


 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 3, 2019 

 
TRULY SOMETHING 

 
The Second Reading explains that a 

lot of people who look as if they are truly 
something are really nothing. We are 
accustomed to a disconnection between 
appearance and reality when it comes to the 
greatness of people. We know that someone 
can be very rich and yet be a complete jerk. 
Someone can be very famous—a great 
scientist or a great beauty in the movies—and 
be a pathetic human being. Someone can be 
very powerful, in a company or in a nation, 
and still be a totally rotten person. So we 
know that you can have riches, or fame, or 
power, and yet be a thorough-going loser. 

What we are less accustomed to 
thinking about is the disconnection between 
the appearance of greatness and the reality 
when it comes to spiritual things. And that is 
what the Second Reading calls to our 
attention. Someone can be rich in religious 
experiences, prophesying or speaking in 
tongues, and yet just be a self-aggrandizing 
jerk. Someone can be famous for self-
sacrificial care of the poor, and still be only a 
pathetically swollen ego of a person. Someone 
can have the power even to do miracles—
healing the sick or moving mountains—and 
nonetheless be rotten to the core with 
arrogance and pride. You might look as if you 
were truly something, as far as your spiritual 
life goes. You might have spiritual riches, 
fame, or power. And yet you could still be just 
nothing, as the Second Reading says. But if 
even being the powerful Donald Trump, the 
famous Kim Kardashian, or the brilliant Nazi 
physicist Wernher von Braun isn’t enough to 
make a person great, if even those who speak 
in tongues or care for the poor or heal the sick 
can be nothing, then what on earth does it take 
for a person to be truly something? 

The Second Reading explains it: it 
takes love. No human person can be anything 
unless he is in the image of his Creator. But 
God is a consuming fire of love. And so, 
without love, no matter what other kind of 
apparent greatness you may have, in reality 
you are nothing. You are only something if, 
like God, you are on fire with love. True love 
is not a warm feeling of affection that tries to 
please everybody and never rock the boat. 
Rather, it is like God’s love: willing to get 
killed in order to bring true good to those it 
loves. And, like God’s love, it embraces 
everybody. That kind of love is truly 
something! And we are nothing unless we 
have it. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Le prophète n’est pas accueilli par les 
siens 

 

      C’est après sa première intervention 
dans la synagogue de Nazareth que Jésus 
est chassé hors de la ville et presque mis 
à mort, déclarant que : « Jamais un 
prophète n’est bien accueilli dans son 
pays ». 
      Au sens biblique, le prophète 
transmet les messages de Dieu, rappelle 
ses exigences, invite les gens à tirer les 
conséquences de leurs actes. C’est dire 
que son rôle n’est pas facile car on 
n’aime pas être remis en question, même 
si le prophète est le porte-parole du Très-
Haut. 
      Quand Jésus évoque l’amour de Dieu 
pour les siens et rappelle l’Alliance avec 
le peuple élu, on accepte la Bonne 
Nouvelle, mais quand il leur reproche 
leur orgueil et leur hypocrisie, leurs 
préjugés et leur manque d’amour pour 
leur prochain, ils veulent se débarrasser 
de lui. Aujourd’hui, Dieu continue 
d’envoyer des témoins dont le message 
n’est pas bien reçu car il s’oppose à nos 
mentalités : être contre la guerre, 
défendre la vie depuis la conception 
jusqu’à la fin de notre existence, aider les 
pays sous-développés, bannir le 
racisme…. Savons-nous bien accueillir 
ces messages et agir en conséquence ? 
Jésus attend notre réponse.        
Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
Paishioners, 
I hope you enjoyed a nice long weekend 
and some sunshine this week! 
 

This week at NDV, we celebrated 
Catholic School's Week! Each day, we 
celebrated members of our community.  
 

Sunday, Jan. 27 we celebrated our Parish 
by leading the 9:00AM mass and hosting 
hospitality. 
Monday, Jan. 28 - we celebrated our 
community by raising money for St. 
Anthony House. 
Tuesday, Jan. 29 - we celebrated our 
students with a French themed dress day 
and ice cream. 
Wednesday, Jan. 30 - we celebrated our 
Nation and Vocations, faculty and staff. 
Thursday, Jan. 31 - we celebrated our 
Families by hosting Grandparents/Grand-
friends Day. 
Please join us in prayer this week as we 
keep you in ours. 
God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 

 
SATURDAY – VIGIL February 2nd         
5:15 pm      For the People of the Parish 
SUNDAY February 3rd              
7:30 am      Brehan Messaye 
9:00 am      Pat Stevens 
10:30 am    John Garcia, Casaurang, Lamouret 
                   and Daguerre Families. 
12:15 pm   Lily Purugganan Torino † 
MONDAY February 4th  
7:00 am      Gladys R. Frontera 
12:10 pm    Ruth Llyod  
TUESDAY February 5th     
7:00 am       Aster Tegeme † 
12:10 pm     Ataklti Betre † 
WEDNESDAY February 6th   
7:00 am        NDV Teachers & Students 
12:10 pm      Michael Lech † 
THURSDAY February 7th       
7:00 am       Manuel Henry 
12:10 pm     Barbara Damlos † 
FRIDAY February 8th         
7:00 am        Youth of the Parish 
12:10 pm      Rosa Cruz Crisostomo †  
SATURDAY February 9th     
7:00 am        Vocations to Religious Life 
 
 

 WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 

Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Michael Bartholomew, Annalyn 

Carlos, Alexandria Christakos, Andy De Los 
Reyes, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, María Cerón Gamero, Yunina 

Graham, Georges Handras, Erich Herbitschek, 
Lupita Herrera, Charlene Haught Johnson, 

Diane Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, 
Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, 

Candi McMahan Lewis, Maria Lim, 
Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, Alma and 
Armando Morales, Cathy Nazareno, Dyan 
Ocampo, Christiane Pelletier, Catherine 

Stoner Persais, Rev. Matthew Peters, Joan 
Rasby, Cathie Reece, Vinod and Cynthia 

Sheth, Dani Stecko, Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison 
Williams, and Michael Wonderly. 

