


 
Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy) – April 28, 2019 

 
TRUST AFTER 
HEARTBREAK 

 

In the Gospel Reading, the risen 
Jesus appears to ten of his apostles. Thomas 
is missing. The ten are convinced; but when 
Thomas rejoins them after Jesus has 
vanished, Thomas is highly skeptical.  A 
week later, Jesus appears to all eleven of 
them and invites Thomas to make good on 
his skeptical challenge. Jesus tells him, Put 
your finger in my wounds and believe! And 
then, without so much as touching Jesus, 
Thomas believes. Actually, then, all 
Thomas did was see Jesus and his wounds, 
and then he believed. But, of course, that is 
just what the other ten apostles did in the 
first appearance of Christ, when Thomas 
was absent. 

So why didn’t Christ make his 
first appearance to the apostles at a time 
when Thomas was there too? Why did 
Christ first appear when Thomas was 
absent? Why single Thomas out in this 
way? Thomas had trusted Jesus and 
believed he was the Messiah. But then the 
Romans killed Jesus; and when they did, 
they also killed the hope in Jesus that 
Thomas had. How much Thomas trusted 
before the crucifixion can be understood by 
the way Thomas hardened his heart against 
trust in the aftermath. “The bigger they are, 
the harder they fall,” we say. And the 
bigness of Thomas’ heart and the greatness 
of his trust in Jesus can be seen by how 
hard Thomas fell when he thought his trust 
was betrayed. 

Thomas thought he had made a 
fool of himself by believing in Jesus, and 
he was not going to let his heart be broken 
again. And so when he heard the other 
apostles express their belief, he scoffed. In 
scoffing, Thomas protected himself against 
further heartbreak by turning his back on 
Jesus and all that Jesus meant to him. And 
maybe that is why Jesus left Thomas out of 
his first appearance to the apostles. When 
heartbreak is so powerful, it can need space 
to breathe, to let its pain come to fruition. 
Maybe if Thomas had not been able to 
move all the way from heartbreak to 
skepticism, he would not have been able to 
move back to Jesus so powerfully 
either. Without any more evidence than any 
of the other apostles had, Thomas says to 
Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Faut-il « voir » pour « croire » ? 
 

     Les juifs voulaient que Jésus prouve 
sa divinité par un signe venu du ciel. 
Thomas voudrait toucher les plaies du 
Christ pour s’assurer qu’il est bien la 
même personne qu’il a connue avant sa 
mort. Beaucoup de gens encore 
aujourd’hui courent après les apparitions 
ou les miracles, car ils ne sont pas assez 
sûrs… 
      Hélas ! La foi n’est pas une vérité qui 
s’impose par des preuves irréfutables. 
Elle est, au contraire, une adhésion qui 
doit se renforcer avec le temps. Quand 
deux personnes s’aiment, elles ne 
demandent pas de preuves que leur 
amour durera toujours, elles cherchent à 
mieux se connaître, si bien que leur 
intimité grandit avec les joies et les 
souffrances qu’elles éprouvent ensemble. 
      Jésus, de même, ne répond pas aux 
exigences de la raison humaine. Il surgit 
dans nos vies, nous invite à partager son 
amour, veut combler notre soif d’infini, 
donne à notre existence un sens qui est 
au-delà de la science. C’est ce que 
Thomas a compris quand il se jette aux 
pieds du Christ en disant : « mon 
Seigneur et mon Dieu !... ». A nous de 
faire la même découverte, dans la prière, 
sachant que Jésus ne s’impose pas, qu’il 
se donne, mais nous laisse libres 
d’accepter ce don et de le partager avec 
autrui. 
       

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope you had a wonderful Easter last 
weekend and that you had plenty of time 
for relaxation, family, and prayer! 
 

Our families enjoyed a much deserved 
Easter/Spring break last week and we 
cannot wait to hear all of the vacation 
stories from the children on Monday! 
 

Did you know that we have a school 
Instagram account? Follow us 
@ndvschoolsf for fun updates from Ecole 
Notre Dame des Victoires! 
 

Have a Wonderful Week and God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 

 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL April 27th           
8:00 pm     Frank Brass † 
SUNDAY April 28th       
7:30 am     Steve Sicher  
9:00 am     For the People of the Parish               
10:30 am   Renée Oyharaçabal † 
12:15 pm   Meliza Orantes † 
MONDAY April 29th                
7:00 am      Deceased Marists † 
12:10 pm    Marist Missions 
TUESDAY April 30th         
7:00 am      Samson Asrat 
12:10 pm    Simone Juge Boulogne † 
WEDNESDAY May 1st   
7:00 am      Victims of Sri Lanka Tragedy † 
12:10 pm    Pierre & Anna  Birabent † 
THURSDAY May 2nd    
7:00 am       Mertenesh & Belete  
12:10 pm     NDV Teachers & Students 
FRIDAY May 3rd           
7:00 am       Youth of the Parish 
12:10 pm     Vocations to Priesthood 
SATURDAY May 4th    
7:00 am       Amy Cibuzar † 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Jacques 

Arceneaux, Wondifraw Asrat, Michael 
Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, Alexandria 
Christakos, Jeannette Cornu, Patty Espiritu, 

Mark Fishcher, Jack Flynn, Charlene Johnson, 
Ernie Fox, Annemarie Gallagher, María Cerón 
Gamero, Yunina Graham, Georges Handras, 
Erich Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera, Louise 
Hughes, Charlene Haught Johnson, Diane 

Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, Lynn 
Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, Candi 

McMahan Lewis, Maria Lim, Jacqueline Lira, 
Cármen López, Grant Melton, Alma and 

Armando Morales,  Dyan Ocampo, Christiane 
Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev. 

Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Cathie Reece, 
Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, 

Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, Michael 
Wonderly, and Rosie Zedamoi. 

 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
Alphonse Acheritogaray, Fr. George Baricar, 
Anna L. Bernadicou, Paul Arthur Domergue, 
André Fournier,  Barbara J. Higgins, Karine 
Jardin, Lydia A. Jewell, Barbara Charlene 

Johnke, Nasif Khoury,  Ekho Lim, Paulette 
Lusinchi, Frances McFarland, William 

McKnight, Bernard Picard, Rolande E. Pottier, 
Yolanda Prioto, Juliette Puts, Stephen Rice, 

Arlene M. Sullivan, Marcel Uharriet, 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND DECEASED: 
Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been on 
this list over a year unless we are notified not to 
remove. Thank you for your understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION & EUCHARIST: 
On Sunday May 5th at  the 9 a.m. Mass, the 8th graders who 
have been preparing, will receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Bishop Walsh will be here to celebrate the 
Mass of Confirmation and we warmly welcome him. On 
Saturday May 11th our second graders will receive their First 
Holy Communion at a Special Mass at 11 a.m. Let us pray 
for our student-candidates as they approach the reception of 
these Sacraments of Christian Initiation.  
 
FORMED: How many of you would like to grow in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ? How many of you know 
someone who has fallen away from the Church, perhaps a 
friend, a family member, a co-worker, and you want reach 
them but you just don’t know how to? FORMED, is a 
wonderful website that has been called a “Catholic Netflix.” 
FORMED has inspiring movies and video based studies, 
audio talks and e-books from the Church's most compelling 
speakers and authors. This is why our parish has invested in 
FORMED, so that each of us might grow in our relationship 
with Jesus Christ and in our desire to share our Faith with 
others, especially those closest to us. To register for free 
membership, go to ndvsf.org and click on the FORMED 
icon on the home page and follow instructions for creating 
your personal account.  
 

 
 

What if.... 
'I am unbaptized but want to grow spiritually in my life.' 

'I have a different faith background but want to learn 
what Catholics believe and why.' 
'I am a baptized Catholic but never made my First Holy 
Communion and/or Confirmation.'    
.....we would love to assist you in your faith journey 
through an exciting and deeply enriching process in the 
Catholic Church called the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (R.C.I.A.). 

RCIA is for those who are seeking a better relationship 
with God, who are looking for more information about 
Catholic Christianity, or who are seeking to grow in their 
spiritual or Sacramental life.  The RCIA process welcomes 
the unbaptized person to the family of Jesus Christ.  
Sessions are informal and comfortable opportunities to 
explore the Catholic faith with presentations, discussions, 
and fellowship.  Explore the faith without obligation.   

 
HOSPITALITY: The Hospitality team is looking for 
volunteers. We are responsible for offering food and 
beverages and providing a warm welcome to parishioners 
and visitors in the church hall after Sunday Masses. If 
interested in helping, please contact Wendy Clem 
at: wendy@wendyclem.com or call the Parish Office. 
Thanks for the support.  
 
ROSARY: We will pray the Holy Rosary every Saturday 
before the 5:15 pm Mass and every Sunday before the 12:15 
pm Mass. The Rosary is an important devotion that honors 
Mary while focusing on the events in the life of Jesus 
Christ. Please join us in prayer. We will commence the 
Rosary, 25 minutes before each of the above Masses.   
 

 
 

 

 
 

Draw us forth, God of all creation. 
Draw us forward and away from limited certainty 

into the immense world of your love. 
Give us the capacity to even for a moment 
taste the richness of the feast you give us. 
Give us the peace to live with uncertainty, 

with questions, with doubts. 
Help us to experience the resurrection anew 
with open wonder and an increasing ability 
to see you in the people of Easter. Amen. 

 
CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS: Support the Catholic Home Missions 
Appeal today! Right now, over 40% of dioceses in the United States are 
considered mission territory because they are unable to fund essential 
pastoral work in their communities. Your donations support programs, such 
as religious education, seminary formation, and lay ministry training, to 
build vibrant faith communities right here in the United States. Please be 
generous. Find more information at www.usccb.org/home-missions. 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
April 28th – May 4th, 2019 

Sunday           - Acts 5:12-16       - Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19         - Jn 20:19-31 

Monday          - Acts 4:23-31                                                                – Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday          - Acts 4:32-37                                                             - Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday     - Acts 5:17-26                                                            - Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday        - Acts 5:27-33                                                            - Jn 3:31-36 

Friday             - 1 Cor 15:1-8                                                             - Jn 14:6-14 

Saturday         - Acts 6:1-7                                                                - Jn 6:16-21 

Sunday            - Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41            - Rv 5:11-14              - Jn 21:1-19 
 

COLLECTIONS 
EASTER COLLECTION:         $9,915.51 
  EASTER FLOWERS:                    $1,671.35 
    HOLY THURSDAY:                      $487.00 

              HOLY LAND (Good Friday):                      $676.06      $487.00 
  

 
   

 




