
#IamSaintBrigid  People who follow Jesus (the Way) in their everyday lives 

 

 

What brought you to St. B’s? 
We tried a lot of parishes in San Diego trying to find 
one where we felt at home. We gravitated to St. B’s 
because we felt incredibly welcomed. They were 
willing to be flexible with Derek, regardless of his 
military work commitments, as he prepared for 
Confirmation.  We fell in love with St. B’s then and 
haven’t left! 

What makes you stay?  
The people! We love the group of friends we’ve made 
here. We love Neighbors in Need, small groups, the 
Young Adult Community, and any opportunity to hear 
Deacon Chris or Father Sebastian’s homilies. We also 
think Fr. Sebastian would starve if we left.  

What is your favorite type of prayer? 
D: Certainly contemplative. I love the rhythm of Mass 
and being surrounded by great people. It helps me 
tune out everything else in my life and focus on what 
really matters. C: I don’t make it often because of my 
schedule, but I love nightWATCH. 

Who has influenced your 
faith journey? 
One another—It is incredible 
how powerful it is to share 
your daily journey with 
someone else of strong faith. 
C: A priest I met when I was 
stationed in DC. I was going 
through a rough time. He 
helped me grow closer to God 
and Church on a personal 
level. 

What are your gifts? How do 
you share them? 
D: I’m a pretty adaptable 
person and love helping fill 
any need the parish has. You 
will know I’m at Mass, when 
you hear a good “Whoop!” 
cheer at the end of the last 
song. C: I’m extremely 
empathetic, which helps me 
understand what people 
need. 

What spiritual experience has influenced you?  
Lately, how have you been 
growing in faith? 
Marriage preparation with 
Deacon Chris; he is amazing. 
And although we had talked 
about everything long before 
this, it was still enlightening.  
D: I’ve discovered more about 
my faith at St. B’s than I have 
over my entire lifetime. C: 
We’ve been getting more 
involved and want to join a 
small group. 

How do you show God’s love through service? 
At St. B’s, we are Ministers of the Word, Altar Servers, 
and occasional volunteers at Neighbors in Need.       
D: I’m usually the pinch hitter Altar Server at 
weddings. C: I occasionally volunteer with Veteran-
centric charities through American Airlines. 

Derek & Colleen Oskutis 
 

•  Parishioners at St. B’s—5 years 

•  Married, no kids yet but hoping 
 to in the future 

•  D: Professional Triathlete/ 
 Coach and Navy Reserves C: 
 Pilot in Navy Reserves and for 
 American Airlines 

Kayaking in New Zealand 

Wedding Day 

Wedding Day 


