


 
Fifth Sunday of Lent – April 7, 2019 

 
CAUGHT AND SHAMED 

 

In the Gospel Reading, the scribes 
and Pharisees bring to Jesus a woman 
caught in adultery. They make her stand in 
the middle of the crowd, and they announce 
that she was caught in the very act of 
adultery. The Law of Moses prescribes 
stoning as the punishment for adultery. But 
it does not permit your doing anything you 
want to a person caught in adultery. It is 
clear, however, that the scribes and 
Pharisees are using this woman just as bait 
to catch Jesus, and they have no hesitation 
about shaming her terribly in the process. 
Maybe that is one of the reasons Jesus 
looks down at the ground to write in the 
dirt. If he is looking down and she is 
standing up, then he isn’t looking at her. 
And so he is protecting her in her shame by 
helping her be hidden from him, alone of 
all those men staring at her. In caring for 
her in this way, Jesus is doing something to 
protect her from the injustice of her captors.  

And here’s another thing to see. If 
this woman was caught in the very act of 
adultery, as her captors say, then there had 
to have been a man with her when she was 
caught. Where is he? Why isn’t he here 
with her? Did the scribes and Pharisees just 
let him go? The Law of Moses prescribes 
stoning him too. The scribes and Pharisees 
are hypocritical, then; and Jesus catches 
them in it. He makes clear that they don’t 
care enough about the Law of Moses to 
themselves keep it. They melt away when 
Jesus tells them to let the ones without sin 
be the first to cast stones. 

By that move, Jesus diminishes 
the woman’s shame considerably, doesn’t 
he? Only when it is clear that her accusers 
have been caught in their hypocrisy and 
shamed by it, does Jesus lift up his eyes and 
look at her. And so, by his justice for her 
and his mercy, Jesus catches her for the 
Lord. Of all those who came to Jesus 
because of her, she is the only one left 
standing by him at the end of the story. And 
she is the only one who calls him “Kyrie” 
(“Lord,” “Sir”). 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Qui lancera la première pierre ? 
 

     Les pharisiens et les scribes n’ont pas 
dû apprécier la parabole du père 
miséricordieux que nous avons lue 
dimanche dernier. Ils se sont sentis visés, 
jaloux comme le fils aîné de voir que le 
cadet était bien accueilli par son père. 
Cette femme adultère leur fournit 
l’occasion de mettre Jésus dans 
l’embarras, même s’ils veulent montrer 
qu’ils sont soucieux d’appliquer la Loi de 
Moïse en condamnant la coupable à la 
lapidation. 
      Mais le Christ connaît leurs arrière-
pensées, qu’ils sont loin de se soucier de 
la condition spirituelle de cette femme ou 
d’appliquer le 6e commandement….. 
C’est lui qu’ils veulent mettre en porte-à-
faux ! Alors Jésus ne dit rien au début, il 
fait durer le silence, obligeant ces 
hommes à réfléchir, à se rendre compte 
de leur hypocrisie, tandis que la femme 
se demande quel va être son sort. Et, 
comme ils persistent dans leur vicieuse 
attitude, ils obtiennent la fameuse 
réponse : « Que celui qui est sans péché 
lui jette la première pierre ! » 
      Le pardon de Dieu est au-dessus de la 
Loi car lui seul peut conduire à la 
conversion et finalement au Salut. A 
notre tour, commençons par nous juger 
nous-mêmes avant de juger les autres. 
       

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

      I hope you are having a wonderful 
week! It is hard to believe that Easter is 
just around the corner. 
 

Last weekend, we had our first ever 
Mother Son Dinner Dance and it was a 
blast! Mothers and sons named dressed in 
their favourite sports themed attire and 
enjoyed playing games and dancing with 
each other. Our Parent's Association does 
an incredible job of planning fun 
community building events, we are so 
grateful for their support! 
 

We have had a prayerful Lent at school 
that has included prayer services, Stations 
of the Cross, Chapel time in each grade, 
and Reconciliation. We are so grateful for 
the prayers you offer us and you are 
continually in ours! 
 

