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“To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived.  

This is to have succeeded.”        Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The HMI story has been one that cannot be told without 
telling the story of Rebecca.  The odyssey began when HMI 
decided to build an elementary school in the village of Numero 
Deux Haiti.  The Fakiers, who had been funding numerous pro-
jects to memorialize their precious child, had heard about the 
HMI project to build a school there and contacted us.  From 
then on, Rebecca, her parents, her family and her extended 
family have continued to respond to the urgings of the Holy 
Spirit and the cry of the poor to bring about remarkable im-
provements to the children and families that live in and around 
Jeremie Haiti.  Being well aware of her tremendous love and 
concern for all of them as expressed through the work of HMI, 
Rebecca Claire Fakier is a household name to all who live in 
the area. 

As a special surprise this year for Laura and Dr. David, an 
artist was commissioned to paint the mural that you see here of 
Rebecca on one of the buildings on the Bec’s bakery property.  
What joy filled the April 2019 Fakier mission team when they 
were greeted with this beautiful piece of work as they drove 
into the compound area.  We are so happy for the Fakiers as 
they continue to see and feel the love of the community that 
has benefitted so much from the hard work and love that they 
have poured into it.  Rebecca and her Dad and Mom continue 
to bring joy, hope and happiness to a place that but a few years 
ago only knew misery and hopelessness.  Rebecca Claire and her Dad – April 2019 

Families preparing to participate in our Family Distribution  
“We bring a little something for you” program.  

                                                                                                                                                                                         by Brian Schmidt                                                       
 

If you google “food distribution” you will find dozens of organizations created for the purpose of “distributing food”. 
Of course you would .. the name implies it’s very meaning and purpose.  For Millennia empires, governments, religious 
organizations and NGO’s have delivered food, I have delivered food.. as have SO many for less fortunate and homeless 
people in our community .. it is worthwhile and so meaningful to do this.. Please continue!! 

However, I have come to learn through the example set by my dear friends with Haiti Mission that food distribution is 
SO much more than the words imply, that’s why they call what they do, “Family Distribution”.  I have now participated in 
four “Family Distribution” days with various HMI teams... These family distributions are SO much more than food distri-
bution implies.  Each team spends several months, weeks, days, then hours preparing for a single one or two hour period. 
Family Distribution requires time .. attention.. detail and most importantly .. LOVE.. Volunteers collectively spend hun-
dreds of hours gathering items, making phone calls, asking people to support a family for $35, picking up, dropping off, 
labeling, counting, packing duffel bags that weigh exactly 49 lbs that will be sent (on no less than three different flights)   
to Numero Deux.. Here the HMI team will purchase more items like rice, sugar, flour, beans, soap, oil, medicines and   
other necessities from local vendors and stores in order to help the local economy. FINALLY ALL the items that have 
been gathered, collected, flown to Haiti.. disassembled, reassembled.. then ultimately offered to the people that need these 
items the most.. our Haitian Brothers and Sisters..  

The day itself is usually mildly chaotic.. though.. with each passing   
distribution day.. we find more (as Deacon Lloyd says) “pa desode” no-
disorder. People line up in an orderly fashion.. (The DIGNITY of order 
means SO much in this moment.) The recipients will move one by one..  
collecting the items we have for them.. each of us in the line offer our item 
with a smile or maybe a hug, blessing them with a “bondye beni u” (Creole 
for God Bless You!) They will pass through many hands offering items..  
but what we hope they truly feel is the power of the Lord working through 
the many hearts that made this possible.. 

All the participants, either giving or receiving, feel called in a special 
way at this moment;  forming the single “final act” of placing the items in 
the bag.. The Lord planned this moment for all of us. He wanted each one of 
these recipients of this “family distribution” to feel HIS love in action.. I 
believe that the term “food distribution” falls so very short of what actually 
occurs in an HMI Family distribution.. It’s true intent is to not only help 
those that receive the items .. but to help all that had listened to God’s 
word.. 

