
 

 

 

 

 

#IamSaintBrigid  People who follow Jesus (the Way) in their everyday lives 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Feast Day December 12 

Many of our parishioners have a 
special devotion to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. See their stories 
below, and celebrate with us this 
Thursday.  

My affection to Our Lady of Guadalupe goes back to 
my birth and has been very personal and beautiful 
ever since. My mom had a difficult pregnancy with 
me, and she prayed to Our Lady to protect me and 
intercede for a healthy birth. When I was born, I was 
named after Our Lady—Maria de Guadalupe. As a 
child I found several metals of Our Lady as I was 
walking to school and in the parks, and I grew to love 
Our Lady as I carried her image with me, knowing in 
my heart she was always caring for me. When I 
moved to San Diego as an adult, I brought a framed 
image of Our Lady, which belonged to my mom back 
in El Paso. Last year, I gifted the image to Saint Brigid 
Parish, and it is now in the church by the tabernacle. 
It touches my heart to see her image. —Lupita 

Gayle and I (pictured above) had been married for almost 7 years 
and had been struggling with infertility. We prayed for guidance 
on how to bear our cross so that God's will would be done. In 
March 2018, I went on a Miles Christi retreat and talked to one of 
the priests about our struggles. Without hesitation, he encouraged 
me to ask Our Lady of Guadalupe (OLG) to intercede for us. He 
explained that OLG is the only image of the Blessed Mother 
pregnant and that she holds a special place in her heart for 
couples struggling with infertility. He also suggested that we make 
a pilgrimage to Mexico City to visit the Basilica. What Father didn't 
know was that we had just booked tickets to Mexico City for a 
weekend that May. I came home and told Gayle what had 
happened, and we decided we would learn as much as possible 
about OLG before our trip and spend a day at the Basilica asking 
for her intercession. About two weeks before we left on our trip, 
we found out that Gayle was pregnant. We spent our day at the 
Basilica saying prayers of thanksgiving and entrusting our baby to 
OLG. We continued asking OLG for her intercession, and Hannah 
Marie was born on January 2, 2019. —Mark 

In 2002, I went to the Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Shrine and was in awe at 

being in Mary’s presence in the Tilma 
(cloak). I stared and stared and just 

talked with Mary. I told her that I had 
been asking Jesus what He wanted me 

to do in retirement; I knew He was 
calling me to something but nothing 
was coming to me, so I said to Mary, 
“please ask your Son what He wants 

me to do.” Fast forward several 
months—I was supposed to return to 
Guadalupe the following Fall, but the 

trip was cancelled. Instead I went with 
Betty Matteson and Father Ray Kirk on 

his last mission trip to Ecuador. The 
rest is history, for I knew Ecuador was 

where I was to go and help, and I have 
been doing so ever since. The 

following year I returned to the Shrine, 
looked at Mary, pointed at her, and 

said, “You cancelled the trip!” I have no 
doubt that Mary interceded for me 

and sent me to Ecuador.  
—Katie 

Come celebrate The Feast of  
Our Lady of Guadalupe with us! 

Thursday, December 12:  
Bilingual Rosary at 5 pm, Mass  at 6 pm, 

followed by a potluck 


