
 

 

GIFT – April 2021 
Theme: Divine Mercy – Works of Mercy 

Recap of April GIFT: 

During this month’s session we continued looking at our theme of God is Love, through focusing on 

Divine Mercy and learning more about the Works of Mercy. During the session we: 

- Discussed the Easter Season and Divine Mercy Sunday 

- Heard a reflection from Deacon Mike about Mercy 

- Went through the lists of Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy 

- Broke into small groups to discuss how to live out each of the Works of Mercy  

- Learned about our Saint of the Month: St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
 

If your family was unable to attend the session, or you would like to revisit what this month’s session was 

about, please go through the following pages to experience some of our activities from the April session.  

 

Click here to get the PDF of all the slides from the session. 

 

Opening Prayer:  

We opened our session by using a beautiful Easter prayer calling us to rejoice in the Resurrection of Jesus 

and follow his example of peace and love for all people as we continue throughout this Easter season. 

 

Discussion of the Easter Season and Divine Mercy Sunday:  

Welcome to Easter!  For seven weeks we will be in the season of Easter.  The season lasts 50 days, all the 

way until we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost.  During the Easter season, the priest will wear white at 

Mass and the church is often decorated with white flowers and other white decorations to remind us we 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/9a6b59da46371d86eb75259c956aee4b580c0119/FaithFormation/GIFT%20-%20April%202021%20-%20slides.pdf
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/easter-prayers


 

 

are in a season of celebration and feasting.  Over these next weeks, 

we will hear about Jesus’ encounters with the disciples after his 

Resurrection.  During the first reading at Mass, we hear from the book 

of Acts of the Apostles, which tells about the early church, , instead of 

hearing a reading from the Old Testament.   

 

Many of the Sundays during Easter have a special theme.  The second 

Sunday of Easter is also called Divine Mercy Sunday and it is an 

opportunity for us celebrate how merciful and loving God is.  While 

God’s mercy has always been celebrated, this special feast has only 

been celebrated in its current form since 2000.  Some of the things we 

see at church that day include the image of Divine Mercy that was 

given to St. Faustina in the early 1900s.   

 

For more info about the Divine Mercy image and the prayers of Divine 

Mercy, visit https://www.thedivinemercy.org/ 

 

 

 

Deacon Mike’s Reflection on Mercy: 

Watch Deacon Mike’s reflection on what mercy means and how we can live out mercy in our lives.  Listen 

for the definition he gives of “corporal” and see how many of the corporal and spiritual works of mercy he 

mentions (hint: he doesn’t say them all by name, but describes some of them). 

Watch his video here: https://vimeo.com/537441811/28f93ef53b 

 

https://www.thedivinemercy.org/
https://vimeo.com/537441811/28f93ef53b
https://vimeo.com/537441811/28f93ef53b
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/image


 

 

Listing the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy: 

During our session, we named a work of mercy and had people guess if it was a corporal or spiritual work 

of mercy.  The lists of Corporal and Spiritual Works are below.  Try quizzing family members on which is 

which without letting them see the lists. 

 

Corporal Works of Mercy Spiritual Works of Mercy 

feed the hungry counsel the doubtful 

give drink to the thirsty instruct the ignorant 

clothe the naked admonish sinners 

shelter the homeless comfort the afflicted 

visit the sick forgive offenses 

visit the imprisoned bear wrongs patiently 

bury the dead pray for the living and the dead 

 

Breakout Rooms to discuss living out the Works of Mercy: 

In our breakout rooms, each room had a couple for the works of mercy to discuss and brainstorm ways 

we can live them out in our lives.  Here are some examples: 

Clothe the naked - give or donate old clothes to families in need or Goodwill, participate in a baby 

drive or give baby items to moms in need, or have a garage sale and donate the money 

Pray for the living and the dead - Pray for people who are going through hard times, pray when you 

hear an ambulance, pray for love ones who have died, listen for intuitions about people as they 

come to mind for you 

Click here for the complete list of examples from our sessions.  Pick a couple to work on as a family over 

the coming months.  Choose something to do once and something that could be ongoing for your family. 

The Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy cards in your family’s home kit have some additional ideas 

and for even more suggestions, you can visit the USCCB’s pages on the Spiritual and Corporal Works or 

visit LooktoHimandbeRadiant.com for some filled in charts and other activities (we used her blank charts 

in our sessions). 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/9a6b59da46371d86eb75259c956aee4b580c0119/FaithFormation/Living%20the%20Corporal%20and%20Spiritual%20Works%20of%20Mercy.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/the-spiritual-works-of-mercy
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/the-corporal-works-of-mercy
https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2016/02/from-kids-for-kids-practical-ideas-for.html


 

 

Saint of the Month: St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

We learned about the of our Saint of the Month – St. Kateri Tekakwitha, and how she overcame 

difficulties in her life, while always showing mercy to those around her.  Watch Mr. Bob’s video to learn 

more: https://vimeo.com/537440505/c3e1a3a70d 

 
 

Closing Prayer: 

In honor of celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday during this week, we used some of the prayers from the 

Divine Mercy Chaplet to close our session.  Watch the video from Ms. Julie to sing along to some of the 

prayers and use the handout from your home kit on the Divine Mercy Chaplet to learn how to pray the 

whole thing.   

 
 

For the PDF of all slides from the session – click here! 

https://vimeo.com/537440505/c3e1a3a70d
https://vimeo.com/537437045/ab201922e9
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/9a6b59da46371d86eb75259c956aee4b580c0119/FaithFormation/GIFT%20-%20April%202021%20-%20slides.pdf
https://vimeo.com/537440505/c3e1a3a70d

