of Tulsa with a degree in 

Electrical Engineering  in 2004. 

After graduating from college, he cautiously discerned that God may be calling him to the priesthood. 

He spent most evenings at the perpetual adoration chapel at St. John’s Hospital praying about God’s will 

for his life believing that he was called to be a husband and father. Through that time of prayer he 

discerned that God may be calling him to the priesthood, but was still skeptical until he attended the 

funeral of Fr. Tom Hildebrand who died quite suddenly in November of that year. Fr. Dick Bradley was 

the homilist and he explained that Fr. Tom had helped him to go to seminary by telling him, “You don’t 

have to be sure to go; you go to find out.” In that moment, Fr. John decided to give seminary a try and 

even though there were ups and downs, it became ever clearer that this was in fact God’s will for his 

life. After nearly eight years of formation, he was ordained a Priest of Jesus Christ according to the Order 

of Melchizedek by the laying on of Bishop Slattery’s hands on June 30, 2012, the memorial of First 

Roman Martyrs! 

He spent his first year as the parochial vicar of Holy Family Cathedral under Msgr. Gier who was rector. 

Then Bishop Slattery asked to him to return to school for two years to earn an advanced degree in 

liturgy from the Liturgical Institute in Mundelein, IL. After graduating, he again returned to Holy Family 

as associate for another three years, this time under Fr. Jovita Okonkwo as rector. And even though he 

loved his time at the Cathedral, he is grateful to God for being called to be Pastor of St. Catherine of 

Alexandria Parish, saying, “I know I have a lot to earn about St. Catherine’s and the community here, but 

I am happy that Bishop Konderla has given me this opportunity to serve you all. Please pray for me that I 

may be a good and holy priest for you and all the people of west Tulsa!” 

Fr. Grant is also Pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Bristow and the Director of Worship for the Diocese.  


