11th Station

Jesus is nailed to the cross

Focus: The unimaginable physical, emotional and spiritual suffering Jesus endured
Action: Developthe habitof recallingJesus’ passionandof thanking himfor allhe endured for
oursake

Leader
We adore you O Christ
andwe praise you.

People

Because by your
holy cross, you have
redeemed the world.

Reflection

We've arrived at the summit of Mount Calvary, reflecting on the
worst of that which human beings are capable. Imagine if you
can,whatJesushasbeen through uptothis point. He likely hasn't
slept for hours, nor has he eaten since the night before. He has
been betrayed by one of hisinner circle, abandoned by the rest,
incarcerated, interrogated, abused, beaten, crowned with thorns
and condemned to death by crucifixion. Exhausted, dehydrated,
bleedingand broken, he has carried the cross upon which hewill
die aquarter mile or more uphill to the place of his execution. Amidst
thejeers and abuse of the spectators, he collapsed three times, but
somehow gotupandcontinuedon hisway. Uponhisarrivalatthe
top, hewas stripped naked, and now thrust down upon thecrossin
preparation for being affixed to it with iron spikes. Such barbarism
evenintheageofterrorismishard toimagine, yetthisisthetruth
of what Jesus endured. One by one, the spikes were hammered
through each wrist and then through his feet. The pain, the agony
must have been excruciating. If everwe doubt the depth of Jesus’
loveforus,weneedonly recallthesufferingheenduredtosaveus
fromsinanddeath.

Prayer

Almighty Father, we are people whowould rather not look evil in
the face, especially images of horrific violence. Such images make
us so very uncomfortable for many reasons, and rightly so. In this
case, however, meditating on Jesus being nailed to the crossis
ameaningful way to acknowledge what he did for us and to pay
him the homage he deserves for having endured such inexplicable
violence.Letusneverbesodistractedastoforgetwhatlesusdid,
but rather, may the remembrance of his suffering, in particular him
being nailed to the cross, give us strength to bear our own trials and
agonieswillingly, for love of him. Weask this inJesus’ name. Amen.
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