


 
Twentieth Sunday In Ordinary Time – August 18, 2019 

 
ON FIRE 

 

 In the Gospel Reading, Jesus says 
that he has come to set the world on fire.  
This fire, he says, will destroy peace. It will 
produce divisions even within a family. Is 
this nice? Is this loving? Aren’t we 
supposed to live in peace with everybody? 
How can Jesus say he came on purpose to 
set things on fire? Well, what is peace 
anyway? 

Peace is a kind of order and unity, 
isn’t it? We have peace with other people 
when we are at one with each other and 
when our oneness unites us around 
goodness. That last condition matters. A 
mother who is at one with her toddler 
because she does everything he wants does 
not have peace. She just has capitulation to 
his baby-will, and her knuckling under to 
him might be destructive to him. Peace 
results only when she and her toddler at one 
with each other in what is good for both of 
them, for her as mother and for him as 
baby. 

And, of course, the same point 
applies to adults. If you hear your 
neighbor’s wife screaming because he is 
beating her, then there is no peace in your 
trying to be at one with him. If you try to 
see things from the point of view of that 
wife-beater and just accept what he is 
doing, you are not at peace with him. You 
are just complicit in his crime. Even if you 
only try not to get involved, turning up the 
TV louder so you can’t hear her cries, you 
are not at peace with him. You are only 
conniving at his evil and adding your own 
cowardice to the list of your sins.  

So there is no peace for you in 
your failure to confront a wrongdoer. And 
notice that your failure to confront him 
doesn’t result in peace for him either. We 
have it on the authority of Scripture that 
there is no peace for the wicked (Isaiah 
48:22, 57:21) So if you hear your neighbor 
beating his wife, call 911, or grab your 
baseball bat and go next door. Do what it 
takes to stop him. If you love the Lord’s 
goodness and your neighbor’s, then you 
will hate the evil your neighbor is doing. 
Here is the lesson for us then: be on fire for 
goodness. Our God is a consuming fire of 
love, and there is peace for us only if we 
are at one with him in that fire. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Diviser ou unir ? 
 
      Certains seront choqués d’entendre Jésus 
déclarer qu’il est venu apporter la division dans 
notre monde. Comme si on avait besoin de lui 
pour diviser les familles, susciter des révoltes ou 
opposer des nations les unes contre les autres…  
Où est le Prince de la paix ? Où est celui qui 
priait, la veille de sa mort, pour que ses disciples 
restent unis ? 
      Mais nous devons rappeler que Jésus se place 
au niveau de la Foi. Le suivre, c’est nous obliger 
à faire un choix entre lui et ses adversaires, entre 
Dieu et le monde, comme les prophètes l’ont fait 
autrefois et plus tard ses vrais disciples. Même si 
nous ne vivons plus au temps des persécutions, il 
n’est pas toujours facile de vivre en chrétiens, 
surtout quand l’Église est critiquée pour ses 
positions au plan de la morale alors que certains 
membres du clergé ne donnent pas l’exemple… 
      Pourtant nous devons choisir entre ce que 
pense la majorité des gens et ce que notre 
conscience nous dicte à la lumière de notre foi. 
Certains peuvent rechercher la paix à tout prix, 
garder le silence, accepter des compromissions, 
aller jusqu’aux démissions… Mais Jésus n’est 
pas venu apporter ce genre de paix. Il est venu 
pour déranger, pour nous sortir de notre petite 
vie tranquille… 
      En tant que chrétiens, nous avons à lutter 
contre nos instincts et les influences du monde 
où nous vivons car la Foi est un combat. Mais 
nous ne sommes pas seuls, Jésus nous a dit qu’il 
serait avec nous jusqu’à la fin du monde.        

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
Parishioners, 
 

I hope you had a wonderful summer! 
 

It has been so great to be back at school 
preparing for the children's return! 
 

