
 

 

 

Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) – December 2022 
 

Month Theme: Pray as a Family, Christmas 
 

Home Kit Resources and Activities for the month: 

  

Each month’s home kit includes resources and activities for continuing to grow in faith during the month! 

 

Scripture Memory Verse Card  

Swap this month’s verse into the magnetic card holder (received 

in October’s packet) to practice memorizing the verse 

throughout the month.  

• December’s Bible Verse: Luke 1:42 

o “Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud 

voice and said, ‘Most blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb’.” 

This greeting of Elizabeth to Mary is where we get the middle part of the Hail Mary 

Prayer. The first part of the prayer comes from the Angel Gabriel’s greeting to Mary (Luke 1:28).   

As a family, discuss: Do we know and pray the Hail Mary prayer?  Have we thought about what it means 

before?  How does it feel to know that we are using the prayers of an angel and Elizabeth when asking 

Mary for her intercession? 

Challenge for the month: Read the whole story of the announcements and births 

of John the Baptist and Jesus from the Gospel of Luke - Luke 1:1-2:21. 

Saint of the Month Card 

We have a new saint each month, with a brief quote or prayer of theirs, and their 

card can get added to your family’s prayer card ring.   

• St. John of the Cross (6/24/1542—12/14/1591) 

o For more information about St. John of the Cross visit:  

▪ https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=65 

• This month we included an excerpt from his writing, A Spiritual Canticle of the Soul:  

o “The soul makes it known that to find God, it is not enough to pray with the heart and the tongue, 

or to have recourse to the help of others; we must also work ourselves, according to our power.” 

As a family, discuss:  What actions (or works) do we do as a family that could be considered a prayer? 

How can we make those things more intentionally ordered to God?  What can we add to our family 

routine (ie. prayers, actions, thoughts) to help us find God this month?  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=65


 

 

Partners in Faith Monthly Newsletter  

Read through the monthly newsletter from Partners in Faith to get 

ideas on living the Catholic faith at home this month. 

How to Celebrate Christmas as a Catholic Pamphlet 

Prepare for Christmas and celebrate throughout the whole Christmas 

season (December 25 - January 9) by learning about some of our 

Catholic traditions.  Consider adding something new to your family 

traditions this year. 

Pray as a Family – Next Step Card 

Use this Next Step Card from Evangelical Catholic to think about how 

your family prays.  Take some time this Christmas season to have a 

family discussion on what you want family prayer time to look like 

going into the new year. Make a plan and put it into action.  Visit the  

EC Next Step website: 

https://www.ecnextstep.com/courses/prayasafamily for more resources and 

ideas.  

Christmas Mass Schedule and Christmas Eve Angels and Shepherds Procession 

We hope you can join us this Christmas for one our Masses to celebrate Jesus’ birth!   

Our 3:30pm Christmas Eve Mass will have our angels and shepherds entrance 

procession.  All children who want to participate should be able to walk 

independently or with an older sibling and able to follow the leader through a semi-

darkened church.  We’ll have a rehearsal on Christmas Eve morning at 9am. 

 For more info and to sign up/reserve a costume, please scan the QR code! 

https://www.ecnextstep.com/courses/prayasafamily
https://www.ecnextstep.com/courses/prayasafamily
https://www.ecnextstep.com/

