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Dear              

At Saint Brigid Parish, we strive to be intentional in forming people and sending them 
out as disciples of Jesus in the world, in responding to his call that we hear in Luke’s 
gospel to Encounter, Love, and Serve Jesus, One Another, and the World. 

I continue to be amazed at the ways in which you as individual disciples and all of 
us together as a community of faith witness to the Lord’s infinite compassion and 
mercy in the world in which we live and work. 

As we approach the end of the calendar year and begin a new liturgical year with 
the season of Advent, I invite all of us together to consider prayerfully our financial 
support of the parish, so that we can continue to thrive in the mission entrusted to 
us as disciples of Jesus. 

I invite you to consider an approach that I have been using annually for years.  First, consider what 
percentage, and corresponding dollar amount, of your annual income, that you would like to set as a goal 
for your charitable giving. Consider giving half of this amount to the parish and the other half to other 
charities for which you have a passion in supporting. For the upcoming year, I have set a goal of 12% of 
my income, or $6,000, for charitable giving. I am committing $3,000 to the parish, or approximately $60 a 
week. 

If you are able, I ask you to consider increasing your giving from the past year.  Our parish budget for the 
year has a projected annual shortfall of about 9% or $120,000. About 2/3 of our total annual budget goes 
for priest and staff salary and benefits. We have a fantastic staff that is very dedicated to their work, and 
what they receive in compensation is quite modest. 

Therefore I invite you to prayerfully reflect on your level of giving to the parish for the upcoming year. If 
you can give more, it will be a tremendous help. If you can maintain your current level of giving, I 
appreciate it very much. If you have had to reduce your contributions because of financial hardship, I 
understand. 

May the Lord who is abundant in His blessings beyond all our imagining continue to be with us, to sustain 
us, and to guide and inspire us all. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Father Steve Callahan 

The Lord appointed seventy-two whom he sent 
ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he 
intended to visit….The seventy-two returned 
rejoicing….Jesus said to them, “Rejoice because 
your names are written in heaven.”                                          
—Luke 10:1,17,20 