Thanks to your generous donations to our annual 
Les Amis Campaign, we were able to make 
many important improvements and repairs at the 
school including: 
• Painting and carpeting of the alumni 

office 
• Carpeting in the vice principal office 
• Painting and carpeting in the 3rd grade 

classroom 
• A new private music lesson room on the 

2nd floor (we offer weekly private music 
lessons to all students in piano, cello, 
guitar, and violin) 

• Classroom moves to allow for our new 
Transitional Kindergarten program 
including relocation of maps, smart 
boards, etc. 

• Resurfacing of the school yard (almost 
complete) 
 

We are so grateful for your generosity and are 
looking forward to an incredible year! 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 

 
 

 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL August 17th            
5:15 pm      Jean-Baptiste & Juliette Puts † 
SUNDAY August 18th     
7:30 am      Luisita Prieto † 
9:00 am      Solange Elliot † 
10:30 am    Sir. Pierre R. Antoine † 
12:15 pm   For the People of the Parish 
MONDAY August 19th   
7:00 am       Deceased Benefactors † 
12:10 pm    Tenagashaw Bethe-Selassie † 
TUESDAY August 20th   
7:00 am       Deceased Marist † 
12:10 pm     Daniel & Maria Whodong Choi † 
WEDNESDAY August 21st     
7:00 am       Gezahegne Gebrewold † 
12:10 pm     Deceased Marist Sisters † 
THURSDAY August 22nd  
7:00 am       Deceased Parishioners † 
12:10 pm     Jean-Baptiste & Juliette Puts † 
FRIDAY August 23rd               
7:00 am       Deceased Sisters of St. Joseph † 
12:10 pm     Raymond Archer † 
SATURDAY August 24th  
7:00 am       Fatalities of Gun Violence † 
 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Jacques 
Arceneaux, Wondifraw Asrat, Michael 

Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, Elizabeth Desta, 
Patty Espiritu, Zachary Espiritu,  Mark Fishcher, 

Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie Gallagher, 
María Cerón Gamero, Yunina Graham, 

Benjamin Haller,  Georges Handras, Erich 
Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera, Louise Hughes,  
Diane Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, 
Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, 

Candi McMahan Lewis, Maria Lim, Jacqueline 
Lira, Cármen López, Grant Melton, Alma and 
Armando Morales,  Dyan Ocampo, Christiane 

Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev. 
Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Cathie Reece, 
Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, key-

Lang Tam, Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, 
Michael Wonderly, and Rosie Zedamoi. 

 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
 

Alphonse Acheritogaray, Fr. George Baricar, 
Anna L. Bernadicou, Claire Casabonne, Denise 

Carrade, Jeannette Cornu, Yvonne Delclaux, 
Paul Arthur Domergue, André Fournier,  

Barbara J. Higgins, Karine Jardin, Lydia A. 
Jewell, Barbara Charlene Johnke, Charlene 
Haught Johnson, Nasif Khoury,  Ekho Lim, 

Paulette Lusinchi, Frances McFarland, William 
McKnight, Bernard Picard, Rolande E. Pottier, 

Yolanda Prioto, Juliette Puts, Stephen Rice, 
Arlene M. Sullivan, Marcel Uharriet, 

 
REMEMBER OUR SICK AND DECEASED: 
 

 Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been on 
this list over a year unless we are notified not to 
remove. Thank you for your understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
DECEASED HOMELESS: When they die, who remembers 
the chronically homeless and often mentally ill, alcoholic or 
drug-addicted men and women who wandered our streets? 
Often, no one. In many cases, no one around them even knew 
their real names. But they are children of God. All the faithful 
of the Archdiocese are invited to join us on November 23rd for 
the second annual Requiem Mass for the Homeless Faithful 
Departed. Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone will preside. We 
particularly invite those who are touched by homelessness in 
some way either by personal experience or through 
participation in ministries and apostolates that help the 
homeless. 
 

 
What if.... 

'I am unbaptized but want to grow spiritually in my life.' 
'I have a different faith background but want to learn what 
Catholics believe and why.' 
'I am a baptized Catholic but never made my First Holy 
Communion and/or Confirmation.'    
.....we would love to assist you in your faith journey through 
an exciting and deeply enriching process in the Catholic 
Church called the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(R.C.I.A.). 

