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Bishop Sirba approves Called To Be One plan
Today, Duluth Bishop Paul D. Sirba announced that he has accepted the consensus 
recommendation of the Duluth Area Catholic Schools Board to adopt a plan put forward by the 
Called To Be One planning process. The plan brings together four Catholic schools into a single, 
unified school on three campuses that will, for the first time in decades, offer a PreK-12 Catholic 
education in the city.

“I believe this is an exciting prospect for our schools and moves us toward the realization of a 
dream people have been sharing me ever since I was named the bishop of Duluth — being able 
to offer a Catholic education for their children all the way through high school. The plan also 
strengthens our Catholic identity and gives us a model of education centered on formation of the 
whole person with each of our students.”

Bishop Sirba initiated the process last year with a goal of unifying the schools and offering high 
school education, in addition to putting the schools on a solid, sustainable footing for the future.

He noted that the plan involves change and sacrifice, as well. The schools will receive a new 
name and governance, and some will have their grades reconfigured. Most dramatically, the 
campus of one of the schools, St. Michael’s Lakeside, will not be used for the PreK-12 offering. 
Bishop Sirba will continue discussions with St. Michael’s parish on supporting an early 
childhood program at the St. Michael’s school campus. The bishop honored St. Michael’s many 
years of faithful service and the continuing presence of its families in Catholic education in 
Duluth.

Bishop Sirba also praised the hundreds of people who had participated in the planning process in 
various ways and from across the schools and parishes in Duluth and beyond.

“The people who have worked so diligently in preparing this proposal have given us their best 
thinking, their best wisdom, and it gives us a hopeful path forward,” he said.

While accepting the plan, after discussion with the board, Bishop Sirba decided to take an “as 
soon as possible” approach to the implementation of the plan. First steps will begin immediately, 
with a search for a president and governing board for the new school.

The new school’s name will be determined by the students, faculty and staff of the new school 
itself. The plan calls for the campus at St. James to provide elementary and middle school grades 
for the western part of the city, for the campus at Holy Rosary to provide elementary grades in 
the eastern part of the city, and for the campus at St. John to offer middle school and high school 
classes.
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