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I.  Hygiene 

 

• People will be informed of the requirement to wear a mask or face covering when 

coming to the church for Mass.  The parish will have a supply of facemasks to 

provide to those who arrive without one. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available at the church entrances, credence table, sacristy, 

and on tables for distribution of communion. 

• The church will be cleaned and sanitized in accord with protocols from the Centers 

for Disease Control and medical experts. 

• Windows and doors will be open to provide fresh air during and between liturgies. 

• All fonts and holy water dispensers are empty. 

• All pews are clear of missalettes, hymnals, and offertory envelopes. 

 

II. Social Distancing 

 

• With seating in every other pew, the north and south transepts can seat 4 individuals 

each in the 1st, 3rd, and 5th long pews, and 3 people each in the short pew in back 

and single chair for a total of 15 people in each transept. 

• With seating in every other pew, each of 4 sections in the nave can seat 3 individuals 

each in the 1st, 3rd, 5th, and 7th full pews and 9th shorter pew for a total of 15 people 

in each section of the nave. 

• Nave and transept seating adds up to a total of 90 individuals.  Church capacity is 

90 individuals. 

• For overflow if needed, the Bay Room, John Paul II Room and Ocean Room on the 

north side of the church each have television monitors and each can seat 15 

individuals for a total of 45.  Additional outdoor areas for standing are the plaza on 

the north side of the church and the plaza area in front of the main church entrance. 

• No liturgies will be held outside. 

• People in the three overflow rooms or outside in the plaza on the north side of the 

church will be led by a minister of hospitality through the entrance on the north side 

of the church at the north transept.  People in the plaza area in front of the church 

will be led by a minister of hospitality to process for communion through the main 

church entrance. 

• People will be directed to maintain a 6-foot distance from one another by standing 

at every other pew in the aisle as they process for communion. 

• The “cry room” will be closed and locked. 

• There will be no gatherings before and after Mass. 

 

III. Planning 

 

• Parishioners will be informed about modifications to the liturgy in advance via 

email, website, and social media. 
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• We will maintain our regular Mass schedule for weekdays and the weekend.  

Adding a late morning Saturday Mass for older parishioners is being considered. 

• People will be seated on a first come, first serve basis. 

• We will have signs made to place in floor-standing sign holders to direct people 

either to the main entrance or north transept entrance to the church (these will be 

the only two open entrances). 

• Contributions can be deposited in one of two baskets that will be placed on two 

tables, along with hand sanitizer, on either side of the baptismal font in the center 

aisle in the middle of the church.  Parishioners have been made aware of online 

giving options. 

• There will be no servers for Mass.  Chairs with six feet of social distancing space 

will be set up in the sanctuary for the deacon if one assists, one or two lectors, one 

Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, a cantor, and an accompanist. 

• Ministers of hospitality are being recruited from among parish leaders for both 

weekday and weekend Masses.  Two ministers of hospitality will be needed for 

weekday Mass and six ministers of hospitality will be needed for each weekend 

Mass.  They will be trained via zoom sessions.  They will be scheduled through our 

normal scheduling process for lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist. 

• It is not anticipated that any parts of the Mass will be eliminated. 

• There will be no procession of the gifts of bread and wine.  The celebrating priest 

will prepare the gifts before Mass in the sacristy and place them on a table by the 

altar. 

• There will be no holding of hands for the Lord’s Prayer and there will be no physical 

contact exchange of the Sign of Peace. 

• Holy Communion will be distributed under the form of consecrated bread alone 

and only in the hand. 

• Direction for distribution of Holy Communion will be given before Mass begins 

and again immediately before Holy Communion is distributed.  Those in the south 

transept and north transept will process along the side aisle to the middle of the 

church where they can use hand sanitizer, then process forward to the first pew 

where they will remove their mask, come forward to receive, then replace their 

mask after receiving.  Those in the Bay Room, John Paul II Room, Ocean Room 

and outside in the north plaza will process in the north transept entrance and follow 

those in the north transept. 

• All distribution of Holy Communion will take place in front of the altar with the 

celebrating priest and a deacon or Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist. 

• While sending Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist to visit the sick is 

suspended, spouses and immediate family members will be allowed to use a pyx 

and take Holy Communion to those staying in their home. 

• Parish bulletins will be available on tables at the main entrance of the church and 

the north transept entrance. 


