


 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 10, 2019 

 
LIFE AFTER DEATH 

 

In the First Reading, Isaiah dates a 
religious vision not by a day but by a death: 
“… in the year that King Uzziah died.”  

There are some things so painful 
for a person that events in his life can be 
dated by them: “in the year my wife died”; 
“in the year we lost our mom”; “in the year 
the hurricane devastated the town.” An 
affliction of this sort divides a whole life 
into before and after: there is the life you 
had before your wife died, and then there is 
the life you have afterwards, after the death 
of your wife and the death of everything 
that made up your life together. Sometimes 
in unbearable grief such as that stemming 
from the death of someone so loved, a 
person doesn’t know how to stand under his 
sorrow. A heartbroken person has lost 
something central to him; and a person can 
fall apart when the center doesn’t hold.  

In those circumstances, a grieved 
and suffering person can want to die then 
too; he can want to come to the Lord too. 
When King Uzziah died, Isaiah came 
before the Lord, but only in a vision, where 
the doorposts shook and the house filled up 
with smoke. The problem is that you can’t 
really come to the Lord before your time on 
earth is over, and falling apart under grief 
gets you only an increase of sorrow. Isaiah 
responded to that vision of the Lord by 
saying “Woe is me! I am doomed!”  This is 
not the end of the story for Isaiah, though. 
An angel seared Isaiah’s mouth with a 
burning coal! And then Isaiah opened his 
mouth and offered to serve the Lord. When 
God asked, “whom shall I send?” Isaiah 
said, “here I am. Send me.” All his most 
important service for the Lord 
came after the death that dates his vision 
and that changed his life. 

When Isaiah himself finally died 
and came to the Lord, three kings later, he 
had become the foremost prophet of Israel. 
Because in the end he didn’t fall apart but 
lived after King Uzziah’s death, he 
produced the great prophecies of the 
Messiah that even now give the whole 
world hope. If you can stand under your 
sorrow rather than falling apart, then 
through the searing grief can come a new 
life, a good life that was unimaginable to 
you before. If you can stand and live into 
the period of your life after the destruction 
of your heart’s desire, then God’s grace can 
bring life out of death for you. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Savoir faire confiance à Dieu 
 

      Les lectures de ce dimanche nous 
présentent trois personnes que Dieu a 
appelées à son service alors qu’elles s’en 
jugent indignes : Isaïe se considère 
impur, Paul se traite d’avorton, Pierre 
avoue qu’il n’est qu’un pécheur.  
      On est loin de notre époque qui 
s’efforce de mettre l’accent sur les 
qualités personnelles et laisse entendre 
qu’en participant à des cours spéciaux 
appelés « séminaires » on devient capable 
d’obtenir des succès extraordinaires. Il 
est vrai que confrontés aux complexités 
du monde réel on mesure rapidement ses 
limites et on comprend qu’il faut 
reprendre contact avec une source 
d’inspiration différente, au-delà de notre 
petit monde limité. 
      La Bible nous offre des exemples où 
l’intervention de Dieu change totalement 
celui qui accepte de l’écouter : ainsi, 
Abraham devient l’ancêtre de tous les 
croyants en partant de son pays pour se 
rendre en Canaan ; de même, David, le 
petit berger, deviendra roi de Jérusalem ; 
puis ce sera Simon acceptant, après une 
nuit infructueuse, de jeter les filets dans 
le lac, ce qui lui permettra de ramener de 
nombreux poissons, et Jésus fera de lui le 
chef des apôtres…  A notre tour, faisons 
confiance au Seigneur en acceptant la 
mission qu’il nous confie : porter au 
monde la BONNE NOUVELLE. 
       

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope you are having a wonderful 
weekend!  
 

 At Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires 
students are Active Christians, Effective 
Communicators, Responsible Citizens, 
Lifelong Learners, and Healthy 
Individuals. We call these five traits our 
School-Wide Learning Expectations 
(SLE's) and we foster and grow these 
character traits in our students as we 
work to support parents as the primary 
educators of their children. This week, 
we focused on student growth as 
Responsible Citizens who show care and 
compassion for all. Students model this 
behavior daily but made extra efforts this 
week and it was truly beautiful to see. 
 

Have a wonderful day and God Bless, 
Sarah, Principal 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL February 9th         
5:15 pm      Hon. William Newson † 
SUNDAY February 10th              
7:30 am      Pierre Birabent † 
9:00 am      Gabriel Prieto, Jr. † 
10:30 am    Thomas A Gustafson  
12:15 pm   For the People of the Parish 
MONDAY February 11th                  
7:00 am       Gladys R. Frontera 
12:10 pm     Jean Bartholome † 
TUESDAY February 12th     
7:00 am       Children with Cancer 
12:10 pm     William McKnight † 
WEDNESDAY February 13th   
7:00 am        Manuel Henry  
12:10 pm      Eric Olin Wright † 
THURSDAY February 14th       
7:00 am        Brehan Messaye 
12:10 pm      Ken Griffin † 
FRIDAY February 15th        
7:00 am        Deceased Marists † 
12:10 pm      Rosa Cruz Crisostomo †  
SATURDAY February 16th   
7:00 am         Deceased Benefactors † 
 
 

 WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 

Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Michael Bartholomew, Annalyn 

Carlos, Alexandria Christakos, Andy De Los 
Reyes, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, María Cerón Gamero, Yunina 

Graham, Georges Handras, Erich Herbitschek, 
Lupita Herrera, Charlene Haught Johnson, 

Diane Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, 
Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, 

Candi McMahan Lewis, Maria Lim, 
Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, Alma and 
Armando Morales, Cathy Nazareno, Dyan 
Ocampo, Christiane Pelletier, Catherine 

Stoner Persais, Rev. Matthew Peters, Joan 
Rasby, Cathie Reece, Vinod and Cynthia 

Sheth, Dani Stecko, Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison 
Williams, and Michael Wonderly. 