Isaiah 58:7 “Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the 
homeless. Give clothes to those who need them, and do not hide from rela-
tives who need your help” (Brian Schmidt is a Canadian who has been jour-
neying with HMI since 2013) 

 



Update on Emerson 

Many of you have been following the story of Emerson 
Rodrigue, the son of our Port-au-prince liaison facilitator, 
Enor Rodrigue.  Briefly, Emerson has been travelling to the 
US since he was about nine years old, gradually staying for 
longer periods of time to improve his language skills and learn 
other useful life proficiencies.  He most recently was able to 
get a visa to attend school here.  He quickly became a sensa-
tion at St. Mary’s Catholic High School in Natchitoches 
where he won the place kicking job on the football team.  On 
his first attempt at running track, he won first place in the dis-
trict track meet in the 440 yard event.  He is pictured here 
with his trophies and plaques that he has achieved, graduating 
with honors in May 2019.  We wish Emerson well as he be-
gins his studies in Business Administration at Northwestern 
State University in Natchitoches in the Fall and express our 
gratitude to the Lirette Family - long time friends of HMI -  
for all they have done to help this young man.   

FAIE’S FACTS 
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Some actual bulletin bloopers: 

Scouts are saving aluminum cans,    

bottles and other items to be recycled  

Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 

At the evening service tonight, the      

sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?'   

Come early and listen to our              

choir practice.   

Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - 

prayer and medication to follow. 

Enjoy your summer! 

Upcoming Events and Important dates  

in the life of HMI 

July 28th- 4 PM  
HMI Shrimp boil/get-together 

American Legion Home 
500 Legion Ave, Houma  

$15/person RSVP Faie by July 25th – 688-5002 or  
bravofaie@lloydsremedies.com. 

 
December 9th – 17th 

Christmas Mission trip (Space available) 
 

January 12th -20th 
Fakier/Our Lady of the Rosary trip (Space available) 

 
N.B. Our one week mission trips fill up quickly. If you are  
interested in travelling to Haiti on one of our mission trips,  
please contact us so we can advise you of availability and  
get you scheduled. God Bless you for your mission heart!  

(N.B.) Passports must have at least six months left  
before expiration in order to enter Haiti. 

The family for this Month 
Haiti – House #149  

Marie Claude Louis Family 
  
Marie Claude Louis (Mimose) is a 59 year old 
widow, mother of four natural children and one 
adopted child whose mother is her sister.  The 
adopted child, who is now a young man, is men-
tally challenged. They are all hard workers, farming the land around where they reside to try to eke out a living. 
The existence has always been challenging but since Hurricane Matthew in October 2016, (as you can see in the 
Before picture), the challenges have been greatly compounded.  They are faithful Catholics who come regularly to 
church, always praying that God would one day grant their prayer to finally have a decent place to live.  Thanks to 
our donors and in memory of Alex Michael Vedros, in April 2019 the miracle has finally happened. 

 

“Before” 

After – Dedication Celebration with May 2019 Mission team 
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This newsletter is dedicated to raising funds to help the families whom we have come to know 

and love in the villages around Jeremie, Haiti.  May God bless you and your loved ones for your 
commitment to the poor by giving in whatever way the Holy Spirit directs you. 

 ____ $3750 would sponsor a new home and get a family “out of the mud and into safe secure                

housing.”  (Our new home design is keeping the cost of constructing the homes at $7500 with the   
$3750 matching money for each home provided by funds raised from the annual silent auction)    

____ $1000 would help us drill a well in a community without fresh water 

____ $100 would sponsor a teacher in the community schools.  (Payable monthly/quarterly or yearly—we 
 would appreciate a one year commitment) 

____ $35 would buy food and supplies for a family ($100 for three families!)     
 

Yes, Here is my immediate donation to use where most needed: 

$1000 _____ $500 _____ $250 ____ $100 ____ Other ______ 

This monetary gift is made in memory of __________________________________________________ 

please send an acknowledgement card to:    Name:       _________________________________           

      Address:   _________________________________       

                                       _________________________________     

 

  ____ Send me envelopes to be a monthly "helping hand” 

  ____ I will be a prayer partner and pray for the Haiti Mission.  

  ____ Please put me on your email/info list. email:____________________________________ 

  ____ I am interested in going on a mission trip.  Call me @: ___________________________   

Name:  ______________________________           Address: ___________________________________       

                                                                                                                   ___________________________________     

  

 

Haiti Mission Inc. is a 509(a)(1) tax exempt public charity under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code   Tax ID#14-1861365 

 

Haiti Mission—Caring with Generosity and Joy 
THANKS FOR HELPING!!    

No donation is too small. No gift unappreciated! 

 

Haiti Mission, Inc. does not discriminate because of race, religion, sex, age, disability, national origin or financial status. 

 

“He who has compassion on the poor lends to the Lord,  

and he will repay him for his good deeds.”           Pvb 19:17 
 

“No One has ever become poor by giving” 
The hand written words of Anne Frank  (1929-1945) 

http://www.haitimissioninc.com

