
 

 

GIFT – June 2020  

Pentecost and Year-End Review 
 

Recap of June GIFT: 

This month we closed out our GIFT year with our final sessions. Due to the ongoing coronavirus 

pandemic, we all continue to be staying at home, and maintained holding our sessions online via Zoom.  

Our topics included the Feast of Pentecost and reviewing our year. During the session we: 

- Prayed an opening Pentecost prayer and had an opening Holy Spirit song with Julie Misleh 

- Read through the story of Pentecost from Acts 2:1-11 

- Heard a reflection on Pentecost as the birth of the Church from Father Steve 

- Celebrated the birth of the Church by sharing decorations and singing Happy Birthday 

- Revisited the Sacraments theme for the year and recapped what we did each month 

- Had a closing prayer from Deacon Chris (Sunday) and Deacon Mike (Tuesday) 

- Ended with a singing All the People Say Amen with Julie  

 

We know this year ended up being a challenging and uncertain time for everyone.  Please know of our 

continued prayers for all our families and parishioners as we move into the summer months.  If your 

family was unable to attend this final session, we invite you to go through the following pages to 

experience some of the parts of our June session and bring closure to our Faith Formation year. 

 

Opening Prayer and Song:  

 



 

 

Music from Julie Misleh – Holy Spirit 

 

Chorus: 

Holy Spirit come into our lives 

Holy Spirit make us truly wise 

  

Give us a spirit of wisdom 

An understanding heart 

Give us a spirit of knowledge 

And lead us to the truth (to Chorus) 

  

Spirit of love and compassion 

Give hope to all the poor 

Spirit of justice and mercy 

Come open ev'ry door (to Chorus) 

 

 

Acts 2:1-11 – The First Pentecost and Birth of the Church 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

“When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, 

they were all in one place together. 

And suddenly there came from the sky 

a noise like a strong driving wind, 

and it filled the entire house in which they were. 

Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 

which parted and came to rest on each one of 

them. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in different tongues, 

as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation 

under heaven staying in Jerusalem. 

At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, 

but they were confused 

because each one heard them speaking in his 

own language. 

They were astounded, and in amazement they 

asked, 

“Are not all these people who are speaking 

Galileans? 

Then how does each of us hear them in his 

native language? 

We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 

inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 

Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, 

as well as travelers from Rome, 

both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and 

Arabs, 

yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues 

of the mighty acts of God.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.

 

 

 



 

 

Fr. Steve spoke with us about Pentecost and the birth of the Church.  Watch his video reflection here: 

 

https://vimeo.com/430499150/59eaea7fc0 

 

The symbols associated with Pentecost are the color red, flames or tongues of fire, the dove, wind, and 

speaking in different languages. When we celebrate Pentecost next year, consider adding some of things 

to your celebration and don’t forget to sing Happy Birthday to the Church! 

 

Recap of the Year – Sacraments: 

 

We spent our Family Sessions this year looking at the seven sacraments of the Church.  They are divided 

into three categories: 

 

Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist  

Sacraments of Healing: Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick 

Sacraments of Service: Matrimony, Holy Orders 

 

Through the sacraments we are able to use all our senses to experience the visible presence of God 

throughout our lives.  We are also all called to be sacraments, signs and symbols of God’s love, to all 

those we meet.  Here is what we covered each month:   

- September - New GIFT-Family Faith Formation format, Sacraments theme, family tile project 

- October – Baptism 

- November – Saints and Fall Small Group Series 

- December – Advent/Church Year and Reconciliation 

- January – Marriage and Holy Orders 

- February – Eucharist 

- March – Anointing of the Sick and Lent Small Group Series 

- April – Zoom session – Sacraments of Initiation and Holy Week 

- May – Zoom session – Confirmation  

- June – Zoom session – Pentecost and Recap 

 

If you missed a monthly family session or would like to revisit one of the months from the year, please 

visit the GIFT Resources page to see each month’s summary/recap. 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/430499150/59eaea7fc0
https://www.saintbrigidparish.org/gift-resources


 

 

Family Tile Project: 

 

We revisited the Family Tile Project that we have been working on throughout the year.  Unfortunately, 

we were not able to finish them as planned, but we will be delivering them later this summer with 

instructions on how to finish them up at home.   

The link between the family tiles and our year on the sacraments had several meanings.  All the 

sacraments have symbols associated with them and help us to understand our faith. Throughout the 

year, we added symbols to our tiles to help represent our families and show the symbols that make our 

families unique. 

Many of our churches have mosaic art. Every mosaic is made up of dozens, hundreds, or even thousands 

of unique pieces of glass, tile, stone, or precious jewels. Mosaics are also symbolic of our Church. The 

Catholic (universal) Church is made up of us—millions of unique individuals who together make up the 

entire Body of Christ and Communion of Saints. We are all one family, yet we are all unique. Your unique 

and valuable presence, as individuals and as a family, makes our church what it is.  

Please send us a picture when your family tile is complete and we will create a picture mosaic from all the 

tiles that represents our families in the Saint Brigid Parish community. 

 

Year End Grade Gifts: 

 

Our faith also includes the use of sacramentals—blessed items that help our faith grow.  As a part of 

participating in our faith formation program, each child receives a year end gift for the grade they 

completed.  Our hope is  that after completing grades 1-8, each child has a good collection of religious 

items to help their faith continue to grow.  Here are the gifts for each grade: 

 

• 1st grade – young disciples prayer book 

• 2nd Grade – prayer cube 

• 3rd grade – holy water bottle and font 

• 4th grade – guardian angel pin and prayer card 

• 5th grade – sacred heart keychain 

• 6th grade – bible verse backpack 

• 7th grade – crucifix 

• 8th grade – saint medal/keychain and prayer book 

 

These gifts will be included in the summer home kit delivered later this month. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Summer Plans and Staying Connected: 

 

We are excited about the return to celebrating public Mass and hope to see many of you in person 

throughout the summer.  For those not ready to return, we will be livestreaming Sunday Mass and 

continuing to provide other resources on our website for celebrating Sundays.  Here are the ways to stay 

connected with Saint Brigid Parish this summer: 

 

- www.saintbrigidparish.org 

o Mass at Home 

- Social Media – @SaintBrigidSD 

o  Instagram, Facebook, Pintrest 

- Flocknote – New parish wide text and email service  

• Please sign up for our Flocknote account to stay connected via text and email 

• Visit https://SaintBrigidSD.flocknote.com/everyone 

• Or send a text to join, by texting SaintBrigidSD to 84576 

 

Closing Prayer and Music: 

 

We were joined by our Deacons for the closing prayer, with Deacon Chris leading us on Sunday and 

Deacon Mike on Tuesday.  Click below for Deacon Mike’s final thoughts on us being called to be 

sacraments and a final blessing for the summer: 

 

https://vimeo.com/430496145/1afc816ea7 
 

For our closing song, Julie led us in singing All the People Say Amen! 

 

Verse: 

You are not alone, if you are lonely 

When you feeling frail, you're not the only 

We are all the same, in need of mercy, to be forgiven and be 

free 

It's all you got to lean on but thank God it's all you need 

 

Chorus: 

And all the people said Amen 

And all the people said Amen 

Give thanks to the Lord for His love never ends 

And all the people said Amen 

 

http://www.saintbrigidparish.org/
https://www.saintbrigidparish.org/mass-at-home
https://www.instagram.com/saintbrigidsd/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintBrigidSD/
https://www.pinterest.com/4saintbrigidparish/
https://saintbrigidsd.flocknote.com/everyone
https://vimeo.com/430496145/1afc816ea7

