
Our Lady of the Rosary trip to Haiti 

(This is the third parish to be highlighted in our series.  Enjoy the experience shared by one of the parishioners of Our 
Lady of the Rosary parish in New Orleans – Lynn Parker) 

Our expectations for Our Lady of the Rosary parish trip to Haiti ran the gamut from unease to unbridled enthusiasm.  
Going with other members of our parish reinforced the square footage of our comfort zone and we looked forward to our 
adventure with bated breath.  What was God calling us to do?  How would our going make the lives of the Haitian people 
better?   What would we learn?  How would we be changed? We were soon to find out.  

Fourteen of us arrived at our accommodations and were surprised to see a lovely compound with comfortable rooms 
and private baths.  The occasional lack of water pressure and the cold showers were minor sacrifices given that the rest of 
the region has no electricity or running water.  No home we visited had an indoor kitchen or bathroom.  Poverty was be-
yond anything we could have imagined.  

On the following days, we visited many homes mostly made of scraps of corrugated metal tenuously leaning together 
and topped by blue tarps.  Often so many people lived in these small structures that it was necessary to rotate sleeping ar-
rangements on a daily basis as to who got to sleep inside.  The roof did little to protect from the rain and the metal walls 
acted more like an oven on typical 95-degree days. We were blessed on our walks to inform fortunate families that they 
would be recipients of new homes provided by Haiti Mission, Inc (HMI).  Joyously our parish had raised the funds to do-
nate a house and we were gifted with meeting the recipients in person. 

On many days we hiked through the hills with the help of our teenage translators, offering clothing and sometimes 
money.  Families were happy to see us; however, we often wondered how it would feel to be offered charity or items that 
we could not secure for our own family due to lack of jobs.  All week our group continued to process this question. One of 
the highlights of our trip was the visit to the Missionaries of Charity Convent and attached children's, women's and men's 
facilities where the ill and/or dying are cared for.  Walls enclose a haven of mango trees, grape vines and every imaginable 
tropical plant.  The rooms are spotless and there is an aura of peace that permeates the compound that exists in the middle 
of the bustling city of Jeremie.  It was difficult to see children who were emotionally unresponsive, as several appeared 
very sick. We thanked God for the tender care offered by these joyful sisters as we prayed with them at the Mass offered 
by our pastor, Fr. Jonathan Hemelt.  

This trip offered many opportunities to perform the corporal works of mercy.  We brought food to inmates in the jail in 
Jeremie.  We bagged and sorted donated food and clothing items and distributed them to the people in Numero Deux who 
came to the Mission Compound.  We visited the sick at the Sisters’ Compound.  We participated in the blessing of wells 
that had been built from generous donors.  Our trip seemed to underscore the notion that faith abounds where pov-
erty is present.  At Sunday Mass we were welcomed, kissed, hugged, prayed 
over and blessed.  Homilies were enthusiastic and singing was full voiced and 
heart-felt.  O that we should all be so present and spirit filled during Mass.  

As we reentered the U.S. at the Miami airport, the wealth of our country 
stood in stark contrast to the deprivation we had observed.  It was hard not to 
be overwhelmed with feelings of thankfulness and guilt.  This mission trip 
had broadened our perspective and hopefully changed our priorities.  We had 
received more than we had given.  The smiles of the children, the tight hugs 
of the old women, and the untiring work and joy of Fr. Joe will be indelibly 
etched in our memory.  

Since this first visit, our parish sent a second group of missionaries from 
Our Lady of the Rosary in 2020.  We are grateful for our fellow parishioners, 
David and Laura Fakier who inspire us by their example. Since 2018, our pa-
rishioners have generously supported the building of three houses. Missionar-
ies or their families were moved to donate funds for the building of eight ad-
ditional houses.  Our parish hopes to continue a yearly mission trip, the sup-
port of the home building project, and Haiti Mission, Inc (HMI). We are all 
incredibly grateful for the opportunity God has given us to see His face reflected in the faces of the poor of Haiti! 
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“To know even one life has breathed easier because you  

have lived.  This is to have succeeded.”         
                                                                Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Haiti – House # 200 The Laventure Family  

Marc Henry Laventure is a schoolteacher and farmer. His wife Adeline helps with the family garden, selling a few 
items such as cookies, candies, fruits and vegetables that they can produce along the road-
side and in the Jeremie market. They have three children. One of them, Charlene, is a 
sweet little girl that attends St Brigitte school. Their life has been particularly tougher since 
hurricane Matthew destroyed their house in Octo-
ber of 2016. They have been living in the shanty 
you see in the “before” picture that they were able 
to piece together from scrap tin that they could 
find.  It is with a great joy they have welcomed the 
news of Haiti Mission's decision to build them a 
decent house. They send their heartfelt prayers and 
thanksgiving to all who have helped in any way to 
make this miracle come true in their lives.   