 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
Anna L. Bernadicou, Paul Arthur Domergue, 

André Fournier, Karine Jardin, Lydia A. 
Jewell, Barbara Charlene Johnke, Ekho Lim, 

Paulette Lusinchi, Frances McFarland, 
William McKnight, Stephen Rice, Arlene M. 

Sullivan, Marcel Uharriet, 
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Our parish will resume a new 
arrangement for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Adoration will take place on the First Friday of each month in 
the church from 9:00 a.m. thru 12 noon. At noon Benediction 
will be celebrated and the scheduled Mass will follow. This 
new arrangement will begin in February 2019. Please spread 
the word to other parishioners and co-workers. Come spend a 
time with the Eucharistic Lord in quiet meditation. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: The last Sunday of the month, 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will take place 
following the 12:15 p.m. Mass. “Jesus came to heal the whole 
person, body & soul. The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no 
need to wait until the person is at the point of death to receive 
the Sacrament. A careful judgement about the serious nature of 
the illness is sufficient.” (USCCB). 
 

 
 
COMMUNION TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND: This 
ministry is composed of people dedicated to bringing Holy 
Communion to the members of our parish who are homebound 
due to illness or infirmity, and are unable to attend Mass. In 
bringing communion to them the minister of communion 
represents Christ and manifests faith and charity on behalf of 
the whole community toward those who cannot be present at 
the Eucharist. For the sick the reception of communion is not 
only a privilege but also a sign of support and concern shown 
by the Christian community for its members who are ill. The 
parishioner taking Holy Communion to the Sick is invited to 
the altar area after the sharing of communion at Mass, and sent 
forth by the community directly from Mass to visit those who 
are sick. Our parish will begin this format on the first Sunday 
of March. More details and preparation will be forthcoming in 
the weeks to come. 
 
MARDI GRAS 2019: This year’s Mardi Gras Dinner will take 
place on Saturday March 2nd in our Parish Hall beginning at 6 
p.m. The chairpersons for this festive event, before the 
commencement of the Lenten Season, are looking for 
volunteers to assist with set up, serving, clean up etc. If willing 
to help, please call the rectory office to sign up. More details 
for our parish’s Mardi Gras will be forthcoming.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

GUBBIO PROJECT: The mission of The Gubbio Project is to be in 
community with and to provide a sanctuary for unhoused people in need of 
safe, compassionate respite during the day.  We accomplish this by providing a 
clean, beautiful, quiet, and safe space for people to sleep and rest during the 
day, welcoming an average of 325 homeless neighbors a day at St. Boniface 
Church in the Tenderloin and St. John the Evangelist in the Mission.  Our 
program, Sacred Sleep, attends to the physical, social and psychological well-
being of our homeless guests.   In addition to providing a safe place for people 
to rest and sleep on the pews and on mats, guests receive support services that 
include the distribution of blankets, hats, gloves, socks, hygiene kits, 
emergency and essential supplies; foot care; massage; daily coffee hour and 
snacks; a large Friday morning community breakfast; chaplaincy services; 
access to a mobile medical clinic; HIV and Hepatitis C screenings; community 
programming to combat social isolation; and referrals to outside 
services/resources.   The impact of our work is immeasurable.  Guests feel safe, 
respected, and welcomed.  They return to Gubbio with the knowledge that they 
will be welcomed with a smile, and that they will not be turned away.  We 
simply open our doors, in the spirit of community.  For more information, 
please refer to our website at www.thegubbioproject.org. Our parish will 
support the Gubbio Project with a Second Collection on the weekend of 
February 9th-10th. You can also make a contribution On-Line by visiting our 
website and click the icon: Online Giving –please follow directions and choose 
from the list of funds: Gubbio Project. 
 

 
 
If you would like to request a Mass for a specific intention, please call the 
Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The 
Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. Per the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If 
paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 

 
SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 

February 3rd – February 10th, 2019 
Sunday            - Jer 1:4-5, 17-19         - 1 Cor 12:31—13:13           - Lk 4:21-30 
Monday           - Heb 11:32-40                                                           - Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday           - Heb 12:1-4                                                            - Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday     - Heb 12:4-7, 11-15                                                      - Mk 6:1-6    
Thursday        - Heb 12:18-19, 21-24                                                - Mk 6:7-13 
Friday             - Heb 13:1-8                                                             - Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday         - Heb 13:15-17. 20-21                                              - Mk 6:30-34 
Sunday            - Is 6:1-2a, 3-8               - 1 Cor 15:1-11                     - Lk 5:1-11 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: January 26h and January 27th, 2019   
                                       Church Basket:        $1,412.54 
                                     On-Line Giving:           $633.00 
                                                 TOTAL:        $2,045.54 

 

 
 

 