Have a wonderful week, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
SATURDAY – VIGIL April 6th           
5:15 pm      Gebre Wold Woyessa † 
SUNDAY April 7th         
7:30 am      For Single Fathers 
9:00 am      Bsarry Flannigan †  
10:30 am    Georges Handras 
12:15 pm    For the People of the Parish 
MONDAY April 8th                   
7:00 am      For Single Mothers 
12:10 pm    Anna Birabent † 
TUESDAY April 9th        
7:00 am      For the Children of the World 
12:10 pm    Brendan Kane † 
WEDNESDAY April 10th  
7:00 am      For the Hungry 
12:10 pm    For the Incarcerated 
THURSDAY April 11th       
7:00 am      For Widows  & Widowers 
12:10 pm    Asrat & Gebrewold Families 
FRIDAY April 12th          
7:00 am      Immigrants & Refugees 
12:10 pm    Missionaries 
SATURDAY April 13th   
7:00 am      Single Catholics 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 

Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw Asrat, 
Michael Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, 

Alexandria Christakos, Jeannette Cornu, Patty 
Espiritu, Mark Fishcher, Jack Flynn, Charlene 

Johnson, Ernie Fox, Annemarie Gallagher, 
María Cerón Gamero, Yunina Graham, Georges 

Handras, Erich Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera, 
Charlene Haught Johnson, Diane Kelley, Rose 
Le Bail, Matthew Lech, Lynn Leininger, Tom 
Leskie, Mike Leskie, Candi McMahan Lewis, 
Maria Lim, Jacqueline Lira, Cármen López, 
Grant Melton, Alma and Armando Morales,  

Dyan Ocampo, Christiane Pelletier, Catherine 
Stoner Persais, Rev. Matthew Peters, Joan 

Rasby, Cathie Reece, Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, 
Dani Stecko, Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, 

Michael Wonderly, and Rosie Zedamoi. 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
Alphonse Acheritogaray, Fr. George Baricar, 
Anna L. Bernadicou, Paul Arthur Domergue, 
André Fournier,  Barbara J. Higgins, Karine 
Jardin, Lydia A. Jewell, Barbara Charlene 

Johnke, Nasif Khoury,  Ekho Lim, Paulette 
Lusinchi, Frances McFarland, William 

McKnight, Bernard Picard, Yolanda Prioto, 
Juliette Puts, Stephen Rice, Arlene M. Sullivan, 

Marcel Uharriet, 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND DECEASED: 
Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been on 
this list over a year unless we are notified not to 
remove. Thank you for your understanding. 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
Holy Week & Easter 2019 

Saturday                 5:15 pm - Vigil Mass: Begins with the 
April 13th              Blessing of Palms. 
 

Palm Sunday  7:30 am and 12:15 pm - Masses in 
English 

April 14th          9:00 am - Basque Mass  
          10:30 am - French Mass 
          Blessed Palms Distributed at all Masses 
 

Holy Thursday      6:30 pm - Mass of the Lord's Supper and          
April 18th              Adoration, after Mass until 9:30 pm. 
 

Good Friday Noon - Celebration of the Passion and  
April 19th               Death of the Lord: Liturgy of the Word, 
 Veneration of the Cross, and 

Communion; 
 followed by Stations of the Cross and 
 individual confessions. 
 

Holy Saturday 8:00 pm - Solemn Easter Vigil: 
Celebration 

April 20th  of Fire Light – Word – Baptism – 
Confirmation- Euchaist. 

 

Easter Sunday 7:30 am, 9:00 am, and 12:15 pm – Masses  
April 21st  in English – 10:30 am – Mass in French 
    

