
#IamSaintBrigid  People who follow Jesus (the Way) in their everyday lives 

 

 

Tell us about your experience as a Jesuit priest? 
I entered the Jesuit order at 
the age of 18.  During that 
time God asked, “what do 
you want?”  I replied, “I 
want to know how to love 
and how to teach it.”  My 
first assignment was in 
Philadelphia as a high 
school teacher. I then 
spent several years 
teaching in Osorno, Chile 
and was ordained there by 
Bishop Valez Suber Caseau 
who later became a saint. During that time, I also 
studied theology in Argentina at the same time 
Pope Francis was studying philosophy. I came back 
to New York, and in 1970 I left the priesthood and 
the Jesuit order, but I didn’t leave the body of Christ. 
 

Who has influenced your faith journey? 
Sister Agnes—I could see Christ’s presence in her.  
She mothered Christ in me at age 11 and taught me 
to not let anyone change my nature. When I was in 
the juniorate, a spiritual director gave me the rule, 
“love God and do whatever you want.” 
 

What brought you to St. B’s?  Why do you stay? 
I then began a career in educational development.  
Spiritually I always continued to read and meditate, 
but I was searching for love.  In 1976, I met and 
married Catherine who had three children; the 
youngest one was in high school at the time.  In 

1985, we moved to San 
Diego only three blocks 
from St. B’s to be closer to 
her son. It was God’s grace 
that brought us to St. B’s.  
Catherine died in 2010 from 
Parkinson’s disease, and I 
took care of her for six 
years before that. After her 
death, I joined the 
Pacesetters group and Mary 
Lou’s prayerful bible study, 
which I lead now on Monday mornings here at St. 
B’s. I stay because it is a comfortable place to be 
with Christ and to be Christ to others.   
 

How do you show God’s love? 
I became spiritual buddies 
with Irene nine years ago by 
reading to her; soon after we 
became soul mates.  First I 
read her my memoirs; now 
we are at 162 books and 
counting. Our books range 
from The Black Widow by 
Danielle Steele to The 
Alchemist by Paulo Coelho.   
 
Through spiritual 
companionship we come to 

love one another through communion with Christ.  
For me, I have experienced love through Fr. Steve, 
those in RCIA and around the parish, friends who 
drive me home, or people who live with me. I see 
my role as getting people to Christ and then getting 
out of the way.   

Jim McNamara 

•Born & raised in Bronx, NY to Irish 
Catholic immigrant parents  

•Ordained a Jesuit priest in 1965; 
part of Jesuit order for 20 years 

•Moved to San Diego in 1985 

•Widowed to Catherine  

•Parishioner at St. B’s— 25+ years 

Irene and Jim 

Catherine and Jim 

Jim with the children in Chile 


