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What prompted you to Ride the Rockies initially? 

I first did Ride the Rockies, by myself, in 1997 as a personal 
challenge at the age of 40. I decided to do it again at the 
age of 50 years old in 2007, this time with a small group of 
siblings and friends. 

How do you prepare/train for the Ride? 

For training, I usually begin riding hills in February and work 
up to riding about 100 miles per week by the end of May. In 
years past I did rides up the coast to Torrey Pines and 
beyond. But in the past couple years it has been more 
efficient in use of time to ride up one of the several hills to 
Mount Soledad. 

How did the idea of the tuition 
endowment come about? 

Back in 2009 I realized a number 
of our parents want to send their 
children to a Catholic school but 
cannot afford to do so. 
Parishioner Pat Campbell joined 
me for the Ride that same year 
and suggested I do it as a 
fundraiser for the parish tuition 
endowment fund that we started 

that year. When I proposed it to our parish finance council, 
they were in full support of the idea. 

      I thought I would raise about $5,000 so I was pleasantly 
surprised when I received over $16,000! Every year since  

 

the amount raised has been 
between $15,000 and $22,000. I 
derive tremendous satisfaction 
in knowing my efforts are 
making a difference in providing 
Catholic grade school and high 
school education to our children 
and young people in the parish. 

How do you pray during the Ride? 
During the Ride each year, I pray each day for all of our 
parishioners, in particular for our children and young 
people. Praying the rosary while climbing mountain passes 
that are anywhere from five to twenty miles long is a great 
away to focus my attention away from the physical pain of 
pedaling uphill for hours! 

What is the Ride the Rockies experience like for you? 

It is hard to put into words the experience of the Ride itself. 
A wonderful group of people goes with me each year.  The 
scenery in the mountains is breathtaking. Mountain towns 
like Breckenridge, Crested 
Butte, and Steamboat Springs 
have a great spirit of warm 
hospitality.  And over the 
years I have met many nice 
people, and have had some 
significant faith conversations 
with several of them when 
they learn I am a priest. 

Father Steve Callahan 

Learn more about Fr. Steve 

pedaling for a cause—our St. B’s 

Tuition Endowment Fund.  He will 

once again participate in the Ride 

the Rockies Colorado Bicycle Tour 

for a week this June, covering over 

400 miles and ascending almost 

30,000 feet. 

Relaxing after a day’s ride 

Gregg, Pat, Sara, Steve 

Great comradery! 