Number 200! 

What a Thanksgiving! From a humble beginning of trying to help a few folks in miserable surroundings by building them a 
new house to now having built 200.  Words cannot express what the effect of such an initiative has been on the lives of so many 
families.  None of it could have been possible without so many “God incidences” happening along the way at just the time needed 
showing us what to do and how to do it.  It also would not have been possible without the trust and financial sacrifices of so many 
of our friends and donors that have hung in there with HMI throughout the years.  Most especially, none of this would have been 
possible without the inspiration of our dear little patron, Rebecca Claire Fakier, who continues to give her dad and mom new en-
ergy and  enthusiasm to encourage all of us to do more and more to help those in need.  It’s only fitting then that house number 
200 was completed on Rebecca’s mom’s birthday!  Happy birthday, Laura! 

“Before” 

“After” 

Marc Henry Laventure and      

Adeline Zizi with their children. 

(Our Lady of the Rosary mission team) 



 

Upcoming Events and Important dates in the life of HMI  

April 20th —26th – Fakier Fall trip to Haiti 

April 24th, 2021 –  

Dedication of Our Lady of the Assumption Church 

April 23rd —30th – Fakier Spring trip to Haiti 

Congratulations on 20 years 

It is with great joy and gratitude that I am writing this letter to congratulate you for the 
wonderful job you have accomplished during these past 20 years, through this tremendous char-
itable institution the Holy Spirit has inspired you to put in place which you have meaningfully 
named “Haiti Mission Inc (HMI)”.  I consider myself blessed and privileged to have been the 
pastor who welcomed you into the parish of Our Lady of the Assumption in Numero Deux in 
2000.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Over the course of these two decades, HMI has earned, deserved and preserved its good reputa-
tion for conducting its multifaceted mission with love, faith, joy and particularly with respect of 
the dignity of those in need.   It will be maybe too long to name all the projects in which HMI is 
involved. However, I still fondly recall the visit the first group made to Mr. Delouis to bring 

him some staples, food and other goods and what he said as I quote: “I was praying this morning that God would take 
my life since I am blind and have no food for many days now. Look what He does instead! He has sent His messen-
gers to bring me something to eat.” I think that must have been one of the reasons for HMI to develop the family 
“dirty card” project which went from a little more than a dozen people to over several hundred families now.  

Who does not remember Mr. Mathurin, the blind man, with his log which he used as a “special chair or pil-
low” in his slum shack and how he was rejuvenated and healthier after HMI built him a new decent home? While he 
was almost always alone with his blindness there in his misery, after he was granted a new house, he had plenty 
friends and family members to visit him and come stay with him.  He was so proud of his new house that on rainy 
days, he strongly insisted that all visitors with no exception should take off their sandals or shoes before entering his 
house!  Today, not only the housing project is expanding considerably in the parish, HMI has begun in May 2018 the 
giant construction of the new parish church of Our Lady of the Assumption thanks to the generous contribution of 
our beloved donors and the dynamism of Dr. David and Laura Fakier. 

Who can ever forget the hard work done by the first team led by Pete Cavalier and his beloved deceased 
brother-in-law to help run the water line down to Ravine Sable? From that first experience, the need for providing 
water to the area became crystal clear and was the catalyst for HMI getting involved in drilling water wells.  From 
those early beginnings, the name Haiti Mission Inc has become well known in its primary service area of Numero 
Deux as well as the entire diocese of Jeremie. It is my hope and prayer that Almighty God can continue to bless and 
prosper HMI as it continues to bring hope to the hopeless through caring with generosity and joy.  I emphatically 
state without any fear of being contested:” Si Haiti Mission n’existait pas, il faudrait sans doute l’inventer (if HMI 
did not exist, it would have to be invented!) 

 Happy twenty HMI! Congratulations to you, dear Deacon Lloyd and Faie and may the Lord continue to                            
bless the works of our hands for His great glory!   