 
Each Friday during Lent, you are invited to come to the church 
and pray the Stations of the Cross. The Stations of the Cross are 
a 14-step Catholic devotion that commemorates Jesus Christ's 
last day on Earth as a man. The 14 devotions, or stations, focus 
on specific events of His last day, beginning with His 
condemnation. The stations are commonly used as a mini 
pilgrimage as the individual moves from station to station. The 
prayer service begins at 11:40 a.m. (prior to the 12:10 p.m. 
Mass). 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament will take place on the First Friday of each month in 
the church from 9:00 a.m. thru 12 noon. At noon Benediction 
will be celebrated and the scheduled Mass will follow. The next 
date for adoration will be April 5, 2019. Please spread the word 
to other parishioners and co-workers. Come spend a time with 
the Eucharistic Lord in quiet meditation. You can sign up for a 
time to visit the Blessed Sacrament on our website at; ndvsf.org  
Please click the icon: Sign Up For An Adoration Time and 
follow directions. God bless. 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES: Thank you for your 
generous support of The Catholic Relief Services Collection 
and for helping Jesus in disguise. Your contributions make a 
difference for the poor and marginalized around the word. If 
you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give! Just visit 
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections, and click on the “How to 
Give” link on the left 

HOSPITALITY: The Hospitality team is looking for 
volunteers. We are responsible for offering food and beverages 
and providing a warm welcome to parishioners and visitors in 
the church hall after Sunday Masses. If interested in helping, 
please contact Wendy Clem at: wendy@wendyclem.com or 
call the Parish Office. Thanks for the support.  
 
 
 

WHY ARE THE STATUES COVERED? These last two weeks of Lent are 
called "Passiontide" - time to concentrate almost exclusively on the "Passion" 
of Jesus - His suffering and saving death on the Cross.  So, the signs of joy and 
victory are covered so that we can meditate directly and purely on His Passion.  
Since the images of Mary and the Saints are reminders of the glory of Jesus - 
the Communion of the Saints and the power of their holiness and the comfort of 
their fraternity come from the Resurrection of Jesus and the giving of His Spirit 
- they are covered until we celebrate His Victory at Easter. From the Fifth 
Sunday of Lent until the Easter Vigil, the Church turns her eyes in an intense 
and deep meditation on the Suffering Lord.  In the Roman Missal we find the 
instruction, In the Dioceses of the United States, the practice of covering 
crosses and images throughout the church from this Sunday [Fifth Sunday of 
Lent] may be observed. Crosses remain covered until the end of the celebration 
of the Lord'’ passion on Good Friday, but images remain covered until the 
beginning of the Easter Vigil. Christian Life has many dimensions to it.  It has 
a deep joy - the joy of knowing the incarnation of Jesus.  It has clear light - the 
light of Jesus' Gospel.  It has profound sorrow - the sorrow of the Crucifixion.  
And it has the wonderful victory of Christ - the Resurrection. In order to under-
stand all these dimensions, the Church divides up the year into times of joy, 
sorrow and glory.  Advent and Christmas Time is a meditation on the Joy of the 
Coming of Christ; Lent meditates on His Sorrow and Easter Time is the 
celebration of His Victory. As Lent draws to a close, we hold these last two 
weeks - Passion Week and Holy Week - as a time to go through the tragic 
events that brought about the Crucifixion. For the sorrows of Christ did not 
begin on Good Friday - they ended there.  There were many sorrows before - 
Pharisees plotting; believers turning away; chief priests filled with hatred; 
cowardly Apostles, a denying Apostle, even a betraying Apostle.  And so, we 
cover over the signs of victory.  We even cover the Cross - so that we can see 
the sorrow of the Cross.  We meditate on the Passion and Death of the Son of 
God - see how He loves us! "Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in Him may 
have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life." 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a Mass 
Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request 
is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: 
MARIST FATHERS. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
April 7th – April 14th, 2019 

Sunday           - Is 43:16-21                   - Phil 3:8-14                          - Jn 8:1-11 

Monday          - Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62                                - Jn 8:12-20 

Tuesday          - Nm 21:4-9                                                                - Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday     - Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95                                             - Jn 8:31-42  

Thursday        - Gn 17:3-9                                                                 - Jn 8:51-59 

Friday             - Jer 20:10-13                                                           - Jn 10:31-42   

Saturday         - Ez 37:21-28                                                           – Jn 11:45-56 

Sunday            - Is 50:4-7                 - Phil 2:6-11                   - Lk 22:14—23:56 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: March 30th and March 31st, 2019   
                                       Church Basket:        $1,370.00 
                                      On-Line Giving:          $180.00 

         TOTAL:       $1,550.00 
 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES Collection: $922.51 
 

   

 
 

 