 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
Anna L. Bernadicou, Paul Arthur Domergue, 

André Fournier, Karine Jardin, Lydia A. 
Jewell, Barbara Charlene Johnke, Ekho Lim, 

Paulette Lusinchi, Frances McFarland, 
William McKnight, Stephen Rice, Arlene M. 

Sullivan, Marcel Uharriet, 
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Our parish will resume a new 
arrangement for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Adoration will take place on the First Friday of each month in 
the church from 9:00 a.m. thru 12 noon. At noon Benediction 
will be celebrated and the scheduled Mass will follow. The next 
date for adoration will be March 1, 2019. Please spread the 
word to other parishioners and co-workers. Come spend a time 
with the Eucharistic Lord in quiet meditation. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: The last Sunday of the month, 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will take place 
following the 12:15 p.m. Mass. The next anointing will take 
place on Sunday February 24th. “Jesus came to heal the whole 
person, body & soul. The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no 
need to wait until the person is at the point of death to receive 
the Sacrament. A careful judgement about the serious nature of 
the illness is sufficient.” (USCCB)  

 

 
 
COMMUNION TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND: This 
ministry is composed of people dedicated to bringing Holy 
Communion to the members of our parish who are homebound 
due to illness or infirmity, and are unable to attend Mass. In 
bringing communion to them the minister of communion 
represents Christ and manifests faith and charity on behalf of 
the whole community toward those who cannot be present at 
the Eucharist. For the sick the reception of communion is not 
only a privilege but also a sign of support and concern shown 
by the Christian community for its members who are ill. The 
parishioner taking Holy Communion to the Sick is invited to 
the altar area after the sharing of communion at Mass, and sent 
forth by the community directly from Mass to visit those who 
are sick. Our parish will begin this format on the first Sunday 
of March. More details and preparation will be forthcoming in 
the weeks to come. 
 
MARDI GRAS 2019: This year’s Mardi Gras Dinner will take 
place on Saturday March 2nd in our Parish Hall from 6 pm -
9:30 pm. The chairpersons for this festive event, before the 
commencement of the Lenten Season, are looking for 
volunteers to assist with set up, serving, clean up etc. If willing 
to help, please call the rectory office or go online at our parish 
website ndvsf.org to sign up  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

GUBBIO PROJECT: The mission of The Gubbio Project is to be in 
community with and to provide a sanctuary for unhoused people in need of 
safe, compassionate respite during the day.  We accomplish this by providing a 
clean, beautiful, quiet, and safe space for people to sleep and rest during the 
day, welcoming an average of 325 homeless neighbors a day at St. Boniface 
Church in the Tenderloin and St. John the Evangelist in the Mission.  Our 
program, Sacred Sleep, attends to the physical, social and psychological well-
being of our homeless guests.   In addition to providing a safe place for people 
to rest and sleep on the pews and on mats, guests receive support services that 
include the distribution of blankets, hats, gloves, socks, hygiene kits, 
emergency and essential supplies; foot care; massage; daily coffee hour and 
snacks; a large Friday morning community breakfast; chaplaincy services; 
access to a mobile medical clinic; HIV and Hepatitis C screenings; community 
programming to combat social isolation; and referrals to outside 
services/resources.   The impact of our work is immeasurable.  Guests feel safe, 
respected, and welcomed.  They return to Gubbio with the knowledge that they 
will be welcomed with a smile, and that they will not be turned away.  We 
simply open our doors, in the spirit of community.  For more information, 
please refer to our website at www.thegubbioproject.org. Our parish will 
support the Gubbio Project with a Second Collection this weekend, February 
9th-10th. You can also make a contribution On-Line by visiting our website and 
click the icon: Online Giving –please follow directions and choose from the 
list of funds: Gubbio Project. 
 

 
 
If you would like to request a Mass for a specific intention, please call the 
Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The 
Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. Per the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If 
paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 

 
SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
February 10th – February 17th, 2019 

Sunday            - Is 6:1-2a, 3-8               - 1 Cor 15:1-11                     - Lk 5:1-11 
Monday           - Gn 1:1-19                                                               - Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday           - Gn 1:20—2:4a                                                         - Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday     - Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17                                                   - Mk 7:14-23    
Thursday        - Gn 2:18-25                                                             - Mk 7:24-30 
Friday             - Gn 3:1-8                                                                 - Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday         - Gn 3:9-24                                                                 - Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday            - Jer 17:5-8             - 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20            - Lk 6:17, 20-26 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: February 2nd and February 3rd, 2019   
                                       Church Basket:        $1,610.41 
                                      On-Line Giving:          $302.00 

       TOTAL:          $1,912.41 
 

 
 

 




