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Notre Dame Church 
Sept 24/25 State of the Parish Homily 

Rev. Thomas Dente, Pastor 
 
Hi everyone – this weekend I am preaching at all of our masses giving a state of 
the parish address on the pastoral, spiritual and yes, fiscal health of our parish.  
Notre Dame is a parish consisting of the people of God; committed disciples of 
Jesus Christ, under the patronage of the BVM, who witness to their faith by 
praying together; serving the church and the needs of others; and giving of their 
time, talent and treasure to build up the kingdom of God. 
 
We meet on Sunday, the Lord’s Day, to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. Numbers 
have risen since the shutdown, but we are not back to our previous attendance. 
Keep inviting others back and newcomers as well. I know many of you do that and 
you do it because you like what you have found here. Spread the good news.  
 
And the good news is we have over 400 children enrolled in religious education 
for the coming year. And this past year, we baptized 60 babies, confirmed 92 
adolescents and adults; celebrated first communion with 63 children and adults. 
We anointed the sick at healing masses and home visits; we prayed 41 of our 
brothers and sisters into eternal life at parish funerals.  
 
You know what is down though? Weddings. When I arrived at ND, we had about 8 
a year; we are now down to about 1. Something to think about – trying to 
encourage our young people to see the value of getting married at God’s altar. 
 
Our service ministries continue to thrive. Notre Dame reaches out to the hungry, 
the homeless, and all in need through parish ministries and service projects. 
 
We are always looking to the future, too. Our parish pastoral staff is participating 
in a program called PARISH CATALYST. This program exposes us to best practices 
and helps us set realistic, attainable goals for Notre Dame. 
 
One of those goals for this year is to conduct a parish census. We need to update 
our records and find out the numbers and demographics of our parish, so we can 
serve you better. It is a very simple process that you can fill out in print or online. 
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More info will follow; Please be cooperative when the time comes so we can get a 
better picture of our parish community. 
 
Of course, Notre Dame has many temporal needs as well. Thanks to your 
generosity, we receive approximately 1 million dollars a year through your weekly 
offerings and other fundraising. This covers the cost of salaries and the expenses 
associated with our property and buildings. I am extremely grateful for your 
generosity, without which there would be no parish. 
 
Let’s take a little closer at the financial picture. There is also information about 
our annual budget in this week’s bulletin. 
 
First, the envelope system and Faith Direct are very important. We have 
approximately 285 envelope users and 250 givers through Faith Direct. Faith 
Direct is especially helpful because it insures consistent giving. Whether you are 
at home or away, we can still balance the budget and be here when you return. If 
you are interested in FD, see our website or the flyers at the church doors. 
 
Next, our biggest annual fundraiser is the 500 Club. Last year was the first time in 
over 10 years that we sold all 500 tickets netting a profit of 36,000.00 for Notre 
Dame. We have already sold over 200 tickets for 2023, so lets sell them out again! 
 
Another positive sign of our parish giving is the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal. Our 
goal is about 74,000.00 a year. When I arrived in 2015, we were reaching about 
25% of our goal. Each year our number has increased. This year it looks like we 
will reach over 90% of our goal, so kudos to you for turning a corner in our giving. 
 
Now on the topic of giving, we do have something very important to talk about. 
Several months ago I put a letter in the bulletin explaining that we have a serious 
problem with the lighting inside the church. The insides of the lighting fixtures are 
burning out. Although we can temporarily change the light bulbs in the fixtures, 
they will burn out quickly which is not a cost effective or energy efficient or safe 
way to handle the situation. So in short, we need new lighting.  
 
The process of undertaking a project like this is not something I handle by myself. 
The Archdiocesan office of Property Management as well as our own parish 
finance council assist to make sure everything is legitimate. With their guidance, 
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we reviewed multiple bids for the project and we settled on the Rambusch 
Lighting Company. 
 
The proposed cost for the lighting project is $170,000 dollars. Remember, we are 
talking about industrial style lighting for a church, not a home. For this cost, let’s 
review what that will get us: First, good news, the fixtures themselves will not 
change. Only the insides have to be replaced.  
 
The new lighting will be LED filament lighting, and each light will last for 50,000 
hours. Currently each light in our church requires 500 watts to operate; the new 
lighting will only require 50 watts. However, the lighting will be greatly improved. 
This means that we will have a much more cost effective system that is also 
better for the environment. 
 
We will be getting additional lighting in some areas of the church as well, most 
notably the ambo! Since my arrival here lectors have told me it is hard to read 
because it is dark up here, so lighting for the ambo will be added. We will also add 
lighting on the far corner of the sanctuary to light up our Advent Wreath and 
other seasonal displays. More lighting will be added to the head of the center 
aisle for funerals, weddings and confirmations. The illumination of the crucifix 
font and sanctuary furnishings will also be improved.  
 
Additionally, we will be getting a state of the art light panel which will be able to 
control the brightness for each and every light.  The panel will also allow us to 
create a variety of light settings for different liturgies, events and times of day. 
 
Capital needs are never easy to swallow, and yes, we are aware of the other 
needs our parish has, but in prioritizing projects, we literally cannot remain open 
and safe as a public building without lighting!  
 
So how will we tackle this problem? I always think it is important to give folks an 
actual number in terms of giving for them to wrap their heads around what we 
are asking. In the past we have averaged about 200 givers for special appeals. 
170,000 divided by 200 is 850.00 per donor. 
 
Of course, we know that some will give less and some will give more. But it is 
good to have an idea of what we are asking. Please know that the appeal will be 
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communicated to all parishioners, not just our weekend attendees. 100% of your 
donation will go to the lighting campaign and associated capital needs. It cannot 
be used for regular parish expenses such as bills or salaries. There are no 
overhead costs and the money collected will not be assessed by the diocese, so it 
all stays here. 
 
I have written to Cardinal Tobin as is required for permission to proceed with the 
appeal and the work. Once I receive the green light, we will send out a parish 
mailing explaining the process for giving. Please read the letter and prayerfully 
consider what you can do to help. 
 
You know I said we will need at least 200 donors at 850 each to make our lighting 
goal, but I may have lied a little – we actually need 199 because a few months 
ago, when I told you we had a lighting problem, we received a donation from the 
Wolliver family who lost their son Mark last year. They told us that Mark was the 
light of their life, so they wanted to give to this effort in his name. 
 
You know it is moments like those that are a constant reminder to me and I hope 
to you as well, that we are not a business; we are not a government; we are a 
family; a church; a holy people. And together we can overcome our problems. 
 
I hope that as a people of faith, we remember that Christ is the light of the world, 
and we have been enlightened by him. The light that shines forth from this place 
is the light that comes first from your hearts, then from the LEDs! And we 
certainly do not wish to be known as the people who walk in darkness!  
 
So I ask you to search your heart; find a reason to give. Yes, so we can see what 
we are doing in here, but also so that we can be illuminated by the light of Christ 
through his word and sacrament. And so that we in turn can be a beacon of light 
at the top of Central Ave bringing comfort and hope to all in need. 
 
So, what is the state of our parish? From up here it looks great – well, maybe it 
could have a little better lighting! Thank you everyone for your time and 
attention, and for being Notre Dame and making us a great parish. May God bless 
you all. 


