Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord – April 14, 2019
ENGULFMENT AND
ABANDONMENT

FRENCH CORNER

The opening line of the Psalm for
this Sunday is electrifying. How could
Christ, how could the Psalmist or anyone,
cry out, “My God, my God, why have you
abandoned me?” Well, think about the
vacillation between the fear of engulfment
and the fear of abandonment. In
brokenness, a person can fear that if he
draws near to others they will take him
over. That fear of engulfment is one side of
a pendulum swing that winds up on the
other side in a sense of abandonment. If in
brokenness you move away from others
because you fear engulfment by them, you
will make those others distant from you.
And then you can feel the distance you
have put between you and them as their
abandonment of you.
When you sense that others are
getting close, you have a fear of
engulfment; and when you feel the distance
from them which you have introduced, you
fear that they have abandoned you. It is
possible to waver in this way where God is
concerned too. We can fluctuate between
fear of engulfment by God and fear of
abandonment by him. We can long for God;
but we can be afraid of his goodness at the
same time. The beauty of his holiness
highlights for us our own sins, which we
hate and cling to anyway. And so our fear
of being engulfed by God leads us to flee
into our own darkness; our sins cause us to
turn away from God. Then, finding
ourselves distant from God, we conclude
that God has abandoned us. And so in our
hearts we cry the Psalmist’s line.
But God is love, and love never
abandons anyone. On the contrary, God’s
love is so great that he takes on our human
nature, and on the cross he bears our sins.
Our sins borne for us by Christ on the cross
fill him with our blindness to the presence
of God. Under the weight of our sins, he
shares our sense of abandonment by God
too. And so it is the ever-present love of
God in Christ for us that leaves Christ to
cry out on the cross, “My God, my God,
why have you abandoned me?”
Eleonore Stump

Etrange destin que celui de Jésus en ces
jours-là. Il monte à Jérusalem pour y célébrer
la Pâque et voici que la foule lui fait un
cortège populaire : on jette des manteaux par
terre, on agite des branches d’arbre, on danse,
on chante : « Hosanna !... Hosanna !...».
Trois jours plus tard, quel changement !
On fait courir des bruits sur lui…. Il aurait dit
du mal du Temple… Il aurait apporté la
révolution… et l’admiration se change en
haine. De son côté, Judas, l’un des douze, sans
doute déçu par son maître, le trahit et favorise
son arrestation. Et voici que les événements se
précipitent : on fait au Christ un procès
religieux chez Caïphe, le grand prêtre, puis
un procès civil devant Pilate, le gouverneur
romain. Il n’a pas fallu longtemps pour que la
foule change d’opinion complétement et
préfère libérer Barabbas tout en réclamant la
mort de Jésus.
Ainsi s’accomplit le destin terrestre de
Jésus. Les Juifs n’ont pas compris son
message, le témoignage d’amour qu’il leur
apportait de la part de son Père. Seul, le
centurion romain, un païen, entrevoit la
lumière et s’écrie : « Vraiment, celui-ci était
le Fils de Dieu !... ». Aujourd’hui s’ouvre la
Semaine Sainte. Nous allons suivre la passion
du Christ jusqu’à la croix, mais cette croix ne
nous enferme pas dans la mort car elle
témoigne d’un amour infini que même la mort
ne saurait enfermer.

Des Rameaux à la Croix

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M.
FROM OUR SCHOOL
Lord God, I give you thanks, for you
are good, and your mercy is endless.
Here I stand, at the start of this holy
week.
This week in which your church
remembers Jesus’ passion and death
and I am distracted by many things,
turn my eyes now to the One who
comes in your name. He is the one
who opens the gates of righteousness
the one who answers when we call. I
bless you, Lord, for shining your light
upon me, and for sending your Son to
us, in human frailty to walk the road
we walk.
Open my eyes that I may see him
coming, and may praise him with a
pure heart, and may walk in the way of
his suffering, and share also in his
resurrection. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever
and ever. Amen.