RCIA is for those who are seeking a better relationship 
with God, who are looking for more information about Catholic 
Christianity, or who are seeking to grow in their spiritual or 
Sacramental life.  The RCIA process welcomes the unbaptized 
person to the family of Jesus Christ.  Sessions are informal and 
comfortable opportunities to explore the Catholic faith with 
presentations, discussions, and fellowship.  Explore the faith 
without obligation.  For more info, please contact Fr. Juan at 
gonzalez@ndvsf.org 
 
FORMED: How many of you would like to grow in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ? How many of you know 
someone who has fallen away from the Church, perhaps a 
friend, a family member, a co-worker, and you want to reach 
them but you just don’t know how? FORMED, is a wonderful 
website that has been called a “Catholic Netflix.” FORMED 
has inspiring movies and video based studies, audio talks and e-
books from the Church's most compelling speakers and authors. 
This is why our parish has invested in FORMED, so that each 
of us might grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ and in 
our desire to share our Faith with others, especially those 
closest to us. To register for free membership, go to ndvsf.org 
Church and click on the FORMED icon on the home page. 
Follow instructions for creating your personal account.  
 
ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES: On 
behalf of His Excellency, The Most Reverend Timothy P. 
Broglio, Archbishop for the Military Services, USA, thanks to 
those who contributed to the Triennial National Collection for 
the AMS last week. Our Parish collected $900.00. Your 
generosity will assist Archbishop Broglio in the mission, 
“Serving Those Who Serve,” and will help make it possible for 
Catholic men and women, and their families, currently serving 
in the U.S. Military, to receive the sacraments and pastoral care 
no matter their location around the globe. Your support will 
also provide the sacraments and pastoral care to those who are 
wounded, or as veterans being cared for in one of the 153 
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Centers. Thank you 
for supporting the men and women, and their families, from our 
own parish and diocese who serve and protect this great nation, 
and who defend the freedoms we hold dear. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place on the First Friday of each month in the church from 9:00 a.m. thru 12 
noon. At noon Benediction will be celebrated and the scheduled Mass will 
follow. The next date for adoration will be September 6th. On this Friday, the 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place after the 8:30 am School 
Mass. Please spread the word to other parishioners and co-workers. Come 
spend a time with the Eucharistic Lord in quiet meditation. You can sign up for 
a time to visit the Blessed Sacrament on our website; ndvsf.org. Please click the 
icon: Sign Up For An Adoration Time and follow directions. God bless. 
 

ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL: All gifts, regardless of amount, are 
greatly appreciated and tremendously beneficial. You may make your gift all at 
once or over time, if that is easier for you. This vital effort provides critical 
programs and services to people who need and depend on us. On behalf of all 
those lives whom will be changed by your gift, thank you. 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: Do you know that more than 1,500,000 couples 
in over 92 countries have experienced a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend?  They found something worth passing on. The next Marriage 
Encounter Weekends include: Aug 23-25, 2019 in Sacramento, CA. and, Nov 
8-10, 2019 in Menlo Park, CA. For more information and/or to register for a 
Weekend, visit our website at: sanjosewwme.org or contact Ken & Claranne at 
applications@sanjosewwme.org or 408-782-1413. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
August 18 – August 25, 2019 

Sunday            - Jer 38:4-6, 8-10                - Heb 12:1-4                - Lk 12:49-53 

Monday           - Jgs 2:11-19                                                           – Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday           - Jgs 6:11-24a                                                         - Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday     - Jgs 9:6-15                                                               - Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday        - Jgs 11:29-39a                                                          - Mt 22:1-14 
Friday             - Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22                                         - Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday         - Rv 21:9b-14                                                             - Jn 1:45-51 
Sunday            - Is 66:18-21             - Heb 12:5-7, 11-13               - Lk 13:22-30 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: Ausgust 10 & August 11 
                                       Church Basket:           $1,475.11 
                                        On-Line Giving:             $170.00 

          TOTAL:          $1,645.11 
     $48 

Thank You and God Bless!! ! 
 