                 Fr. Jomanas EUSTACHE, IVDEI,  
                 Judicial & Episcopal vicar of the diocese of Jeremie 

Thanksgiving 

Every year for Thanksgiving Faie and I like to share this special message that expresses what is in our hearts and 
souls regarding an adventure we have been called to journey on with you.  As always, we know reflecting on these 
words will be more than something a person does or feels but is an offering that honors and glorifies God. Thanksgiv-
ing is a theme of many of the Psalms and a powerful means of charging us with spiritual refreshment. Biblical lan-
guage speaks to God in praise and nurtures us with divine peace and comfort. Perhaps that’s why thanksgiving is a 
command in the Psalms - “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever”(Psalm 107:1) as well as 
in the Prophetic Books - “In that day you will say, ‘Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among 
the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted”(Isaiah 12:4). In his wisdom, God knows our need 
to focus on his unconditional love for us and the positive results of a grateful heart.  During this time when we are fo-
cused on rebuilding what we had spent years building, thanksgiving is very special.  There are many reasons to give 
thanks to God this year!  We know you will enjoy and appreciate them as we share our 2020 Thanksgiving message.  

Faie and I give thanks for all of you who are on this HMI journey with us.  We are so humbled and apprecia-
tive that you have responded to the “cry of the poor” via the HMI model and concept so let us always be thankful: for 
God’s greatness, for God’s mercy - “Let them thank the Lord for his mercy” (Psalm 107: 8). for God’s protection - “In 
God I trust, I do not fear. What can man do to me? (Psalm56:12). for salvation - “I thank you, for you answered me; 
you have been my savior” (Psalm  118:21). for daily provisions - “.supplying the needs of the holy ones” (2 Corinthi-
ans 9:12). for God’s grace - “...for the grace of God bestowed on you” (1 Corinthians 1:4). for healing - “..he had been 
healed, returned glorifying God” ( Luke 17:16). 
for victory over sin - The sting of death is sin,...But thanks be to God who gives us victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57).for all people - “...thanksgiving..for everyone” (1 Timothy 2:1). for everything - 
“..giving thanks always for everything”(Ephesians 5:20).    And last but not least, “Thanks be to God!   

            With Joyful Praise and Thanksgiving, 

                        Haiti Mission, Inc.   

FAIE’S FACTS 

Thanksgiving for What We Don’t Have 

We always seem to find time to grumble and complain. 

To think of all our troubles, our sorrow and our pain. 

But if we would stop and think I’m sure we would be glad 

If we counted all the troubles that we never had. 

The loved ones we still have with us; our house that didn’t burn, 

Our cars that weren’t wrecked; the money we still can earn. 

When we’re counting all our blessings given by God’s grace,  

Let’s think of all the trials we were not asked to face.     (Anon) 
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The political situation in Haiti has once again deteriorated such that food, fuel and basic living needs are challeng-
ing to get and when available, have become more expensive.  This newsletter is dedicated to raising funds to help 
the families whom we have come to know and love in the villages around Jeremie, Haiti.  Those families are es-
pecially hoping and praying that one day they may receive one of the beautiful homes that HMI has been able to 
build for many of their friends and neighbors.  Anything you can do special this Thanksgiving season would be a 
wonderful blessing.   May God bless you and your loved ones for your commitment to the poor by giving in what-
ever way the Holy Spirit directs you. 
 

 
Yes, Here is my immediate donation to use where most needed: 

  $1000 _____ $500 _____ $250 ____ $100 ____ Other ______ 

This monetary gift is made in memory of ____________________________________________________________, 

please send an acknowledgement card to:    Name: ______________________________________________          

              Address:  ____________________________________________       

                            City: _____________________State: ________Zip: _________    

  ____ Send me envelopes to be a monthly "helping hand” 

  ____ I will be a prayer partner and pray for the Haiti Mission.  

  ____ Please put me on your email/info list. email:____________________________________ 

  ____ I am interested in going on a mission trip.  Call me @: ___________________________   

Name:  ______________________________           Address: ___________________________________       

                                                                                                                   ___________________________________      

 

 

Haiti Mission Inc. is a 509(a)(1) tax exempt public charity under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code   Tax ID#14-1861365 
 

Haiti Mission, Inc. does not discriminate because of race, religion, sex, age, disability, national origin or financial status. 

 

“He who has compassion on the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his good deeds.”            
                                                                                                                                                           Pvb 19:17 

 
THANKS FOR HELPING!!   No donation is too small. No gift unappreciated! 

  ____ $3750 would sponsor a new home and get a family “out of the mud and into safe secure                

housing.”  (Our new home design is keeping the cost of constructing the homes at $7500 with the   
$3750 matching money for each home provided by funds raised from the annual silent auction)    

____ $50, $100, $500 or $1000 would help us drill a well in a community without fresh water 

____ Here is my gift to help complete the new Our Lady of the Assumption Church 

____ $12 annual membership in the “Woman-to-Woman” club of Haiti that helps poor women get the 

    medical treatment they need who otherwise would go untreated 

 

http://www.haitimissioninc.com