SATURDAY – VIGIL April 13th
5:15 pm
Richard Maullin †
SUNDAY April 14th
7:30 am
James Palabay †
9:00 am
Pierre Ausquy † Marie Moulia †
Bernard Cuburu † Etiennette
Lapeyrade † Renée Oyharçabal †
10:30 am For the People of the Parish
12:15 pm Jeffrey Rathgeber †
MONDAY April 15th
7:00 am
Lucille Mosbacher †
12:10 pm Joe Quinn †
TUESDAY April 16th
7:00 am
Unemployed
12:10 pm Alfred Bucchianeri
WEDNESDAY April 17th
7:00 am
Alfred Bucchianeri
12:10 pm Bernard Picard †
THURSDAY April 18th
6:30 pm
Rex Fernandez †
FRIDAY April 19th
12:00
Celebration of Lord’s Passion and
Death
1:30 pm
Stations of the Cross
2:00 pm
Confessions
SATURDAY April 20th

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK

Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique
Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw Asrat,
Michael Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos,
Alexandria Christakos, Jeannette Cornu, Patty
Espiritu, Mark Fishcher, Jack Flynn, Charlene
Johnson, Ernie Fox, Annemarie Gallagher,
María Cerón Gamero, Yunina Graham, Georges
Handras, Erich Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera,
Louise Hughes, Charlene Haught Johnson, Diane
Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, Lynn
Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, Candi
McMahan Lewis, Maria Lim, Jacqueline Lira,
Cármen López, Grant Melton, Alma and
Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, Christiane
Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev.
Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Cathie Reece,
Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko,
Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, Michael
Wonderly, and Rosie Zedamoi.

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED

Alphonse Acheritogaray, Fr. George Baricar,
Anna L. Bernadicou, Paul Arthur Domergue,
André Fournier, Barbara J. Higgins, Karine
Jardin, Lydia A. Jewell, Barbara Charlene
Johnke, Nasif Khoury, Ekho Lim, Paulette
Lusinchi, Frances McFarland, William
McKnight, Bernard Picard, Yolanda Prioto,
Juliette Puts, Stephen Rice, Arlene M. Sullivan,
Marcel Uharriet,
REMEMBER OUR SICK AND DECEASED:
Please note starting next week we will
automatically remove anyone who has been on
this list over a year unless we are notified not to
remove. Thank you for your understanding.

Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories www. ndvsf.org
Holy Week & Easter 2019
Saturday
April 13th
Palm Sunday
April 14th
Holy Thursday
April 18th
Good Friday
April 19th

Holy Saturday
April 20th
Easter Sunday
April 21st

5:15 pm - Vigil Mass: Begins with the
Blessing of Palms.
7:30 am and 12:15 pm - Masses in
English
9:00 am - Basque Mass
10:30 am - French Mass
Blessed Palms Distributed at all Masses
6:30 pm - Mass of the Lord's Supper and
Adoration, after Mass until 9:30 pm.
Noon - Celebration of the Passion and
Death of the ord: Liturgy of the Word,
Veneration of the Cross,
and
Communion;
followed by Stations of the Cross and
individual confessions.
8:00 pm - Solemn Easter Vigil:
Celebration
of Fire Light – Word – Baptism –
Confirmation- Euchaist.
7:30 am, 9:00 am, and 12:15 pm – Masses
in English – 10:30 am – Mass in French

Each Friday during Lent, you are invited to come to the church
and pray the Stations of the Cross. The Stations of the Cross are
a 14-step Catholic devotion that commemorates Jesus Christ's
last day on Earth as a man. The 14 devotions, or stations, focus
on specific events of His last day, beginning with His
condemnation. The stations are commonly used as a mini
pilgrimage as the individual moves from station to station. The
prayer service begins at 11:40 a.m. (prior to the 12:10 p.m.
Mass).

