
 

 

What brought you to St. 
B’s?  Why do you stay? 
I came to St. B’s because my 
marriage was splitting up 
and I felt alone and sad. I 
also had a two year old at 
the time and really wanted 
to root her in the Catholic 
Church. Basically I came 
back to have her baptized—
she is 11 now. 

 

Who has influenced your faith journey? 
My mother who happens to be Irish and named 
Philomena Brigid (no 
coincidence there) has 
always been solid as a 
rock in her faith and that 
always had a lasting 
impression on me. No 
matter what, she would 
get to Mass and she 
always talked about the 
gift of receiving Holy 
Communion every week 
and how it helped her. 

 
What is your favorite type of prayer? 
My favorite type of prayer is the traditional Our 
Father because it is in that prayer we ask God to 

“forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
that have trespassed against us.” For me, this is 
the cornerstone ingredient of being happy and 
living a Godly life. Otherwise, a lot of resentment 
and anger can creep in there. 
 

What are your gifts and how do you show 
them? 
I love to play music—I play 
the flute in the choir. This 
brings me to feel the Lord 
every time I am there. The 
other musicians remind me 
of how lucky I am to be in 
the presence of their gifts 
and when everyone else 
joins in, the presence and 
warmth of the Lord is just 
exponential. 
 

How do you show God’s love through service? 
Being a divorced woman, I hold my head high 
and want everyone who has ever been through 
this same experience to know that there is hope, 
love, comradery, and friendship here at St. B’s.  
I’m currently a Connection to Christ (C2C) small 
group facilitator not for ‘divorced Catholic 
women’ but for ‘Catholic women who have 
experienced divorce.’ There is a difference 
because divorce does not fully define us. God 
loves us no matter what our marital status. 
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Mary O’Shea 

 

• Cradle Catholic 

• Divorced, 1 child—Clare (11) 

• Parishioner at St. B’s for 9 years 

• Teacher of Writing in English to 

middle schoolers at Longfellow 

K-8 Spanish Immersion School 

Mary & Clare after Mass 

My mom & Clare—1st Comm 

Clare’s soccer picture 