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament will take place on the First Friday of each month in
the church from 9:00 a.m. thru 12 noon. At noon Benediction
will be celebrated and the scheduled Mass will follow. The next
date for adoration will be April 5, 2019. Please spread the word
to other parishioners and co-workers. Come spend a time with
the Eucharistic Lord in quiet meditation. You can sign up for a
time to visit the Blessed Sacrament on our website at; ndvsf.org
Please click the icon: Sign Up For An Adoration Time and
follow directions. God bless.
HOSPITALITY: The Hospitality team is looking for
volunteers. We are responsible for offering food and beverages
and providing a warm welcome to parishioners and visitors in
the church hall after Sunday Masses. If interested in helping,
please contact Wendy Clem at: wendy@wendyclem.com or
call the Parish Office. Thanks for the support.
EASTER FLOWERS: Thank you for our contribution toward
our Easter Flower Fund 2019. Your generosity is appreciated
and as a result our church will look beautiful for the great
celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection. May the Risen Lord
bless you and your family abundantly!

WHY ARE THE STATUES COVERED? These last two weeks of Lent are
called "Passiontide" - time to concentrate almost exclusively on the "Passion"
of Jesus - His suffering and saving death on the Cross. So, the signs of joy and
victory are covered so that we can meditate directly and purely on His Passion.
Since the images of Mary and the Communion of the Saints are reminders of
the glory of Jesus, they are covered until we celebrate His Victory at Easter.
From the Fifth Sunday of Lent until the Easter Vigil, the Church turns her eyes
in an intense and deep meditation on the Suffering Lord. In the Roman
Missal we find the instruction: In the Dioceses of the United States, the practice
of covering crosses and images throughout the church beginning The Fifth
Sunday of Lent may be observed. Crosses remain covered until the end of the
celebration of the Lord'’ passion on Good Friday, but images remain covered
until the beginning of the Easter Vigil. Christian Life has many dimensions to
it. It has a deep joy; the joy of knowing the incarnation of Jesus. It has clear
light; the light of Jesus' Gospel. It has profound sorrow; the sorrow of the
Crucifixion. And it has the wonderful victory of Christ; the Resurrection. In
order to understand all these dimensions, the Church divides up the year into
times of joy, sorrow and glory. Advent and Christmas Time is a meditation on
the Joy of the Coming of Christ; Lent meditates on His Sorrow and Easter Time
is the celebration of His Victory. As Lent draws to a close, we hold these last
two weeks - Passion Week and Holy Week - as a time to go through the tragic
events that brought about the Crucifixion. For the sorrows of Christ did not
begin on Good Friday - they ended there. There were many sorrows before Pharisees plotting; believers turning away; chief priests filled with hatred;
cowardly Apostles, a denying Apostle, even a betraying Apostle. And so, we
cover over the signs of victory. We meditate on the Passion and Death of the
Son of God - see how He loves us! "Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in
Him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He sent His only
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but might have
eternal life."

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS.

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK
April 14th – April 21st, 2019
Sunday

- Is 50:4-7

- Phil 2:6-11

- Lk 22:14—23:56

Monday

- Is 42:1-7

- Jn 12:1-11

Tuesday

- Is 49:1-6

- Jn 13:21-33, 36-38

Wednesday

- Is 50:4-9a

Thursday

- Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9

Friday

- Is 52:13—53:12

Saturday

- Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28

Sunday

- Acts 10: 34a, 37-43

- Mt 26:14-25
- Rv 1:5-8

- Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9

- Lk 4:16-21
- Jn 18:1—19:42

- Rom 6:3-11
- Col 3:1-4

- Jn 20:1-9

- Lk 24:1-12
- LK 24:1-12

SUNDAY COLLECTION: April 6th and April 7th, 2019
Church Basket:
$1,662.00
On-Line Giving:
$917.00
TOTAL:
$2,579.00

